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Greetings and recognition of distinguished guests.

It is apleasure to be here on this historic occasion—o joinwth you in honoring
our forefathers—those pioneers who, as they broke the soil end faced the hardships of
the frontier life, didnot fail to recognise their responsibilities to their |ess-
privileged brethren.

this centennial observance of the Vasa Children's Huse is moving evidence of man's
continuing concern for helping others.

It is not only the first founders that we honor but all those who followed t hem—
who carried the torch on through the decades of the 19th century and into the md-2oth
century.

They merecﬁeople of vision—those men and women who guided the destiny of the
Vasa Hone for Children. They renained alert to newneeds, to changing times—to the
kal ei doscopi ¢ pattern of human growth and devel opnent.

First they were led to provide a home for |onely orphaned children, a hone which
net an inportant need for many years,

As ot her needs enmerged, the Vasa Hone altered its pattern of service, and today
it offers a program designed to meet the requirements of the severely handi capped,
stent ally retarded child.

| amdeeply moved by the words on the plaque presented to the hone this _
a]fternoon:G "(One hundre ygars of service to children, every one precious in the sight
0 0 . "

~Yes, the Vasa Hone has denonstrated two of the great characteristics of our
society—the commtment to serve people in need, regardless of race, color, or creed,
and the ability to change, in order to meet changing times and conditions.

This celebration today—and nmy presence here as your Governor-serves to remnd
us as well of another trait of our pluralist society:

The inval uabl e-t+he peculiarly American—partnership which exists between the
church-suFForted agency and the tax-supported government—a partnership which,
incidentally, has been refined to a particular degree here in the Mdwest with our
strong Scandinavian influences and heritage.

~ Not isolated fromone another, but working as nembers of a team-the great
institution of the church and the great experinment of self-governnent.

~ Your ﬁastorate and your |eaders are constantly and thoughtfully and most hel pful l'y
advising the |eaders of governnent, of government welfare agencies, the policymakers,
the | egislators.



| amdelighted to note, for example, the fact that Howard Paul son of the staff
of Lutheran Social Service of Mnnesota, is a menber of our Mental Retardation
Planning Council in Mnnesota. As chairman of the task force which is studying
residential facilities, M. Paulson has brought extensive background and resources
to the confrontation of this problem

There are others | could name, anong then your outstanding executive director,
The Reverend Luthard Gerde. There is no way to measure the contribution of these
people as they help shape government policies and help relate those policies to other
social welfare endeavors. Only in this way are we enabled to weave a fabric of social
service that will achieve our goal: the full development of each individual menber of
society, the sincere acceptance of each person's worth and dignity, the recognition that
man is, indeed, created in the imge of God.

| an confident that a nation, and a state, which has this healthr i nterchange
between the public and the private social welfare programs will move torward with
strength and purpose

And, ny friends, we have much to challenge us. Since taking office as Governor,
| have had the opportunity to see firsthand how seriously, how tragically we have
neglected the mental |y handi capped children of our state

Early in m admnistration, | sat down to plan for orderly visitations to our
state-supported institutions for the mentally ill and the mentally retarded. | was
shocked—al | of the comunity |eaders and |egislators and others who joined me on the
tour% of t%e state institutions for the retarded were deeply shocked by, the conditions
we observed.

We went to work with renewed determnation and | amgratified to report to you
that the results were remarkable

The legislature set the challenge and sharp increases in appropriations were
?ranted for daytime activity centers, for increased staff in the state institutions,
or sheltered workshops, for expanded services in the mental health centers, and much
mor e.

Currently, we are in the process of phasing into our three state institutions for
the retarded 421 new enployees. | cannot begin to tell you how nuch those workers are
needed. Little children who can learn to help themselves have in the past been permtted
to_alomﬂy deteriorate because there was no staff person to give them attention and
gui dance.

_Aptive-hyﬁeractive bOKS-ANhO could not play out of doors because there was not
sufficient staff to watch themand tend to them will nowbe able to take advantage
of the swings and the playground equi pment which has for too long stood idle

And in the community, we see a remarkable change in public attitudes and public
responsibility. People are [earning that the handicapped retarded youngster need not
be shut away* He can | earn—n special classes in school; he can learn social skills
in adaytime activity center. As ayoung adult, he can even learn to work at gainful
enpl oyment--sometimes in a sheltered workshop, sometimes in private enterprise in a
conpetitive situation. .

Mich that was once thought inpossible is nowwithin our grasp
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Still, there remains a trenendous job to be done.
The state institutions have a | ong way to go.

Sorre 6,000 youngsters are in special education classes in the public school s
but there are estimated to be 16,000 who coul d benefit fromsuch special educati on.

Public and coomunity attitudes need to becone nore, tol erant—and here you church
peopl e can' | ead t he way.

But particularly pertinent for us today is the continuing probl emof adequate
residential care for the nental ly retarded.

You have set an outstanding pattern with the Vasa Home. But will there continue
to be an expanding role for the non-profit and the church-affiliated private

residential facility in serving our nentally retarded and ot herw se handi capped
youngst er s?

WIIl the state and the county governnents enlarge their participationin this type
of program by financial reinbursement which is commensurate with the basic service
provi ded by these non-profit institutions?

The fact is that there is absolutely no logic to the present manner of state
participation in the cost of institutional care.

| refer to the fact that the state now pays al most the full cost of residential
care for the nental |y handi capped youngster while he is in a state institution. But if
there is no place for himin a state institution, and he is in a hone Iike the Vasa
Borne, the county governnent pays alnost the full cost.

Qoviously, if the state pays full costs in a state institution but not in a private
one, this acts as a deterrent to the growth of the church-related facility or the
private snall residential hone. QCounty welfare agencies are inclined to seek pl acement
for handi capped youngsters in state institutions even though the residential facility
in the comunity may be the nore desirable placenent for a particular type of child.

| need not point out to you the various factors which enter into this kind of a
di scussions the closeness to hone, the personalized atnosphere, the little extras
whi ch volunteers in the community can provide—all of these tend to make snal |
residential institutions particularly suitable to certain kinds of youngsters, as
opposed to the i mmense and sonetines inpersonalized atnmosphere of a state institution.

V¢ sinply cannot permt our state laws to continue this inequitable financial pattern.

VW nust bring about full state participation in financial costs of high quality
residential care for the retarded, whether that care is provided in a state owned
and operated, or privately owned and operated facility.

In 1964 | naned the Mantel Retardation P anning Council and asked it to devel op a
statewide plan to conbat and treat mental retardation. |'mhappy to report to you
that it is doing a comrendable job in this direction and | expect that it will conplete
its plan and submt it tone at the end of this year.



ne of its chief recommendations will be to erase this present inequity
relating to pay for residential care for the retarded.

hce we establish equity, | believe we can | ook for the devel opment of a network
of privately endowed or church-related small residential facilities, simlar to yours
here, with sound progress, end properly licensed. They will serve the nmentally
retarded youngsters who need total care, right in their hone coomunity rather than
inisolation in some distant institution

| would wi sh to add here that for many, the large state institution will continue
to provide the very best kind of programof care. Wat we need and oust have is
both ki nds of care, geared to provide prograns suitable to the particul ar needs of the
chi |l d.

M/ friends, | want to thank you fromthe bottomof ny heart for the work that
you are doing in behal f of the nentally handi capped children of our state, for the
i nval uabl e service provided by your hones, both the Vasa Lut heran Hone whose
centennial we cel ebrate here today, and the take Park Wld R ce Hone in Fergus Fall s*

Wien | see people like you joining together in firmdedication and in partnership
with our state governnent to provide a hone, a friendly receptive atnosphere, a
wel | -equi pped facility, a service which no one el se can provide in the sane way,
amrenewed in ny conviction that man can neet the challenge of nmodern society. You have
done it, and you will continue to do it. | pledge to you ny continuing cooperation
in every way possible.



