Capitol at |mpasse on plans to move retarded

By Sam Mewlumid
SiaflT Wiler

Batile fines hardencd Wednesday i
the Minnesotn Legislature over a pro-
posal 10 move nearly all 1,300 retard-
ed people oul of stale hospitals and
into small group homes in the next

i yearL

The House Health and Human Ser-
vipes Cﬂ:ﬂlll:qd?wrg&:dh: p::ﬁ
Agreei tanti with 1 i
by ﬂn“munmzn: E\f Human Ser-
vices 1o leave only a handiul of re-
tarded in the hospitals by
mid-1995,

Bul in a Senaie commiiiee, Sen. Don
Samuelsnn, DFL-Brajnerd, argued
for his rival ball, which would show

and |cave more people m
the slate hospiials, now called region-
al treatment centers,

A hoped-for comprombse fell apan
Lt weskend,

Samuelson snd Rep. Paul Ogren
DFL=Aitkin, broke off compromise
talks when they couldn't agree on the

number of siate-operated group
homes that should be in place by

1993, n is author of the depart-
meent hill that emenged from several
months” negotipiions amang tlerest
groups on ihe departmeni’s plan to
reshape the hogpital sysiem.

With deadlines for commities acison
approaching, the odds are great that
the issue will be settled in a confers
ence commitiee near the end of the
sesmion. “'m a lnle dismaved 1o say
it. bui | think that’ | whene we'ne
lekely 1o go." Oigren said

The House Health and Human Ser-
vices Commitiee defeated two crli-
cal amendments before approving
the depariment bill on & vosce vode.
One, by Rep. Kns Hosskamp, DFL-
Croaby, would have deleted the num-

ey aoff p:qlph 1o be moved and direce-
ed the depariment io came back with
another plan,

Anoiber, by Rep Stevem Sviggum,
IR-Kenyon, lost o & 12-12 tie vole.
It would have given employees of
privaie group homes & 3.5 pewcent
pay increase (o help reduce the differ-
ence between their pay and the pay of
state emplovess. Sviggum sawd W
woalkl cost :IoI 4 million the next two
YEATE

Ogren wmitd the amendment would
make budgei-cutting problems much
worse. Rep. Lee Greenficld, char-
man of the Human Services Division
of House Appropriations, said: |
know of no way we're going 1o come
up with §2.9 milion,”

Labbyisis for private operaiors of
residences and activity centers for the
retarded have pushed hard for pay
equity. They argue thai sale pay-
meni rates produce an unfair dissd-
vantage that will drive away skilled
privale £m ces and prodece infe-
I CaTE, partment of Human
Bervices and many legislators have

said, in effectt Yes, it's o problem,
bul we can'l fix il now.

The Howse commitiee adopied an
amendment by Ogren for moderaie
increases in the number of relarded

Emp]: tex be lefi in regional centers,
our-hed crisiy wills would be estab-

lished at six centers, in Camberidge,
Faribauli. Fergus Falls, Moose Lake,
51 Pewer and Willmar, In addition,
iwo [5-bed umiis would remain al
Willmar.

In the Senate, Samuelsan’s il speci-
fies mo dwindling numbers of retard-
ad people 10 be lefl in the regional
centers at certnin points the next few
weary, as the House bill does. He and
olher opponents of the depariment’s
plan object 10 2 queda-based plan for
maving people out. arguing that indi-
vidual peeds and high-quality care in
the commuenity should come firsL

He substiiuied his bill yesterdoy for

an earlier version drafled by repre-
sentatives of the hospatal commians-

tied. But spokesmen for the commu-
nities spoke in favor of the new ver-
aiom.

1t places = greater burden off, the
depariment to prove the desirabaliny
of moving each regional center 'fési-
dent slated for transfer,

It requires the II'.IIL'-dpcﬂl!-l!-I.l SVEIEm
to b regional in chamacier, incluging
the 105 group homes and 44 -:Ih]r
program centers the stale
operate. The state hospitals nrJl-ul ht
headquaricrs for each region.

Under Samuelson's hill,, large  \Com-
munity-hased homes for the refarded
woukl have 1o pare down along with
the regional centers.

By the year 20, mtermedinte facili-
ties could have no more than 16
beds, Mo regional center resident
could be moved 1o & place with more
than §5 beds. By md-1993 that Timit
wioald drog to 10 beds,




