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‘Their testimony, along with
that of about two-dozen other
Minnesotans, largely
denounced the 2003 cuts in the
state’s health and social servic-
es programs and Gov. Tim Paw-
lenty’s 2005 budget proposal to
end some state programs for
health care and freeze others.

Human Services Commis-
sioner Kevin Goodno said the
emotional testimony is not nec-
essarily easy to hear but is
expected. He added that the
governor’s budget was based
on protecting core services to
the most vulnerable Min-
nesotans — seniors, children
and disabled people.

Changes are needed to rein
in spiraling growth in state
health care programs as the
state confronts a projected $700
million deficit, say Pawlenty
administration officials. Even if
all of the changes the governor
proposed last month went into
effect, they said, Minnesota still
is more generous with health
care benefits than any sur-
rounding states.

But arguments like that do
not help someone like Scott
Mewhorter.

Mewhorter, who spoke at
Tuesday’s hearings, was diag-
nosed with paranoid schizo-
phrenia several years ago. As a
result, he went deeply into debt
after multiple hospitalizations.

Now stable on a regime of
medications, he holds down
temporary jobs doing assembly
work.

“My medications have been
absolutely fantastic. ... I feel
normal,” said  29-year-old
Mewhorter. But those medica-
tions cost $550 a month and
would be impossible for him to
afford were he not on Minneso-
taCare, a state subsidized
health insurance program.

The governor’s budget pro-
poses eliminating adults without
children like Mewhorter from
the program. That change would
leave between 14,000 to 19,000

adults a year without state-sub-
sidized health insurance.

Ellen Coffel, who also would
be cut from MinnesotaCare,
came from Warba, a small town
in Jtasca County, to plead her
case.

She said the MinnesotaCare
proposal was like a personal
insulf.

“That was like a slap in the
face,” said Coffel, who at 61 is
too young for health care pro-
grams for seniors.

Senators also heard from
social service providers and the
impact more trims or rate
freezes might have on their
clients.

Mark Peterson, president
and CEO of Lutheran Social
Services, said his organization
has struggled to maintain serv-
ices in the past two years given
the restricted budget of 2003
and cannot withstand further
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With her son ._.m<_o... 8, at her side, Rochelle Turan talks about the impact of past and proposed cuts in health and human services
programs on her family. Taylor has some disabilities, as does Turan’s son Marshall, 4, who also attended the hearing.

Holding up a photo of her family, Judith Blackford of Lake Elmo
tells members of the Senate Health and Human Services
Committee that being forced to declare bankruptcy because of
medical bills has been very embarrassing. Blackford has been the
primary caregiver for her son, John, who has spina bifida.

restrictions. In the last two services in six counties and, for
years, the agency had to close a time, shut down two shelters

for homeless children.

Peterson closed his testimo-
ny by talking about one dona-
tion that has helped the agency
in the last few months — a
$1,000 check from a soldier
serving in Afghanistan who
said he was sending the money
because Lutheran Social Ser-
vices once helped him when he
was young and homeless.

After Peterson’s testimony,
Sen. Paul Koering, R-Fort Rip-
ley, said he didn’t think reac-
tion to the testimony should be
a party issue.

“It has been a very powerful
morning to me,” he said.

Testimony about the budget
in front of the Senate Health and
Human Services panel will con-
tinue today and next Tuesday.

Rachel E. Stassen-Berger can be
reached at rstassen-berger@
pioneerpress.com.



