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matter not vet planned out, and hardly yet thought of. In some way they
ought as far as possible to be kept in view, lest upon the death of guardiang
they fall into miseryv.

There is assuredly a brighter side to the work, A certain small numbe;
of children--1 recall several ~have been brought to these classes, who bid?
fair to turn out valuable and virtuous members of soziety.  There are always
a certain number whose weakness is due to previous illuess, to deafness, and®
similar defects; not 1o speak of the possibility of a child taking an unr:xpect{g
ed start in mental growth, and developing genuine ambition. '

There is not room at present in the state institution for the large numba.
which even Boston could contribute. This being the case, it seems to 1
that the next hest thing is being done in the way of raising the moral tone of
children, and making them more capable in their familyv life. They may!
forget how much eight and three make, but they will not forget their good
wanners, nor their sswing and darning, and thev will never again be the'i-;
helpless loads they onee were to their families, A few will earn small wag
Probably very few will marry, [
we had a law for the custodial care of the aduolt feeble-minded women, a chief,
danger would be removed.

in shops; some will be valuable at home.

DISCUSSION
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Dr. Barr: When Mr. Seaver, of Boston, first proposed sending mes
teachers to train I was appalled. I consented to do it on condition that,l
could have them under my absolute control and could have women of culti-
vation and refinement, He sent me most delightful women in every way,
earnest, thoughtful, capable, hard workers, [ insisted that they should,
follow our classification. L gave them clinies and laid out a course of reading.
for them and had them spenad a great deal of time in mannal training and
sloyd work., 1t was a valuable experience to them. They staved threes
months and I hear from Boston that they are doing very well, using Weip
Mitchell's motto that “the working hand makes strong the working brain,” 3

Dr. Rogers: I have been intenselv interested in the work of the publlc s
schools of Boston.  During the past few vears there has been a growing d
position to get awav from the old terms, We can not get away from th
unpleasant refiections which follow the use of the word imbecile. It is ve
difficult for parents to realize that their child is feeblesminded.  They alwaysy
gpeak of him as being just a little “queer:”" as being bright, but not learning;
well at school. There is no one so ill-Atted to train a backward child as the?
parent. There are rare exceptions. 2
this work is usually overworked and she has not the time to give the inte
gent training necessary,  The development of these schools is in the lin
It is one of the things the public has been nuudiug for a lou'g
time. We do not come in contact with public

of evolution.

the race, as some people look on an insane person as a diﬂ'erent ammal u :
ourselves, 5o there has arisen this barrier betwezn the public school workg
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i and the work of the training schools for the feeble-minded. These special
-schools are bringing the work into closer contact and it confirms the conclu-
“gions which we long since formed as to the results we are after.  What is to
be the final outcome? I think these schools can act as clearing houses. A
.-:goocl wany of the children will come into institution care permanently.
i Others can get sufficicnt training to be returned to their homes, just as we
© occasionally find in our institution work now. Every superintendent can give
f 'examplca of that kind, but they are in the minority.  \What we are interested
i is the after-life of the children who shall be trained in these special schools.
Dr. Grossman: The number of children involved is much larger than
most people appreciate. At least one per centof the entire school population
of New York city should receive this special traming, and with fifty thous-
and children in the schools that wonld mean five thousand children in New
Yorkalone. Aund it has bezen shown that even that number is too small, the
actual number for New York being eight thousand five hundred.  Itis ditficult
- to sav whether these children are feeble-minded or are dull.  Many of the
cases that have been reported to me were decidedly cases that should be in
institutions for the feeble-minded and others needed a difterent kind of hand-
ling. Many of them are physically handicapped. A very large number suf-
fer from adenoids. In vue school within an hour, in a school of five hundred
¢ primary children, a very casual investigation showed me at least a dozen in
different classes whose respiration was so stopped by adenoids that I wonder-
ed how they could breathe at all.  Of coursz they fell below the grade. A
. large number have visual defects. Many of them can be helped by proper
o treatment.  Others sufler from mal-nutrition and a different environment
would help them.  Unless cared for many of these children will become pub-
. lic charges in the future.  They will either be placed in asvlums for the feeble-
minded or they will become panpors or even eriminals,  The state will have
to take care of them insome way. A great deal more enlightenment is needed
"y the public that they way anderstand it is cheaper and consideralily bet-
ter to have them taken care of now than afterwards in penal institutions. |
i‘was struck by what Dr. Barr said about training teachers. It is a grave pro-
o blem hiow to provide teachers for these classes.  There are no normal scliouls
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where such teachers can be trained, where there is enough pathological
Cpsychology.  Why can there not be arrangements made in schools for the
~Heeble-minded for the training of teachers, those who would wish to prepare
{. themselves for this special work in the public school system?  The enormity
gof the problem and tha great number of children neading attention in that
| respect are matters of great 11||1|urt'lm‘
j, Dr. Keating: Baltimore is considering the matter of starting special
{classes in the city and 1 am uuufcn ace with them. 1 rather discouraged
them at first, but since hearing the paper I am in the balance. There is one
'.'._paiut that was not treated; the medical inspection of these schools aud
Solasses. A teachier cannot decide about these cas=s.  What do they do
Boston?
” Dr. Lincoln: At fiest nothing was dome in the wav of inspection, but
mthm the last sixteen months Dr, Jelly has kindly and charitably taken upon
% “himself the duty of examining all the children in these classes.  The children
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