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TOWN MEETING

CAMBRIDGE STATE HOSPITAL REGION
August 22, 1984

PROGRAM
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS Miriam Karlins
Town Meeting Coordinator
"FOR YOUR INFORMATION'': A Colleen Wieck, Ph.D.
REVIEW OF CURRENT STUDIES Project Director
CITIZENS RESPOND Audience Participation

Resource persons are available in the audience to answer
questions and supply additicnal information.

In order to allow time for maximum audience participation,
please limit your comments to three minutes.

Persons wishing to write or phone their suggestions, con-
cerns, or questions may do so by writing to Colleen Wieck,
Ph.D., Project Director, State Planning Agency, 201 Capitol
Square Building, 550 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101,
or phoning (612) 296-4018.

A one-day, toll free call-in will be held statewide on Tues-
day, October 16, 1984, from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The pro-
cedure will be for the caller te dial I (800) 6532-9747 and
ask to be connected to the "State Hospital Study.'" The state
operator will then connect the caller to our phone.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Dozens at forum speak against
closing Cambridge State Hospltal

By Sam Newlund
Staff Writer

Cambridge, Minn.

Cheers and loud applause greeted
Gloria Habeck Wednesday night
when she described to an audience
of about 300 people a mentally re-
tarded man who had been happy at
Cambridge State Hospital but unhap-
Py when he was released “out in the
world.”

Habeck, chairperson of the Milacs
County Welfare Board, was among
dozens of people who gathered at
Cambridge Elementary School to try
to head off what they said they fear
will be the closing of the state hospi-
tat — or to at least soften the blow of
closure if it should come.

They spoke at the first of nine public
forums being held arcund the state
between now and Oct. 9.

The meeting attracted aboui 300
state hospital employees, business
people, schoo) officials and relatives

of patients. Some employees may
lose their jobs or may be forced to
move if Cambridge should be closed.

Habeck was among several speakers
who saild they were worried that
moving to public group homes or
other alternatives to the hospital
would traumatize the patients.

Others claimed that group homes
would have lower standards of sani-
tation and patient care and would
pay inferior wages and fringe bene-
lits to employees,

“Don't take the residents away from
the hospital,” one woman said. “This
is their home.”

Some hospital emplovees were angry
at the prospect of having to relocate
if their jobs were phased out by the
clesure ot a rapid shift of patients to
smaller communpity units.

“Are they going to be abie fo buy our
homes so we can work eisewhere?”
demanded Steve Bolen, a hospital

" mechanic.

Bil! Sawyer, who owns a Cambridge
hardware store, said the state should -
behave like a responsible corporate
citizen toward the community. “It
should offer something other than
treating it as a bastard child,” he
5aid.

The forums, organized by the State

Planning Apgency, are the indirect
result of widespread anxiety about -
possible clesing of one or more of
the state's eight state hospitals.

The state Department of Human Ser- .
vices, which runs the hospitals, has
denied repeatedly that it has any
hidden shutdown plans. But & shift in
emphasis from big state institutions .
to community-based programs has
been a reality for many years, in -
Minnesota and other states. .

Two hospitals have been closed in -
the past seven years - Hastings
State Hospital in 1977 and Rochester

State Hospital in 1982, Critics of the

Rochester closing said it was done

for political reasons and pushed’
through far too quickly to assess the

consequences and plan for them.

Of the eight remaining hospitals,
enly Cambridge and Faribauli have .

solely retarded residents. Anoka

State Hospital has mentally il and *
chemically dependent pdt:ents* the

olhers — at Brainerd, Fergus Falls,

Moose Lake, St. Peter and Willmar
— have retarded residents as well as

the mentally ill, chemically depen- .
dent or both.

The forums are part of a State Plan-
ning Agency study ordered by the
1984 Legislature in the wake of two
developments that angered many
people.

First, Human Services (then the De-
partment of Public Welfare) an-
nounced ir December a pian to reor-
ganize the hospital system, which
many took as playing down some
institutions in favor of others. At
Moose Lake, one of the assumed
less-favored hospitals, employees
and civic leaders said they feared
the resuli of the plan would be clo-
sure. This would destroy much of the
town’'s economy, they said.
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State hospitals

In regard to the Avg 23 arficie,
“Dozens st forum speak against elos-
ing Cambridge State Hoepital ™ & is
worth remembering that Minnesota
did not bulld state hospitals to pro-
vide jobs for public employees or to

" provide revenue for nearby husiness-

- - 5. The institutions were built to pré-
* Vide services that were nonexistent
in our communities years ago. '

I Now that our communities have the
j. ablity to provide superior services
] Yor persons:witk devélopmental dis-
| ebilities, the benefactors of instifu-
| - ionalization are understandably con-
i cerned about their own fuinres, How-
ever, to graunt public insttutions the

| status of a protected industry would
. be a travesty, for such protection can
. exist only at the expense of the dis-
; abled. — Elizatieth Carison, Minne-
' lpoﬂs. ) T .
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MEETING and nobody came?

The State Planning Agency is coming to

. Brainerd tomorrow night to hoid a Town
Meeting. They want to know how we feel
about the Brainerd State Hospital. They are
seeking facts . . . and will go away with
impressions.

In Faribauit more than seven hundred
concerned townspeople showed up to defend
heir hospital. In Willmar last week, some four

undred anxious citizens packed the Central
Office Building. In both meetings, and seven
others like them around the State, the
Piannmg agency is being very |mpressed by
acts . ..and people.

Pt becomes necessary for the State to close
" . one or two hospitals, is-it possible they would
choose our Brainerd State Hospital with its
400 some residents, 600 plus employees, and
$17.5 million payroll'? The facts suggest that
our Brainerd facility should be the last to go

. with its renown for superior care and
treatment of the mentally ill in a 14-county
region, it"s unequalled service to our Indian
community, and its statewide treatment of
juvenile delinquents.

" Yet, these vital services to people in need all
over Northern Minnesota are presently
threaténed on the State carving board!

The facts favor
' Brainerd State
0 l n I 0 n ) Hospital. But, the
State is obviously

tooking for somethlng more. !t may be

something as simple as canng Your
PT E M B E R 24 presence at tomorrow night’s meeting might
: just be the difference between a sign on the

‘hospital door that reads WELCOME. . . and

H 00 L one that says: CLOSED . .. DUE TO LACK OF
INTEREST.

he Bralnerd Area Chamber of Commerce




