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The material on the following pages presents the amount of funds available 
from the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare for mental retardation 
programs. Six agencies and offices within the Department administer mental 
retardation funds that support programs covering a wide spectrum: services, 
training, construction, research and income maintenance. The first four of 
these activities represent an estimated obligation of about $359 million in 
FY 1972. The income maintenance program will obligate $296 million during 
this same year. 

The programs operated with these funds are described in the report of the 
Secretary's Committee on Mental Retardation entitled "Mental Retardation 
Activities, January 1971." Available from Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D.C. 20402, $1.00 per copy. 

Additional information concerning these tables may be secured from the 
Secretary's Committee or the agency administering the program. 
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Glossary of Terms * 

FISCAL YEAR — Year running from July 1 to June 30 and designated by the 
Calendar year in which it ends. 

AUTHORIZATION -- Basic substantive legislation which sets up a Federal 
program or agency. Such legislation sometimes sets limits on the amount 
that can subsequently be appropriated, but does not usually provide 
budget authority. 

BUDGET AUTHORITY -- Authority provided by the Congress -- mainly in the 
form of appropriations -- which allows Federal agencies to incur obliga­
tions to spend or lend money. While most authority is voted each year, 
some becomes available automatically under permanent laws -- for example, 
interest on the public debt. 

OBLIGATIONS -- Commitments made by Federal agencies to pay out money for 
products, services, loans, or other purposes -- as distinct from the 
actual payments. Obligations incurred may not be larger than the budget 
authority. 

FEDERAL FUNDS -- Funds collected and used by the Federal Government, as 
owner. The major federally owned fund is the general fund, which is 
derived from general taxes and borrowing and is used for the general 
purposes of the Government. Federal funds also include certain ear­
marked receipts, such as those generated by and used for the operations 
of Government-owned enterprises. 

TRUST FUNDS -- Funds collected and used by the Federal Government, as 
trustee, for specified purposes, such as social security and highway 
construction. Receipts held in trust are not available for the general 
purposes of the Government. Surplus trust fund receipts are invested 
in Government securities and earn interest. 

* "The U. S. Budget in Brief, FY 1972," Executive Office of the 
President, Office of Management and Budget, January 1971 



Explanatory Notes on Mental Retardation Obligation Tables 

Definitions: 

Services: Includes services rendered in behalf of the mentally 
retarded as well as direct services offered to the 
mentally retarded. For example, case finding, informa­
tion and referral programs are included, along with 
direct medical care and special education programs. 

Training: Includes training of professional as well as supportive 
personnel. For example, university graduate level 
training and in-service training in mental retardation 
institutions are both included. Also, no distinction is 
made between training for service and training for research. 

Estimates: Inadequate reporting data on some programs necessitate the 
use of very rough estimates on amount of funds. This is 
especially true of Medicaid (Title XIX, SSA); the amount 
shown is based on data from only a limited number of states. 

Omission: No data suitable for determining obligations is available 
in the public assistance social service program. Even 
though many States are known to use these funds to support 
services for the mentally retarded, no reporting procedure 
exists to determine extent and cost of such activities. 

Authorisations 
and 

Appropriations: Comparision of authorizations and appropriations is not 
meaningful in all programs included in these tables. 
Table 7 compares authorizations and appropriations levels 
only for those programs in which: 1) all funds are 
obligated for mental retardation; 2) all funds are obligated 
for the handicapped with a significant portion used to 
support mental retardation programs. 

Developmental 
Disabilities: Funds authorized under P.L. 91-517 became available for 

the first time in FY 1971; this statute authorizes funds 
for mental retardation as well as other types of dis­
abilities; e.g., cerebral palsy and epilepsy. However, 
for fiscal accounting purposes, all funds obligated under 
P.L. 91-517 are considered in the area of mental retardation. 



Income Maintenance: Obligations for income maintenance support under 
social security and public assistance are separately 
identified in the tables. These amounts are based 
on estimated numbers of mentally retarded persons 
receiving benefits. Such obligations should be 
considered in a separate category from those funds 
appropriated for the support of programs designed 
specifically for mental retardation programs or 
known to be related to mental retardation to a 
significant degree. 




























