MN STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes -- June 11, 2015
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Crown Plaza Hotel
3131 Campus Dr.
Plymouth, MN 55441
Members Present
Heidi Johnson, William Rudolph, Larry Lura, Cynthia Moore, Suzanne Renfroe, Brian Wagner, Heather Allyn, Mickey Kyler, Mitzi Mellott, Willie Negaard, and Randy Sorensen.
Members Absent, Excused
Mark Mertens and Shelly Pflaum.
Members Absent, Unexcused
Connie Berg.
Ex-Officio Members
Linda Lingen, Brad Westerlund and Joan Wilshire (absent). 
SILC Staff
Pam Taylor.
Guests
Barbara Kliest, Nora Johnson & Laura Schauben.
CIL Directors
Don Brunette, Steve Thovsen, Melissa Doherty, Alan Augustin, Vicki Dalle Molle, Cara Ruff and Jesse Bethke Gomez. 
Director from DEED/VRS
Kim Peck 
Director from SSB
Carol Pankow.
Minute Taker
Ann Meyer. 
Introductions: Heidi
Meeting was called to order at 9:00. Heidi introduced a new member – Rose Ann Faber, representing Advocate/SRC-B. The ice breaker is: “What is your favorite activity when it rains?” 
Announcements
· Pam said you should not have charges for hotel stays on your personal credit card. Charges should be made to DEED. Be sure to put expense sheet in basket. 
· Next meeting will be September 10, 2015, probably at Goodwill. 
· The October meeting will be on the 15th & 16th.
· Heidi’s term will be expiring. The SILC is looking for a new chair, vice-chair, secretary, treasurer and member-at-large. Responsibilities for those positions are in the by-laws.
· Brad will be doing monitoring of centers. He will travel to Marshall on Wednesday, June 17th. Pam will send out dates for the other centers that will be monitored. Members are encouraged to join him. 
· Randy said there will be a draft of the funding formula for the mapping project next week. Consensus was that the draft will be sent to the CIL directors. 
· July 26th will be the 25th Anniversary of the ADA. There will be a celebration at the MN History Center in St. Paul from noon to 4:00 p.m. Just for clarification, MSCOD is not asking for funding; but they do need volunteer help for that day.
· There will be a phone conference on July 6th at 1:00pm with Wilder to get information for the next CNA.
Agenda Approval: Heidi
Mickey made a motion to accept the June 11, 2015 Agenda; seconded by Larry. Motion Carried.
Minutes Approval: Heidi
Pam does not have the minutes. Ann went home sick at the May meeting, and Suzanne has been trying to reconstruct them. You will see them when they are ready. 
Public Comment: Heidi
There was no public comment.
Proposed MNSILC Meeting Dates for 2015-2016: Pam
A meeting date in December was added because we should get most of the SPIL written before new people start in January. Six new people will be added to the Council. In addition, there are five completing their first term. We will do a great deal of recruiting. Pam will contact CIL directors to see if they are willing to post the openings in their newsletter. We will also do standard posting through the state. The January meeting is tentative because they have not yet announced the dates for the SILC Congress which is always held in January. Mickey made a motion to approve the proposed meeting dates for 2015-16; seconded by Willie. Motion Carried. Because we are meeting in December, we will not meet in April. There are 8 meetings a year between October 1 and September 30, which is based on the fiscal calendar. 
Mission/Vision Development
Barbara Kliest, J. D., is from the Institute on Community Integration at the University of MN. She will be our facilitator for our mission and vision statement and will be with us again in October to help write the SPIL. On the first slide “Center” should be “Council.” Barbara reviewed the current mission statement. Words that stood out are: maximum choices, empowerment, productivity, full inclusion, leadership, independence, advancement and moving forward, and philosophy. She then reviewed the vision statement. The question was asked, “What do you see happening by the year 2020?” 
Input from the group:
· Can live anywhere in state and will receive the same services. 
· If we keep our political culture in mind, we may have to jump through more hoops to get services; 
· We need to be strategic with resource development. In some parts of the state, there will be cities where there will be advances in terms of environment; and other parts will probably be stuck. In MN, there will be more hoops to jump through for certain services. 
· More difficult to live independently, mixed bag; increased access, barrier free so everyone has same opportunities.
· Still a mixed bag; an easy path where people can prescribe their needs and the supports they need will be provided across agencies and a whole range of needs. My realistic assessment is that we will be lucky if that is on paper by 2020.
· I see that independent living is there and everything that SILC has set up in writing. What the council is supposed to do, is to set up a network of centers for IL. In MN the SILC has chosen not to provide services itself, but through the Centers for IL. The mission and vision are out of focus according to regulations. Where do we envision the programs that provide the services? Are there enough centers that are fully funded so that people can live independently? 
· In public, there should be more inclusion than integration. There will be less segregation. 
· Depends where you live in MN; farm or rural areas will not be as isolated. 
· It is not going to happen. 
· We have been flat funded for several years in a row; we are not going to make it by 2020. A lot more competition for dollars for people with disabilities, and we have not adjusted to that. 
· 5 years will go by very fast. Increase in inclusion. 
· Another 5 years there will be no barriers to employment, transportation or housing; but with that, will be the development of drones – technology.
· There will not be much change; same as today.
· We need to envision how we appropriate the dollars. We allocate dollars very foolishly to things that don’t matter as much as people. Olmstead is a prime example of governing gone awry. 
· Services and real work continue to be more accessible to people. We have to get the attention of the legislature.
· As someone who worked for the state of MN, I get irritated as I listen to the radio as to what is happening in the legislature. There is a huge disparity between metro and outstate, and strange interpretations of accessibility for people. Have to be very creative in how we do things. 
· It is easy to become discouraged. We need a radical, bold shift to let people know what our needs are. Keep harping on the message. Federal judge is mad at MN as to what is happening with Olmstead. Absolutely have to leverage our partnerships. Each disability group cannot do it by itself.
· It is a time to be creative and build partnerships that are non-traditional. No one group can do it. 
· More services to have people live independently at home.
· Accessibility in all areas, not just able to get into buildings; but issues with mental and intellectual abilities. Have more people know about Centers and promote them more. Person centered planning where person is making decisions about their own life. We need goals, hopes and dreams that we can accomplish both small and bigger changes in the world and our state.
· We do need a good mission and vision statement. This is the time to step out and be bold. Be able to have easier access, less paperwork, less frustration and have the whole state covered by Centers. 
· Whenever we focus on a date most legislators say, forget about that because I won’t be around. Do we want to focus on the date? Have a vision statement build upon what already has been done. How do we collectively harness the CILs, nonprofits, etc.? We should have large groups to compete to get better health care costs as employers. 
Barbara said she does not have a clear vision of what her brother, or she can expect in 2020 regarding receiving services. The rest of the day we’ll be working towards writing the SPIL at the October meeting. The question that she wants answered: “What does the Council want in place in the next 3 years as a result of our actions?” Each group was asked to write down 8-10 actions. Eight “buckets” were created and the “actions” were put into each.
Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA): Nora Johnson & Laura Schauben, Consultants 
Nora and Laura from the Wilder Research in St. Paul, updated the Council on conducting a CNA. There will be a phone meeting on July 6th at 1:00, with as many members as can attend. Questions that will be asked will be sent out beforehand. Collaboration is the approach used in research to assure all of our expertise; and that it will be statewide. This is part of the SPIL to help focus on what our outcomes needs to be. They will collect: demographic data, how people are living, and what choices they would like to make and not able to; hoping to come up with something that will give us an idea what is coming up. It was suggested that they contact the Senior Linkage Line for data; as well as, Project 2030 (DHS) that was done about 10 years ago, and has very detailed information on our aging population. 
Working Together: Suggestions on how to improve writing the SPIL: Heidi
We need to do a better job getting ideas and more brainstorming. It is more critical in moving forward to develop this document and the CIL directors are now signers. 
Suggestions were:
· Starting with the outcomes would work better than the mission and vision. (Cynthia)
· It is the time to be bold and step out; and let our voices be heard. (Linda)
· Would like to see the SILC be more outspoken in getting more funding. (Cara)
· This current SPIL lacked clarity all around. We need clearer standards and ties in the SPIL between the SILC & CILs. We need: (a) to highlight the network of Centers; (b) professional development that would help SILC in what they need to know; (c) more training from CIL directors in leadership, public speaking, etc. (Brad)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is important to inform the governor about IL & CILs. Also we should do a talent assessment of our SILC and CILs. (Heidi)
· Information about committee work was given: (a) The Annual Report has statistics and is used for legislators. (b) Olmstead Committee has been working on providing feedback. (c) Home Accessibility Committee is working on getting their report on the website. It was suggested that there be a link from the SILC to the MACIL website. (Pam)
· Maybe the CIL Directors could list the top 4 or 5 things that the SILC should be working on. (Willie)
· We need the definition of the SILC. IL involves thousands of people who have never been involved with the SILC. Tension can be helpful in trying to keep our focus not on what the CILs do, but what the state needs to provide to people with disabilities. Directors should increase their involvement to provide feedback, etc. (Cynthia)
· Randy sees the IL movement more as a civil rights. 
· Mickey said when she meets with her legislators; she has lifted up the CILs. Our network of centers should meet the needs of all people with disabilities. She is disappointed with all the talk that the SILC is not meeting the needs of CILs. Vicki responded that this conversation is not at slighting the work of the SILC. 
· It would help if in an introductory package the term “IL” be explained because “IL” is used in so many ways in different agencies/organizations. (Heather)
Reports
Carol Pankow, SSB
They had done a huge study with the Humphrey Institute looking at the aging population. Training was given at last month’s meeting to supply the basic assessment tools and equipment to help the CILs provide the first triage. They have gotten 20 forms back. Carol said SSB needs to partner better with folks. A RFP was sent to Center Directors on providing year around transition services to youth. Carol will send a copy of the RFP to Pam for distribution to members. WIOA is requiring that 15% of our money be spent on youth in transition. The schools are not doing much in that area. SSB has been doing a lot of work around outreach and messaging. We want to be known; be bold. A member asked if they had met with legislators since that is where it starts and they need to be told in black and white so they understand. Carol responded that they chose to work with the Dept. of Education (MDE) so that they (SSB) know what the school’s responsibility is. 
Don Burnette, Access North
Planning an ADA 25th anniversary in the Twin Ports collaborating with North Country IL in Superior, WI. The Freedom bus will go through Duluth and Superior. Access North’s 30th anniversary will be celebrated on July 7th. They are doing a couple large picnics in Duluth and Hibbing, as well as open houses in different places. Also working on the MACIL website, but needs to go out to everyone for approval one last time. 
Alan Augustin, SMILES
Will be celebrating a 25th anniversary in October combining with the ADA 25th anniversary. They have a spring and fall electronic recycling event in Mankato which has expanded to a few other communities. The board has decided to use that money to work with Veterans, in terms of technology. They continue to offer core services and work with 9 counties and the state of MN doing waivered services. The PCA program continues. Need to look at other ways to generate revenue. 
Brad Westerlund – update
Kim Peck left topics for Brad to discuss. 
The budget agreement is close to being ready. Hopefully the shutdown will be averted. There was no increase for CILs. Cut off for input on WIOA is Monday. IL has officially moved from Dept. of Education to DHS. As of this week, all of the DEED funding is in the system. Olmstead continues to have challenges. IL is visibly absent. Brad added that the VRS/IL collaboration is going into its 9th year. He does not see any change to funding amounts. As a result of WIOA, the focus may be changing. There is a chance that IL could be moved to DHS too. A couple of different scenarios say it could involve the SILC too. It would be Part B & C funding. 
Randy Sorensen, Options
Last month we were up in Mahnomen, so not much to report there. Will have our annual meeting and picnic in East Grand Forks next week. We choose not do hardly any fee for service, unless it’s funding that completely ties into one of the core services. We don’t look for any outside funding to hedge providing these. On the North Dakota side money follows the person. 
Vicki Dalle Molle, SEMCIL
She is also chair of MACIL. There is disappointment of being flat funded through this legislative session, and to not even have a conference committee meeting. How are citizens supposed to have any input? Will have a MACIL retreat to talk about strategies. SEMCIL is in a strategic plan phase looking at the next 3 years. Transition services are definitely growing. The focus on adaptive sports have increased: just got funding for a new model ski; do kayaking; have a bobsledding team; and more people would like these sports. Continue to provide core services. Appreciate the funding from the SILC. 
Cara Ruff, Independent Lifestyles
Funding is the number 1 concern and desire. Thank you for your funding. Core services continue to thrive and grow. Just got rid of waiting list for IL skills. Our PEER Pride Parenting Program has grown and has become more widely used. Our accessibility specialist is working a lot with counties. Have had retreats for Veterans up at Camp Bliss in Walker. The Representative Payee Program is at 400 and growing. 
Adjourn
Heather moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:06 p.m.
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