
Handic ap 7> ed U ntte W ith P urP o s e
Lincoln (UPI) - Oll ie Rector

clutched a t issue, and her hands
quivered as she st(nd 8r the
rrodium.' 

She lu.rked out al lhe grouP of
200 pc<-rple and stammered as
she began to sPeak. But her au'
dience didn't  seem to notice.

They were ea8,er to hear the
words of this woman. rvho l ike
many of t}em, sPent Part of
their l ives confined to inst i tu'
t ions for the mental lY and PhYs-
ical ly handicapperl.

" l-hope theY can stoP cal l ing
us handicapfed." she said.
"Thet '  think theY're better than
us . .  .  .  But Pe<iPle har' :  hand-
icaos in their head some'
wheres." As her voice choked
up, she stoPPed abruPtlY and
sit down to loud aPPlause.

Mrs. Rector is chairman of a
two-dav convention, "PeoPle
First. ' ;  which ended SundaY in
Lincoln, Jor Nebraska's mental-
ly and physicallY handicaPPed
cit izens.
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It is the first convention of its
tYDe in the state, she said, and
wis organized and run bY the
hand i capped themselves.

Mrs. Rector, who sPent seven
vears in the Beatrice State'De-
ieloomental Center, said the
obiect of the statewide conven-
tion was to unite tlre hand-
icapoed and make them aware
of their r ighs and Potential.  -

"We wanr to be a Part of other
people, not Pushed in a corner
somewhere." she said.

The idea for the statewide
convention cam-e out of a self-
help handicapped grouP in
Omaha called Project Il.

Ray lmmis, who was in the
Beatrice institution lor l5

.Years, startd the project about
2rA vears ago. He invited 30
pi:irpte, mostly friends from Be'
atnce, to his f  i rst meeting.
Three came.

Equality
Now; the monthly meetings

, bT[:JJH'.JH:'"'!til"il
icaPPed PeoPle belong to the or-
garization.

uoomis, 41, stammers sl ight-
lv as be talks about the SrouP-
He staned the grouP, he said,
because he wanted the hand-
icaoPed to "have equal rights
for ' ihemselves and show theY

' i can make it bY themselves"' He
r i  said'he doesn't  think inst i tu-
\rr 

tions reach the handicaPPed to
relv on !hemselves'

. Mrs. Rector and. Loornis are
both bjtter about their days at
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Proitct l l  is suPported solclY
bv mL;mtr- 'rs contr ibutlons. The
croun has 5270, Lcx-rmis said.
" l-rxrmis said he sPent I  Year
o l inn ine  t l te  convent ion ,  wh ich
was rrrdeled Part ial l) '  after an-
other "PeoPle First" conven'

t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  7 0 0

handicaPPcd PorPle in Oregon'

Group Progress
N{ost ol the P@Ple attending

lhe n'ebraska convenlion have
been in  an  ins t i tu t ion ,  he  sa id '

Ct-rnvention activi t ies include
a f i lm on other "PeoPle First"
erouDs, sPceches and dances'- 

Tom Mil ler, a former director
'of the Greater Omaha Assocla-

i ion-ot net"toed Cit izens' said

i-t t .  gtorP has made "rnbel ie'

veabje" Progress since it

started more than two )'ears
aqo.--t t io.t  

of al l ,  i t  brought hand'

icapped PtoPle together, he

said.
"PeoPle who didn't  have

ruih bppottunitY for social

-niict iii the mals settings .ol
inst i tut ions learn they are lnor-

viduals," he said.
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Beatrice. Str ial l i le *.as se
verelv restrrcted, thel '  said.
lr len ind women '* ere al log ed to
talk to each other only during
dance sessions, and even lhen
had to dancelwof€r: apart,  they
said.

Lmmis escaPed five times,
and each time when he s'as re-
turned, he said, his head was
shaved and he had to Polish
flmrs in his bare feet uith an
irr-rn brmm for 16 hours at a
l i m e .

'BestatWork'

Jack Conrad, 39, was ai Be
atrice for lll.{ Yean. He * as one
of the first members ol Project
II .  He now is a dishwasher at an
Omaha bowling alleY, is en-
gaged and is hapPi'with his new
li fe and job.

"Everybody says I do the best
at work, " he said.

When Loomis isn't  working as
a dishwasher at Cocr's, he or-
ganizes activi t ies foi Ihe grouP,
including meetings, picnics and
dances. He and his wife, Nancy,
have an l&monthold son, Bi l ly.
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