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Artists’ Search For Historical Accuracy 
To create a work of art depicting a historical event, like those found in the 
Minnesota State Capitol, is not an easy undertaking. The artist cannot provide a 
broad brush stroke to tell the entire story.  Like the four corners of the canvas, 
they are confined to depicting a moment in time. 
 
To achieve this, required study.  From models in the studio to gathering 
information from photographs and historical accounts; conducting interviews with 
experts and event participants, and visiting the location where the event occurred 
was part of that process.  
 
The skill of the artist and the quality of the painting is essential in determining the 
success of a historical scene. In addition to that, the painting’s impact can be 
measured by its ability to connect the viewer, from the witness of the event to a 
visitor one hundred years later, that the depiction is as close as possible to what 
happened.   
 
The following images provide some insight into the artists’ attempt in their search 
for historical accuracy to make these connections occur.  



Battle of Nashville 

Howard Pyle, Battle of Nashville, painted 
1905. 
 
 

 Shy’s Hill, ca. 1880s. 
 
Pyle included this image in 
the painting. 
 
(photo: Confederate  
 Veteran, 1909) 



Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge 

Douglas Volk, Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge, painted 1906. 
 

Minnesota State Capitol 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Judson Bishop, about 1865 
 

The officer waving his hat in the painting 
is Bishop. The depiction is based on this 
photograph. Each painting in the 
Governor’s Ante Room and Reception 
Room has portraits of participants of 
those events.  
 



Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Judson Bishop to Douglas Volk, September 12, 1905 

Bishop describes for the artist what he was wearing and other 
battlefield details during the battle of Missionary Ridge. 

 



Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Studies for the Second Minnesota at Mission Ridge painting used by artist 
Douglas Volk. These were used in his first study of the battle scene that after 
reviewed by Cass Gilbert, was changed to show the advance up the slope of the 
ridge rather than the apex of the charge. 

 



Third Minnesota Entering Little Rock 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanley M. Arthurs, The Third Minnesota Entering Little Rock, painted 1910 

Critiques of the painting by Third 
Minnesota regiment veterans,1910. 



Battle of Gettysburg 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rufus Zogbaum, Battle of Gettysburg, painted 1906 

First Minnesota veterans of the Gettysburg charge down Cemetery 
Ridge reenact where they fought  and were wounded on July 2, 1863. 
The rocky terrain is portrayed front and center in the painting. 
  
Photo: about 1897 (Minnesota Historical Society) 
 



Fourth Minnesota Entering Vicksburg 

 
 
 
 
 
 Francis Millett, Fourth Minnesota Entering Vicksburg, painted 1904 

Warren County Courthouse, Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
about 1864   
 
(photo: Vicksburg’s Old Court House Museum) 



Battle of Corinth 

Edwin Blashfield, Battle of Corinth, painted 1912 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel Lucius Hubbard, about 1865             

Father John Ireland, about 1862 



Attack on New Ulm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anton Gag, Attack on New Ulm, painted 1904 

Dakota House, about 1865.  
 
This building served as a hospital during the attacks on New 
Ulm and is depicted on the extreme right edge and center of 
the painting.   



Eighth Minnesota at the Battle of  
Ta-Ha-Kouty 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Carl Boeckmann, Eighth Minnesota at the Battle of Ta-Ha-Kouty, painted 1910 



Treaty of Traverse des Sioux 

Francis Millet,  Treaty of Traverse des 
Sioux, painted 1905. 
 
Minnesota State Capitol 

Frank Mayer, Treaty of Traverse des 
Sioux, painted 1885. 
 
Minnesota Historical Society 
 
This painting is based on Mayer’s 
sketches as an eyewitness to the 
event in 1851. 
 
 
 
 
 



Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Douglas Volk, Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony, painted 1905.  
 
When this was painting was completed, the falls, due to it receding upriver no 
longer existed in this natural state. Based on his studies, Volk took care to 
include Spirit Island in the center of the falls.  



Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter: Douglas Volk to Cass Gilbert, August 1904. 
This letter helps illustrate the process between architect and artist to determine accurate information and details for this painting. 

 



Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Father Hennepin at the Falls of St. Anthony 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Discoverers and Civilizers Led to the Source 
of the Mississippi  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Edwin Blashfield, Discoverers and Civilizers Led to the Source of the Mississippi, 
painted 1905.  
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