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SUBJECT:

TO-

FROM.

/-

 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

’ / ' Septenber 2, 1976

Request for legal Opinion -
Family Resource Service Fees

Mr. Vincent D. Pettinelli
Acting Deputy Secretary for
Mental Retardation

{Mrs.) Helga L. Kumar
Iegal Assistant
Office of iegal Counsel

Wth reference t o your neno of August 23, 1976, attachi ng neno
of August 17, 1976, concerning the above-captioned matter, the
authority for charging clients is based solely on the provisions
contai ned i n 8504 of the Mental Heal th/ Mental Retardation Act.

You are, therefor advi sed that persons who, by virtue of the
Department's regul ati ons promul gated pursuant to t he af or esai d
section, have no liabilityt o pay for services may not legally
be charged i rrespecti ve of whether such chargeis | arge or smal | .

Pl ease note that the nenorandumfromMs. Pontius of the Western

Region specifically points out that over 80% of the clients
referred t o i n her nenorandumhave no liability.

H.K npm



