Minnesota
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TOWN MEETING

ST, PETER STATE HOSPITAL REGION
September 17, 1984

PROGRAN
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Miriam Karlins
Town Meeting Coordinator
"FOR YOUR INFORMATION': A Colleen Wieck, Ph.D.
REVIEW OF CURRENT STUDIES Project Director
CITIZENS RESPOND Audience Participation

Resource persons are avallable in the audience to answer
questions and supply additional information.

In order to allow time for maximum audience participationm,
please limit your comments to three minutes.

Persons wishing to write or phone their suggestions, con-
cerns, or questions may do so by writing to Colleen Wieck,
Ph.D., Project Director, State Planning Agency, 201 Capitol
Square Buflding, 5350 Cedar Street, S5t. Paul, Minnesota 55101,
or phone (612) 296-4018.

A one-day, toll free call-in will be held statewide on Tues-
day, October 16, 1984, from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The pro-
cedure will be for the caller to dial 1 (800} 652-9747 and
ask to be connected to the "State Hospital Study.”" The state
operator will then connect the caller to our phone.

AN ECUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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: Possible closure to be discussed

Town meeting set o

. The possible closure or reduction in
. size of the Minnesota Valley Sociat
© Adaptation Cenier (MVSAC) wilt he
- discussed from 7-9:.10 p.m. Monday,

Sept. 17 in a wown meeing al the St.

Perer High Schoo! Litle Thearer,

The meeting is one in a series being
conducted by the State Planning Agen-
¢y to determine where angd how the
. deinstitutionalization ol menially
t retarded  patients throughou  siate
Tacilities will take place.

Such aciion has been mandared by

the Minnesota Supreme Court which in

4980 calted Tor the population of men.

tally retarded patients in state facilitics
1¢ be L850 by July 1, 1987, The
pupulation at July I, 1984 was 2,225,
MVYSAC, one of eight such facilities in
the state, houses 70 patients.

The process has been further en-
coursged by the federal government
which has promised waivers an Title 19
Medicaid requirements if the state
closes 15 mentally retarded beds over«
the next three years as a  cost-

containment measure,
AN the town meeting, officials plan
to gather testimony on ihe passible im-

-pact such a reduction wouid have at the

loca! level. According 1o the St. Peter
Area Chamber of Commerce, closing
MVSAC would mean the loss of about
200 jobs in the 51, Peler aren. -

MVSAC has a staff of 207 and a 3%
roillion payroll, according to its direc-
tor, Bill Hendrickson.

The Stale Planning Agency is onr-
rently exploring alternative forms of

housing memally retarded individvals,
such -as group homes opcrated the
county, slate or jointly.

The »gency i also sludying clent
and saff necds and other uses of state
hospital baildings,

The agency is expected to raake e
recommendations ta 1he legistatere by
Jan. 31, 1985, The stndy way initiated

to stabilize the deinstitmionalization -

process and prevent rapid closures of
state Tacllities such as the Rochesier
State Hospital.
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Support MVSAC on Monday

It's a tunny thing about legistative deci-
slons. They tend to move like water or
electricity, ending up where there is the
least resistance. -

" The legislature has mandated the
State Planning Agency to conduct a
study of ‘how and where to deinstitu-
- lionalize mentally retarded patients of
state faciliies. There are eight such
facilities in the state; the Minnesota
Valley Social Adaptation Center (MVSAC)
In St. Peter is one of them.

The state is under court order to
eliminate 375 menially retarded beds
over the next three years. The federa!
government is promising an easing ot
Medicaid restrictions if the state
eliminates 535 beds. MVSAC houses 170
mentally  retarded individuals and
empioys 207 staff members.

it is conceivable the MVSAC facility
could be closed to meet the court order
and the federai government's offer.

State officials have been conducting
hearings in each of the eight host com-
munities to find out what kind of
economic impact such a move would

AITay, Nepiomber 13, 1984

-have. I's not*hard to guess what the loss -

of 207 jobs and a $5 million payroil would
have on St. Peter, .

Hearings in other communities have
drawn large audignces who in no uncer-
tain terms have described the potential ;

effects the facilities' closures wouid have

on their towns. In Moose Lake, a town: of £
1,400, a reported 1,200 people showed |

up 1o voice their feelings. in Faribault,
750 showed up.

The state is investigating the possibility
of putting the deinstitutionalized mentaily
retarded in group homes. This type of
care may have its advantages, but on the
local economic level "aione, it is no

- replacement for MVSAC. -

If this situation concerns "you, you
should show up at the ‘St. Peter meeting.
A poor attendance- may be taken as a
sign that St. Peter appraves of clesing

"MVSAC. '

The St. Peter hearing will be heid from
7-8:30 p.m.-Monday, Sept. 17 at the St.
Peter High School Little Theater. For the
sake of our community, please show up
and speak your mind.

Our comeminlty is hearing a lot of
liguies concerning the possitiie loss
of the Minneseta Valley Social Adap-
tation “Gunker. Many of them are
meaningless a1 {isst glance,

For example, what ddes a $5
million 1958 tn payrell mean fo 1he
“average family of tour* in St, Peter®

Whal aboul some future date®

What could the l9ss of tha enfire

hospilal mean® 1's diflicult, il not im-

Around St. Peter

" should expect a drastic drop i pro-
party values. In Le Sugur homes are

- 25 peicent 10 40 percenl Cheapes
than in St. Petes. Take a good lock ar -

real estate ads in next week's Vatlay

" Shogper for an example.

We could expect changes in cily
services. Tha Btdte Hospital is the
fargest water ‘and elecirie powar
cusiomer in 1. Paler.

-Businesses as large as gur banks.

‘o as small in scope as Ihe

neighborhood newspaper carries will
feel an impact. Smaliar is not hetter.
It means virlually everyihing in our
everyday life will become more ex
pensive.

LK N ]

possibla, far families not immediataly -
involved with employment a1 the -

hospilal 1o determine the changes in

- their lives,

Ong way would be to compare the '
.. Cevasialing changes in Le Suewr in

P

T recent years, in the aflermath of in-
| dustrial deserlion by large b_usine_sses ,

“there. Homeowners,  for exarnple,

b’l "'aﬂ'v ﬁvlﬂoﬂ’, hlﬂlﬂt:i
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State Hognital meeting in St Peter

ST. PETER — I future of St.
Peter State Hospitn: will be dis-
cussed at a town meeting at 7
tonight at the St. Peter High
School auditorium. :

The moeeting, scheduled to run
until 9:30, is ene of rine scheduled
by the Minnezota Siate Planning
Agency 18P'A1 tlaoughout the
state. The goal is tv collect public
lestimony on the future of the
state hospital svsten: for the 1985
legisiative session.

The bulk of the program will be
devoled to audience participation.

Y/ 7 er _Aérq &
Sepd 13,1

State olficials hope the town
meelings will generate specilic
suggestions for the Legislature,
The major concern, aceording to
the SPA, is how to provide cost-
effective. quality services while
recognizing econemic constraints.

Anyone unahle to attend the
town meeting is urged to send
suggestions to Colleen Wieck,
Developmental Disabilities Pro-
gram, State Planning Agency, 201
Capitol Square Building. 550
Cedar Street, 5t. Paui, MN 53101.

In other ection. the camacfly

—Dkeussed the upcoming town
meetim sponsored by the State
Planning Avency to receive com-
munity input on the possibility of
reducng or ciosing the Minnesota
Valley Social Adaptation Center,
the uni of the State Hospital hous-
ing mentally retarded residents,
Walcott szid if people didn’t show
up for the meeting, it would be

taken as a sign of apathy, Coungil
hMember Jerry Dreifer said com-
pltely closing the cnit “would be
astronomical™ in its effect. Eco-
nostic Development Director Mike
Kearney said 1,200 people attended
a similar meeting in Moose Lake,
a town of about 1,400 people.

The St. Peter meeting is set for
7 p.m. Sept. 17 at the St. Peter
Hiph School.




st Peter rallies support for keeping state h

Iy SHERRY CRAWFORD

¥Free Press Stat! Writer ) Lo
ST, PETER — Closing St Peler State Hospital

“watld haran bath its patients and employees, as

well an ihe keal economny, and that's not acoept-

ahle, A crowd of nearly 500 told ‘state officials

Monday nighl, ]

The twolwir meeting brought public comment
from hospilal workers, DSychologms. community
leaders and patrents of the mentally- and
Hh}'?-:il_‘iln_' hamlicapped, ail of whom said stale
. femspitzds e needed. for care that community-

hased Gicifitios cant handie.

- The inwn mwrling was one of nine. state meelinéﬁ .

un Lhe fulure ol slate huspitals, the 1ast of which is
seb far (el & The Legislature this year directed
the State Planning Agency (SPA) to gather public
input; a decision that came alter the state Dep-
artenent of Alumany Services. (DHS) announced last
Eheember 8 planned o reorganize -the hospital
SYEEOIN, o

Thad plan was dropped because of strong opposi-
tin, bul psty crilies were alsg over the
o pavinient's plans for *‘waivered services™ for the
telarded, whith would foeus on community-based
eare rather han hospitalization. DHS applied for
st wi weaetedl s federal waiver to allsw uge of
Aladie aid For o vanety of eommunity services and
forditivs, 18 was Lhat cunlmveriﬁelhat ted legisla-
Le.ts le direct the SPA to study need for hospi-
[ENES B : :

SUNCERN OVITR g national trend calling for de-
Peditulinunlizahion, and the 1982 closing of Roch-
eiler State thepifal and Hastings State Hospital in

11:7 werg evidenl Monday night in several people's’y =

comemnents. ’

The Rev. Dac Dernek, chaplain al the state
hospital, said he was sl Rochester State Hospital
when It was chsed, & decision that shocked patl
ents. :

“l remember the struggles of 23 families” be
cause of that closing, Dernek said. One employee
died of heart problems Dernek said he thought
stemimed from the closing. Three employees went
through divorces, and three patients committed
suicide after they were refeased. :

. Dernek said he has seen former patients in the
streets of Rochester when he visits, and,

have become street people.'’

Those who oatce could turn to the Rochesler
facilily for belp before their illness reached a
severe, critical point now have nowhere to furn for
help. Dernek siressed:the heed to help the handi-
capped and remember that “behind their illnesses,
their moods. they are human beings. , . ,* :

Another former Rorhester State Hospilal em-
ph:ivee told the audience, "If it happens hete, ladies
and gentlemen, you are in for a.very rough Hme.”

A variety of community leaders — including.

Gustavis Adolphus College Presigent Jobn Kendall, =

St. Peter. Mayor Doug Pyan, St. Peter Supt. Les
Swartwoed, Nicollet County Welfare Director

-Dayton Martinson ‘and Mankate Yocational-

Technical Institute Director John Votca — woived
cantinued support fur Lhe stale hospital program.
Volca and Kendall cited the learning and tralning
opporiunities far students at their Institutiony made
ible because of the hospital's cooperation in
Eltemships and sludy programs.
artinsen said the variety of services at the::

“They -

- hospital covers a wide spectrum of handicaps.
sa.kr his depariment and the Nicollel Covnty Wel-
fare Board feel the hospital provides the least-
restriclive selting for many devel
ordered individuals, people who cou
in a community- “operation,

Gregg  Woods,
tearings in 1973 for the praposed closing of St.
Peler Security Hospital, That drew the comununity
together, Woods said, and that same backing exists
for the stale hospital. ' .

Dr. Charles Sheppard, former medical director at
5t. Peter Security Hospilal, thanked the crowd for
local suppart for the securily hospital in 1973 snd
said the. idea aof de-institutionalization “has been
and can be carried too far.™

Sheppard szaid the kinds of patients al the
regional treatment conter “do not get the care in

aot function

the communily the can get in the hospital, if they
ped in the

. need hospital care.” .
e said he has seen many handicapper
Twin Cities “wandering the stroets ftke lost souls,"
becoming derelicts aﬁgbems taken to jails, ‘where
Several psychologists working at the hespilal sald
they fear that many of thetr paticnts, if forced (uto
comununity-based facilities, would not make it and
said mapy others would also sulfer because of the
losg of family suppoit Bm rams. L
A social worker at the Eital. formerly a Cali-
fornia resident, sald thal that atate tried o osing its
hospilals and. found itself returning to the state
institution system afer a few years because it
[ d&-institutionalization] works for some people, but
not for ail." . . .
K]

mentally dis- .

a S Peter atlorney, recalied -

_.taI,
-Frfduricks:m. Kep. Aflen Quist and Sen. 135:1 Hoy.
neke. | ] S o

- A woman who recenlly moved fron Minuls said
she worked in a community-based home for ihe
mentally relarded and found thel when that slate
closed state_ institutions and refocated thure pativ

ents o communily-based facilities, Lhe: could pot -
handie the mere sévere cases. . 4 B

{ne woman described herself a3 the. mother of »
severely physically handicapped boy now exrexl for
in the state hospital's programs. That, she said, has
made life bearable and livable for hersclf and her |
ll;niomllyfh aritl she medh‘e }m support or assistance

m ihe communi Ore EUEtin; i
kogpital ¥ Iy lo the slap?.

Ken Lundbergof the &, Peter Chamber of Corny-
merce. reading from & position statement, noted
that the regional treatment eenter has T42 emplnp- -
ees, with a $2¢ mitlion annual payrall thaf kas ‘a
$140 milllivn impact on the area. . -

“Any Joss al the state lospital would have i
devasiating effect on the ecoromiy of the compie

iy as well as a_loss of services nel fourd.

elsewhere In the rﬁim. Clusure would Force the
sale of 75 homes in St. Peter, he said. 17 pervent of
the Si. Yeter area’s wages, and $100,000 Test to toeal
merchazts, o
Mike Kearney, evonomic development specialis(
fm_- St. Peler. estimated that the closig of the
Minnesola Valley Social Adaptalion Cenler at the -
hospitat by itself would cost the comimily 207
jobs. Those jobs would affect the hwss of 888 vihaer
Jubs in & ripple effect,; Kearney said. .
Legislators present volced suppart for the hospi-’
hey included Rep, Mark Piepho, Sen. Donnds

-
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Are you listening, legislators?

St. Peterites spoke eloquently and
powerfully Monday about an issue that
concerns us all: the future of the St. Peter
State Hospital.

As evidenced in the town meeting at
St. Peter High School, there is a concern
here for more than the jobs that would te
aftected by such a closure. There is a
concern that the basic philosophy behind
deinstitutionalizing mentai patients may
be flawed.

The state, the courts and many pro-
gressive leaders in social services and
psychology have called for the place-
ment of patients in the “‘least restrictive
environment.””’

While the reasoning behind this s
sound, that mentally ili and mentaly
retarded people need room to grow and
develop, there rises the question as to
what constitutes the Ieast restrictive en-
vironment.

Patients’ parents, psychologists and
medical staff alike testified Monday that
some patients are better off in the Stats
Hospital than they would be in group

homes. Some require the intensive care

-that only the hospital can provide.

Our sociely is traumatized by the im-
ages we have of Bedlam, the Hospital of
St. Mary of Bethlehem, a notorious Lon-
don insane asylum. And certainly, the
history of institutionalizing the mentally il _ﬁ
in our own country leaves much to be |
desired. But this image does not fit
what is happening at St. Peter State
Hospital. From the heartfelt testimony of
Monday's meeting, it is evident the staff
is comprised of highly-trained profes-
sionals who are loving and caring people.

it is time for the legislature to recon-
sider the philosophy that went into the

mandate of deinstitutionatization. As can |}

be seen by the large number of in-
capacitated people wandering.
downtown streets of large urban areas,
removing them from a confined, but safe,
environment has simply not worked.

The guestion the legisiature must ask
itself before it closes another state
hospital is, “Who is really being served
by such a move?"

the |
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500 atiend town meeling

Residents decry hospital closuge

By Rem (reruicw
Area regdans gpmhered In foroe

. Maondoy 10 1ell reproscrunives ul the

SiMe Punfing Ageny ono rhingp:r

o't elose Sr. Paer S Hospical,

Alloazved no more than theee mingics
ek, wlow ﬂl cvic lewders. Seme
Ho I h 5

Feterson's fonaarks. Prodens of (he
Kuginmal Tremtmemy Cenier's
Valupiew Coundl, Hawker fnvied
bezinluors o tend 1he haapital's open
B on G, 18,

Doroihy iwbga, direcinr of ihe
Frosplial's vokuntoer sevicos, paid (e

I
Igridal rmdmn pm'nra. butinga
peorde and odher ohlzens 1penl 1wa

hoowds doizifing thels rrumaus for wan.

ting tie thre-unie hosphal ke as B,
A crowd af aboul ME} Iy . Pewr

High Sclowl’s L4nle Theatee applapd.

od owch of the spcakere while aporey

represandnchves Noped their remarks for
W fepat 0 bt submiied o the
kepidmanre.

Afler fireduriers reamky b3 Iwt
Sanlc Planning Apency teprestitatives,

" Rep. Allen Quin opened 1l sesglun by
+ saying the scome of the hosplal's Tume-
Tions mude it valikely ihaw b waolkl be
choved. .
st wald e Found i “sunlly in-
* coacelvable™ thai the Srourliy
. Hoapital would he o e it by
the gniy auch insiikinikon bn the siaic,

Tha Regicnal Treatmenl Center's
17 meniully-dll beds wendd have 40
Euy ofwh because che Ficdthy |s the on-
Iy mibie mevically-di bt soth of [he
Twin Chicn wd scrves w0 regon of
200,000 prople, CQuis sald.

Quid bt smid 1be quulity of the
mpial’s programs and s acreehitn
thon. seade it o0 valusthr rewseT Tor
Ehe e,

Bt Gist's remarks did pot sppesr
e 2B5z  JDpreneniona, et ¥
ameng  fermer employees ol &
Rochester Siue Hospaal, which ihe

Tegltlature closed in Apnil 196§ sler

limircd debaze and even ket public !n-
put,
Custavus Adolphus College Presi-

‘dent’ John Kenduli said the schoot

depended on Lt hospital for ¥ inern
program, which aince 1963 has
gradusied 156 srudents, Kendull sakd
81, Peter s the only communhy in Min-
Beola witk o four-year cofiege and o
Simre Hoyphta? witkin 10 miles of each
wiker,

Jui;n Votea, diresior of Mankaio
Aren Yocaonal Technicel tasiwue,
apreed with Kendall, saying his schaal

Ao Awmmmated etk maita ] Famaeaio

hia shown fia wppon for
ihe Mgty by Sonating 9,000 haars
1y pom year, ne well s 5200000 In
Ry, poeeds il ncrvies,

Rrown Coumy Ceannbuiomer Virgll
Weliner, father of & menialiy-eiardad
reduent, gold the haupinal's “carc bs
pramticully perfici. Mow vould W et
any betler?” -

Wellmer said 50 perecnt of biy coun-
ty's preblems were mundaled by the
Eepistarure, & Mgure he laner veduecd 10
85 perovinr,

“This nonscrsr hea gone far
£ngh,t uld “Siop closing the
o hoepitals.™

Aplin Girar, 3 du' Thuncl sty
nad Chwnber of Comanerce presideny,
wid any rdacion sookd mifect The
bocal econgmy. Ciling the recerd [
of ohoul 100 employoe hy Kamaix
Coowrmion Co., Grae wid, “The
Brridesacs o Main Sirect Enow’ whd
Japnens,™ when o butkiss W shu
dowa,

Regienal Tremement Cenier
Chapdoks T Duesek revmiked 1he iry=
ing times when he adiiniv cred i ser.
vhrt 1o employens of the Rockeder. -
Sine Haspiusl Facing (he low of their
Jokr, !

Durnes saict the ymerpeuied doyure

[t many eipioyess angre which they
Lok pul on their Iamilies ang by wurn-
it W chemical-obuse. Hr said he
believed 8 death, by hcan agack, of

one empioyee was direcily relued 1o
“the hospiuld's clasure.,

He zald the pasienty would lose the
gt in the long ree. "God does not
mak+ jank,' he sald.

Beb Long; the Intefdisirict
Cooperative  Comler's  prychologiy,
and 1 former peychologis a1 the Siame
Hoaphtel, snid mady patisnts canoot
ndapd ¢o lifa oueside the Iasritution,
“II's wrong 10 ennlinue (o discharge
them,'" he sald. "W shauld be think-
iy whouwt gefiing more of them back

"
in.
S S T

Bochal .F\dnm:rlun Comer wncinl
worker,  domribed the Tailpre ot
deinuMulionalbatica i her gaive
wene, Cplileia Thon we, Al i

sl naki i vice oyt

T AL ME, (ke heelial 5 Pyt
unitnl, ki the i we LU LT P

. kel nuum:nlu [LELTI I

hes

was furm[ e i o
Ereaier esigot hecmune ka mitny pepphe
trewed help .

B, Povee Seluaod Superinicoden 1o
Soeari wuect sakl ihe schionl bt e dn-
ieprad reknlonshio whb ale hospinl
e |1 had develpied seor 20 geus,
“IiY imponiant 10 Jove avanutlikiig
working thai’s having yowng [ o
Wrw L caring. for ooty e sakl,

Faye Krolin, u stzie bapial ghare

L] |[ LT snlive,
A l%s du iv whib " ahw said;
"Ll ' pant Wy ainmder Rawl-1n, ey,
Avenid ey ripofl,™

Fenbdug Ihr whenduner, st »arned
e Ml represndalive, CWetie hu
temighi; 'y oy beginning,":
Towurds ihe em) of :lu‘ u-mhu. L
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HOSpltal continued from front pag v'"

number of legislators and candidates
spoke up, all opposed to closing the
hospital.

State Sen. Earl Renneke called the
meeting “‘the best explanation by the
public I've ever heard” aboul the pro-
blems of deinstitutionalization,
"“We've reached a point of taking peo-
ple out of siate hospitals where we
should say, ‘no," he said.

Noting the couris have ordered a
reduction in mentally-retarded beds,
Renneke said the legistature was under
pressure to proceed with deinstitu-

.tionalization.

State Rep. Mark Picple of Mankato

| said the legislature violated the spirit of

the open meeting law by closing its
committee meetings when (he
Rochester closure was discussed. The
House, he said, could only vote for or

' against, and not amend, a complicated

bill in which the Rochester closure was
included.

State Sen. Dennis Frederickson said
bluntly, *I do not favor clesing any
part of the St. Peter State Hospital,”
and urged residents to write their

_legisiators.,

Returning to the microphone, Quist
.said his earlier comments represented
the views of the legislature. He said he

was personally opposed to deinstiti-

)
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tionalization, a view he adopted last
winter after visiting several Twin Cities
food shelfs.

Quist started to say deinstitu-
tionalization had gon. too far when he
was interrupted by a woman who yelf-
ed, “Then why did vou vote for the
waiver program?"’ {1 e question refer-
red 1o a state agreerient 1o eliminate
535 mentally-retarded beds in exchange
for less Medicaid fundine resirictions. ]

Quist ignored the reinark and said he
was “‘committed o keeping the state
hospitals as strong, viable
institutions.”

City Economic Desclopment Direc-
tor Mike Kearney s:id the Regignal
Treatment Center's 782 jobs
represented 19 percent of the city’s
employment, compar.ble to manufac-
turing and the state’s employment.

Of those jobs, 438 were ir-
replaceable, he said. ‘It we lost 207
jobs (at MVSAC alon:),” he said, “‘it
would crumble the foundations of the
local economy. It would create a loss
of 988 jobs in the area.™

One woman, referring 1o Renncke, .

said, ‘“There’s a lot of pressure on the
fegistature because of the court cases,
but a lot of parents do not want their
chifdren removed . . . Shouldn't this
concern put as much pressure on the

B

legislators as the courts?”

The State Planning Agency is ex-
pected to make its recommendations to
the legislature by Jan. 31, 1985.




avor Doug Pyan said the
hospital was “‘critical to the economy
and vitality of the city.”” He said Si.
Peter opened its arms to the hospital
“when no one else would have it,"” and
had been repaid by being the “brunt of
endless tasieless jokes.'”

He said tie vity was proud of the in-
stitution and (hat city officials
“*vehemently t:pposed™ the eliminziion
of the fagi He compared the
hospital’s sign:ficarice to St. Peier with
the Mayo Clin.c’s to Rochester 2nd the
Capitol's 16 5+, Paul.

Dayton Maitinson, a Nicollet Coun-
ty social worker, said the county
believes ''the Regional Treatnent
Center provides excellent support ser-
vices for couny facilities,”

He said the county *'recognizes and
endorses the concept of providing the
least restrictive environmernt,”’ the

philosophy bubind deinstizutionaliza-
tion, bt the county *‘does riot believe

relocating palents will enhance their
quality of life.”

Reading a preparcd statement, Ken
Lundberg, St Peter Chamber Am-
bassadors president, said the Lospital,
with 782 employees, receives an annual
payrell of S20 miilion. The hosphal's
total economic impact, he said, reaches
3140 mitlion a vear,

Lundberg nufed the hospial ac-
counts for 17 percent of the city's
wages and thal $100,000 a year would
be lost 10 ¢ity merchants if the hospital
closed.

Property vaiues, he said, could be
expecied o drop by 20 percent.

Former Chamber of Commerce
President Pererson, whose
meniatlv-re d daughter has lived at
F : L Hoespital for 30 sears,
said e saw nue improvement in group
homes.

mentallv-resarded resident, «

legislatuie’s 1973 attempt (o close the
Security Hoespital, which he said failed
when the people of St. Peter organized
to fight the move. "“If you think this
community is going 1o be divided like
Rochester, vou're wrong,” he said.
*The community stood 180 percent
belind the Security Hospital in 1973 . .

and we'll stand behind the Siate
Haspital.* :

Jean Luckey, a Minnesota Valley
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Letters

S R Herald

Qms'r pans demsh’ruﬂonohzohon Hospital chief

the Editor:

wonldd ike: 1o thank The clh\zens of

- B1 Peter area la the hrermalwe
limany given al the town maaling
Atding  the St Peter Regional
bttt Cenler Thal town meeling
Bar) ung Wiy tovmrd keppmg‘mlr
bt Hiretiy,

Nalionwice, 1 populalmn of 3:a|e *
pilals 1ag faden rom 650,000 in-
15 to 130,600 1oday. Here at Bl
G whinn | was going voiintéer
oot e hospiat in the early
W, we had a populahon of some
38 Tucmy Cusr residents timbes
. .'.r‘m! 0

|Ihe £diton
Yisus ediloral taat wsek an the
i mmeshing about the Minnedola
Huy Sudial Adapiation Cenler clos:
Cedth your hope that legisfalers
e fistening.

WHielher they were ‘or nul at feasl

o lagistative bandidate was ligten- .

j very carelully, even fhough ' did
spaak a1 the meeling.
vetything | woutd have said H |
¢ spokurt was very slbquently ex.
st by Mayor Pyan, Ken Lund:
9. John Keridall and many hospilal
A1l mumbm‘ and parants of hosoital
[ L R
My pumose “in  akiending . the
ifig wee hal 19 jurmg an 1hé baad-
AL K e boke of pqlhlca‘r expe:
3 1.Usg tilas? 8 forum For

_pohtlcal rhelorig.
listen o thoge prolessionally and per:
- sonally associated with MVSAC a5 -

I have become canvinced that lhis
process ol deinsliluilnnallzatll:n
hag gone oo lar. Whap!l. visiled: the
food shetvey and overright shelterg in

&t Paul lhls pastwinter, 16r exampla,,
n was obvious -ihat many of thesé:
sheel people’ ware individualg who

werrg mentatly’ ;_Il_and who should have
bean in miental haepitals instéad of on

lhe stresls. A task:torce of {he
_ Arnetican. Psychialrja Agsogiation:

reports thal we now have 1.5 rmlhcm
individuals who are rnenlaily it leng
on Ihe sireels -

The Iast issue of U5 News and
chd Reporl quoles this task lorcey

iu’yer says he was Illéiemngi"

:-.c:rnmg oi hosplml meetmg'_ o,

fl

LA T

| camé thers io

they presenled fhekr case and make
the recommiendations. -

" itls clear thal this mslnct rmeds &
legislalor who witl consistenlly and
unconditicnally suppor the neegds of

-the State Hospitdl and all its current
progeams. As your legisiator, | witl.
‘never vote far any bill thal undercuts -

MVSAC's programs. afd | will work.to
prévide adequate funding for - Ihe

needs of this instilviion on which 8o

many of ocur people depend in ko
many ways.

o Gary Hayer
Candidste lor Disirict 238

State Legisintor

as Tollgws.
counlry . . .

Hardty a #saclion of the
has escaped the ubi-

guitious presence of ragged, il dnd .
Hallucinaling human beihgs, wander-

Jing through éut city slreets, huddlﬁd :
'prepnaﬂ

An alieyways -of s1eaping gver venls.”

t believe that it s fime tor the
legislatyre; the corls, the counhes
and the federal govemiment to con:

Birual a better lan fo properly car.
Agree . thal.

Ing: lot " thésé “people: I
1heg® needy' individuals have g righi
I (Ha “'least resmctwe environmenl
thal can give

yisgnment will. be the 5t Petet
Regional Treatmenl Center.,

To the Elﬁlor

Lisiening to Rep. Quist a1 'the town -

meeting on’ hospilal cldstings reming-:
ed me of last gpring at [he legislatuie,

| was warking lor AFSCME on a bill .
.would address concems of
employees and-comimumilies alfecied?
by hospilal closure. Rep. Bob Andet”

that-

son ({-R. Fergus Fall$) and | both ex-
pecied Allen 1o vole for the hospital
bill in  subcommitiee.
volgd for a Dill backed by group home
orgamzahons A

The next day, when | asked Allen'

.why he did nol vote for our il ang.
_ oointed out Rep. Rodosovich's streng

8N
_assislance. Bul for & good many oi_ st
Wese people. 1he leas? fastriclive en-

Inslead. he-

says 'rhonks

To the Editor:

The siatt and paliemé-rssldénlé of
Ihe 81, Pater -Regional Treatment:

h';10 express thair -aps
1d alt those mdmduals who
spoke supporl ol the hospital’al the .
lown meeting on Monday, Sept. 17,
and 10 (he approximately 500 persons
who exhibted Thpir cmcern by anen—
d}ng tha meeling .
. .nmph w. Sonon
Chial Exectitive Oficer

'a rguments on the econocmic |mpact

oh a communily, Atlen replidd,

" Breve. you must remembet, Pefer is -
nol obyechve because he has 2 State.

hospital in his districl.”

Now thal it is elecilon rima Aep.
Quisi remembers he has.a state
hospilal in Iha district. :

Il ig my view that Rep, Quist does
one thing tn §t. Paul and saysanothar
in 51. Peter.

| believe Gary Hayer as rapfesen-

1ative wilt protect and prama!e tha in- E

leresls of 5. Pe!er
Blm Johnum
’ St. Peter

Around St. Peic

Y Haeyy evanots, publisher

out ¢ the Io\m"l meehng last week
concerning fhe proposat to remava.
menially retarded beds from the St. .
Peter Regional Treatment Cenler ,'
(Siate Hosphalf? . IF
.+ | believe the unit rront shown by :
h smie ‘hospital.. professionats. the- ;-. .
business oeoMmmunity, Gustavus © -
Ado!phus ﬁ'ollege and pubtic ofligials ;
demonsirated something we need 1o *
see for ourselves. A united 51 Pater,
working Tor & united puspose..canh be l_ .
a !ormidable {orsa,. . A

Patei: Regjenat Treatment -
Center
" t [ I

)




Services provided at St, Peter Reglonal Treatment Center

Medical/Clinical - Medical Doctors and Psychologists

Dental

Laboratory

Fharmacy

X-Ray

Nurses 24 hours a day
Qccupetional Therapy

Recreational Therapy - library, gym, pool, tennis courts, softball diamonds,
movies, etc. ' )

Physical Therapy

Speech Therapy

Corrective Therapy

Chaplains - two full-time

Volunteer Services

Patient/ﬁesident Advocate

Outside consulting services as necessary - orthopedics, ophthalmology, peychiatry,
and neurclogy. MVSAC uses the services of Gillette Childrens Hospital when
the resident is under 21 years of age.

Behavior Analysts

Day Activity Center

District 508 School Progranm

Sheltered Workshops

Prepared by Local 614, St. Peter Regional Treatment Center




Economic Facts

Fifty percent of the Center employses are over 35 years of age with families
who need their income,

Seventy-three percent of the employees are the primary breadwinner for their
families.

Almost forty percent of the employees have worked for the State for over ten
years.

Seventy-four percent of these people own their own homes and pay local
property tax.

Approximately sixty percent of these people hold over $3,000 per month in
St. Peter banks, allowing businesses and individuals to borrow money.

Eighty-one percent have both spouses working for the State,

About thirty percent of those surveyed would move from St. Peter if the
Center closed.

The above fact= are a result of a survey done on campus about three years ago
and about 300 employees responded to the survey.

Prepared by Local 614, St. Peter Regional Treatment Center




ST. PETER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
and CHA'BER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS

POSITION STATEMENT

The St. Peter Regional Treatment Center {State Hospital) Was the
first institution established in the State of Minnesota for the care
and treatment of the mentél]y ill.

The citizens of the St. Peter areahave had a vested interest in
the St. Peter institution since 1865 when the citizens raised $7,000
to purchase the 110 acre Dorrington Farm, now the main campus of the
institution,

The S$t. Peter Regional Treatment Center, with 782 employees, re-
ceives a payroll of $20 million dollars vearly. This multiplied by
7 (the national estimate of dollars turned over to the community)
amounts to $740 million dollar impact to the area.

With the prediction of the loss of 13,000 farms in Minnesota in
the next two years by the Commission of Agriculture Jim Nichols, and
the loss of 100 jobs by a local construction firm, any loss at the
State Hospital would have a devastating effect on the economy of the
communi ty.

The St. Peter State Hospital provides a valuable resource to the
19 county area which it serves, which would not be provided otherwise;
such as psychiatric evaluation and treatwent, specialized mental re-
tardation programs, forensic psychiatric evaluation and treatment

(Minnesota Security Mospital), chemical dependency services.

continued . . . . . . .




Facts and Concerns are:

The St. Peter Hospital employees and staff are highly
skilled professionals with many from third generation
families.

Gustavus Adoiphus College and Mankato State Univérsity
tend thefr time and talent to residents at the State Hos-
pital,

Mankato Area Vocational Technical Institute uses the
hospital for "on the job" training for techniclans pian-
ning to work in nursing homes or hospitals.

Seventy five homes would be put on the market by the
closing of the State Hospltal Treatment Center. It is
estimated that the 1,952 homes in St. Peter would deval-
uate by 20%.

Schools, churches, local hospital and care centers
would suffer by the closing.

$100,000 would be lost to the merchants of St. Peter
on gocds purchased through the hospital bank and pri-
vate patient purchases.

17% of all wages of the St. Peter area are paid at
the State Hospital.





