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Admitted to the union May 11, 1858, this year, Minnesota celebrates 150 years of  
statehood. In this time three buildings in St. Paul have served the state's citizens as 
the State Capitol.

The first was built at 10th and Cedar Streets in 1853, during the territorial period and 
underwent distinct remodeling in the 1870s. This structure was destroyed by fire in 
1881.

The second Capitol, built on the same site, was completed in 1883. Immediately it was 
determined to be too small for the growing needs of  the state government and in 
1893 the legislature appropriated first funding to begin the construction of  a new 
building. 

Designed by famed architect, Cass Gilbert, the third and current Capitol Building 
opened its doors to all in 1905. Today it stands as an elegant and recognizable 
symbol of  Minnesota.

Photos used with permission from the MN State Historical Society 
    State Capitol, MSHS Photograph Collection, Carte-de-visite ca. 1865
    State Capitol after first remodeling, St. Paul, MSHS Photograph Collection ca. 1875 
    State Capitol building. MSHS Photograph Collection ca. 1900 
    State Capitol. MSHS Photograph Collection ca. 1962
150 Years of  Statehood logo used with permission from The Minnesota Sesquicentennial Commission
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