


th disabilities and their families into their communities.
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Partners in'Poli’Cymakiﬁé o

received the LOTUS Award from
the Women’s Committee of Spain

Rehabilitation Center. This is a

most presttgzous and competztroe

award

From 1994 Partners graduates

- We protect the rights of the not so strong,

to help them out when a rzgkt has gone
- wrong. ' ~ |

To make lives hurt free as we can, is what
we’ll do for any woman, child, or man.
Qur goal is simple, but it covers a very
large ground, no one is forgotten, not for
many roads around.

So if you're ever turned down, we’ll fight
your cause until justice is found. |

- Please give us a cjall and state your case;
- Partners will get on it, like running a
‘race. - - L |

Darryl is 45 years old and lives
in a small, rural, home with his
parents. Rarely did he travel
very far; he had no friends,

no dreams, no visions, no

opportunities. After Partners, = |
- Darryl has begun to plan

independent living options;

investigate employment

possibilities and step out of his

“home and into his community
- with confidence!




- We have had the opportunzty to k‘

perform with the Naumburg

- Orchestra at Lincoln Center in
New York Czty, but the
performarzce we’re most proud
of is our involvement in
Partners in Policymaking.
Partners has directly affected’

our family’s attitude toward and )
understandzng of our son’s - -

abilities and capabilities. A long* S e

 sought after communications

' breakthrough has occurred. The
'ehtz're s'cope and mission of our
 lives have been changed by the

- Partners experience.

Afourztazrz of znformatzorz an
awareness that the rights of
people with dzsabzlztzes must be

protected - this is what I learned /

- from Partners. Thzs will all be
‘possible when the publzc is also
informed. |

My daddy is disabled due to a
stroke and | am the mother of a
daughter with a developmental

disabilty and a son witha
learning disabifity. Family

Leadership Project provided the
avenue to me to access |

~ programs and to understand the

laws. It Is a very worthwhile
project that should continue!




Partners has made me ,

critically think about how

I need to raise my son so .y o o
- that he will achieve A
- independence and a S o

richer, fuller life. =

because of the persistence e e G
- of a Partners graduate. S S
' This law allows students -~ . ... .. . ..
graduate with their class

age 22 years. - |

I have been in an institution ™ " o
~for most of my life. 1got ~ <
- muyself a job at the local =~ T
shopping mall. (He now
works at one of his regular .
“hangout” stores).

Cinda-Rae has taken off! -~
She facilitated a meeting with staff
from Congressman George Miller's
office addressing child care and
respite issues; she also has been

~ active in a program in Solano County

- working with families who have |

young children with disabilities.




Colorado:

- I've surprzsed myself in the skills I've N
increased...I've met with a Senator and
dzdn t feel powerless

Since 1989, over 150

" Partners has gzven me a sense of worth | graduates have completed
and the znner strength to move ahead I Partners training and
| " ‘ g “have returned to their
| Durante el curso de Colaboradores en - - communities to become
‘ more effective advocates

deerazgo Yo cambze de una persona que tor themselves and their
no se sentia cémoda alrededor de personas children.

 con desabilidades, a una persona que "’

- tienes muchas personas desabilitadas

' como amigos. - |

(During Partners I changed from someone
who was not comfortable around people
with diéabi’lities to one who has many
people with disabilities as friends.)

N
Koo




elaware:

As a trainee in the Partners

- program, I now have a framework to
help me make a dzﬁ’erence for people o
with disabilities. I testified at a Joint . .
Finance Committee meeting of the 7"
| ‘Déla‘ware State Legisla‘ture' and I

spoke as a parent of a young chzld
with a dzsabzlzty in support of
contznued fundzng I was terrified
but thanks to Partners, I had the
courage to testzfy

I was SCaréd'when I testified...
no I was very, very, very nervous.i ,.
I can only get better. "

* Unfortunately, Delaware is
one of those few states that
does not have a statewide,

“comprehensive system of
early intervention services. -

~ My three year old was not
served by P.L. 99-457. 1 used
to be angry that the parents

“before me did not advocate
enough to get legislation
passed, well now I'am putting
my anger to work.




(‘\

Florida:

When I came here I was depréssed and
I only wanted to 'get out of the house
for the weekend. Now my future is so
brigh(t'IV"am going to need sunglasses.

A drop of rain is zneﬁ‘ectzve and easy to
| brush away, at Partners I have learned
that rain is powerful. It becomes a
stream of water that runs znto a lake.
The lake emptzes into a river and then
~ goes to the sea. There is no logzc in tryzng
to stop the sea. When I speak to someone
about my. chzld s needs, I hear the roar of

crashing waves and I guarantee, they will

hear it too!

 Dear Friends:

Please send a copy of Action:

A Manual to help you organize.
_Ifitis possible tosend 22

coples, | would be thrilled.
If that is not feasible | would be

~ happy for a personal copy.

| am currently taking a graduate
course on transition and will be -
glving a session on supported
employment. Your materials are

- wonderful and as a parent, an
‘advocate; and a professional,

| do appreciate them. You are

also making me want to return

North now so that my daughter
can receive services there.

Thank You

 Elizabeth DeSousa




Georgia:

Iam ve'rry‘ hopeful for the future:
I see my son as happy, educated,

- meaningfully employed, living

zndependently or with true friends.

- I see him proudly takzng his place ina
‘communzty whzch cares about him and

. accepts him ]ust the way he is.

My fbcus has\ been widened beyond my
hopes and dreams for his future. I have
- gained a great deal of insight and
knowledge from presentatzons by experts
in many fields: history of dzsabzlzty
services, early intervention, inclusion,
legal rights, housing, legislative process

| . and lobbying. More important, the

- enthusiasm and activities of my fellow

- Partners has been a real inspiration to me..

‘The American with
‘Disabilities Act Is, in my

opinion, the greatest thing
since the Civil Rights Act of

" 1964, Being both African

American and having a
disability, these laws have -
definitely impacted the
quality of my life. -

The sad part is it took

‘amendments to the U.S.
~ Constitution for certain

groups of Americans to be
treated fairly




Hawaii:

We are even more committed to

“go for it.”

Partners has contributed to their
community by running |
' for political office, establishing |
support groups, serving on Councils oo koo & dmon e usadity,
ipport groups, serving ils, | S b o s e ey

Boards, and Advisory Groups. e s adh tue e
) ‘ ’ S Corpnllid, tu -t :71.4.7, 70 ﬁ«, . ,,

Pechane <o /{)WM .

dut Wik Lirg. -(‘,u-{m .l 14);44\,' fh A_-

Two moms are advocates for the el fwam ekar e paewdc
inclusion of children at the secondary ™* ;Zf | | - |
level - new ground for many:. L e gt %7‘;3‘* | Sepestincy
- R ‘ ) e m e R
Another mom takes photos of - TZ‘]MM 2 7 g /"’:I |
locations in the‘c'ommuﬁity\‘ that are  frhue -4 Spren 'M:_bﬂ" ,
not accessible to her child who uses a o o
wheelchair. ‘She writes letters to DV ER b _,/‘:\(KVM/“?(";

increase access.




Towa:

A comprehensivefamily ’s‘up;‘aort program
could help keep families together and Oﬁer‘ %

an ejj""ectzve use of publzc dollars

s Pamzly support services should beﬂexzble, ,

zndzvzdualzzed and deszgned to meet the
4 .dzverse needs of the famzly,

It is time for the state of Ibwa to declare
that it values families in the life of
' children with disabilities. It it time to.
give ﬁnanczal support to the family
instead of the state znstztutzons and group
homes |

Mission Statement-
It is the mission of Partners ;
~ " in Policymaking to -
 transform the formal
- training, information, and
resource materials into
education, support, and
actinn in our communlties




Iilirnois:

Partners strzves to educate, ‘
“ enhance, and empower people.

‘;;?%ﬁ*x:iﬁkit .

W"{T "
Partners has showed me how I can

and must becorme part of the change

in our society to include allpeople. n |
_ o o ' Partners has allowed me to

o S ~ dream again...to dream
We learn how to” build ] : ) - about my son the way all -
constructive partnerships. o ~ parents dream about their
' ‘ . ‘ : - children. Partners has
showed me howlcanand

As I sat through Partners sesszons I . must be part of the change
wanted to believe everythzng that the in our society as we build a
speakers said. I was skeptical. Then my ~ system that includes all

daughter s educatzonal placement was people. :

descrzbed a street that goes nowhere,
stazrs that go nowhere, preschool toys and
_ﬁve nonverbal children together. |
'Now she’s included in general educatzon .
and her eyes sparkle and her face beams »
with pride. She is happy and proud.

10




I was already an advocate
but Partners zncreased my
knowledge about the
legislative process,the |
ADA, and other zssues ;
My credzbzlzty has zmproved
among government and
business leaders. I'm
consulted on dzsabzlzty
issues.

‘I had no idea of the
opportunztzes avazlable to
people with disabilities.
Now I sit on several boards

‘and am an actzve advocate for

the zssues that are zmportant
to me.

I cannot say enough good
things" about Partners.

1 learned more in ezght
weekends than 1 have in ezght
- years of 'znservzcea workslhops .

- Monthly publication of the

Indiana Governor’s Planning
Council for People with
Dlsabilitles e




L oOrLi ST

Everyone is beautiful in
his/her own way. I have
 seen kids with disabilities
exhibit more determination,
- more fight, and movre guts
than I could ever possess.

My gredtesi regret is that
z"tf'took!j,so many years to |
realize that I was an equal
and very 'imp'o'rtant partner
in all decisions concernzng
my somn.
Partners is the most
zmpresszve and dynamzc
movement on behalf of
people with dé'velc)pmental |
dzsabzlztzes to ever |
occur.

Partners will be the driving
force behind full inclusion
 for all |

-and- Sue Swenson again.
Ve are indeed well roprescnt-d in Washington,

24 Karen Lane
Monxoe, LA 71203
Septemher 2, 1992

Dr. Colleen W;eck
Minnesota Governer’s Planning

- Council on Developmental Disabilities

300 Centennial Office Buildinq
658 Cedar Street.
St. Paul, Minnesota $5155

Dear Colleen:

The Summer Training Institute in Hinnesota was wonderful! I

,wxsh all the ‘LA 1991 Partners had been able to attend. It was such
" -a rejuvenating experience.

I truly believe that we need annual
reunions to bring us up to date on legislaticn, new services, etc.,

‘and just to pump up our motivation! The faculty for the institute

were very motivating. Tt was great to see Fran Smith, Ed Roberts
Deborah McPadden is a wondcrful spoaker

Hy participatibn in Partners made me realize the inportanco of

‘ ublic awar and understanding of persons with developmental

isabilities. Prior to the movie "Rain Man", there was very little
public awareness of Autism. My first goal after Partners was to

.enhance public awarensss of autism and to increase my community’s

understanding - of this developmental . disability and therefore
facilitate acceptance of persons with autism. The establishnent of
a local chapter of the Autism Socisty of America seemed a logical
step to provide future support and resources for persons with -
autism in this area. Armed with knowledgs gained through Pnrtno:u
and ‘after several months of planninq, I began wmy campaign to

' establish a local ASA chapter in February 1992. On May 4, 1992,

with” fourteen charter members, the Northeast Louisiana Chapter of
the Autisn Society of America beca-e ‘a reality. I now serve as
presxdenc of this group. ' o

Shortly after conpleting my Partners training, I was invited

to attend a parent training session by Project PROMPT (Parents

Reaching Out - Model for Parent Training). As a result of this
¢ontact, I became involved in efforts to establish a state-wide
network of family-directed resource centers, specifically for
families of persons with developmental disabilities. It is the
mission of this Family Resource Network to senable and anpover
Louisiana families of special needs through a coordinated network
of resources;. support, and ‘information exchange. An experienced

‘and informed family of a person with a developmental disability is
- an extremely valuable resource to the family of another parson with

a‘'developmental disability. Such support.and understanding are not
available. any where else. - I am now serving as chairman of ‘the

"Board of Directors for Families -Helping Families of Northeast
‘Louxsxana, as our Rngion VIII r-source center is now callud




I fznd myself much more able to cope

I find myself lookzng long term and
setting goals and priorities. szzng
Michael’s acadermic prbble_ms which were
so impt)rtant one year ago are secondary

- now. More zmportant is self concept,
\soczalzzatzon zntegratzon and zndependent
lzvzng skills.

- For me, bezng able to communicate with.
polzcymakers has dzmznzshed the under-

| lyzng rage I have experzenced for so many o

years due to my Anzshznabe herztage

If I could break down one barrier for
- people with disabilities, it would be other
: people s ﬁrst zmpresszons '

Janyl‘bs’,jAndérIis twenty-one.

He attends Normandale -
- Community College and
~ enjoys math and science
 more than Englishor
- humanities. He currently -
- has aclass in American

Govemment and said that
it's frustrating to learn that
out of the 10,000 bils that
have been introduced in-

‘Congress only 500 to 700

actually have hecome law.
James has cerebral palsy.




 Missouri:

To hear people talk about what I dream

about for my child was great I have so

much znformatzon and my horizons have

. ,broadened to znclude so much more It S
scary, soberzng, and thrzllzng

Partners has enabled me to contznually

search for knowledge and with that . | take this opportunity to
| knowledge I hope to become a catalyst for say thank you for letting me
change | o o | B - beapartofPartnersin

: s - . Policymaking graduation

| ‘weekend. It was a weekend
Beyond the confzdence and knowledge you 1 will keep in my heart for a

come away with, there are the true " very long time.
partnersths | o o o
, Sincerely,

s

QJEbse Junes,




| Understandzrzg the system ‘how to access |

the systemn in the approprzate way, how to
ajj‘”ect posztzve policy charzges - this
- knowledge will better prepare parents to

: properly make system changes and zmprove»»

the quality of the lives of our children.
- Partners gave me urzquestzorzable gains in
my knowledge of the system, how to
advocate for my two foster sons, and ,
| corztrzbute to enhancing the opportunztzes
for all individuals with disabilities to
aékiebe }z’ndeperzderz'ce;

'At a tzme when everythzng in our persorzal X

lives seemed bleak and hopeless, and we
lacked support and knowing how |
| the system worked Partners made it
possible to regain some self- “worth and
patch up a pretty banged up self- esteem
I now have the tools.to be effective in
~ implementing our goals for our son, to
o change fear into opportunity. and work
- within the systems to make decisions.
Dare to dream...that Partners not only wzll
make a dzﬁ"ererzce but is the dzﬁference |

- Partners is an effective and -
- powerful effort because it
- combines national and local
~ expertise. Parentswith
 their years of experience

in the developmental

| . disabilities system, coupled

with Partners training,
results in knowledgeable

.. and focused leaders for our-
- state. o




~

Nebraska:

‘Partners was a bzg shock for me. I always
felt 1solatzorz was better so people with
dzsabzlztzes wouldn’t take teasing and

| abuse. 1 vzew zndzvzdual plans dzﬁ"erently.

My plan of actzon zncludes electzorz to the
Arc Board and developzrzg closer contact
‘wzth publzc oﬁ"zczals

I now have more control in my child’s

future in school and there s no reason not -

to speak out about corzcerrzs

| dldn’t know Adult Basic .

Education was even
possible for my daughter
who is currently out of
school, unemployed and not
recelving any services.

- Partners taught me a lot,
“now my daughter has -
started classes and we hoth-

are féel_'ingf‘very hopeful.




I now feel COnﬁdénf to make ‘ihfbrmed and

good decisions. I am not afrazd of askzrzg

for help.

,Ourfamzly s changzng We purchased a

computer and added onto our house to
o g_zve_ our,son t_he przvacy he needs__

I learned zndependence I can talk for .
myself and not have someone talk for me.
I have become aggresszve and know when

- :to use my power B

Iam so much more znformed encouraged; |

| and stren gthened

A statewide telephhne .

network was established

~ after the first Leadership
Series in 1988 and grows

annually with each series.

~ This network is activated

whenever a political issue
or information sharing is
identified that may affect

- _families or individuals with
disabilities,

SR




I want to be a model for my seven
year old daughter wzth cerebral

- palsy. I want her to know that she R

has a voice and should have the
tools and self esteern to use it.

Partners are making changes in
‘their communztzes I don tfeel
. powerless.r o

Self-czdvocates seek crosswalks wzth: t‘

signals, a lengthened walk perzod

- pedestrian over pass, or alternatzve,,

signals for people who are blind
when a friend with developmental

- disabilities was killed crosszng a

-street

- Diversity is important. N
- Most of us now see thatall
* people are people first with

needs and rights. Weall

~ want to enjoy life, to feel
- productive and secure.

g
N




- Partrzers are the rzatiorzal guard.

. In 1991-1992, the family support budget
was restored Famzly support legzslatzorz

~ was enacted. Partners are servzng on the
State Advzsory Courzczl | |

- Havzng a chzld with a severe dzsabzlzty

was like having a grenade lobbed into the j
serenity of our family life. Everythzng in

our life exploded. After one weekend of

’ Partners, I came homie and sazd We re

gozng out to dznner 7 Ididn’t mznd the

' stares because I'm a membe1 of this great
club unzted strong, and workzng for

| charzges ‘ o

In 1'992 , a Partners graduate wroteto“ .
- Fisher Price to aSZ: why children with
disabilities weren’t included in the
| catalog The company responded by
inviting her son for a photo shoot.
- Children with disabilities are now
| regularlyfeatured in thezr catalogs

' Ana#té’sna Somozawasa

television star on Februarv 20,

1993 when President Clinton
“met with 30 children fromthe
" United States. Anastasiawas

the only child to have a

o dlsahllity She nearly moved
- President Clinton to tears as -
she explained how her sister

uses a computer to commun-
icate and she wants her to be

" In the same classroom.

The New York City Public
Schools have fought against




 more about dzsabzlztzes and how I can

improve the conditions in soczety by bezng

‘a part of society. It made me feel
important and it also gave me a greater
j»sense of self conﬁdence |

When I think of a Partner I thznk of
' someone who walks with you through
| thick and thin regardless of the situation.

Partners has operzed my potential to be an

informed, aggressive advocate for. my
famzly arzd cammunzty :

I learried ab‘out\thediﬁ‘erent ‘COnnections |

 you can use to get things done. I enjoy

' talking to people with the same problems,
| working together so that things are less \

' "dyﬁicult ' ‘

Partners is an experience that

has really changed my lifel]

feel much more in charge and

" more able to handle

bureaucratlc mumbo-jumbo.
I am less intimated I:y people in

~ authority and | ﬂnally believe

they are neither monsters nor
superheroes, but just people in

" jobis where they may or may not
be doing well. My job now is to-
- keep track of how well they do -
~ concerning my interest. -

L8




| 'f‘My'sor"z was totally iSolatéd andidz’d

like school. Because of Partners, myz.y.son is o

- the model of inclusion; he is happzer and

| has more frzends than I dreamed posszble :

P -récéived va‘l‘uable‘ inférmaiion and
inspiration needed to advocate for all =
people with disabilities.

The équ‘ivalent'of a master’s degree in
o dzsabzlzty and advocacy Partners has
- challenged my perceptions and |

: g"zven me a clearer sense of dzrectzon

I nowfeel dgfj"erently about my chzld zt

, -doesn’t matter to me that he has a
e dzsabzlzty I look at him as equal to others

- Thank you for the knowledge, experzence
o ”fzre, and compassion.

When | came to Partners,

_ my daughter’s education -
_ program was a mess.
I could not understand why
~ she didn’t like school.
_After a few sessions, | -

learned how my daughter |

' prohably felt. | then learned

what to do and how to do it.
Partners has been the clear

o road to my daughter’s g
~ success and happlness




el

Onio:

Thzrteenfamzlzes met with all.sS. House" -

'member to dzscuss health care reform

We were named foster famzly of the year .
. by our county I have served on the state:-* |

early znterventzon commzttee

We deSZgned a currzculum about
disability awareness. The slide show
- depicts children and famzlzes who are

| 'dzjferently abled ‘The zmpact has
 increased understandzng among nurses;
- social workers, admznzstrators parents,
| and teachers | |

- Over the past year, Chris
had spent a good part of
“his school day in regular
© classrooms and has llegun :
‘to use facllitated commun-
ications with assistance -
from the school staff.
Tested two years earlier,
 Chrisscoreda28onanl.Q.
test. The latest evaluation,
using facilitated commun-
ications, resulted inan
estimated score of 133.

ST




Oregor:

1994 Class «
Ouf vision of the future:

Pamzlzes and consumers are znz)olved in "~

polzcy and budg t development

’Supports are des gned for an zndzvzdual
‘notasa servzce s stem L

The Stdte of Ore O, fecognizes that
famzlzes constitute the largest provzder |
_'system zn the sta e |

Saenaniananonre

Pamzlzes and CO?M; umers have a chozce in

” the deszgn and s lectzon of supports

_ o+ | ,
Famzlzes and consurmers partzczpate in
evaluatzng servz es. |

.........................

T e ew




, I belzeve I wzll be able to partzczpant in
; ‘those areas of the movement that I have
interest in more fully and also be able to

-lzsten to dzjj"erent view. poznts wzthout o ‘lprepare and dlstr butea
dzsdazn o 7 ‘ » "~ one page, three column
| S o newsletter, along with other
I think I am more cOﬁﬁdent about how I | ;:?::,:ﬁ:ﬁ?:::gt" '
: present\myself and my wishes. I'm not families and over 15 others,
nervous about talking to polztzczans now. including providers,
- I also think I'm angrier, more militant, - Interested professional,
. and educators. We have
| and less able to keep my mouth shut when " provided informationto
I see znequztzes Hopeﬂlly, ’ll fznd a way ~ schools. |feel muchmore -
. to use *my anger constructzvely ~ " comfortable in writing or
- otherwise contacting o
" legislators. ldon’thaveto
‘be an expert, attorney, or
- professional. My know-
- ledge asaparentand
- advocate is valuable and
1 ama powerful and

_ convincing spokesperson.

i




South Dakota:

| oné of the gr’aduates“libed in a groupv N |
home. After graduatzon, she purchased .
‘ her own home. . ‘ | |

Pa'rtn‘ers\' vdtteﬂ‘ded a series of town. )
meetinge c’zr‘ovund the"sttzte The State -
agency staff wanted to know if the -
c:oordznator had worked wzth one wztrzess

o all day to prepare her. No, we didn't

coach her. She s a Partners graduate
f I was dozng pzecework at a sheltered """ |
workshop I decided to go back to school .
to become a secretary. The dzj_"ference was

o self esteem. Partners saved my life.

used to be on psychotropzc medzcatzon I
started askzng questions, decided to say 1o
- and took control of my lzfe

3%




; Tennesse:x  ¢

- It’s about havzng a vision and then
fzndzng ways to enact that vision in
tangzble outcomes -

: ‘Partners zncludes czvzcs confzdence
E buzldzng, and grassroots radzcalzsm

. My partzczpatzon in the Partners prograrn'

- was a positive experience. This experzence‘
" has raised the level of my involvement in

 both the legi‘slative and community
| development arenas. The leadership
i traznzng I recezved zmproved my ability
‘ to address the issues that people with
~  disabilities face from the standpoznt of
an znformed advocate | |

' Being a member of Partners in Policy-
 making has taught me that we who
“know” can make a posztzve difference in
| the polzczes that affect us or our children..
| It turns the helpless powerless feelzngs .
| into knowledge znﬂuence and change

 Izhtak Perlman, noted
’ .mternatinnal violinlst' ‘

One has to separate one’s
abilities from one's

 disabilities. Some people

locked on me as sweet, a

N human interest story, that’s
- what 1 had to work to

gvercome. Even with aII the

- regulatlons, accessibility at
“concert halls is stlll a crap .
,shot

Exce rpted from Breakmg
' Ground: a newsletter of the
- Tennessee Developmental
: Dlsabllitles Councnl




Texas:;

I have en]oyed partzczpatzng in the

- Partners class so very much Iam lookzng: .

2 e

forward to putting my new knowledge to
| work You have created a wonderful and
| necessary program that I am glad to have
had the opportunity to attend and beneﬁt

from the fabulous resources, wzsdom and
. znformatzon you presented

I fznally have wheels After a wait of
‘over 2 years I received an adapted car in

- September I have a permzt so now I will

take lessons Perszstence pays o_/j"

The znfOrmatzon was invaluable. I now

understand why it'is so derogatory to use{if

the “H” word

| ,Le‘tﬁtia‘clay,r San Angelo, ™

’ Mter Partners, lwasa

changed person. | set to

_ work on creating what was B
~ best for Rodney andour

family. After some struggle,
we got Rodney Into a regular
third grade class, he got

 help from staff and other
kids. His hehavior: ptoblems'

faded away quickly. twas

then it dawned on me that
- Rodney had been bored with

no role models. Now heis

“learning, taking part in
“school activities and

making frlends o

1y
~i




I was gzven the opportunzty to become a "

 Partner and this outstandzng program

o opened my eyes to the many different

types of disabilities and disability zssuee |

~ The traznzng sessions and guest speakers

| provzded an outlook of the necessity for

 people with dzsabzlztzes to become active in

| changzng and supportzng programs and
servzces that will zmprove thezr lzves |

The Partners experience has provided me

with sound knowledge about disabilities

- and how to give individuals wzth

 disabilities the abzlzty to mature and

'change their lives and to enable the |

' parents of ckzldren to support and meet
the challenges faczng them. o

‘VThe tzme that I spent in Partner was

wonderful I was taught what ser'ozces are

- avazlable and how to utzlzze them It has

gzven me the conﬁdence and knowledge to
. stand up for myself and others

A year or so vagq when someone
. asked me if | had Family
~ Support, | thought they were

asking if my. parents or famlly '

- members lived close by. Then!
heard about Partners. |applied

" and what | learned changedmy -~
- life and the life of my child

forever. | now have a family
support trainer that does

- community activities with my
- son weekly and also resplte -
- _care so my husband and I have
" some time together.
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I have been arn adZ)OCate for my sor fOr th e
. - past ten years; rzow I know how to doit
rzght’ ‘ , o

- Partners has gzverz me a road map to
follow which has enabled e to |
successfully rzavzgate through the system -
'Ifzrzallyfeel like T am in control, 1 have -
o been empowered |

B VTh“e s’k’ills learrted‘ irz Partners are'lz'fe-

lcmg, and I am always going to need and.

use them. As a result of those skills,

B successﬁdly got my son into a summer _
‘ parks and recreatzorz program
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The znformatzon I recezved“"gave me ,.
confidence to advocate Sfor my daughter. K
Knowledge is a powerful tool e

I was determzned to go back to school to

" receive my G.E.D. I have more confzde

o in askzng and seekzng what my g1 ed
and deserve. I ran for the School Board

and wzll try agazn this fall. - g

| .“This‘- ioas a 'once ina lifetime oppoft»unity
- to receive an enormous education in a few '

weekends. It provzded me with

‘ ‘conﬁdence, assurance, poise and

| 'determznatzon that I too can make a

difference for people with developmental

dzsabzlztzes | |

" Just afew people truly can make ejffectzve ‘
‘changes. : ‘ '

R Intense edizcat'ion abOut dis‘abilit‘z’es}
‘The other partzczpants played a key role in

| ‘teachzng We shared our unzque
' experzences '




 Partners brzngs us together znstzlls self
‘~conﬁdence to beCOme active partzczpants
in advocatzng for our rzghts

Partners opened a ‘ZOt of doors for our
- son sfuture and showed us he can lzve a
full lzfe gzven ‘the chance |

I have learned to speak out Sfor people whor

- are dzsabled and to stand up for our
" rzghts | |

o Partners was a very good experzence, I

R ',learned a lot, hadfun got to know other o

people from around the state.

Partne‘rs' ~reoitali2~ed! |

est Virginia:

 Shirley Klein, a computer

specialist, recently traveled to

- England and had this to say:.

My trip has made me realize

that we must not only work

to preserve and implement

“the ADA in this country, but
‘we must also strive to
‘ensure these hardwon
rights are realized by people -

 with disabillties throughout

the world.
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For more Intnrmatinn, contact

- anesota Gnvemor s councll on Developmental Disabmtles |
, o 300 Centennial Office Building :
- 658 Cedar Street
St Faul MN 55155
. 612/296-4018 ,
612/296-9962 TDD
©° 612/297-7200 FAX o
admln dd@state mn.us E Mail o




