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To create a work of art depicting a historical event, like those found in the
Minnesota State Capitol, is not an easy undertaking. The artist cannot provide a
broad brush stroke to tell the entire story. Like the four corners of the canvas,
they are confined to depicting a moment in time.

To achieve this, required study. From models in the studio to gathering
information from photographs and historical accounts; conducting interviews with
experts and event participants, and visiting the location where the event occurred
was part of that process.

The skill of the artist and the quality of the painting is essential in determining the
success of a historical scene. In addition to that, the painting’s impact can be
measured by its ability to connect the viewer, from the witness of the event to a
visitor one hundred years later, that the depiction is as close as possible to what
happened.

The following images provide some insight into the artists’ attempt in their search
for historical accuracy to make these connections occur.



Howard Pyle, Battle of Nashville, painted
1905.

Shy’s Hill, ca. 1880s.

Pyle included this image in
the painting.

(photo: Confederate
Veteran, 1909)




Douglas Volk, Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge, painted 1906.

Minnesota State Capitol

-

o
I'\-

57 Colooe] judson W, Dishog,

Judson Bishop, about 1865

The officer waving his hat in the painting
is Bishop. The depiction is based on this
photograph. Each painting in the
Governor’'s Ante Room and Reception
Room has portraits of participants of
those events.




Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge
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Judson Bishop to Douglas Volk, September 12, 1905

Bishop describes for the artist what he was wearing and other
battlefield details during the battle of Missionary Ridge.
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Studies for the Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge painting used by artist
Douglas Volk. These were used in his first study of the battle scene that after
reviewed by Cass Gilbert, was changed to show the advance up the slope of the
ridge rather than the apex of the charge.
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WCntice After New Picture
Just Hung at the Capitol

y, Artist’'s War Tainting 1s Not
| Correct in Military Detail, Say
! Soldiers Who Know

Alihongh the parnting by Spanlev M,
Arnburs of Wiliniggton, Dl placed
this weok in the governer's. waiting
room At ke state eapatol, is satisface
tory from a terknieel standpaint, erit-
irg Luve heen Lusy ¢ver since it hang
ing,

1t s anmither war picture depicting

the Third regiment, United Btates valo |
unteers, entrring lattle Hock, Ark. TM]
regiment is shown crossing the Arkso-
sa8  river oo a vpontoon hridge and
marching up the levee by rout step,
Cal, 0 O Andrews commauding.  The
chief festure of the picture, as brought
| out by the artist, 13 the youlk of the
* | soldiers.
But soldiers who took part in the
“jevent are not pleased with the painting
in many respects. It is said that the
blankgts are not properly arranged.
o[ Woe koldier who was wilh the army
durieg ke war pointed out that lste
in tks war the blankets were rolled
around the shoulders mg worn in the
Arthur picture, but st the time the
Third regiment entered Liitle - Rock
the blenkets were folded on top of the
knapsack. In Mr, Arthur's picture
musidians are shown marching shead
of the colenel, and it is cxplained that
in reality nn one marched shead of the
officer in command.

HBome bave mlso soupht to atteek the
artist for putting in twn enlor bearers,
but it was pointed out by Genersl An-
drews, then eolonel of the regiment,

Stanley M. Arthurs, The Third Minnesota Entering Little Rock, painted 1910 Ihat one flag io of the mation wod the '

in entifely correct in poltivg in two
fiagn.
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Critiques of the painting by Third
Minnesota regiment veterans,1910.




Rufus Zogbaum, Battle of Gettysburg, painted 1906

First Minnesota veterans of the Gettysburg charge down Cemetery
Ridge reenact where they fought and were wounded on July 2, 1863.
The rocky terrain is portrayed front and center in the painting.

Photo: about 1897 (Minnesota Historical Society)




Warren County Courthouse, Vicksburg, Mississippi,

Francis Millett, Fourth Minnesota Entering Vicksburg, painted 1904 about 1864

(photo: Vicksburg's Old Court House Museum)




Father John Ireland, about 1862

Colonel Lucius Hubbard, about 1865
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Dakota House, about 1865.

This building served as a hospital during the attacks on New
Ulm and is depicted on the extreme right edge and center of

the painting.

Anton Gag, Attack on New Ulm, painted 1904
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Carl Boeckmann, Eighth Minnesota at the Battle of Ta-Ha-Kouty, painted 1910




Francis Millet, Treaty of Traverse des
Sioux, painted 1905.

Minnesota State Capitol

Frank Mayer, Treaty of Traverse des
Sioux, painted 1885.

Minnesota Historical Society

This painting is based on Mayer’s
sketches as an eyewitness to the
eventin 1851.




Douglas Volk, Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony, painted 1905.

When this was painting was completed, the falls, due to it receding upriver no
longer existed in this natural state. Based on his studies, Volk took care to
include Spirit Island in the center of the falls.




Father Hennepin at the Falls of St.. Anthony
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Wr. Uaas Gilbert, .
Hew Yorg.

My dsar Gllborti=

1 rAAd Wiuh gredal inwerest
Four commenta on By compositon recently
sent Lo 5t. Paul ano I assurd you 1 shall oo
Flag to follew a3 many of Lhe SUEZESLIiONA
as possiple, with régara howaver Lo ooe or
t¥0 0F the historical pointa Lo which you .
ecnll my aviweniion, &nd whjch Hr. Seabary
glss meptisns, my Ccending Bas léd =e Lo
somewhat aifrersot conclusion, I will =&y,
howgver that when [ Pirat #ont over Lhe gmeer
ground” grinea prastically Lhe same impraasion
which ¥ou seem Lo have. I relor Lo Lha
Lo companions of Henngih which you sugzesl
vhat 1 iauroaued iobg Loe pIoLure.
H 1 have EOR0 OVEr Afa OVer
the soméwhat invelwvea Engliah of the goca
missionary afo alter cartul canalceravion
AAR NOL mAKA ouL Jhet ha had moré Lhan ong

white parssn with him whén he maoé his
maémosralle alacoVary. .

Henngpin startea up Lha
river after lewviog La Salle, with iwo

vayageurs LG Gay, and Mighal ASCan.

- They were in gue Limd cepLurea by whe Incians
Laken ap Lhe #uluaﬁpl.m from &, Papl
oF neRr Lheré, wWArd QSnAUSLea SVArlamna Lo
Mille Lace where Lhey spent Lhe wintér in
the Sloux village.

The firse of July Lhe savaral
Lripes aLArLeo out on & Bur'lalo hoot,

Menn godn AnG whe wwo Fromchmsn with Lhea,
an roaching the moull of whe Rum..' Fiver
&1l epcazpea Usr whe porpose of gelilng
aupslies, Hakisg canods, 9LE.

Imn whe mean time [u Uiy ang Accan .
hada DoLh WeRleo Hennepin very shatbily,
reiusing wo wake him in vheir cangs, he
sRDArESD ioally with a couple of bouiar
gispossa Inaians. and reschéa Lhe Eum

rivor camp with whe oLLOIS. AL Lhis poing

Hennapin WANLOQ Lo leave e Inoian horad

ana g6 aswn Lhe Missiasippl to join a Bed-
Lticn of Lu 5alléds puryy. I6 wes aL chia
Junsviges Lo Accau refusec Lo accompaRy
hif, ana I will here guole Henoepin's own
woras LTom Lhe Theacripiion of Loulsiana®
Fo 881, soavnanea,

" wThis ooliged us t¥o w0 go alone
as Michal Ako refused, 16 4 wreloist. dEBOD

to the OMmconsin FIVer...... FThe Inaiana

woula ntgl.-.hmru suffered Lhls voydgd Red
[a]=T.] i

nofla..fa vhros Eemainss with vhem. ......

f s wa werd mAKIRE Lhe poruage of tha Falls

Letter: Douglas Volk to Cass Gilbert, August 1904. 3
This letter helps ||Iustrate the process between architect and artist to determine accurate information and details for thIS palntmg
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Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony
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-« of Suw. Azthony, we parcivea five or six Inciana

whe bag taEen Lhe SLArt, oRe of whom had climbea
A Lree ana was (weaERrlEE & boaver robe“es. Ec.
Hannepin alas aays in hils "Héw DiS=
aavery® page @77, “This arLroms wWanl mnaod
us ake & rn-ai.:t.:.un. upon Michel ALo's raluslng
L& ascomDANY ub, Lo wvenLura suraslvea io a
1iLLle soPrFy canos AS CAP A8 Lhe river Quscon-
BiBY i unnen. . "ERL I.'I.DMII Ak who wal ARDEenan-
ailve of una many harda.abips hé was 1i1ke L0
oeaL with on the arpsaltion coula naver oo
provailesd upoh Lo Sonsent- o 1t, 80 Lhatl aseclng
Lvhat 58 began Lo relish uhe “}_“I_:u.n WY L
oo living, I cesirsa thelr chial, Lot I might
nave laave Lo swocsmpany Pleara io hia atoad
who mccorainply Erantes oy roquest.™ Eo.Eo.

The rallowing guotacion Irom
Parkman ‘s ®"La Salle ano the Discovery of Lhe
EraatfF Noruhweai®, pdgh #68- ingicates hia
interpretavionf of the roregoing. Tu Gay
wisheo o go with mui.r" tht accsu who likea
the Imaimn life as moch as ne alaligea Henoahia
prererea to remain with the huniers.” ...

‘s Thus eguippea Lhey COZAn Lheir
Journey AnG S005 AQPTOACHSd Lhe Falls oL St.

ALRAAY. + -. .. kS LESY Wore carrylig Tnelr
EROCe 0y Lhe CALAracl Lhey Saw Dive or 81X
Incians.” gc. &24.

The accsunt gliven ia Lhe "uolasn
Jubilas® baok, page 13 is of courss very briel’ -

/ MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

. N - H

-~ B0 Lhough iv SpoaxkE 41 Lo LD VOyageurs
ALAPLInE with Hennepin, 1w aoes not mention wLoe
sLOp maas At LWhe mouih Of L6 Rum river, woq
the split in the party which took place sl
Lot polot. The picture 21 Lha 4608 Rl
Lhe Calls which is invrFoaucea, and which anows
Len chite men with Hennepln, Se¢ms LLerolord,
accorailng Lo BY D88t Juagment o bE inascuraLs
bt 1 1 BE &% srror oo Whis point 1 Bhall be
aaly to glad oo ¢ 581 FLEAL.

How wilh regard wo Lhe posiiion of Lhe
pAPLy &t whe Falls, I confess this polnt has
pean & mont perplexinp one, for it 18 modL
air icult Somelimes Lo make ract accora with
narmooious arrangment, ¥ou say thal Lhe Falls
appear Lo be below Hennepin, anc 1 was glan
LE® skeLah gave such an impression ror Lhst
1s whers I wanted Lo SUEZesL Lhem a3 Colng.
vhongs 1 woula like :h..-nnvi“:fr“m lativuce
in Lhe mALLOF, And DOrhADS Dlace Lne party
aifterontly, but uhe facu is Lhe carry lea
gver @ whe blull, which acssraing o Plke's
survey in 18Ub was apout &b reet high, with
an elovation AL LhS DPoint of GeDarkaticn oL
sbasgreos. The pegioning of Lhe lower ong
ol thé darry was, 48 ofar a8 I can, Ogure
UL Irom The mocounts writudn oy LA  ax—
Florers about LHUGET. polow the falls, aoa
possibly i1t was a gooa asal more in Hommopin's -
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Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony
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Eime, for Lh® recesgion ol whe Jalls has aloce
Al pICIOoG Aamoun Gvar 1004 'eet,

Thus Lhe briak of Il:tl.; ralls whoen our missiozary
sLooa LhePd was abbut &b «he agutharn ana of
Henoapin Island, O WALHE Lherafore woulo sme

nave beom YOry uwurt-aylest im whe chanosl which

18 BEFFOW &L Lais ﬁ‘“' ang Lhe blglaning of
ThE T..];-;ﬂ Semapaters, woula have Bon lowear
oovn Lhe river. Thus an observer standlog
pn Lhe shore AL Lhis partvicular polnt womnlda
fina higseli at a considarable alaisace rom
the Cagrarasl, I alsc gather oo S8 what
Hennapin saya,— FaE Wi warse making Lhe
portage M pe, ane ron Parkoan,- 'he they were
carrying vhelr cancsf oy whe falls,® kc.

that i Slew o Lhe [ast Whi. Hemnepln was
comiof aswn Lhe river he moat have aLoppéd o

¥iewLhe acéna belers he roachen Log and ol vhea -

il , .I.III] cnnﬁutﬂm muai have laokEea oown
upsa 1w I'Tom 'l'.p]';ﬂ alirs, oDat [ have Luken,

ARG AR&RIl Take, in 1ime with your BUECOBLIORS,
&8 mpuch licAnse aAs poESilDle, and 43dUme That
Lo8 Eroup was AL 4 polnt mow Loo high abdve LES
:-H'ur} ‘m.ﬂ-n toe LhouUgLL coourea Lo B4 Lhad

o

Heanepis woula b6 A BOFS commanaing 2'igucse

a lLitilé above The acenc, rolived ugun.in- Tty
-

BEF, LA ne wWoula with ALUrbulont DS KETouna

agch Af worll be fRevitable 12 he werda om A
lovel with whe mass o5 Celling r_.!ar.

Tne Whole proplesm ia alftieultw
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pecatae I have now ooly 1o show the group of

o

© rigures put alss tme scenewhich “Lhe aifrerent

paspleée ara contoemplating, bt I think you . will

BETES Lhat Lor arvistic roeascns Lhe Clgures
ahould asEinaALSe. I ! maks Loo maosh of

e lansscapd The .I.‘imﬂ. worla Decoms Eore
Plgmies...

Copesoraling wha I‘!:I:Lt*& ai
“r:.“riﬂﬂ LR Daaver aKin o Lha &l ?Flr‘ih.
I am inelinsa to think that Mr. Seabury is

rlELL a3 I RE Do IIL'I.';F'D“'I.-.M watla be Loo
imporLant;, ana aetract rom Father Heonepdno,

who must have ihe conter of the atage,l pat
‘him in as8 & condeasion to bhiatorical fact,
whogph I aesd mot necessarily choose Lhe mOMORTL
whon no 18 & IRoLOr.

Teur, iGon absut Lhe cooss Lo Heaoneplo's |
hana is excellent it SeomA Lo &b, 1 haa
Lthougdt of 1%, DOl EBade §o ALLOERPL in whe skewch |
L9 even augEest detmils. Iala pek think that
Lhe acoitode of Lhe MHODR.AD (LAGLD WAS BUESHSEL=-
ive o the cross, but Lhe Digure W#E:i im
adgnity. io consoguenas, while Lhe dewer on-
proken line you ipalcave &8 fine, ana I shall
aonsiaer Lhe pose most carafully 'l"t-n Lais in
mind whonl werk out Lhe arawing. ~The akelsh
was very ocroas, ang gives little ifaea of what I
Propose Lo asvelope,my B8ludles are coming oo
in Cimnoe shape, anc I am confiaent Lhot L4 aldl o
go08 woll the plevure will be shesd of anyuhing
1 have unnl,’i:nu will not be able Lo got much

6L Lhs Ilﬁ.d.in.l':l_"




Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony

'1.- -I- L . oy
[ i -? A Ll L . q
™ .88 am lasa o!f 1t until you Aes LhS cEELOOH.
- pvar thia spbjact with yoo, &g 1 11 18

Thors I8 ROLRIBE moré ploluresque e
£ ? q AETHEARLLY yan might forwarg Lhis leLier Lo
porhapa, Lhen fur, and I woulo enjoy palnting ] nim whigh woulo Bave my going over Lhe Same |
& Iur cap on Pleoarda Uu Uay, oa you BUEsestl, Eronnd again.

but bow about it in July? It woula Bo BRIl
FLght here Lo nishi, For it is cola enough far
AR awercoat, but I you Lhiak & coon skin will i

go. I will bs glug wo put Goe oD tas Ploawd, u I whank you Uor your atcentlen '
I have fouma Juss Luhe ypes for this DOrasSnEES. M EEEERE, L. S S :

With soralal mégards, anc vhanks '
Heannepin 18 golng ©o Do & aranning £igore;
te do, ama I hAYS B ine old Monks gown, uhat 5 far your leuier, I FeEaln,

looks A% 1Y 1%t hao beon wern Lhrough miles or :
fareast, Vary sinceraly :.rn'urﬂ..

. I you aan fina time will you let ma H .-M .r '
Know what you think of whe agvianbllitcy ol° EY L i
asking Archolangp Irelanc s opinion reageralng | -

tha orossanac Adennspin ‘s caresonlial attltooas?

The Jirst imgstalment Irom Lo

et
commisaloniers 4uly i hanc.

a4

™

P
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I marvel i your bélng Able Lo kesp ao

many uhings goling bt once, ane I hesitaies Lo
encrouch on your uime, but 18 FOU can Lell me
whethor what I have wriulen seems plaosible aor
Boh, I will be grently ooligoed. wWhat yoo
wEaLe SoRoeraiog Lhe elewaidon of Lhe Dalls ia
winal, ama "Gives me pAUsSeY, I1F you Yeel
sLrongly about 1t, I shall b Lemplea Lo LIF
& now aOLLing o Lhe composivion,. fer I veluo

P

m‘_,._._*._.._.

A:)-ﬁ-..-d.,.—-——-—%"’

VT T

TR

Four artiatic Jjuogeent most sincsrely.

I was muah pleassa o receive a levvor |
from Mr. Seabury, io which 2@ says ha went 3

L e L o S e WA e . i o e s
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Edwin Blashfield, Discoverers and Civilizers Led to the Source of the Mississippi,
painted 1905.
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