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work within the last quarter of & century or more, and such_orgmlnz?ct‘lon
in institutions—modern library organization— i3 almost ennrel‘y ag mg);:
There are no trained librarians—I speak in a general \.va:y'-—u;_1 an:ytl?e
our state institutions, and that is genera].ly ‘thc case thrc?ug ou e
country. Now, when we observe how public 1'1brarles ha\_ve‘ mcrtf.:a.:e a
eRiciency through the modern methods of 'hbra_ry admmmttasltc_.n;tions-
organized methods, it seems to me that .the. libraries of stai;: 51; 1
might in like manner profit by the application of such -m;t ods. ceent
1 was fortunate enough to hear a paper ?rcseuted ¥ out prmuCh
speaker some time ago at a state library gathc_rmg, andlI wasr;ciﬁrat pet
impressed with the account that was _thr:re given of t_1e'lwo e
been undertaken in Towa, and I am satiﬁeg z};iag sir;l?f isslrr;: ;imvgoi'hmg wd
ually beneficial in this state. As 1 sad, : .
{)i;c:-::iecsqtha: have to do with the gencfra] publif:, it f:er_taln!y m(;gfhtr rsca.esgi:;
ably be expected to be & profitabie thing for libraries designed for sp
clas:;;i-‘ A. C. Rogers, Faribault School for Feeble Minded:l dI.rt Izeear?sistz
me that the adaptation of the charactelr of the book to tlu:i 1:_1t 11:5 uapplied
good point. In this library organization, as I ijderstanY bl, 2o appies
first to educational institutions—colleges, umve_rsmcs—the 1 ratxl- comes
tharoughly in touch with literatL;;e on a!l s;:bf:;: f:l'?:te(f;;j;‘:gsyzjf o
a book, the libraran will k of
::iu]?e,::)tﬂtc;s:i;:izbjcct the pupil wants. _Applying that same p.limc:‘pie.ttg
so far as it can be carried out by means of Ll1cs1:11:)§
training that we naturally have on tlhe partth(cjf pe::-ﬁizf:: ﬁ:e::::;:radaptcﬁ
that line, the essential thing is to earn > pa . .
to particular individuals. Very olften s.t llbrarol?nt 1;2 ?iiér:i?nag;tzzn::r;:;};
i arn the temperament of the patrons Ty
::;ilo ]fmve been accustomed to taking bm'::ks from' the‘ilbrljr}r‘j:n‘:lhitn;tﬁ
bearing this statement, “Send me & book: Tht?_llbranabn h nvocs et
appeal to that person and sends so;nethmgt;;?lil; 11'1: dc:,: O vy
i ¢ individual., 1 bave known :

E:iia?arlgtsllje will depend on the libracian t9 make the s%]ecglonllf:rp'gszzﬁ
In a2 public institution the study of patmnt_s or pupfl sth y}ibmry oo
in charge of the lbracy would make the apphcz}tmn Q h ;.im T
ticularly valuable. I might speak from a theoretical standp v:;ho -
for instance, to the insane. It seems to me that‘a _pe;lr's?;uals » o
know the temperament -of inszme. patients or certain mt 1\; o

ticular illusions they wish to dispel, would bf" of great ser . |
e With regard to the books for the feeble minded, of comsg, as aT:-iL;;.;

i f history and, we ¥

they are simpie, but our children are very fond o e booke of
ay. the lighter class of adventurs. ‘_Ne have a gre
Sa:ly\:enture that our boys and gir.ls enjoy wvery much, :n{(lléaxivcofh::\:el:;:g
very fortunate in having a principal who gave a g;e;ler b of attenior
to the selection of books. It has rested largely with b

directly to the children.

_state institntions,

i
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LIBRARIES IN INSTITUTIQNS. 11

Dy, H. A. Tomlinson, St. Peter State Hospital: There is an old and

very true saying to the effect that “you may lead a horse to water, but
you cannot make himy driak,” and this is particularly true of thase you
would urge to dip into the Pierian spring, Children read eagerly, because
they want to know, but with adults it is different,
cannot be compelled to read. :
. Probably because of my intimate association with the work, there has
seemed to me always to be more assumed wizdom ou the part of the un-
informed with regard to what may be, or ought to be, done for or with
the insane than with regard to any other class whose welfare comes within
the scape of philanthropic endeavor. Not only in A'merica, but in Europe,
people are constantly concerned with projects for the betterment of the
condition of the insane, whose lack of training and experience nake their
efforts futile usually. If the money and encrgy that are wasted in these
undertakings were applied practically in the care and treatment of the
insane, their numbers would he rapidly reduced, and, their condition, while
under restraint, would be much less the subject of complaint and criticism.
The reason for this statement is that people who have not gained their
knowledge of the insane by living with them cazunot rid themselves of
the old superstition that the insane are less than human.

The books that wili appeal to the .sane person will appeal equally as
strangiy to the insane, and for the same reason. One of the most difficult
tasks of the counscientious librarian iz to keep people from taking out
books that they ought not to read. The only difference between these
people and our patients is one of degree. The morbid ¢gotism is greater,
and there is less mental capacity. The reason why so much of this un-
informed effort is futile i because it is based on preconceived ideas,
which ignore the relativity of the conditions in the environment of the
patient.

The use of books in institutions for the insane is not a new enterprise,
by any means. Both Pinel in France and Wiliam Tulke in England a
hundred years ago wged the importance of stimulating the interest of
the insane man i something ontside of himself, by trying to get him
interested in books. The fnnction of reading and other tnental instruction
is not, however, in the treatment of the insanity, but in the restoration
of mental capacity after the insanity has subsided.

In the Friends Asylum in Philadelphia, where I was an assistant at
one time, we made great use of books; hut there was z difference between
‘the patients in that institution and those who form the majority in our

-public bospitals. In the private institution the patients were cultjivated
people, whe were accustomed to read. Usually, however, the insane,. if
left to themselves, will select the wrong kind of books. They will selfect

and even sane people
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.. those books that stimulate introspection and minister to their morbid ego-

‘tism. That is why the insane are so often ecaper to read the Bible; and

:.. ~they are more interested in the lamentations of Jeremiah and the denun-
.- <iations of Isaiah than they are in the Beatitudes and the Gospel of St
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