
Itl,aeoneLn AeaaclstLon for Reterded Childrcn

(6'IIIDEI,INE KIR F$RENt-IIELPERS)

1. Llaten to the new parente flrst, flnd out what the{r feats and queetLcne
are. Talk over the probLeta of retardatf.on, relatirg your experl.encea
wtth your orn eh$Id.

PoLnt out thst &entsl retardation te a handleapplng coadltlon
reoultlng fren nany dlfferest csuses, whlctr hae ae ite &ost cotturon
characteristLc,r glor*nee* tn leernlng. Rctsrded chtldrea bava all
the eaue pbyei.caL e$d enotlenel neede af .aarnal chlldten" but have
the addttlonal need cf epecl,al help to oref,eoee the dlfftculty
1a learnl"ng, Oftes, al,nor phystcaL handl.cape, wtrlch add to the
Learafng dlsabtlttgr nay reepond to trcatueot, reuultlng la an
Lncrgase ln functlonaX level. For thls re6sott, there ls a real
need f,or obtainlng a detalled raedical evaluat{on.

2. We stl,ll ltave uruch to learn about the mntally retarded. $ut dontt bulld
faLee hopes about ulellnate achievements. Just say, we donrt kncn sll
the anewers, that le lfiy we parents ate sll wcrklng wttb professletels to
try to flnd ae nany of the aeswers es we eanr

lltre degree of retardatlon**fupoeelble to detena{ue at b!.rth-*r!.11
tei a Lerge ert€nt deternLne the chtldre f,uture level of growth *nd
dev*$.*puent* *re general purpaee of eerefully plannlng for the f$ture
of a retarded ehtld through the varled setvtces avellable fg nst to
reach any one gcal, but to help the tnd*vl.dual ettatn hte full
capacltl,ea and potentfal, lrhct€v€r they wray be.

3. Tell about the verl.ety of conrmrnl,ty eervfcee. (see deecrlptlon eheet).
Not ree*rs*esrded far ftrst vLgl.t.

4. Offer t* d$.scues retardatlon w{th other merabers sf the fantl,y as uell.

$peefff*a1ly, grandparente are often mst utrssn esd concerned by tha btrth
of a retatded chlld" You nay be ahle to ease ttre elt$*tlon by helplag
then to rcnderetand the problem, too.

5. Invlte parents to vle{t your hone end ueet ycur chLld end faral.ty.""lf
approprLate.


