MN STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes – April 9, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Goodwill Offices
553 Fairview Ave. N.
St. Paul, MN 55104
Members Present
Heidi Johnson, William Rudolph, Larry Lura, Cynthia Moore, Suzanne Renfroe, Brian Wagner, Heather Allyn, Mickey Kyler, Mitzi Mellott, Willie Negaard, Randy Sorensen and Shelly Pflaum (by phone).
Members Absent, Excused
Mark Mertens.
Members Absent, Unexcused
Connie Berg.
Ex-Officio Members
Linda Lingen, Brad Westerlund (p.m. only), and Joan Wilshire (absent). 
SILC Staff
Pam Taylor.
Guests
Shari Kirkham, Kelia Berg and Jesse Bethke Gomez.
Minute Taker
Ann Meyer. 
Introductions: Heidi 
Meeting called to order at 9:07. The ice breaker is: “What job would you not want to have?”
Minutes Approval: Heidi 
Mickey made a motion; seconded by Cynthia to accept the March 2015 meeting minutes. 
Motion carried; all approved, no objections or abstentions. 
Agenda Approval: Heidi 
Mickey made a motion; seconded by Bill to accept the April 2015 agenda. 
Motion carried; all approved, no objections or abstentions. 
Public Comment: Heidi 
Willie said he had many foster children over the years, one of whom is 27 years old, married and works at McDonalds. He is also diabetic and takes 6 insulin shots a day. The issue is that when his sugar is low, he calls 911. He is transported to the hospital and receives a meal along with a $5,000 bill. Willie is looking for suggestions to keep him from calling 911 all of the time. Randy and Heather will talk at noon because there are programs available to address this. 
Disability Linkage Line: Shari Kirkham & Kelia Berg (see PowerPoint)
Heidi explained the mission of SILC to Shari & Kelia. Shari & Kelia then explained and answered questions about the Linkage Line. Both work out of the SEMCIL office in Rochester. They are funded through DHS. They are also associated with the Senior Linkage Line, Veterans Linkage Line and MN Help Network. They all share the same resource database. They have 20-24 staff, and receive well over 100,000 calls per year. They have access to Medicare and county benefits information. The Veterans Linkage line is housed in Perham, MN, but is accessible to anyone in the state. Shari & Kelia are mandatory reporters. Various websites were referenced:
Basic information: www.MinnesotaHelp.info 
Disability Benefits 101: www.db101.org 
Youth Benefits: www.workbenefitsyouth.org 
Housing: www.hb101.org (Cynthia said the website on housing is one of the best she has seen).
They also give out general information on MNSure and refer people to a navigator. 
Legislative Update: Randy reported for Vicki Dalle Molle
[bookmark: _GoBack]MACIL has been advocating for additional funding. They are looking at appropriations that would bring Centers to minimal funding level of $500,000. This money also includes some appropriations for a cut that they received in 2004. Last year they received an appropriation for one time funding. This year the House did not recommend it. It was not listed as a line item. MACIL is hoping that the Senate can get a bill passed and then something could happen in conference committee. The bill is SF416; Senator David Tomassoni is the author. He has been an advocate for many years. Randy will send out links so people can read the bill. Randy received a message from Vicki during the meeting stating that they could not guarantee an increase will be in the base (as per Rep. Gunther). Randy discussed how one time funding, which is not in the base, affects the CILs. 
May & June Meeting Updates: Heidi 
· Shooting Star in Mahnomen did not have room for the second week in May, so meeting dates are May 7th & 8th. On May 7th, we will start at 9:00, with a jam-packed agenda that includes a forum from 3:30-5:00pm. May 8th, will be a half day business meeting. Be sure to let Pam know if you need special accommodations or transportation. 
· On June 11th, we will be meeting with the Directors. We are looking for a larger space. Several suggestions were made.
New Director of MCIL: Jesse Bethke Gomez
Mr. Bethke Gomez reported that they have 37 staff and approximately 186 direct support professionals (PCAs). In response to a query of how to work with other cultures, Mr. Gomez said it would be an honor and a joy to advance our desire to have members from diverse populations. This would be an ideal time as many members are transitioning off the Council. He said this council is doing extraordinary work. He grew up in a home with siblings and a father who had disabilities. He feels it is society’s job to advance the ability for all people to care for each other. Paul Wellstone taught him the power of research and cooperation. He has also travelled through the 10 judicial districts in MN. Most district judges expressed concerns about families (i.e. violence being out of control). He wants to assure people that families are heard and that there is a sense of fairness to the MN judicial system. Families generally are faring worse today than years ago, with violence on the rise. “Have we taken care of ADA concerns 25 years ago?” No, we have not and he is interested in reinvigorating it. By 2030, 9-10,000 people in the US are turning 65 daily. We are just beginning to address those issues. Integration of people in society and the universality of the human person are important to him. Looking at the Olmstead Plan, we have gone down in 4 categories and are losing ground. Mr. Bethke Gomez feels this is a journey of preparation for the future; whether it is Olmstead, ADA, CIL directors and our work. He welcomes the opportunity to work with us and welcomed our group to visit his facility and meet with the staff. 
Member Education – State Plan for IL (SPIL): Heidi, Pam & Brad 
Pam explained to Mr. Bethke Gomez that 6 members are completing their second term and will be leaving, and five members are completing their first term. Therefore, it is important that we start to train members on the SPIL to assure that everyone understands the whole process. She read and discussed, “SILC-NET Presents….A National Teleconference & Webinar, Developing an Outcome-Focused SPIL”, presented by Mike Hendricks, Ph. D. SILC-NET is a project of ILRU – Independent Living Research Utilization. A member asked if the process will be different due to WIOA. We won’t know until the regs are written. Part B, Part C, Chapter 2 and other sources come directly from ACL. Money comes from the Feds directly to SSB to serve Older Blind.
SPIL Process: Pam
· Identify informational pieces to be used in the new SPIL
· Prepare members for their participation in the process
· Establish a date for and plan SPIL Development two day session with CIL Directors and DSU/E Directors
· Set regular working sessions to complete SPIL draft
· Hold a Public Hearing to get reactions to the completed draft SPIL
· Hire CART interpreters; provide accommodations
· Make final changes to document (if these are significant changes then hold another Public hearing before submitting document to ACL)
· Get needed signatures on the SPIL
· Enter document into ACL format
· Submit the final document to ACL and wait for approval
· Celebrate approval
Reviewed the Bylaws
Under ‘Establishment’ -- just a language change. 
Randy made a motion; seconded by Willie to accept the bylaws as amended. 
Motion carried; all approved, no objections or abstentions. 
Reviewed “Policy & Procedures Manual”: Cynthia & Linda 
Suzanne made a motion; seconded by Larry to accept the ‘Policy & Procedures Manual’ as currently written. 
Motion carried; all approved, no objections or abstentions. 
Announcements: Heidi
· May meeting will be on May 7th & 8th, at Shooting Star Casino, Mahnomen, MN. Pam will send out the address. Brad said all reservations have been made. If you have any contacts in the Native American community, please tell them about our forum on May 7th. Pam asked about ideas for starter questions. 
· MN Age & Disabilities Odyssey Conference will be held on June 15th & 16th in Duluth. Linda and Heather will attend as representatives from other agencies. 
· Goodwill will sponsor a forum on April 20th regarding transportation. 
· Brad talked about the onsite federal monitoring reviews being conducted by DEED/VRS, as we are a 723 state. It is a program and financial audit because DEED receives Title C, Part 7 federal funds, we serve as proxy to the Feds. It is fairly extensive and will be completed by ACL Brad will be directing the review team, assisting in going through policies of federal law. He will schedule something prior to the review so everyone knows what is going on. If SILC would like to participate, then the Executive Committee or Chair would select a representative. This review will be from the end of May or beginning of June to August. The role of the SILC is nothing more than participating in the review, not to make recommendations. This allows the SILC to become more educated before walking into a CIL. Our involvement is not a requirement, but including us as a natural fit. There are some questions in Policy & Procedures to can be used as guidelines. 
Committee Reports: 
Executive: Heidi
· Mitzi was voted in last month as our new vice chair.
· Willie and Heather will be going to NCIL in July. 
Finance: Mickey 
Reviewed expenses from last meeting.
Network of Centers: Mark/Brian
They meet next week.
Outreach: Cynthia 
They have a revised draft of a one page handout called the Information Page. It contains general information about SILC and how to join, the main CILs with their contact information. It is meant to be used for recruitment or public relations. The goal with this draft was to eliminate time specific information. DEED/VRS will print the brochure. Willie made a motion; seconded by Bill to send it back to the committee with changes and then printed. Motion carried. 
Olmstead: Mickey 
Got a response from OIO thanking us for responding. Another Sub-Cabinet committee meeting will be held next week. A remaining issue is determining the structure of the “Sub-Cabinet” or governing body. The Olmsted Committee has suggested that people with disabilities and people from centers be added to this group. Requests were sent out to provide stipends for attendance at meetings. However, they need operating funds if they are to support the work of volunteers on committees or work groups. 
Home Access: Bill 
They will meet next week.
Reports: Suzanne 
· The cover for the Annual Report is in draft (a picture was passed around). 
· Suzanne and Pam met with John to discuss its status. The report was a little long so cuts were made. John is looking at it to tighten up some wording. 
· With regard to the website, John will be the contact person for any changes until further notice. 
Outreach: Cynthia 
A decision was made about a consultant. Once the funds are encumbered, the consultant’s name can be given out. That may be done as early as next week. 
Other Reports:
SRC-G: Mickey 
They are having a forum on May 27th in Marshall regarding local issues because their numbers are low in the use of VRS. They are not interested in having any co-sponsors. 
SRC-B: Linda
The Council has divided up pieces of WIOA draft regulations to read. SSB and MN Department of Education will co-sponsor a forum revolving around WIOA and transition in September. Gail said they will be looking for sponsors.
MSCOD: Joan (absent) 
Linda said they are in deep throes with planning the ADA celebration. There will be a free celebration with entertainment on July 26th, the actual signature date of ADA, at the MN History Center. October 28th is the big policy ADA conference which includes a keynote, governor and usual dignataries. While the site has not been determined, at least an hour will be broadcast around the state by TPT. 
Adjourn: Heidi
Mickey made a motion; seconded by Suzanne to adjourn the meeting at 2:26p.m. 
The next meeting is May 7th & 8th, 2015, at Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen, MN. 
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