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Re

July 17 ,2015

The Honorable James Mortenson
Administrative Law Judge

Office of Administrative Hearings
600 North Robert Street
P.O. Box 64620
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620

In the Matter of the Adopted Rules of the Public Utilities Commission Governing
Cogeneration and Small Power Production; OAH Docket No. 5-2500-32018; Revisor's ID

Number R-04214

Dear Judge Mortenson:

On June 12,2075, the Commission adopted the above-named rules governing Cogeneration and

Small Power Production. The Commission now requests that the Office of Administrative

Hearings review and approve the rules under Minnesota Statutes, section 14.26. Enclosed for your

review are the documents required by Office of Administrative Hearings Rules, par|1400.2310,

items A to P. Paragraphs A to P of this letter are keyed to items A to P of part 1400.2310. Each

paragraph states whether the document is enclosed and, if the document is not enclosed, the reason

that the document is not applicable.

A. Enclosed: the Request for Comments as published in the State Register on August 26,

2013.

Not enclosed: a petition fbr rulemaking. This is not enclosed because no petition was filed
regarding these rules.

Enclosed: the proposed rules dated December 5,2014, wittr the Revisor's certifìcate of
approval.

D. Enclosed: the Statement of Need and Reasonableness.

E Enclosed: the Notice of [ntent to Adopt Rules, as mailed, and the Notice of [ntent to Adopt

Rules, as published in the State Register on December 29,2414.

Not enclosed: a letter from the Chief Administrative Law Judge authorizing the

Department to omit the text of the prTp"R3:.?g"Hl?_..,.fro* the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules
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G.

H.

published in the State Register. This is not enclosed because the Commission included the
text of the proposed rules with the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules published in the State
Register.

Enclosed: the Certificate of Mailing the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules and the Certificate
of Accuracy of the Mailing List.

Enclosed: the Certificate of Additional Notice or a copy of the transmittal letter.

Enclosed: the Certificate of Mailing the Statement of Need and Reasonableness to the
Legislative Reference Llbrary.

Enclosed: all written comments and submissions on the proposed rules that the
Commission received during the comment period, requests for hearing and withdrawals of
requests for hearing, except those that only requested copies of documents. Also included
is the notice of cancellation of the hearing, dated February 6, which the Commission sent to
all persons who requested a hearing.

Not enclosed: a notice of withdrawal of hearing request, evidence that the Department sent
its notice of withdrawal to all persons who requested a hearing, and any respònsive
comments received. These are not enclosed because Minnesota Statutes, r.ðtion 14.25,
subdivision 2, did not require the Department to send a notice of withdrawal of hearing
request.

Enclosed: a copy of the adopted rules dated July 14, 2015.The modifications to the
proposed rules are reflected in the rules as adopted and are approved by the Revisor of
Statutes.

Not enclosed: a notice of adopting substantially different rules that was sent to persons or
groups who commented during the comment period and evidence that the notice was sent
to those persons or groups. This is not enclosed because the Commission did not adopt
substantially different rules.

Enclosed: the order Adopting Rules that complies with the requirements in
part 1400.2090.

Not enclosed: a notice of submission of rules to the Of{ice of Administrative Hearings and
a copy of a transmittal letter or certificate of mailing the notice of submission of rules to the
Office of Administrative Hearings. No persons requested notification of the submission of
the rules to the Offìce of Administrative Hearings.

Enclosed: any other document or evidence to show compliance with any other law or rule
that the Department is required to follow in adopting these rules. These are:

- A copy of the transmittal letter showing the agency sent notice to Legislators; and- A copy of the transmittal letter showing the agency consulted with the Department
of MMB.
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If you have questions or wish to discuss anything with me, please contact me at 65T-201-2239.
After you complete your review, please send any.o*"rponãence to me at the following address:

Kate Kahlert
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
1217th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Sincerely,

Kate Kahlert
Commission Attomey
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Official Notices
comments received in response to the rules after they are proposed. If you submitted comments during the development of the rules and
you want to ensure that the Administrative Law Judge reviews the comments, you should resubmit the comments after the rules are
formally proposed.

Dated: i4 August 2013 Lucinda Jesson, Commissione¡
Department of Human Services

Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS)
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension

Notice of lnformation Meeting October 16, 2013

The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension will hold a meeting from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 16,2013 to
discuss progress on several BCA initiatives regarding criminal justice information sharing in the state of Minnesota. Information on pro.ject

architecture, the new crime reporting system and the new criminal history system will be provided. The meeting will take place at the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension offices at 1430 Maryland Ave. E. in St. Pau1. In addition, limited participation may rake place via web
conference. (To make arrangements to participate remotely, please contact Jill Oliveira at the ínformation listed below.)

Vendors, particularly those working with local agencies to manage records, as well as agency information technoiogy staffare encou¡-
aged to attend this meeting. Please RSVP. For more information or to RSVP contact Ji11 Olivei¡a, Public Information Officer, at (651) 793-
2726 or jill.oliveira@ state.mn.us

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS on Possible Amendments to Rules Governing

Cogeneration and Small Power Production, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7835;
Revisor's lD Number R-04214; PUC Docket No. E-g9g/R-19-729

Subject of Rules. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission requests comments on possible amendment to rules governing
Cogeneration and Small Power Production. The Commission is considering ruie amendments to incorporate recent statutory changes
affecting cogeneration and small power production. These changes include, among others, the following:

' increasing the net-metering threshoid capacity for a qualifying facility or net meteredfacílity interconnecting to a public utility
- under the changes, the threshold is "less than 1,000 kW" (from less than 40 kW);

. establishing a new annual biliing/crediting method;

prohibiting standby charges for facilities under 100 kW;

requiring public utilities to aggregate meters for net metering at customers' request;

authorizing the Commission to limit cumulative generation from net-metered custome¡s and permitting a public utility to
request that the Commission set such limits;

authorizing public utilities to limit capacity lo 120 Vo of demand for wind customers and to 120 7o of energy consumption
for solar photovoltaic customers; and

' changing requirements governing the uniform statewide contract to incorporate the new net-metering threshoid for faciiities
interconnecting to a public utility.

Page278 Minnesota State Register, Monday 26 August 2013 (Cite 38 SR 278)



Official Notices
Persons Affected. The rule amendments would likely affect public ulilities providing retail electric service, cogenerators, small power

producers, municipal electric utilities, electric cooperatives, net metered customers, and persons wanting to inteÍconnect with a public
utility.

Statutory Authority. Minnesota Statutes $ 216.05, subd.l , gives the Commission general rulemaking authority . And, Minnesota Statutes
ç 2168.164, subd. 6, authorizes the Commission to adopt rules governing cogeneration and small powerproduction.

Public Comment. Interested persons or groups may submit comments or information on these possible rule amendments in writing
until 4:30 p.m. on September 30, 2013.The Commission will not publish a notice of intent to adopt the rules until more than 60 days have
elapsed from the date of this request lor comments. Flease refer to PUC Docket No. E-999lR-13-729 in your comments, you may aiso
electronicallyfileyourcommentsusingtheCommission'selectronicfilingsystemlocatedat: https:/lwww.edockets.stt)te.mn.tts/EFiting.

Advisory Committee. The Commission has not determined whether to appoint an advisory committee under Minnesota Statutes
$ 14.101 to comment on the possible rules. Persons interested in this issue should address it in their comments. And persons interested in
serving on an advisory committee should include a request to do so in their comments.

Rules Drafts. The Commission has not yet drafted the possible rules amendments

Agency Contact Person. Written comments, questions, and requests for more information on these possible rules should be directed
to: Kate Kahlert, Staff Attorney

Public Utilities Commission

12i Seventh Place East, Suite 350

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

Ph'one: (651) 201-2239

Fax: (651)297-1073;

E-mail: kate.kahlert@ sta.te.mn.LLS.

Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us through
Minnesota Relay at l-800-627-3529 or by dialing 711.

Alternative Format. Upon request, this information can be made available in an alternative format, such as large print, braille, or audio
To make such a request, please contact the agency contact person at the address or telephone number listed above.

NOTE: Comments received in response to this notice will not necessarily be included in the formal rulemaking record submitted to the
Administrative Law Judge if and when a proceeding to adopt rules is started. The agency is required to submit to the judge only those
written comments received in response to the rules after they are proposed. If you submit comments during the development of the rules
atld you want to ensure that the Administrative Law Judge reviews the comments, you should resubmit the comments after the rules a¡e
formally proposed.

I

Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT)
Engineering Serv¡ces Division,

Office of Construction and lnnovative Contracting
Notices of Suspens¡on and Debarment

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Department of Transportation ("MnDOT") has ordered that the following vendors be
suspended for a period of sixty (60) days, effective May 6, 20 1 3 until JlIy 5 , 2013:

. Marion Louis Danner and his affiliates, South St. Paul, MN

. Danner, Inc. and its affiliates, South St. Pau1, MN
' Bull Dog Leasing,Inc. and its affiiiates,Inver Grove Heights, MN

(Cite 38 SR 279) Minnesota State Register, Monday 26 August 2013 Page279
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Not Enclosed: Petition for Rulemaking
This is not enclosed because no petition was

filed regarding these rules.
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The Proposed Rules dated December 5,

2014, wtth the Revisor's certificate of
approval
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Public Utilities Commission

Proposed Permanent Rules Relating to Cogeneration and Small Power production

7835.0100 DEFINITIONS.

text of 1to3 see M.R

Subp. 4. Capacity. "Capacity" means the capability to produce, transmit, or deliver

electric , and is measured bv the number of megawatts alternating current at the

1.1

1.2

r.3

t.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1.12

1,13

1.14

i.15

t.t6

l.t7

1.18

1,.r9

1.20

1.2r

t.2z

1.23

1.24

point of common couplin between a qualifying facility and a utility' s electric system.

Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with providing

the capability to deliver energy. +ney-eonsisrof The_.¡q!þy capital costs consist of

facilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute electricity and the fixed operating

and maintenance costs of these facilities.

text of see M.R

Subp. 6a. Customer. "Customer" means the person named on the utilify electric

bill for the premises.

text of su 7to15 see M.R

Subp..15a. Net metered facility. "Net metered facility" means an electric generation

facility constructed for the purpose of offsetting energy use through the use of renewable

energv or hieh-efficiency distributed generation sources

or text of 16 and 17 see M.R.

Subp. 17a. Public utilitv. "Public utility" has the meanins siven in Minnesota

Stafutes, section 21 6r-.02" subdivision 4.

text of 1 see M.R.

Subp. 19. Qualifyrng facility. "Qualifying facility" means a cogeneration or small

power production facility which satisfies the conditions established in Code of Federal

17835.0100 Approved U, *"urro.?SÍÊ
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Regulations, title 18, þ

292. The initial operation date or initial installation date of a cogeneration or small power

production facility must not prevent the facility from being considered a qualifying facility

for the purposes of this chapter if it otherwise satisfies all stated conditions.

text of 20 see M.R.

Subp .20a. Standbv charge. "Standbv cha.rge" means the rate or fee a utility charses

for standby service or standb y power.

Subp. 20b. Standby service. "S tandby service" means

A. for public utilities , service or power that includes backup, maintenance, and

related services necessary to make electricitv service available to the facility. as described

2.r

2.2

¿.5

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.1

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.t3

2.t4

2.15

2.t6

2.17

2.18

2.19

2.20

2.21

2.22

2.23

2.24

2.25

in the public utili ty's commission-approved standby tariff: and

B. for a utilitv not su to the commission's rate authoritv" the servicebiect

associated with the aoolicable tariffin effect under Minnesota Statutes. section 2168.1611.

subdivision 3 , clause (2).

text of 2l to see M.R.

7835.0200 SCOPE AND PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to implement certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164;the Pubtic Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 7g78,United Srates Code,

title16,section824a.3@;andtheFederalEnergyRegu1atory
Commissionregulations,CodeofFederalRegu1ations,title18,ffi

Ð*ßæ<+98+)part292. Nothing in this chapter excuses any utitity from carrying out

its responsibilities under these provisions of state and federal law. This chapter must

at all times be applied in accordance with its intent to give the maximum possible

27835.02A0



3.1

1.L

J.J

3.4

3.5

3.6

5.t

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.1 1

3.12

3.r3

3.r4

3.15

3.16

3.r7

3.18

3.19

3.20

3.21

3.22

3.2-t

3.24

r2t05tr4 REVISOR RSYJC RD42I4

encouragement to cogeneration and small power production consistent with protection

of the ratepayers and the public.

7835.0400 FILING OPTION,

If, after the initial.þnuar¡!-lQl!, filing, schedule c is rhe only change in rhe

cogeneration and small power production tariff to be filed in a subsequent year, the utility

may notify the commission in writing, by the date the tariff is due, that there is no other

change in the tariff. This notification and new schedule C will serye as a substitute for the

refiling of the complete tariff in that year.

7835.0800 SCHEDULE E.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures

for interconnected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and

protective apparatus.

The utility may include

in schedule E suggested types of equipment to perform the specified functions. No standard

or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

7835.1.200 AVAILABILITY OF FILINGS.

All filings required by parts 7835.0300 to 7835.1100 must be maffiS filed in

the and be maintained at the utility's

general office and any other offices of the utility where rate case filings are kept. These

filings must be available for public inspection at the commission and at the utitity offrces

during normal business hours.

783s.1 300 GENERAL REPORTI¡{G REQUIREMENTS.

Each utility interconnected with a qualifying facility must provide the commission

with the information in parts 7835.1400 to 7835.1800 q4geþ on or before Nevember

March 1, and in such form as the commission may require

3

3.25

7835.1300
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7835.2100 ELECTRICAL CODE COMPLIANCE ffi

Subpart 1 Compliance; standards. The interconnection between the qualifying

facility and the utility must comply with the requirements of the National Electrical

Safety Codet9&Hiti,ory issued by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

. The

interconnection is subiect to subparts 2 and 3.

Subp. 2. Interconnection. The interconnection customer is responsible for

complvins with all aoolicable local, state, and federal codes. including buildine codes, the

National Electric Code (NEC), the National Electric Safety Code , and noise and

emissions standards. The Area Ë,lectric Power System will require proof of complying

with the NEC before the interconnection is made. The interconnection customer must

obtain installation a from an electrical inspector recosnized by the Minnesota

4.r

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.'.I

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.tl

4.12

4.13

4.t4

4.r5

4.16

4.17

4.1,8

4.19

4.20

4.2r

4.22

4.23

4.24

4.25

4.26

State Board of Electricity

Subp. 3. Generation svstem. The interconnection customer's generation system and

installation must comply with the American National Standards Institute/Institute of

Electrical and Electronics Ensineers (ANSI/IEEE) standards applicable to the installation.

7835.2600 TYPES OF POWER TO BE OFFERED STANDBY SERVICE.

Subpart 1. Service to be offered. The utility must offer maintenance, interruptible,

supplementary, and backup power to the qualifying facility upon request.

Subp. 2. Standbv service: public utilÍtv. A public utilitv mav not impose a standby

charge for standby service on a qualifyine facility havins 100 kilowatt capacity or less. A

utilitv imoosins rates on a qualifyins facilitv havine more than 100 kilowatt capacitv must

complv with an order of the commission establishin g allowable costs.

Subp. 3. Standby service: cooperatiYe or municipalitv. A cooperative electric

association or munici utilitv must offer a qualifvine facilitv

783s.2600 4

standbv Dower or service
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licable tariff for such service adopted under Minnesota Statutes,

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

s.z section 216r-.1611. subdivi sion 3. clause (2).

7835.3000 RATES FOR UTILITY SALES TO A UALIFYING FACILITY TO
BE GOVERNED BY TARIFF.

Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3100, rates for sales to a qualifying facility

must be governed by the applicable tariff for the class of electric utility customers to

which the quatifying facilityþþ4gpg would belong were it not a qualifying facility.

5.8

5.9

7835.31.50 INTERCONI\ECTION WITH COOPERATIVE ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION OR MUNICIPAL UTILITY.

5.10 Parts 7835 3200 to 7835.4000 apply to interconnections between a qualifying facility

5.11 and a cooperative electric association or municipal utilitv

7835.3200 STANIDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES IreEN+R*L BY
COOPERATIVE ELECTRTC ASSOCIATIONS AND MUNTCIPAL UTILITIES

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

s.t6

5.17

5.18

5.r9

5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

5.25

s.26

5.21

FROM OUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart 1. Qualifying facilities with 100 kilowatt capacity or less. For qualifying

facilities with capacity of 100 kilowatts or less, standardlqgbgse rates apply. Affi+ifyins

firn"owæ The utility must make available three types of standard rates, described in

parts 7835.3300, 7835.3400, and7835.3500. The qualifying facility with a capacity of

100 kilowatts or less must choose interconnection under one of these rates, and must

specify its choice in the written contract required in part 7835.2000. Any net credit to the

qualifying facility must, at its option, be credited to its account with the utility or returned

by check within 15 days of the billing date. The option chosen must be specified in the

written contract required in part 7835.2000. Qualifying facilities remain responsible for

any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariff under which

they consume electricity from the utility.

57835.3200
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Subp. 2. Oualifvins facilities over 100 kilowatt capacity. A quaiifyins facilitv with

more than 100 kilowatt capacify has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

commits to provide firm power, be compensated under standard rates

7835.4010 INTERCONNECTIOI{ WITH PUBLIC UTILITY.

Parts 7835 .4AII b 7835.4023 apply to interconnections between a facility

and a blic utili

7835.40IL STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLTC UTILITIES6.7

6.8 FROM OUALIFYING FACILTTIES.

6.9 Subpart L Standard rates. For qualifyine facilities with less than 1 ,000 kilowatt

6.10 capacity, standard rates apply. The utility must make available the types of standard rates

6.Lr described in parts 7835.4012 to 7835.4015 Qualifying facilities remain le for

6.12 any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariff under which

6.13 they consume electriciry from the utility,

Subp. 2. Negotiated rates. A qualifyine facility with 1,000 kilowatt capacity or6.14

6.15

6.16

more has the ootion to nesotiate a contract with a utilitv or. if it commits to proVide firm

Dower. be comoensated under standard rates

6.17 7835.4012 COMPEI\SATIO|{.

6.18 Subpart 1. Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt capacity. A qualifying facility with

6.Le less than 40 kilowatt tv has the ootion to be comoen sated at the net enersv billins

6.20 rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billine rate, or the time-of-day billing rate.

6.2r Subp. 2. Facilities with at least 40 kilowatt capacitv but less than L,000 kilowatt

6.22 capacitv. A ualifyins facility with at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000

kilowatt capacitv has the option to be billed at the simultaneous purchase6.23

6.24 rate, or at the

7835.4012

time-of-day billing rate.

6

and sale billine
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7835.40T3 AVERAGE RETAIL EI{ERGY RATE

Subpart 1. Method of billing. The utility must bill the qualifying facility for the

enersv supolied bv the utili ty that exceeds the amount of enersv lied by the qualifyine

facilitv durins each billins period accordins to the utilitv's aoolicable retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for biltine. When the generated by the

qualifvins facilitv exceeds that supplied by the utilitv durins a billine period, the utility

must compensate the qualifvine facilifv for the excess enersv at the average retail utility

energy rate

7835.40T4 SIMUUTANEOUS PURCHASE AND SALE BILLING RATE.

Subpart 1. Method of The qualifying facilitv must be billed for all energy

and capacity it consumes durine a billine period according to the utility's applicable retail

1.1

1.2

t.5

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

7.8

7.9

'7.t0

7.tt

7.r2

7.13

7.r4

1.15

1.16

7.t]

7.18

7.r9

7.20

7.2t

7.22

7.23

7.24

7.25

rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qualifyine facilitv. The utility must purchase all enersv

and capacitv which is made available to it by the qualifyine facility. 'At the option of the

qualifyine facilitv. its entire generation must be deemed to be made available to the utility.

Compensation to the qualifying facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate system average incremental

energv costs shown on schedule A: or if the generatins utilitv has not filed schedule A,

the enersv comDonent must be the energv rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to the

qualifying facility. filed in lieu of schedules A and B ; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A. the energy component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualifvine facility provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacity cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over all hours shown on schedule B; or if the utility has not filed

schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per

7835.4014

kilowatt, if any, of the

7
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retail rate schedule aonlicable to the qualifvins facilitv. filed in lieu of schedules A and B.

REVISOR RSVJC RD4214

divided by the number of hours in the billine period; or if the utility has not

filed schedule B the

schedule H, divided

must be the cost kilowatt shown on

the number of hours in the billine period. If the qualifying facility

does not provide fîrm power to the utility, no capacity component may be included in the

compensation paid to the qualifyine facility

7835.401.5 TIME.OF-DAY PURCHASE RATES.

Subpart 1. Method of billine. The facility must be billed for all

energy and capacitv it consumes during each billing period according to the utility's

applicable retail rate schedule. Any utility rate-regulated by the commission may propose

time-of-day retail rate tariffs which require qualifyine facilities that choose to sell power

on a time-of-day basis to also purchase power on a time-of-day basis.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qualifyine facilitv. The utilitv must purchase all energv

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

8. 11

8.12

8.13

8.r4

8.15

8.16

8.17

8.18

8.19

8.20

8.21

8.22

8.23

8.24

8.25

8.26

and capacitv which is made available to it by the qualifvine facili Compensation to the

qualifvins facilitv must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energv component must be the appropriate on-peak and off-peak system

incremental costs shown on schedule A: or if the seneratins utilitv has not filed schedule

A. the enersv comoonent must be the energv rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to

the qualifyine facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B ; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A, the energy component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualifvins facility provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacitv cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over the on-peak hours as shown on schedule B: or if the generating utility has

not filed schedule B. the capacitv comp onent must be the demand charge per kilowatt.

if anv. of the retail rate schedule apolicable to the qualifvins facility. filed in lieu of

schedules A and B. divided by the number of on-oeak

7$5.4415 8

hours in the billine period: or if



I2l05n4 REVISOR RSYJC RD42I4

the utility has not filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the

capacity cost per kilowatt shown on schedule H, divided by the number of on-peak hours

in the billine period. The capacity component applies only to deliveries during on-peak

hours. If the facility does not provide firm power to the utilify, no capacity

component may be included in the compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4016 INDIVIDUAL SYSTEM CAPACITY LTMITS.

Subpart 1. Applicabilitv. Individual system capacitv limits are subiect to the

requirements in Minnesota Statutes , section 216B.I 64, subdivision 4c.

Subp. 2. Usase historv. A facility subiect to capacitv limits with less than 12 calendøt

months of actual electric usage or no demand metering available is subiect to limits based

on data for similarly situated customers combined with any actual data for the facility.

9,1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9.9

9.10

9.11

9.12

9.73

9.t4

9.ts

9.16

9.t7

9.18

9.19

9.20

9.Zr

9.22

9.23

9.24

9.25

7835.4017 NET METERED FACILITY; BILL CREDITS.

Subpart 1. Kilowatt-hour credit. A customer with a net metered facilitv can elect

to be compensated for net input into the utility's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour

credit on the customer's SU ect to Minnesota Statutes section 2168.164 subdivision

3a, and the following conditions

A. the customer is not receiving a value of solar rate under Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164 subdivision 10

B. the customer is interconnected with a public utility; and

C. the net metered facility has a capacity of at least 40 kilowatt capacity but

less than 1.000 kilowatt Capacitv.

Subp. 2. Notification to customer. A public utilitv must notifv the customer of the

option to be compensated for net input in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit under subpart

1. The public utility must inform the customer that if the customer does not elect to be

compensated for net of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill. the customer

7æ5.4}fi

input in the form

9
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willbe compensated for the net input at the utility's avoided cost rate, as described in

the u s tariff for that customer class

Subp. 3. End-of-year net input. A public utility must compensate the customer, in

the form of a payment. for anv net input remaining at the end of the calendar year at the

utility's avoided cost rate, as described in the utility's tanff for that class of customer

7835.4018 AGGREGATION OF METERS.

A public utility must asgregate meters at the request of a customer as described in

Minnesota Statutes. section 2168.L64, subdivision 4a

7835.4019 OUALIFYING FACILITIES OF 1 ,OOO KILO\ryATT CAPACITY OR
MORE.

A qualifyins facilitv with capacity of 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more must negotiate

a contract with the utilitv to set the applicable rates for payments to the customer of

avoided capacity and enersy costs. Nothing in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.4015 prevents

10.1

10.2

10.3

r0.4

10.5

10.6

t0.7

10.8

10.9

10.10

10.11

r0.t2

10.13

10.14

10.15

10.16

t0.1'7

10.18

10.19

10.20

r0.21

10.22

r0.23

10.24

10.25

a utility from connecting qualifying facilities of greater than 1,000 kilowatt capacity

under its avoided cost rates.

7835.4020 AMOUNT OF CAPACITY PAYME|{TS; CONSIDERATIONS.

The qualifvins facilitv which nesotiates a contract under part 7835.4019 must be

entitled to the full avoided caoacitv costs of the utility. The amount of capacity payments

must be determined through consideration of

A. the capacitv factor of the qualifying facility;

B. the cost of the utilitv's avoidable capacity;

C. the leneth of the contract term

D. reasonable scheduling of maintenance;

E. the willinsness and abilitv of the

7835.4020 10

facility to provide firm power

during system emergencies;
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11.1 F. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to allow the utility to

tr.z dispatch its generated energy;

11.3 G. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to provide firm capacity

Il.4 during system peaks;

11.5 H. the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract term; and

IL.6 I. the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when

rL.i capacity is added from qualifying facilities

11.8 7835.4021 UTILITY TREATMENT OF COSTS.

tt.9 All purchases from qualifying facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts and

11.10 purchases of energy from qualifying facilities with capacity of 40 kilowatts or more must

11.11 be considered an energy cost in calculating a utility's fuel adjustment clause

rr.rz 7835.4022 LIMITING CIIMULATM GENERATION.

11.13 A public utility requesting that the commission limit cumulative generation of net

rt.r4 metered facilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 4b, must file

11.1s its request with the commission under chapter 7829.

11.16 7835.4023 ALTERNATIVE TARIFF FOR VALUE OF SOLAR.

lt.t7 If a public utility has received commission approval of an alternative tariff for the

11.18 value of solar under Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.1 64, subdivision 10, the tariff

11.19 applies to new solar photovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariff approval date.

IT.2O 7835.4750 INTERCONNECTION STAIIDARDS.

Lt.2t Prior to signing the uniform statewide contract, a utility must distribute to

rt.zz each customer a copy of, or electronic link to, the commission's order establishing

rr.23 interconnection standards dated September 28,2004, in docket number E-999lCI-0t-I023

tr.24 The utility must provide each customer a copy of, or electronic link to, subsequent changes

rt.z5 made by the commission to any of those standards

7835.4750 11
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7835.5900 EXISTING CONTRACTS.

Any:¡UÉqg interconnection eortraets contract executed between a utility and a

qualifyingfaci1itywithitstatHcapacityof1essthan40kilowattsffier

remains in force

until terminated bv mutual agreement of the parties

7835.5950 REI\EWABLE ENERGY CRED OWNERSHTP.

A qualifying facility ownl qUlqqqlryable enqlgyç¡edits unless other ownership is

expressly provided for in the contract between the qualifying facility and a utility under

12.l

t2.2

12.3

t2.4

12.5

12.6

t2.7

12.8

12.9

t2.t0

12.t|

12.12

12.t3

t2.74

12.t5

t2.16

12.T7

t2.t8

t2.19

72.20

t2.21

12.22

12.23

12.24

12.25

12.26

12.27

oart7835 9910.

7835.99L0 UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT; FORM.

The form for the uniform statewide contract f€Êuse must be applied to all new and

existing interconnections between a utility and cogeneration and small power production

facilitieshaving1essthan40-i'0qqkilowattsofcapacity

in part 7835.5900.

UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT FOR COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER

PRODUCTION FACILITIES

THIS CONTRACT is entered into _, _, by

(hereafter called "Utility") and

(hereafter called "QF")

RECITALS

The QF has installed electric generating facilities, consisting

of

783s.9910 l2
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13.1

t3.2

13.3

13.4

13.5

13.6

13.7

13.8

13.9

13.10

13.1 1

t3.12

13.13

13.14

13.15

t3.16

13.17

13.18

13.19

13.20

13.21

13.22

13.23

13.24

13.25

13.26

13.21
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(Description of facilities),

ratedat@kilowattsofe1ectricity'onpropertylocated
at

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Utility.

The QF's electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota

Public Utilities Commission (hereafter called "Commission") rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production and any technical standards for interconnection the Utility has

established that are authorized by those rules.

The Utility is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the QF

and to purchase electricity offered for sale by the QF.

A contract between the QF and the lJtility is required by the Commission's rules.

AGREEMENTS

The QF and the Utility agree:

1. The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for the

class of customer to which the QF belongs.

2. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed

with the Commission. The QF bareleeæd elects the rate schedule category hereinafter

indicated @eet-one):

a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.3300.

- 

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under paft7835.3400.

c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Utilitv will buv electricitv from the OF under the currentrate schedule filed

with the Commission. If the OF has less than 40 kilowatts

schedule catesorv hereinafter indicated

part7835.4013.

783s.9914

a. Net enersv billins rate under

t3

capacity. the OF elects the rate
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b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billins rate under pafi7835.4014.

- 

c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part7835.4015

A copy qf the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Utilitv will buv electricitv from the QF under the current rate schedule filed

with the Commission. If the OF has at least 40 kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000

kilowatt capacitv. the OF elects the rate schedule categorv hereinafter indicated:

a. Simultaneous ourchase and sale billins rate under paft7835.401,4

14.1

t4.2

14.3

14,4

14.5

14.6

14.1

t4.8

14.9

14.r0

1,4.1r

14.12

14.t3

t4.14

14.t5

t4.76

14.11

14.18

T4.19

14.20

14.21

t4.22

t4.23

14.24

14.25

14.26

14.2',7

b. Time-of-dav ourchase rates under part7835.4015

A copy of the presentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

31 The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the time this

contract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or of the Commission, and the QF and the

Utility agree that sales and purchases will be made under the rates in effect each month

during the time this contract is in force.

4 6. The Utility will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for

each billing period. Any net credit to the QF will be made under one of the following

options as chosen by the QF:

1. Credit to the QF's account with the Utility.

2. Patd by check to the QF within 15 days of the billing date.

7. Renewable enersv credits associated with generation from the facility are owned by:

5 8. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules, regulations,

and policies adopted by the Utility not prohibited by the Commission's rules on

Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical connection

and operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the QF's right to

bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized by Minnesota Rules, ear+s-7+3#809

@7835.4500,andanyotherprovisionoftheCommission'sruleson
Cogeneration and Small Power Production authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

7835.99rc l4
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15.2

t5.3

t5.4

15.5

15.6

15.7

15.8

15.9

15.10

15.1 1

15.r2

15.13

15.r4

15.15

15.t6

15.t7

15.18

15.19

15.20

t5.21

15.22

t5.23

15.24

15.25

15.26

15.27
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6 9. The Utility's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production.

+J9_. The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conform to

the national, state, and local electric and safety codes, and will be responsible for the

costs of conformance.

811 The QF is responsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection

whichareestimatedtobe$-.TheQFwillpaytheUti1ityinthis
way:

912. The QF will give the Utility reasonable access to its property and electric

generating facilities if the configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection

or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's

property, the Utility will remain responsible for its personnel.

+ru. The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system

emergency. The Utility will not discriminate against the QF when it stops providing

electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

++J!. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when

necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain, repair, replace, remove,

investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system.

The Utility will notify the QF before it stops purchasing electricity in this

way:

+ZJí The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property

damage due to the installation, interconnection, and operation of its electric generating

facilities.Theamountofinsurancecoveragewi11be$-(Ther*i+ity

amount must be consistent with the

Commission's interconnection standards under Minnesota Rules, pafi7835.475q.

7835.9910 15
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16.2

16.3

16.4

16.5

16.6

16.7

16.8

t6.9

16.10

16.1 1

16.12

16.13

16.t4
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++ 16 This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the

Utility. This contract will remain in force until either the QF or the Utility gives written

notice to the other that the contract is canceled. This contract will be canceled 30 days

after notice is given.

++ 17- This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utitity

except that this contract shall at all times be subject to allrules and orders issued by

the Public Utilities Commission or other government agency having jurisdiction over

the subject matter of this contract. The QF and the Utility are not responsible for any

agreements other than those stated in this contract.

THE QF AND THE UTILITY HAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE

TO BE BOUND BY ITS TERMS. AS EVIDENCE OF THEIR AGREEMENT, THEY

HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOV/ ON THE DATE WRITTEN AT

THE BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

L6.rs QF

16.16 By:

t6.t]

16.18

16.19 UTILITY

16.20 B

16.2t

t6.22 (Title)

16.23 7835.9920 I{ONSTANDARD PROVISIONS.

16.24 A utility intending to implement provisions other than those included in the uniform

r6.2s statewide form of contract must file a request for authorization with the commission. The

16.26 filine must conform with chapter 7829 and must iden

7835.992A I6

tify all provisions the utility intends

t6.2i to use in the contract with a qualifying facility.
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1"7.1 REPEALER. Minnesota Rules, parts 7835.2300; 7835.2500; 7835.2700; 7835.2900;

17.2 7835.4800i7835.4900: 7835.5000; 7835.5100; 7 835.5200; 7835.5300; 7835.5400;

17.3 7835.5500;7835.5600;7835.5700; and 7835.5800, are repealed.

7835.9920 l7
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STATEMENT OF NEED AND
REASONABLENESS

I.
INTRODUCTION

The Commission currently has rules governing interconnections between utilities and qualiffing

facilities, cogeneration und small power production facilities, entitled under federal law to sell

their output to utilities. The rules govern filing and reporting requirements, conditions of service,

compensation rates, wheeling and exchange agreements, interconnection guidelines, and they

also establish a uniform statewide contract.

During the 2013 legislative session, the I-egislature amended Minn" Stat. $ 2168..164 governing

cogenãration and small power production. The statutory changes primarily affect

intèrconnections between qual i fying faci lities and pu b I ic ut i I i t i e s -

The changes increase the capacity threshold for facilities interconnecfing to a public utility,

Under thJchanges, the threihold increases from less than 40 kilowatls (kW) to /ess than 1,000

kw.

The statutory changes also include:

. establishing a new annual billing/accrediting method;

. prohibiting standby charges for facilities under 100 kW;

. iequiring public utilities to aggregate meters for net metsring at customer's request;

. ariho.izing the Commission to limit cumulative generation from net-metered

facilities aãd permitting a public utility to request that the Commission set such

limits;
. authorizing public utilities to limit capacity to l20Yo of demand for wind customers

and to nOÁl"of energy consumption for solar photovoltaic customers; and



changing requirements governing the unif,onn statewide contract to incorporate the
new net-metering th¡eshold.

This rulemaking proceeding will update the rules to incorporate the recent statutory changes and

to make housekeeping changes as necessary. On August 26,2013, the Commission published a

Request for Comments in the.Slate Register and did a mass mailing to the rulemaking list,
requesting comments on amending the rules to incorporate the statutory changes.

The Commission subsequently appointed an advisory comrnittee, which rnet monthly between
April and August 2014. The committee included the following stakeholders:

Department of Commerce
Xcel Energy
Otter Tail Power Company
Energy Systøns Consulting Services, LLC
Minnesota Power
Interstate Power and Light Cornpany
Solar Rate Reform Group
Fresh Energy
Minnesota Rural Electric Assocíation
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency
Cummins Power Generation
Midwest Cogeneration Association
TransEnergy LLC on behalf of Midwest Cogeneration Association
Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association.

Several other interested stakeholders also attended committee meetings, including Creat River
Energy, Steele Vy'aseca Cooperative Electric, Dakota Electric Association, Connexus Energy, and

the Metropolitan Council.

II.
THIS MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE TN ALTER¡{ATIVE FORMAT

This document can be made available in alternative forrnats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by
calling 651.296.0406 or L800.657.3782 (voice). Persons with hearing or speech disabilities may
call us through their preferred telecommunications relay service.

III.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The Commissian's statutory authority to adopt these rules is set forth at Minn. Stat. {i$ 2164.05,
2168.08, and 2168.164.

a

a

a

a

I

a

I

a
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IV.
STATEMENT OF NEED

The Administrative Procedure Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 14, requires the Commission to establish the
need for the proposed rules by an affirmative presentation of facts. Minn. Stat. gg 14.14 subd. 2
and 14.23.

In this case, the proposed rules are necessary to ônsure that the Commission's rules goveming
cogenenation and small power production are consistent with recent statutory changes made to
Minn, Stat. $ 2168.164.

v"
STATEMENT OF REASONABLENBSS

The Minnesota Administrative Procedure Act also requires the Cornmission to establish that the
proposed rules are a reasonable solution to the problems they are intended to address, that the
Commission relied on evidence in choosing the approach adopted in the rules, and that the
evidence relied upon is rationally related to the approach the Commission chose to adopt. Minn.
Stat. $$ 14.14, subd.2 and 14.23. Minn. R. 1400.2070, subp. l.

A. The Process Used to Develop the Rules Facilitated Informed Decision-
making and was the Most Efficient Method for Establishing Reasonable Rules

The proposed rules are a reasonable means of incorporating recent statutory changes goveming
cogeneration and small power production. The Commission notified all persons who could be
identified as potentially interested in or affected by the rules. After issuing a Request for
Cornments that resulted in recommendations made by stakeholders, the Commission established
an advisory committee. The committee reco¡rrmended, and the Commission incorpotated,
several changes that were reasonable and responsive to the needs of diverse stakeholders.

B. The Rules'Approach to Implementing Policy Goals is Reasonable

The Commission has determined that the proposed rules are needed and are the most reasonable
way to implunent the recent statutory changes. Without rule changes, the Commission's rules
would be inconsistent with the amended statute, which could hinder the Commission's ability to
enforce the rules and could hinder regulated parties' knowledge and understanding of the laws
governing cogeneration and small power production.

vI.
AIYALVSIS OF INDIVIDUAL RULES

7835.0100 - Definitions

The statutory changes include newly defined terms, some of which are included in the proposed
rule changes, as explained below.

3



Subp.4. "Capacity"

Capacity. "Capacity'' means the capability to produce, transmit, or deliver electric
energy. and is measured by ù
common coupling between a qualiryine facilitv and a utility's electric systsm.

This proposed rule incorporates the statutory language in addition to retaining existing rule
language.

It is necessary to update the rules to incoqporate the recent statutory changes, which define
capacity as the "numbsr of megawatts altemating current at the point of interconnection between
a distributed generation facility and the utility's electric system." Under this definition, capacity
is, in effect, the arnount of electricity actually produced. It is therefore reasonable to incorporate
this language into the rules by stating that capacity is the capability to produce, transmit, or
deliver electric energy and is measured by the amount produced.

Further, it is reasonable to include in the definition of capacity the term "qualifoing facility,"
rather than "distributed generation facility," which is a type of qualifying facility. Capacity is
used in statutory provisions and rule parts governing interconnections between utilities and all
qualiffing facilities; without use of "qualifying facility," the term capacity could be
unreasonably excluded from applying to rule parts where the term is used.

It is also reasonable to use the term "point of common coupling," which is used in the
Commission's interconnection standards as the point where the customer's electric power systern
connects to the utility's power system. Although the "point of interconnection" and the "point of
cornmon coupling" are commonly used interchangeably, the proposed rule's use of "point of
common coupling" is consistent with earlier Commission decisions.l

Some advisory committee members suggested further clarifying capacity by requiring that it be

measured based on standa¡d lS-minute time intervals. Others suggested rneasuring capacity
based on net input. The statute does not prescribe whether capacity is measured over standard
l5-minute intervals or other time interval, such as a daily or monthly average.

The proposed rule does not incorporate a lS-minute interval for measuring capacity, in part
because a lS-minute standard is not applicable to all rule parts where the term is used and also
because it raises compliance issues that the proposed rules do not address. Further, industry
practice is to specify in Commission-approved utility tarifis that standard lS-minute intervals are
used for measuring capacity to determine applicable billing rates, making the suggested
speci fi city unnecessary.

I In the luÍatter of Establßhing Generíc Standards þr {ttility Tarilfs þr Interconnection and Operation of
Dístributed Generation Facilities under Minnesota Laws 2001, Chapter 2l2,Docket No. E-999/CI-01-1023, Order
Esublishing Standards (September 28, 2004); and /n the lulaner of the Petition of Northern States Power Company,
d/b/a Xcel Energtþr Approvat of it.s Proposed Communiry Solar Garden Program, E-002/N,l'13-867, Order
Approving Solar Garden Plan with Modifications (Septcmber 17,2014\.

4



Subp. 5. t'Capacity costs."

Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with providing the
capability to deliver energy. +h€y-€on i€t-rf tlhe utility capital costs cgnsisr of
facilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute electricity and the fixed operating and
maintenance costs of these facilities.

"Capacity costs" is not defìned by the stafute, but the draft includes a minor modification to
clarify that "capital costs" are the costs of a utîlity. This proposed rule change is necessary and
reasonable to make the rule clearer.

Subp.6a. ¡(Customer."

Customer. "Customer" means the person nafned on the utilitv electric bill for tbe
premises.

The statutory changes include a definition of this term. It is necessary and reasonable to define
the term, which is used in subsequent rule parts, consistent with the statutory definition.

Subp. lSa. "Net metered facility."

Net metered facilitv. Net metered facilitv means an electric seneration facilitv
constructed for the purpose of offsetting energy use, through the use of renewable energy
or hi eh-effi ciency di stributed generation sources.

The statutory changes include a definition of this term. It is necessary and reasonable to define
the term, which is used in subsequent rule parts, consistent with the statutory definition.

Subp. 17a. sPublic utility."

PubJic UtilifL"Public utility" has the meanins given in Minnesota Statutes. section
2 I 68.02. subdivision 4.

The statutory changes affect interconnections with a public utility, but the sratute does not define
the term. To increase clarity and avoid ambiguity, it is necessary to define the term and
reasonable to do so using the definition contained in Minn. Stat. g 2168.02, subd.4, which
excludes electric cooperative associations and municipal electric utilities. This distinction is
relevant to implementing the statutory changes that apply to interconnections with pubtíc utilities
but do not apply to interconnections with cooperative electric associations or municipal electric
utilities.

5



Subp. 19. "Qualifying facÍlity,"

Quatifying facilíty. "QualiSing facility" means a cogeneration or small power
production facility which satisfïes the conditions established in Code of Federal
Regulations, title 18, seetien iñ

iens

({4SÐ p^11292. The initial operation date or initial installation date of a cogeneration
or small power production facility must not prevent the facility from being considered
a qualifying facility for the purposes of this chapter if it otherwise satisfies all stared
conditions.

The statute uses this term but does not define it. The proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to
update the existing rule definition, which includes a citation to the federal rule defrnition.

Subp. 20a. ó'Standby charge."

St¡ndbv charge, "Standbv cha¡ge" means the rate or fee a utility chqlges fof standbv
service or standby pgwer.

Subp. 20b "Standby sewice."

Stgpdbv service. "Standby service" mçans:

A. for public utilities. s.-esvice or power that includes backup. maintenance. and related
services necessarv to make electricity service available to the facility. as described in th
publ ic uti I ity's commission-approved standby tari ff.

B. for A utilitv not subjgct to the commission's rate authgrity. the service associated with
the appliqable t4¡iffin effect under Minnesota statutes. section 2l68.lól l. subdivision 3.
clausç (2t

The statute defines "standby charge," as follows

"Standby charge" means a charge imposed by an electric utility upon a distributed
generation facility for the recovery of costs for the provision of standby services, as
provided for in a utility's tarifß approved by the commission, necessary to make
electricity service available to the distributed generation facility.

Within the statutory definition of standby charge is a description of standby servíce. Subsequent
rule parts use both terms, and it is therefore reasonable and necessary for the proposed rules to
define both terms, consistent with the statutory language.

6



7835.0200 - Scope and Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to implonent certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes,
section 2168.164; the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, U¡rited States Code,
title16,section824a.3W;andtheFederalEnergyRegulatory
Commission regulations, Code of Federal Regulations, title 18, seetiensllglleFte
?9?^60?{+98Ð o rt292. Nothing in this chapter excuses any utility frorn carrying out
its responsibilities under these provisions of state and federal law. This chapter muit at all
times be applied in accordance with its intent to give the n'¡aximurn possible
encouragement to cogeneration and small power production consistent with protection of
the ratepayers and the public.

This proposed rule part includes an update to the federal citation, which is both necessary and
reasonable to increase clarity.

7835.0400 - Filing Option

If,aftertheini+ialJanuarv 1.2015 filing,scheduleCistheonlychangeinthecogeneration
and small powerproduction tariffto be filed in a subsequent year, the utility may notify the
commissioninwriting,bythedatethetariffis due,thatthereisnootherchangeinthetariff
This notification and new schedule C will serve as a substitute for the refiling of the complete
tariffin that year.

The proposed rule includes a clarifrcation that will apply the rule to filings made after January l,
2015. The current rules require each utility to make an annual filing unless schedule C is the only
change to the tariff Under the proposed rule change, each utility will be required to make a filing
in 2015 and only subsequently will the exception in the rule apply. This rule is necessary and
reasonable to ensure that the Commission will receive new and updated utility tariff filings,
consistent with the statutory and rule changes, and will ensure that the exception to filing the full
tariffwill apply only to filings made after the January l, 2015.

7835.0800 - Schedule E

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures for
intercoûtected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and protective
apparatus.
i The utility may include
in schedule E suggested types of equipment to perform the specified functions. No standard
or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

The proposed rule strikes language referring to the rule's interconnection guidelines. This
proposed rule change is necessary and reasonable to eliminate inconsistencies with
interconnection standards separately set forth by the Commission, by order, in2004.2

2 In the Mailer of Establishing Generic Standards þr tltility Tariffs þr lnterconnection qnd Operation of
Distríbuted Generaîion Focílities under Minnesoø Laws 2A01, Chapter 2l2,Docke¡ No. E-999/CI-01-1023, Order
Establishing Standards (Septernber 28, 2004).
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The Commission considered incorporating by reference the Commission's order setting forth the
interconnection standards but did not pursue that approach in anticipation of changes tðthose
standards in the reasonably foreseeable future.

7835.1200 - Availability of Filings

All frlings required by parts 7835.0300 to 7835. I 100 must be madsr¡¡ith filed in the
eentmissien commission's electr-onic filing system and be maintained at the utility's
general office and any other offices of the utility where rate case filings are kept. These
filings must be available for public inspection at the commission ant at the utility
offices during normal business hours.

It is necessary and reasonable to amend the current rule language to include language on the
Commission's electronic filing system, consistent with Minn. Stat. $ 216.17, which-requires
utilities to file documents with the Commission using the Commission electronic niing systøn.

7835.1300 - General Reporting Requirements

Each utility interconnected with a qualifying facility must provide the commission with
the information in parts 7835.1400 to 7835. I 800 annually on or before Neve-nber March
l and in such form as the commission may require.

It is necessary and reasonable to amend this rule provision to require filings to be made by
March l, instead of November 1, consistent with the Cornmission's recent decision varying the
ru1e.3 In that case, the Commission varied this rute part so that the reporting date would coincide
with the reporting deadline for the annual distributed generation interconnection report, which is
required under Minn. Stat. g 2168..16l I "

The March date enables utilities to report information on a calendar year basis, by giving them
sufücient time to prepare and file an annual report for the preceding calendar year. Further, using
the same reporting deadlines for related reports increases efficiency and clarity. The rule
variance granted by the Cornmission applies indefrnitely, and amending this rule part makes it
clear that the deadline is, in fact, is March l.

7835.2100 - Electrical Code Compliance .

Subpart l. Cpmoliance¡ standqrds. The interconnection between the qualifoing facility
and the utility must comply with the requirements of the National Electrical Safety
Code;-*98lediûie+ issued by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers as

. The
interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3.

3 This draft change is consistent with the Commission's decision granring a rule variance request to change the
deadline for submitting the required repots from November I to March l. See Ir¡ the Matter of Missouri River
Energt Services Request þr Appraval of a Variance to Commission Rules Regarding Qualilìed Facílities Reporting;
Docket No. E-999Âvf-13-671 {Order dated September 25, 20t3).
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Subpart å Interconnection.

The interconnection customer is responsible for complyine with gll applicable
[-ocal. qtate. and federal co.des. includine building codes. the National Electric Code
íNEC.), the National Electric Safety Code fNESCl. and noise and emissions,standards.

Ihe Area Electric Power System will require proof of complying with the NEC before
the interconnection is made. The intercoryrection customer must obtain installation
approval fro$ an electrical inspector recogrized by the Minnesota State Board of
Electricity.

Subp. 2. Gcneration systcm.

The Interconnection customer's gg¡reration systern and installation must complli with the
American Nafional Standards Institute/lnstitute of Electrical and Ele_ctronics
En gineers(ANS V I EEE) standards applicable to the instal lation.

This proposed rule is necessary to include a more accurate citation to the National Electrical
Safety Code. Further, it is necessary and reasonable to add two new subparts to more specifically
describe the custorner's responsibilities under that code, and it is reasonable to do so using
language that references the code.

7835.2ó00 -Types of Power to be Offered;-@g!Þ¡.,¡$glylcc.

Subo. l. Service to be offered. The utility must offer maintenance, intem.rptible,
supplernentary, and backup powsr to the qualifoing facility upon request.

Subp. 2. Standby service: nublic utilify. A public utility ma]¡ not impose a standby
charqe fof standbv.Service on a Sualifving facil_itv having l0g kilowatt caoacitv or less. A
utility imposing rates on a qualifrine facility havine more than 100 kilowatt capacitv
must comply with an order of the commission establishing allowable costs.

Subp. 3. St¡ndbv servíce: cooperntive or municip¡lity. A coopefative electric
association or municipal utilitymust offer a {ualiffing facility standby power gr service
consistent with its applicable tariff for such seryice adopted under Minnesota statutes.
section 216B..16l l. vision 3. clause l2).

This proposed rule incorporates recent statutory changes that prohibit standby charges on
facilities with 100 kilowatts capacity or less.

Subpart I contains existing rule language requiring the utility to offer maintenance, intemlptible,
supplementary, and backup power to the quali$ing facility upon request. Two of these (backup
and maintenance) are included in the proposed rule definition of standby service.

Subpart 2 is necessary and reasonable to incorporate the statutory language that prohibits a
public utility from imposing a standby charge on facilities with 100 kilowatt capacity or less
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This subpart also incorporates the statutory change that prohibits a public utility from imposing a
standby charge on customers with more than 100 kilowatt capacity, except in accordance with an
order of the Commission establishing allowable costs.

Subpart 3 is necessary and reasonable to set forth the requirernents of a cooperative electric
association or a municipal utility. The proposed rule clarifies that cooperatives and
municipalities must offer standby service consistent with their applicable tariffs.

7835.3000 - Rates for Utility Sales to a Qualifying Facility to be Governed by Tariff

Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3 100, rates for sales to a qualifying facility must
be governed by the applicable tarifffor the class of electric utility customers to which the
qualifuing facility belongs or would belong were it not a qualifoing facility.

This proposed rule includes a necessary and reæonable clarification stating that the applicable
rate is the rate for the customer class to which the qualifting facility "belongs," or the class to
which it would belong if it were not a qualifyrng facility.

7835.3150 Interconnection rvith Cooperative Electric Associ¡tion or Municipal Utility

Parts 7835.3200 to 7835.4000 apply to interconnections between a qualihg facilit), and
a cooperative electric association or $runicipal utilitv.

This proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to clariff that the rule parts identified govern
interconnections between a qualifying facility and either a cooperative electric association or
municipal utility (not interconnections with a public utility, which are governed by separate
proposed rule changes).

7835.3200 - Standard Rates for Purchases by Coopcrative Electric Associations ¡nd
Municipal Utilities from QualifyÍng Facilities,

7835.3200 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES IN€ENERAL BY
COOPERATIVE ELECTRIC ASSOCIATIQNS AND MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
FRq.rlr 0UALTFYTNG FACLTTTIES.

Suob. l Oualifvine facilities with 100 kilorvatt capacitv or less. For quali$ing
facilities with capacity of 100 kilowatts or less, standard purchaserates apply.

@Theutilitymustmakeavailablethreetypesofstandardrates,
described in parts 7835.3300, 7835.3400, and 7835.3500. The qualiffing facility with a
capacity of 100 kilowatts or less must choose interconnection under one of these rates,
and must speciff its choice in the writte¡Ì contact required in part 7835.2000. Any net
credit to the qualifying facility must, at its option, be credited to its account with the
utility or returned by check within 15 days of the billing date. The option chosen must
be specified in the written contract required in part 7835.2000. Qualifying lacilities
remain responsible for any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the
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tariff under which they consume electrícity from the utility.

g$bp" 2, Oualifyinq facilities over-l00 kilowatt capacitv. A qualifyi-ng facility with
more than 100 kilowatt capacitv has the option to neeotiate a contract with a utility. or !f
it commits to provide firm power. be compensated under standard rates.

This proposed rule includes a necessary and reasonable clarification under subpart 1 to more

specifically state that the standard rates that apply are standard purchase rates. Further, it is
necessary and reasonabie to clarify the existing rule language by reorganizing the rule using two
subparts, without amending the existing rule language now located in subpart 2.

7835.4ûf 0 through 7835.4015 - Interconnection with Public Utility.

7S35.4010 TNTERCONNECTION WITIil PUBLIC UTILITY.

Parts 7835.401 I .tp 7835.4023 apply to interconnections between a gfrlif,¡ing
facilitv and a public utility.

783s.40r1 STANDATp RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLIç
UTILITIES FROM OUALFIVING FACILITIES.

Subp. .1. Standard rates. For qualitiing facilities with less than 1.000 kilowatt
capacity. standard retes apply. The utiliw must make available the b4¡es of
standard rates described in parts 7835.4012 to 7835.4015. QUalifting facilities
remain responsible for any ¡nonthly service charges and demand charges

specified in the tariff under which they consume çlectricity from the utility.

Subn. 2. NegofiaÍgd rates. A qualitring facility with 1.000 kilowatt capacity or
more has the option to negotislLe a contract with a utility. or if it commits to
provide firm power. be compensated under standards rates.

7835.40 12 COMPENSATION.

Subo. l. Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt cap¡citv. A qualifvine facility with
less than 40 kilowatt capacity has the option to be compensated at the net energy
billing rate. the simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate. or the tirne-of-day
billing.rate.

Supb. 2. Facilities with st leÐst 40 kilowatt capaciW but less than 1.000

kilow¡tt capaci¡v. A qualifuine facilitv with a!.least 40 kilowatt gapacity but less

than 1.000 kilowatt capacity has the option to be billed at the simultaneous

È¡rchase and sale billing rate or at the time-oËday billing rate.

7835.4013 AVERAGE RETAII. ENERGY RATE.
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Subp. l. Method of billins. The utility must bill the qualifyine facility for the
snergy.suppliedbytheutilitythat exceeds the amount of enerEysuppliedbythe
qualifuing facilitv durins each billins period according to the utilih/s applicable
retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for billins. When the gerev Eengrated by the
qualiq/ing facility exceeds thatsuppliedbytheutiliqvduringabillingperiod. the
utilitvmustcompensatethequalifyinsfacility fort¡eexceq$energvattheaverage
retail utility energv rate.

783s.4pr4 SIMULTA¡IEOUS PURCHASE ANp_&rLE BILLING RATE.

Subp. l. Method of billing, The qualifring facilitv ml¡st be bilied for all energy
and capacity it consumes during a billingperiod according to the ulili$s applicable
retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qu¡lifvine facility. The utilitv must purqhase all
energy and capacitv which is made available to it by the qualifyi{re facility. At
the option gf the gualifirine facilitv. its entire eenerationmustbedeemedtobe
made available to tlre utility. Compensation to the quali lring faci l itvmust be the sum

of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate syptem average
incremental energy costs shown on schgdule A: or if the &nerating utility
has not filed schedule A. the ener&v component must be the energy rate

of the retail rate schedule. applicable to the qgalifuing facility. filed in
lieu of schedules A and B; or if the nongenerating utilitv has not filed
schedule A. the energy component must be the gnergy rate shown.o.n

schedule H.

B. Ifthe qu3lifying facility provides firm power to the utility" the q4pacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capgcity cost per

ki lowatt-hour averaeed e.ver all hours shown on schedule B : or i f the
generating utility has not filed schedule B. the Elpacitv component must be

the demand charge per kilowatt. if anLof the retail rate schedule. applicgþle
to the qualifying facilitv. filçd in lieu ofschedules 4 and B. divided by the

number of hours in the billine pqriod; or if the nongenerating utility has not
filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the capacity cost per

kilowattshowngnscheduleH.divided by the number of hours in the billine
period. If the qualifying facility does not plovide firm pqwer to the utility,
no c3pacity component may be included in the comp-e¡$ation paid to the
qualiSring fapility.

7835.4015 TIME.OF.DAY PURCHASE RATES.

Subo. I . Method of_ billinq. The qualifting facilitv fnust be billed for all
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energv and capacity it consumes during each billing period according to the
utility's applicable retail rate schedule. Any utility rate-regulated bv the
commission may propose time-of-day retail rate tarifß which require
qualifung facilities that choose to sell powerjn a time-of-day basis to also
purchase power on a time-of-day basis.

Subp. 2. Compensatiolr to qualifvine facility, The utility must puchase all
energy and capacity which is made available to it by the quali&ing facilitv.
Corng:nsation to the qualifuing facility rnust be {he sum of items A and B.

A. The energv cornponent must be the appropriate on-peak and off-peak
system incremental costs shown on schedule A: or if the generating utili.fy
has not filed schedule A. the energy component muslbe the energy rate of
the retail rate schedule applicable to the qualifyine facility. filed in lieu of
schedules A and B;.or if the nongenerating utility bas not filed schedule A.
the energy compopent must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. lf the qualifring facility plovides firm power to the utilitv. the
capacitv component must be the utility's nefgnnual avoided capacity cost
per kilowatt-hour averaged over the on-peak hours qS shown gn schedule B:
or if the generating utility- has not filed schedule B. the capac_itv component
must be the dernand charge per kilowatt. if any. of the {etail rajg
schedule applicable to the quali$¡ing facility. filed in lieu of schedules
A gnd B. divided by the number of gn-peak hours in the billine pe4iod:
or if the nongenerating utility has not filed schedule B. the capacitv
component must be the capacitv cost per kilowatJ shown on schedule H.
divided by the nr{$ber of on-peak hours in the billine period. The
c_apacity component applies only to deliveries during on-peak hours. If
the qualifving facility does not provide firm power to the r,tlility. no
capacity component mav be included in the compensation paid to the
qualifoing facility=

These proposed rules govern interconnections between a public utility and a qualiflng facility
with less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity. They set forth the applicable compensation rates for a
customer's monthly energy production. The language comes from existing rules, which - prior to
the proposed rule changes - apply these rates to all interconnections.o As a result of the reðent
statutory changes that increase the capacity limit to trp to I "0t0 kilowaus for qualifying facilities
that interconnect to a public utility, it is necessary and reasonable to apply these rates to the
larger facilities.

Customer compensation is based on the size of the system, for which there are two size
categories: less than 40 kilowatt capacity; and at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000
kilowatt capacity. The statute authorizes compensation at either the avoided cost rate or the
average retail energy rate. The avoided cost rate is available to all qualíflng facilities. But

a See Minn. R- 7835.3200 through 7835.1500.
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smaller facilities with less than 40 kW capacity and interconnected to a public utility have the
optiCIn to be compensated for input into the utility's systern at the averagè retail energy rate.

Under the proposed rule changes, the average retail energy rate (generally higher than the
avoided cost rate) is described as the net energy billing rate. The avoided cost rate is made
available using either the simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate, or the time-oÊday
purchase rate. Consistent with the statutory changes, a larger qualifying facility (with at least 40
kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity) does not have the option to be
compensated at the average retail energy rate and rnust be cornpensated at the avoided cost rate.

There is, however, an exception for larger facilities fthe facility is a neî meteredfacility with
capacity of 40 kilowatts or greater but less than 1,000 kilowatts. A net metered facility is a
facility that generates electricity from natural gas, renewable fuel, or a similarly clean fuel
(which may include waste heat, cogeneration, or fuel cell technology). Under the statute, a
customer with a net metered facility has the option to be cornpensated in the form of a kilowatt-
hour credit on the customer's bill, which is, in effect, the average retail energy rate. This
exception is further addressed in the discussion of rule parts 7835.4016 and 7835.4017 below.

Further, some comments from the committee suggested including compliance provisions to
govern situations where the customer's production reaches 40 kW capacity or greater. The
proposed rules do not, however, reach compliance issues. It is not clear to what extent
compliance issues might arise under the statutory and rule changes, and further experience with
these issues will assist informed decision-making. It is therefore not necessary at this time to
include compliance provisions without experience to illustrate what provisions would be
reasonable. Additionally, any compliance issues brought to the Commission can be decided on a
case-by-case basis, using either the Commission's informal review process under Minn. R. Ch.
7829 or using contested case proceedings under Ìr4inn. Stat. Ch. 14.

7835.4016- IndívÍdual System Capacity timits.

Subp 1..-Applicflbilifv, Individual svstem capacity limits are subject to the requirements
in Minnesotg Statutes. section 2168. 164. subdivision 4c.

Subp. 2. Usage history. A facilitv subject to capacitv limits with less than l2 calgndar
months of actual electric usage or no demand metering available is subiegt to limits based
on data fot similarly situated customers combined with any actual data for the facilitv.

The statute authorizes a public utility to limit the total generation capacity of individual
distributed generation systems, including wind and solar generation systems.s The limits apply to
customers with a system having at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt
capacity. A customer governed by this provision has the option to be compensated for net input
in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the customer's bill, which is, ín effect, the retail rate.

For wind, the capacity limit is based on maximum electric dernand. For solar and all other
distributed generation, the capacity limit is based on annual electric energy consumption. These

' lvlinn. Sr¿t. g 2168.164, subd. 4c.
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limits are based on usage during the previous l2 calendar months or based on a reasonable
estimate if there is less than I 2 calendar months of actual electric usage or if there is no demand
metering available.

The proposed n¡le language is necessary and reasonable to incorporate the statutory changes.
Further, the proposed rule clarifies the statute's use of a reasonable estimate for a facility with
less than l2 calendar months of actual electric usage. It is necessary and reasonable to
incorporate a standard method of determining an estimate.

Some advisory committee members suggested including compliance provisions to govern
situations where the customer's production exceeds capacity limits. The proposed rules do not,
however, reach compliance issues. It is not clear to what extent compliance issues might arise
under the stafutory and rule changes, and further experience with these issues will assist
informed decision-making. It is therefore not necessary at this time to include compliance
provisions without experience to illustrate what provisions would be reasonable. Additionally,
any compliance issues brought to the Commission can be decided on a case-by-case basis, using
either the Commission's informal review process under Minn. R. Ch. 7829 or using contested
case proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 14.

7835.4017 - Net Metered Facilify. Bill Credits.

Subp. l. Kilowatt-hour credit. A customer with a net metered facility can elect to be
compensated for net input into the utilitv's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour-credit
on the customer's bill. subject to Minnesota Statutes. section 2168. 164. subdivision 3a
pnd the followine conditions:

the custqmer is not receiving a value of solar rate under Minnesota
Statutçs. section 2168.164. subdivision. l0:

the customer is interconnected with a public utility: and

the net rnetered facility has a capacity of.at least 40 kilowgtt capacity but
less than 1.000 kilowatt capacity.

Subp. 2. Notific¡tion to customer. A public utility must notifv the customer of the
option to be compensated for nçt input in the form of_a kilowatþhour credit undsr subpart
l. The public utility must inform the customer that if the customer does qqlglect to be

compensated for net input in the.Iorm of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill. the customer
will be compçnsated folthe net inpqt at the utility's avoided cost rate. as described in the
ufilitv's tariff for that customelclass.

Subp. 3. End-of-year net input. â, public utilitv must.compensate the gustomer. in the

form of a payment. for anv netjnput remainine at the end of the c4lendar year at the
utility's avoided cost rate. as described in the utilit,y's tarifffor that class of customer.

4)
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This proposed rule incorporates stafutory changes governing net metered facilities. The statute
permits a custorner participating in net metering to be compensated for net input into the utility's
system in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the customer's bill.

While the statute states that the customer has the option to be compensated for the customer's net
input into the utility system in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill canied forward and
applied to subsequent energy bills, the statute also states that any net input supplied by the
customer during a calendar year must be compensated at the applicable rate.

Cornpensation in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill is, in effect, the retail rate. The
statute does not, however, clariff what rate applies to a customer's remaining net input balance
at the end of a calendar year. The Commission received comments suggesting that the rules
clarify the applicable rate. Some comments recommended using the avoided cost rate as the
"applicable rate" and suggested that a utility's tariff prescribing applicable avoided cost billing
rates would apply. Other comments stated that the applicable rate should be the retail rate, which
is usually higher than the avoided cost rate.

It is necessary to clari$ at what rate a utility must compensate a customer, and it is reasonable to
limit compensation for net input at the end of a calendar year to the avoided cost rate applicable
to that class of customer. This approach strikes an even balance between furthering the statutory
goal of encouraging customers to offset their energy use and limiting incentives to produce
energy beyond what is needed by the customer.

7835.4018 - Aggregation of Meters

A public utility must aggregate meters at the request of a custoryer as described in
Minnesota Starutes" section 2168. 164. subdivision 4a.

This proposed rule includes a necessary and reasonable reference to the statutory provision
goveming aggregation of meters to clarify that regulated entities are subject to the statutory
provision cited.

7835.4019 - Qualifying FacÍlities of 10000 Kilowatt Capacity or More

A qualifuing facility with c?pacitv of 1.000 kilolvatt capagitJ or more must negotiate a
contract with the utility to set the applicable rates for oayments to the customer of
avoided capacity and enerqy costs. Nothine in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.4015 prevents a
utility from connecting qualifuing-fa.cilities of greaterthan l.000kilowattcapacity
under its avoided cost rates.

This proposed rule adds language governing facilities with 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more. The
proposed language extends existing rule language that is applicable to smaller facilities.6 Prior to
the statutory changes, a facility with 40 kilowatts capacity or more was required to negotiate a

contract with the utility to set applicable rates. The proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to
apply the same standard to larger facilities by requiring the parties to negotiate a contract that

ó See Minn. R. ?835-3600.
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sets the applicable rates for facilities interconnected to a public utility with a capacity of 1,000
kilowatts or more.

7835.4020 - Amount of Capacify Paynrmb; Consíderations.

The qualifung facilitv whích neeotiates a contrect Ulrder part 7835.4019 must be
entitled to the full avoided capacity costs of the utilit]¡. The amount of capaciq¡
payments must be determined ltrough consideration of;

A. the caoacity factor of the qualifidlrg facilitv:

B. the cost of the utility's avoidable caoacitv:

C. the lensth of the contract term:

Þ. reasonable schedulinsofmaintenance:

E. the willingrress and ability of the gualifvine facilitv to provide firm power during
svsterTr gI¡ergencies:

F. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facilitv to allow the utilif.v to
dispatch its generated energy:

G. the willineness and abilitv of the qualifyine facility to provide flirm capacitv durins
system peaks:

H. the sanctions for noncompliancs with anv contract term: and

!. the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when capacitv
is added from qualifvins facilities.

This proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to extend existing rule language governing
capacity payments (applicable to cooperative electric associations and municipal utilities) to
interconnections between a public utility and facilities with 1,000 kilowatts or rnore.t

7835.402f - Udlity Treatment of Costs

Allpurchases fror4 qualifring facilities with capacit]¡ of less than 4û kilowatt and
p$rqhases of energv from qualifying facilities With capacity of 40 kilowatt or.more must
be consi{çfed an energy cost in calculating a utility's fuel adjustment clause.

7 
See Minn. R. 7835.3700.

I See Minn. R. 7835.4000.

This proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to extend existing rule language goveming utility
treatment of costs (applicable to cooperative electric associations and municipal utilities) to
interconnections with a public utility."
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7835.4022 - [,imifi¡g Cumulative Gencration

A public utiljty requesting thatlhe commission limit cum.\¡lative eeneration of net
metered facilities under Minnesota Statutes. section 2168.164. subdivision 4b. rnust file
its request with the commission ugder chapter 7829.

This proposed rule includes a reference to the statutory provision goveming cumulative
generation. lt is necessary and reasonabie to clarifo that limits on curnulative generation are

subject to the statutory provision cited.

7835.4023 -Alternative Tarifffor Value of Solar

If a public utility has {eceived commission approval of an alternative tariff for the value
of solar und.er Minnesota Statutes. Section 2168.164. subdivision 10. the tariffapplles to

new solar photovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariffapÞroval date.

This proposed rule includes a reference to the statutory provision governing the value of solar. It
is necessary and reasonable to clarify that appllng a value of solar rate is subject to the statutory
provision cited.

7835.4750 - lnterconnection Standards

Prior to signing the uniform statewide contact. a utility must distribute to each customer a
copv of, or electronic link to. the commission's order eqtablishingjnterconnection
standards dated September 28. 2004 in docket number E:999/CI-01-1023. The utilif.v
¡nr¡sliprovide each customer a copy of. or electronic link to. subsequent changes made by
the commission to any of those standards.

Several existing rule provisions contain interconnection standards or guidelines. The rule
standa¡ds are not, however, nearly as extensive as the interconnection standards set by the

Commission in 2004.e The Commission's 2004 standards were implernented consistent with a

statutory directive under Minn. Stat. $ 216B.l6l I and apply to each public utility. Cooperative
electric associations and municipal electric utilities were required to adopt tariffs consistent with
those standards.

The Commission considered incorporating by reference the Commission's order setting forth the

curent interconnecfion standards but did not pursue that approach in anticipation of changes to
those standards in the reasonably foreseeable future. The proposed rule therefore requires the
utility to provide a customer a copy of, or link to, the Commission's standards and any
subsequent changes.

e In the Matter of Establßhing Generic Standards þr utility Tarifs þr Interconnection qnd Operatíon of
Dístributed Generalion Facílities under Minnesot<t Laws 2001, Chapter 212, Docket No. E-999/CI-01-1023, Order
Establishing Standards (September 28, 2004).
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The draft therefore also repeals the following rules that include interconnection standards and
that were codified prior to the Commission's order establishing interconnection standards:
7835.2300; 7835.25001'7835.2700;7835.2900 and parts 7835.4800 through .5800.

Some advisory committee members identified two other issues for further development: whether
to require a production meter at every customer site and whether to require that the customer's
systern be sized based on customer consumption. The proposed rules do not reach these issues,
and the statute does not address them.

The Commission's 2004 interconnection standards set forth generation metering, monitoring,
and reporting requirements, which vary depending on the method of interconnection and size of
the generation system"They do not require a production meter at every site, and revisiting the
Commission's interconnection standards would appear to be the most apprCIpriate method for
further exploring this issue.

There were concems that without any system sizing requirernent, production could exceed
consumption and increase net input to unanticipated levels, possibly raising safety and reliability
issues for the utility's system, and some committee members therefore suggested including a
systern size requirement in the rules. The statute, however, incentivizes limits on production by
making available the retail compensation rate to customers operating within applicable limits.
The lower, avoided cost rate applies if the customer's production exceeds those limits. Further,
revisiting the Commission's interconnection standards would appear to be the most appropríate
method for addressing issues governing technical requirements and specifications for facility
size.

7835.5900 - Existing Contracts

Any existing interconnection eentraets contract executed between a utility and a
qualifoing facility with i*s+alled capacity of less than 40 kilowatts befere+Ie+ember

i€e remgins in-force
until terminated by mutual aereement of the partieq.

@
This proposed rule incorporates the recent statutory changes govemirrg use of the uniforrn
statewide contract. It is both necessary and reasonable to clarify that an existing contract remains
in force until terminated by mutual agreement of the parties.

7835.5950 - Renewable Energy Credit. Ownership

A qualifying facility owns all renewable energv credits unlels other ownership is
expressly provided for in the contract betweep the eenerator and a utilitv.u_nder pârt
783s.9910
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This proposed rule incorporates the Commission's recent decision on Renewable Energy Credits
ownership.'" It is reasonable and necessary to include ruie language on renewable energy credit
ownership and to do so consistent with the Commission's recent decision on the issue.

7835.9910 - Uniform St¡tewide Contract; Form
The form for the uniform statewide contract fer-use must be applied to all new and existins interconnections

between a utility and cogeneration and small power production facilitics having less than 40 I.000 kitowans of
capaciç .

UNIFORM STATE\¡/TDE CONTRACT FORCOCENERATTON AND SMALL POWER PRODUCTION

FACILITIES

THIS COI.iTRACT is entered inro

-, 

bY

_ (hereafter called " Utiliry") and

(hereafter called "QF").

RECITALS

The QF has installed electric gcnerating facilitics, consisting of

(Description of facilities), rated ar tees+hepa0 kilowans of
electricity, on property located at

The QF is prepared ro generate electricity ín parallel with the Utility.

The QF's electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Mirnesota Public Utiliries Commission
(hereafter called "Commission") rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production and any technical standards for
interconnection the utility has esrablished that are authorized by those rules.

The Utiliry is obligared under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with ¡he QF and to purchase

electricity offered for sale by the QF.

A contract between the QF and the Utility is required by the Commission's rules.

ATREEMENTS

The QF and the Utiliry agree:

I' The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedute in force for the class of cuslomer to which
the QF belongs.

2. The Utility will buy electricity &om the QF under the current rate schedule fìled with the Commission. The
QF has-eleeæc elects úe rate schcdule category hereinafter indicared þeleei-ene):

_ a. Net energy billing rare under part 7835.3300.

to In the Motter of a Commission lnquiry into Ownership of Renevable Energt Credits tJsed to Meer Minnesota
Requirements, Docket No. E-999lCl-13-72t, Order Determining Rencwabte Energy Credir Ownership Under Minn.
Stat. $ 2 l6B. 164 (July 22, 2014).
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_ b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rste under port 7835,3400.

_ c.Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Utiliw will buv electricify from the ùF under the cu{rent rate schedule filed with the Commission, ff
the QF has less than 40 kilowatts capacity. the QF elects the rate schedule catesory hereinafler indicated:

_ a. Net energy billinLrate unde( oa.rt 7835.4013.

_ b. Simultaneous purchaq-e and sale billing rate under part ?8351014.

_ c. Tirne-of-day purchase rates under part 7835,4015.

A copv of the presentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this confact.

4. Thg Utilir.v will buy electricity Êom the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission, If
the QF has at least 40 kilowatts cgpaciry but less than 1.000 kilowan capacity. the QF elects the rate schedule

c ate so ry herci n q tqdnd i ca-ledj

_a. Simultanepus purchase and sale billing ratc under pan 7835.4014.

_ b. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy_of the presentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3 5. The rates for sales and purchases of electriciry may change over the time this contract is in force, due to

actions of the Utility or of the Cornmission, and the QF and the Utility agree that sales and purchases will be made

under the rates in effect each month during the time this contract is in force.

4 (. The Utiliry will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for each billing period. Any

net credir to the QF witl be made under one of the following options as chosen by the QF:

_ L Credi¡ to tlre QF's account with the Utility.

_2. Paid by check to the QF within I 5 days of the billing date.

7. Renewable enerey credits associated with seneration Êom the facility are ow$gd by:

5 !. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules, regulations, and policies adopted by

the Utiliry not prohibited by the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide

reasonable technical connection and operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the QF's

righttobringadisputebeforetheComrnissionasauthorizedbyMinnesotaRules,peÉsW,
pêrt 7835.45ûG and any other provision of the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production

authorizing Comrnission resolution of a dispute.

6 !. The Utiliry's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production.

? lO. The QF u'itl operate ir electric generating facilities so that ihey conform to the national, state, and local

electric and safety codes, and will be responsible for the costs of confornance.
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I I l. The QF is rrsponsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection which are estimated to be

The QF will pay the Utiliry in this way:

9 12. The QF u¡ill give the Utility reasonable access to its property and electric generating facilities if the

configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection or tesling from the Utiliry's side of the

interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's property, the Utiliry will remain responsible for its personnel.

+O 13. The Utility may stop providing electriciry to the QF during a system emergency. The Utiliry will not

discriminate against the QF when it stops providing electricity or when it resumes providing electriciry.

Sl 14. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when necessary for the Utility to consüuct,

install, rnaintain, repair, replace, remove, investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric

system. The Utility will notify the QF before it stops purchasing electricity in this way:

13 15. The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property damage due to the

installation, interconnection, and operation of its electric generating facilities. The amount of insurance coverage

will be $ (The

with the Comrnission's interconnection standards under rule par! 7835.4750).).

{å t6. This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the Utiliry. This contract will

remain in force until eithcr the QF or the Utility gives written notice 1o the other that the contract is canceled. This

contract will be canceled 30 days after notice is given.

+4 17. This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utiliry except that this contract

shall at all times be subject to all rules and orders issued by the Public Utilities Commission or other goven¡ment

agency having jurisdiction over the subject matter of this contract. The QF and the Utiliry are not responsible for any

agreernents other than those stated in this contract.

THE QF AND THE UTILITY HAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE TO BE BOLIND BY ITS

TERMS. AS EVIDENCE OF THETR AGREEMENT, TIIEY HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOW

ON THE DATE WRITTEN AT THE BEGINMNC OF THIS CONTRACT.

QF

By:

UTILITY

By:

(Title)

This proposed rule contains necessary and reasonable changes to the uniform statewide contract
that correspond to proposed rule changes afflecting the terms and conditions contained in the
contract. Specifically, under "Recitals," the description of a facility with "less than 40 kilowatts"
is changed to ensure that interconnections with facilities having less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity

22



rire govemed by the contract, consistent with the recent statutory changes. The customer will
instead specify the size of the facilities.

There are necessary and reasonable clarifrcations to Agreement terms 2 through 4 of the contract.
These changes list the billing options available to larger facilities, consistent with the statutory
changes and proposed rule changes to parts 7835.4013 through 7835.4015. Agreernent term 7 is
new and requires that the contract list the owner of renewable energy credits, consistent with
proposed rule part 7835.5950, which govems ownership of renewable energy credits. Agreement
term l5 includes a necessary and reasonable clarification to strike language setting a lirnit on
liability insurance. Liability insurance is governed by the Commission's order setting
interconnection standards, and those standards are referred to in proposed rule part 7835.4750.

7835,9920 - Non-standard Provisions

A utilitl'¡ intendine to implement provisions other than those included in the }¡niform
statewide form of confact must file a request for authorization with the corBE0ission. The
filing must conf.orm to chapter 7829 and must identi& all provisions the utility intends
for use in its contract with a quali&ine facility.

This proposed rule is necessary and reasonable to permit a utility to implement non-standard
provisions approved by the Commission. It is reasonable to require the filing to be made
consistent with the Commission's rules of practice and procedure.

VII.
REGULATORY ANALVSIS

The Administrative Procedure Act requires the statement of need and reasonableness to address
the regulatory issues set forth and addressed below.

(1) A description of the class of persons rvho will probably be affected by the
proposed rule, including classes that will bear the costs of the proposed rule rnd
cl¡sses that will benefit from the proposed rule. Minn, Stat. $ 14.131 (l).

The following persons will probably be affected by the proposed rules:

. Minnesota utilities providing retail electric service.

' Retail electric customers installing cogeneration or distributed generation facilities
to offsetting their energy use.

. Retail electric customers whose utility providers will purchase energy production,
including renewable energy production, from qualiffing facilities.

The following persons will probably bear the costs of the proposed rules:

. Minnesota electric retail utilities, which must implement the rule's requirements.

' Public utility ratepayers, whose rates could ultimately reflect any long-term cost
increases resulting from compliance.
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The following persons will probably benefit from the proposed rule:

Retail electric customers, who will offset their energy costs by producing their own
electricity.
Retail electric customers, who will offset reliability concerns during outages by using
electricity they are producing.
Utilities providing retail electric service and their customers, who will benefit from
increased energy efficiency, including increased use of renewable energy resources.
Utilities providing retail electric service and their custorners, who will experience
environmental benefits ftom increased energy efficiency, including increased use of
renewable energy resources.
Govemment agencies with regulatory responsibilities whose enforcement
responsibilities will be clearer under rules consistent with recent statutory changes.

(2) The probable costs to the agency ¡nd to any other egency of the
ímplemcntation and enforcement of the proposed rule and any antÍcipated effect
on state revenues. Minn. Stat. $ 14.13f (2).

The proposed rules will make claims on the resources of the Commission and the Department of
Commerce, the agencies with regulatory responsibilities for utilities implernenting the proposed
changes, and possibly on the Antitnrst and Utilities Division of the Office of the Attorney
General, which represents the interests of residential and small business ratepayers. In relation to
existing rules, however, the probable costs to these agencies to implønent and enforce the
proposed rules are negligible.

The Commission does not expect this rule to have any effect on state revenues.

(3) A determination of whether there are less costly methods or less intrusive
methods for achieving the purpose of the proposcd rule. Minn. Stat. g 141.131
(3).

The proposed rules were developed to comply with recent statutory changes, and no less costly
or less intrusive methods were identiñed by stakeholders or the Commission in the course of rule
development.

(4) A description of any alternative methods for achieving the purpose of the
proposed rule that were seriously considered by the agency and the reasons why
they were rejected in favor of the proposed rule. Minn. Stat.$ l4l.13l (4)

The Commission concluded that the statutory changes required amending the rules to comply
with those changes, precluding use of other less intrusive or less costly approaches.

(5) The probable costs of cornplying with the proposed rules. Minn. Stat. $
14,131. (s)

a

I

a

a
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The proposed rules do not impose costs on anyone. TVithout the proposed rule changes,

compliance with, and enforcernent ol the rules could ultimately result in increased costs by

creating uncertainty as to how the rules apply or by requiring frequent rule variances.

(6) The probable costs or consequences of not adopting the proposed rule,
including those costs or consequences borne by Ídentifiable categories of rffected
parties, such as separate classes of government units, businesses, or individuals;
Minn. Stat. $ 14.131. (6)

The rules are necessary to incorporate recent statutory changes, which the Legislature

implemented in 2013. In the absence of a rule change, the existing rules would not comply with

the changes rnade to Minn. Stat. $ 2168..164. This could hinder both enforcement and

compliance with applicable law. Only through this rulemaking proceeding can the Commission's

rulei be updated to effectively incorporate the legislative changes, and therefore the Commission

has determined there is no other less costly or less intrusive method for achieving the purpose of
the proposed rule.

(7) An assessment of any differences between the proposed rule and existing
federal regulations and a specific analysis of the need for and reasonableness of
each difference. Minn. Stat. $ 14.131 (7)

The Commission has examined the federal regulations and is not aware of any differences

betrveen the proposed rules and any federal regulations.

(8) An ass€ssment of the cumulative effect of the rule with other feder¡l and state

regulations related to the specific purpose of the rule. Minn. St¡t. $ l4,l3t (8)

The Commission is not aware of any cumulative efïects of the rule with other federal and state

regulations related to the specific purpose of the rule, which is to govern interconnections with
qualiffing facilities having less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity consistent with recent statutory

changes. The Commission worked with an advisory committee during this rulemaking

proceeding and no one on the committee or attending the advisory committee meetings identified

any such cumulative effects"

VIII.
CONSIDERATION OF PERFORMANCE BASED REGULATORY SYSTEMS

Minn. Stat. $ 14.002 requires agencies to develop rules and regulatory programs that emphasize

superior achievernent in meeting regulatory goals while retaining maximum flexibility for

agències and regulated parties in meeting those goals. Minn. Stat. $ 14.131 requires agencies to

eiplain in their statements of need and reasonableness how they have taken this legislative policy

into account.

The Commission was guided by performance-based regulatory principles as it developed these

rules. The rules incorporate recent statutory changes and extend duties and burdens no further

than is necessary to incorporate the legislative changes.
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IX.
COST OF RULE COMPLIANCE

The Commission has consulted with the Department of Minnesota Management and Budget

(MMB), as required by Minnesota Statutes $ 14.131, to help evaluate the fiscal impact and fiscal

benefits of the proposed nrle on local units of government. MMB stated that it did not appear that

the proposed rule changes would result in significant costs to local units of government.

MMB stated that the potential fiscal impacts on local units of government relate to their status as

ratepayers of a utility. As a customer, a local unit.of govemmertt could offset its energy usage,

resulting in cost savings, depending on the investments (such as solar panels) made to produce its

own energy. The proposed rule changes could also affect iocal units of governments as

ratepayers, whose rates could ultimately reflect any long-term cost increases resulting from

compliance. Requested rate changes by a public utility are, however, subject to contested case

proceedings and Commission review.

MMB also stated that the proposed rule amendments could possibly impact municipal electric

utilities and cooperative electric associations, who will be affected by changes that, for example,

amend ñling requirements to increase efficiency.

While Minnesota Statutes $ 14.127 directs agencies to evaluate the cost its rules will impose on

small businesses or cities, the proposed rules are exempt from this requirement. See Minnesota

Statutes ç l4.l2T,subdivision 4(d).
X.

EFFECTS ON LOCAL GCIVERNMENTS

The Commission has determined, under Minn. Stat. $ 14.128, that no local unit of governrnent

will be required to adopt or amend an ordinance or other regulation to comply with the proposed

rule changes goveming cogeneration and small power production.

The Commission makes this determination based on its Statement of Need and Reasonableness

(SONAR), the comments received, the review conducted by the Commissioner of Managønent

and Budget, and the input and feedback provided by the advisory committee.

On pages 23 and 24 of the SONAR, the Commission identified persons who would likely be

affected by and bear the costs of the rules. These include utilities providing rçtail elechic service

and their ratepayers. The rules do not impose specific requirements, administrative burdens, or

costs on local units of government. The Commission has therefore determined that local

goverrments will not be required to adopt or amend ordinances or other regulations to comply

with the proposed rules.

Furthermore, the Commission consulted with the Comrnissioner of Management and Budget, as

required by Minn. Stat. g l4.l3l. The Commissioner of Managernent and Budget determined

that it does not appear that there will be a significant cost to local units of government.
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Additionally, neither the comments received from stakeholders nor the feedback from the

advisory corn*itt"" indicated that local govemments would be significantly affected by, or

required to adopt or amend local regulations to comply with, the proposed rules.

xI.
LIST OF WTTNESSES

The Commission does not plan to rely on any non-agency witnesses at any rule hearing'

XII.
ADDITTONAL NOTICE PLAN

To ensure the public has sufficient notice to participate in a proposed rulemaking, the

Administrative procedure Act requires ugrnói.r to tuke certain prescribed steps to publicize their

rulemakings. In addition, Minneiota Statutes $ 14.14, subdivision 1a requires agencies to make

unspecifieã additional efforts to notiff persons-who might be affected by proposed rules, and

$ I ¿. I 3 I requires agencies to describe these efforts in their Statements of Need and

Reasonableness.

The Commission plans to publicize its proposed rule changes in the following manner:

. publishing the Notice of lntent to Adopt Rules, and text of the proposed rule changes,

in the State Register.
. Mailing u.opfof the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules to everyone who has requested

to receive it pursuant to Minnesota Statutes $ 14.14, subdivision la-

. Giving noticl to the Legislature as required by Minnesota Statutes $ l4.l16.

. publishing the Notice ollntent to Adopt Rules and this Statement of Need and

Reasonabieness, including the text of the proposed rules, on the Commission's

website at blLtp ://mn. gov/puc/index' html'
. Mailing t¡" Noti." of Intent to Adopt Rules to Minnesota's electric utilities.

. Mailin! the Notice of Intent to Adoþt Rules to everyone on the Commission's official

service list for this Proceeding.
. Issuing a press releàse to all newspapers of general circulation throughout the state'

xuI.
CONCLUSION

For all the reasons set forth above, the

are both needed and reasonable.

respectfully submits that the proposed rules

Burl . Haar
Executive SecretarY
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Notice of lntent to Adopt Rules as Mailed
and as Published in the State Register
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Minnesota PublÍc Utilities Commission

DUAL NOTICE: Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules r#ithout a Public Hearing Unlcss 25 or
More Persons Request a Hearing and NotÍce of Hearing if 25 or More Requests for Hearing
Are Received; RevÍsor's ID Number R-04214

Proposed Amendment to Rules Governing Cogener¡tÍon and Small Power
Production, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7835, Including Repeat of Minn. R. parts 7835.2300;
7835.2500:'7835.2700; 7835.2900; 7835.4800; 7835.4900;7835.5000; 7835.5100; ?835.5200;
7835.5300; 7835.5400; 7835.5500; 7835.5ó00; 7835.5700; and 7835.s800.

lntroduction. The Public Utilities Commission intends to adopt rules without a public
hearing following the procedures in the rules of the Office of Administrative Hearings, Minnesota
Rules, parts 1400.2300 to 1400.23 10, and the Administrative Procedure Act, Minnesota Statutes,
sections 14.22 to 14.28.If, however,25 or more persons submit a written request for a hearing on
the rules by4:30 p.m. on February 4,2015, the Commission will hold a public hearing in the Lãrge
Hearing Room, Suite 350, I 2l Seventh Place East, Saint Faul, Minnesota 55101 , starting at l0:00
a.m' on Wednesday, February 25,2015. To find out whether the Commission will adopithe rules
without a hearing or if it will hold the hearing, you should contact the agency contact person after
February 4,2015 and before February 25,2015.

Agency Contact Person. Submit any conrÍnents or questions on the rules or written
requests for a public hearing to the agency contact person. The agency contact person is: Kate
Kahlert, Public Utilities Commission, l2l Seventh Place East, Suite 350, Saint paul, Minnesota
55101; Phone: 651-201-2239; Fax: 651-297-1A73; and email at: kate.kahlerr@state.mn.us.

Subject of Rules nnd Statutory AuthorÍfy. The proposed rules govern Cogeneration and
Small Power Production. The following rule parts will be repealed: Minn. R. parts 7glS.Z¡OO;
7835.2500;7835.2700;7835.2900; 7835.4800; 7835.4900; 7835.5000; 7S3s.i 100; 7835.5200;
7835.5300; 7835.5400; 7835.5500; 7835.5600; ?835.5700; and 7835.5800.

The proposed rules incorporate recent statutory changes to Minn. Stat. g 2ló8.164, which
governs interconnections between utilities and cogeneration or small power producer facilities
(qualifying facilities). Specifìcally, the proposed rule amendments increase the capacity lirnit on
qualiffing facilities interconnected with a public utility to less than 1,000 kilowati capacity ftom
less than 40 kilowatt capacity.

The proposed rules also incorporate statutory changes that affect: standby charges on
facilities under 100 kW; billing compensation rates for flacilities; limits on cumuiativeþneration;
requirements for aggregating customers' meters; capacity limits on wind, solar, and otñer
distributed generation facilities; and the uniform statewide contract. The proposed rules also repeal
rules goveming interconnection guidelines and include housekeeping changes to increase claåty.

The statutory authority to adopt the rules is Minnesota Statutes,sections 2 164.05, 2168.0g,
and 2l ó8. 164. A copy of the proposed rules is published in the State Register and attached ro this
notice as mailed.
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Comments. You have until 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 4,2015, to submit written
comment in support of or in opposition to the proposed rules or any part or subpart of the rules.
Your comment must be in writing and received by the agency contact person by the due date.
Comment is encouraged. Your comments should identifo the portion of the proposed rules
addressed, the reason for the comment, and any change proposed. You are encouraged to propose
any change that you desire. Any comments that you have about the legality of the proposed rules
must also be made during this comment period. Please refer to Docket No. E-999/R- 13-729 in your
comments. You may also electronically file your comments using the Commission's electronic
filing system located at: httos://www .edockets.state. mn.us/EFiline.

Request for a Hearing. In addition to submitting comments, you may also request that the
Commission hold a hearing on the rules. You must make your request for a public hearing in
writing, which the agency contact person must receive by 4:30 p.m. on February 4,2015. you
must include your name and address in your written request. In addition, you must identi$ the
portion of the proposed rules that you object to or state that you oppose the entire set of rules. Any
request that does not comply with these requirements is not valid and the agency cannot count it
when determining whether it must hold a public hearing. You are also encouraged to state the
reason for the request and any changes you want made to the proposed rules.

Withdrawal of Requests. If 25 or more persons submit a valid written request for a
hearing, the Commission will hold a public hearing unless a sufficient number of persons
withdraw their requests in writing. If enough requests for hearing are withdrawn to reduce the
number below 25, the agency must give written notice of this to all persons who requested a
hearing, explain the actions the agency took to effect the withdrawal, and ask for written comments
on this action. lf a public hearing is required, the agency will follow the procedures in Mínnesota
Statutes, sections l4.l3l to 14.20.

Altern¡tive Format/AccommodatÍon. Upon request, this information can be made
available in an alternative format, such as large print, braille, or audio. To make such a request or if
you need an accommodation to make this hearing accessible, please contact the agency contact
person at the address or telephone number listed above"

Modificrtions. The Commission might modis the proposed rules, either as a result of
public comment or as a result of the rule hearing process. It must support modifications by data and
views submitted to the agency or presented at the hearing. The adopted rules may not be
substantially different than these proposed rules unless the Commission follows the procedure
under Minnesata Rules, part 1400.2110. If the proposed rules affect you in any way, the
commission encourages you to participate in the rulemaking process.

Cancellation of Hearing. The Commission will cancel the hearing scheduted for February
25,2015, if the agency does not receive requests for a hearing from 25 or more persons. If you
requested a public hearing, the agency will noti$ you belore the scheduled hearing whether the
hearing will be held. You may also call the agency contact person at 651 -201-2239 after February
4,2015 to find out whether the hearing will be held. On the scheduled day, you may check for
whether the hearing will be held by calling 631-201-2239 or going on-line ar:
http ://mn. eov/puc/indcx.html.
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Notice of Hearing.lf 25 or more persons submit valid written requests for a public hearing
on the rules, the Commission will hold a hearing following the procedures in Minnòsota Staturc{
sections l4.l 3 I to 14.20. The Commission will hold the hearing on the date and at the time and
place listed above. The hearing will continue until all interested persons have been heard.
Administrative Law Judge Jarnes Mortenson is assigned to conduct the hearing. Judge
Mortenson's l-egal Assistant Denise Collins can be reached at the Office of Administrative
Hearings, 600 North Robert Street, P.O. Box 64620, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620, telephone
65l-361-7900, and FAX 65I-3ól -7936.

Hearing Procedure, [f the Commission holds a hearing, you and all interested or affected
persons, including representatives of associations or other interested groups, will have an
oppornrnity to participate. You may present your views either orally at the hearing or in writing at
any time before the hearing record closes. All evidence presented should relate to the propoteã
rules. You may also submit written material to the Administrative Law Judge to be recordäd in the
hearing record for five working days after the public hearing ends. At the hearing the
Administrative Law Judge may order that this five-day comment period is extended for a longer
period but not more than 20 calendar days. Following the comment period, there is a
frve-working-day rebuttal period when the agency and any interested person may respond in
writing to any new information submitted. No one may submit additional evidence during the
five-day rebuttal period. The Ofäce of Administrative Hearings must receive all comm.ntr *d
responses subrnitted to the Administrative Law Judge no later than 4:30 p.m. on the due date. All
comments or responses received will be available for review at the Office of Administrative
Hearings. This rule hearing procedure is governed by Mînnesota Rules, parts 1400.2000
to 1400.2240, and lvlinnesota Statutes, sections 14.13 I to 14.20. You may direct questions about
the procedure to the Administrative Law Judge.

The agency requests that any person submitting written views or data to the Administrative
Law Judge before the hearing or during the comment or rebuttal period also submit a copy of the
written views or data to the agency contact person at the address stated above.

Staternent of Need ¡nd Re¡son¡bleness. The statement of need and reasonableness
summarizes the justification for the proposed rules, including a description of who will be affected
by the proposed rules and an estimate of the probable cost of the proposed rules. It is now available
from the agency contact person. You may review or obtain copies for the cost of reproduction by
contacting the agency contact person or on the Comrnission website at:
þ¡¡p://mn. gov/puç/index. htm l.

Lobbyist Registration. Mínnesota Statutes, chapter l0A, requires each lobbyist to register
with the State Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board. Ask any questions about this
requirement of the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board at: Suite # l g0, Centennial
Building, 658 cedar street, st. Paul, Minnesota 55155, telephone 65 I -539-l !80 or
l -800-657-3889.

Adoption Procedurc if No Hearing. If no hearing is required, the agency may adopt the
rules after the end of the comment period. The Commission will submit the rules and supporting
documents to the Office of Administrative Hearings for a legal review. You may ask to be notified
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ol'lhtr datc the rulcs *rc subrnitt*d to the oiTcc. lt'you w'ant cithcr to rcccive notice of this. to
rcc*ir.u ¿l cop]" of the ariopted rulcs. r¡r tû r{rgislcr rvith thc agcncy to reccivc notice of luture rule
procr:utiings. suLrnlit Jiour requrist to the agency contact person listed above.

Adttption Proccdure ¿\ftcr a Flearing. lf a hcaring is hcld, aftcr thc closc o1'thc hcaring
recurd. the Administralive Larv Judgc will issue a report on thc proposecl rulcs. \'ou may ask to be
nctilrcd of the datc that the Aclministrative Larv Jutlge's report rvill becomc available, and can
maku this requcst at the hearing or in rvriting to the Administrative Larv Juclge. You rnay alscl ask
to be notit-ted of thc date tirat the agcncy adopts thc rules an<i thc rules arc filccl r.vith thc Sccrctary
of State by requcsting this at thc hcaring or by lvriting to thc agcncy contaet pcrson statcd above.

Order. I orclor that thc rulernaking hcaring bc held at the date, ti¡nc. ancl location lisrcd
abrlvc.

,.
.' .l .r' 7r¡,., j 1.:,, /_ i::\ *t tttt ..¿-_

'/1 r
\ '\¡''t/
''I 1 +' t-: -

Date Bu W. Haar
[,xccrrtive Secretary

4
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I I Puhlic Utilities Commission

Proposed Permanent Rules Relating to Cogeneratir¡n and Snlall Po*'er lirr¡clucfiont.-

t.l

l.i

f6

I i 78J5.010fi ÐEFII-IITIONS.

or fexl of slt 1to3 see M.R

Subp. 4. Capacity. "Capacìt-r'" means the capabiliLy to procluce. transmit" or deliver

electric rnerg and is m¿asurccl bv the numbcr crl'megawafts alLcrnating curent at the

r ] poinl ol'common couplins hetween a qualitiine lacility ¿ind a utility's elcctric s-vsten't

i..\, Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacii¡- cosls" means lhe costs associaiecl r,vitl-r proviLling

the capability to deliver e¡lergy. Ttre,v-eotil+isref The ririliry capital cûsrs r-onsijr of

iacilities usecl to generatÈ, lransmit. rnd clistribLrte electricity anci rhe Fl-recl oprrating

and maintenanre costs of these facilities.

or text of sub 6 see il¡I.R

Subp. 6a. Customer. "CustLilrler" means dre pcrson nametl un Lhe Lrtili tv electlic

l9

L. t(j

rlt

r.li

I l+

L t_Í

l. tä

Lrill for the premises

0r texl of sub 7 lo 15, sec IvLl.R

Sub .15 a. Net nletered facilitv. "Ne[ metered lacili ty" means irn e Iecrric gÈncration

t.l7 tacilitvconstrurl ted for the purposc of oll.setting enersy usc through rlie use of renelvablc

l.18 energv or hrgh-efhciency dist¡ibuted sener¿Ìtton sources

I le

rt0

For texi o1'sub t6 and 17 see lvl.R

Subp. Ll a Public utilitv. "Public urilit_v" h¿rs the meani ns given in lv{innesota

r.:t Statu¡es, section 2168.0? . subclivision -l

0r lext of sub l8 see it'I.R.

SLrbp, 19. Qualifyrng frrcilit.v. "Qualii-ving fricility" m.eans a cogenerarion or small

porvcr prodLrction facility rvirich síìtislles the crxciitions establislied in Cucle ol Federal

i.ll

lrl
tìì
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Regulations, title 18, seetie in

292" The initial operation date or initial installation date of a cogenerarion or small power

production facility must not prevent the facility from being considered a qualifying faciliry

for the purposes of this chapter if it otherwise satisfies all stated conditions.

or text of see M.R

Subp. 20a. Standby charse. "Standb y charge" means the rate or fee a util itv charees

for standby service or standbv power.

Subp. 20b. Standbv service. "S tandby service" means:

{_ for public utili ties, service or Dower that includes backup. maintenance, and

related services necessary to make electrici fy service available to the facilitv. as described

2.t

2.2

2.3

2.1

2.5

2.6

1'1

2.&

2.9

2.10

2.1 t

2.t2

2.13

2.14

2. r5

2.16

2.17

2. l8

2.t9

2.20

'r'rt

)1)

2.23

2.21

2.25

in the public utilitv's commission-approved standby tariff; and

B. for a utility not subiec t to the commission's rate authori the service

associated with the appiicable tariff in effecr under Minnesota Statutes, section 216F.1611,

subdivision 3, clause (2).

or text of 2l to see M.R

7835.0200 SCOPE AND PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to implement certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164; the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, United Stares Code,

titIel6,section824a.3W;andtheFederalEnergyRegulatory
Commissionregulations,CodeofFederalRegulations,titlet8,ffi

@.NothinginthischaptereXcusesanyutilityfromcarryingout
its responsibilities under these provisions of state and federal law. This chapter must

at all times be applied in accordance with its intent to give rhe maximum possible

)7835.0200



a)

3.i

J.J

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3,8

3.9

3. l0

3.l t

3.12

3. l3

3.14

3.15

3. l6

3.t7

3. r8

3. l9

3.20

3.2t

3.22

3.23

3.24

3.25

tuoS/t4 REVISOR RSUJC RD4214

encouragernent to cogeneration and small power production consistent with protection

of the ratepayers and the public.

7835.0400 FILING OPTIOI.{.

If, after the initial.l4gga¡y [?0]J. filing, schedule C is rhe only change in the

cogeneralion and small power production tariff to be filed in a subsequent year, the utility

may notify the commission in wricing, by the date the tariff is due, that there is no other

change in the taritr This notification and new schedule C will serye as a substitute for the

refiling of the complete tariff in that year.

783s.0800 SCHEDULE E.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures

for interconnected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and

protective appamtus.

The utility may include

in schedule E suggested rypes of equipment to perforrn the specified functions. No standard

or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

7835.1200 AVAILABILITY OF FILI}{GS.

Alt filings required by parts 7835.0300 to 7835.1100 musr be madeviith filed in

the and jg maintained at the utility,s

general office and any other offices of the utility where rate case filings are kept. These

frlings must be available for public inspection at the commission and at the uciliry offrces

during normal business hours.

7835.1300 GENERAL REPORTING REQIjIREMENTS.

Each utility interconnected with a qualifying facility must provide the commission

with the information in parts 7835.1400 to 7835.1800 anguqlf on or before à¡e*¡ember

March l, and in such form as the commission may require.

?1?5 t ?rv'r
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7835.2100 ELECTRICAL CODE COMPLIANCE re

Subpart I Çggr-pliance; standards.,The interconnection berween the qualifying

facility and the utility must compiy with the requirements of the Narional Electrical

Safety Codq{9&l editirat issued by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

. The

interconnection is subiect to suboarts 2 and 3.

Subp. 2. lnterconnection. The interconnection customer is responsible for

comolvins with all applicable local. state. and federal codes. includine buildine codes. the

National Electric Code (NEC). rhe Narional Electric Safefv Code IhIESC) , and noise and

emissions standards. The A¡ea Electric Power System will require of comolvins

with the NEC before the interconnection is made. The intercon¡ection customer must

obtain installation approval from an electrical inspector recognized by the Minnesota

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.1I

4.t2

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.t7

4.l8

4.r9

4.20

4.2t

Á. ))

4.23

4.24

Lt<

4.26

State Board of Electricity.

Subp. 3. Generation svstem. The interconnection customer's generation system and

installation must comolv with the American National S tanda¡ds lnstinrte/Institute of

Electrical and Electronics Ensineers (ANSI/IEEE) standards aÐp licable to the installation.

7835.2600 TYPES OF POIVER TO BE O STANDBY SERYICE.

Subpart 1. Seryi.ce to be offered. The utility must offer maintenânce, interruprible,

supplemenùary, and backup power to the qualifying facility upon request.

Subp. 2. Standbv service ; public utÍlity. A public utility may not imnose a standby

charge for standby service on a qualifvins facility havins 100 kilowatt caoac iry or less. A

utilitv rates on a facilitv havine more than 100 kilowatt capacity must

comolv with an order of the commission establishiqe aliowable costs

Subp. 3. Standbv seryice : cooperative or municipalitv. A cooperative electric

association or municipal utiliw must offer a qualifvine facilitv standbv

7R15 ?6fl0 4

or servlce
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le nriff for such service adopted under Minnesota S tatutes,

s.2 section 2168.1611. subdivision 3, clause (2).

7835"3000 RATES FOR UTILITY SALES TO A UALIFYTNG FACILITY TO
BE GOVERNED BY TARIFF.

Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3100, rates for sales to a qualifying facility

must be governed by the applicable tariff for the class of electric utiliry customers to

which the qualifying faciliryþlg¡gs o¡ would belong were it not a qualifying faciliry.

ELECTRIC

5.3

5.4

s.5

5.6

5.7

7835.3150 INTERCONNECTTON \ryITH COOPERATIVE5.8

5.9 ASSOCTATION OR MUNICIPAL UTILITY.

5. l0 Parts 7835.3200 to 7835.4000 apolv to interconnecrions befween a faciliry

5.lt and a coooerative electric association or municipal utility

7835.3200 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES Ià+€EÈ.TERIL BY
COOPERATTVE ELECTRIC ASSOCIATIONS AIT,ID MUMCIPAL UTILITES

5.12

5.t3

5. t4

5.l5

5.16

5. r7

5. 18

5.19

5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

5.25

5.26

5.27

FROM OUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart l. Qualifying facilifie{_wÍ.th L0! kilowatt capacity or less._For qualifying

facilities with capaciry of 100 kilowatts or less, standard purchase rates apply. Qudi+ying

firffi"€üreÊ' The utility must make available three types of standard rates, described in

parts 7835.330û, 7835.3400, and 7835.3500. The qualifying facility with a capacity of

100 kilowatts or less must choose interconnection under one of these rates, and must

specify its choice in the written contract required in part 7835.2000. Any net credit to the

qualifying facility musq at its option, be credited to its account wirh the utility or refurned

by check within t5 days of the bilting dare. The option chosen rnust be specified in the

written contract required in part 7835.2000. Qualifying facilities remain responsible for

any monthiy service charges and demand charges specified in the tariff under which

they consume electricity from the utility.

5?8151?_ff)
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6.r SuÞp. 2. Oualifvins facilities over 100 kilowatt capacitv" A qualifying facility with

6.2 more than 10Û kilowatt capacity has the option to negotiate a contract with a utilifv or. if ít

6.3 commits to orovide firm power. be compensated under standard rates

6.4

6.s

6.6

7835.4010 INTERCONNECTION 1VITH PTJBLIC UTTLITY.

Parts 7835.4011 to 7835.4023 apply to interconnecrions between a qualifyins facility

and a public utiliw.

C UTILITTES7835.4011 STAI{DARD RATES FOR PURCIIASES BY PUBLI6.7

6.8 FROM OUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart I Standard rates. For qualifyine facilities with less than I ,000 kilowatt

capacitv. s tandard rates applv. The utilitv must make available the tvoes of standard rates

6.9

6, r0

6.il

6.t2

6. l3

described in parts 7835.4012 ro 7835.4015. O facilities remain responsible for

any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariff under which

they consume elec triciry from the utility.

6.t4 Subp. 2. Nesotiated rates. A sualifvine faciliry with 1.000 kilowatt capacity or

6.ls more has the option to neqotiate a contract with a utility or, if it commits to provide fîrm

6.16 power. be comoensated under standard rates.

6.17 7835.4012 COMPE¡{SATION.

6.18 Subpart l. Facilities with less than 40 kÍlowatt capâcity. A qualifvine faciliry with

6.te less than 40 kilowatt canacitv has the option to be compensated at the net enersy bi[ing

6.20 rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate, or the time-of-day billine rate

Subp" 2. Facilities with at least 40 kilowatt capacitv but less than 1.000 kilorvatt

capacitv. A ualifyins facilitv with at least 40 kilowatt capacirv but less than 1,000

6.2r

6,22

6.23

6.24

kilowatt has the ootion to be billed at the simultaneous purchase

rate, or at the

7835.4û12

úme-oËday billine rate

6

and sale biüins
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7835"4013 AVERAGB RETAIL ENERGY RATE.

Subpart 1. lVfethod of billine. The utilitv musr bill the qualifvins facili ty for the

energv su by rhe utilitv that exceeds the amount of energy supplied bv the qualifyins

facility during each billins period according to the uti lity's applicable rerail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for bilIÍne. When the energy generated by the

qualifvins facili ty exceeds that supplied by the utility during a billine the utility

musI comCIensate the qualifvine facilirv for the excess energy at the averase retail utilitv

rate.

7835.401.4 SIMULTANEO US PURCHASE AND SALE BILLING RATE.

Subpart I Method of billine. The qualifyine facili fy must be billed for all energy

and it consumes during a billine period according to the utility's applicable rerail

7.t

7.2

''ì.3

1.1

7.5

7.6

7.8

7.9

7. t0

7. t¡

7,12

7, r3

7.14

7. t5

1.t6

7.17

7. l8

7.t9

7.20

7.2t

1 )')

7.23

7.24

7.25

rate schedule.

Subp. 2. to sualifyin e facilitv. The utility must nurch ase all energv

and which is made available to ir by the facilifv. At the on of the

aualifvins faci lity. its entire seneration must be deemed to be made available to rhe urilirv.

Comoensation to the ouali ne facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The e component must be the aporooriate system average incremental

energy costs shown on schedule A; or if the utiliry has not filed schedule A.

the componen[ must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable ro the

qualifvine faciliry, filed in lieu of schedules A and B: or if the utility has

not filed schedule A. the energY componen t must be the energv rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualifyine facilitv provides firm Dower to lhe u ri li tv- the capacitv

must be the utility's net annual avoided cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over all hours shown on schedule B: or if the generatins utilitv has not filed

schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand c

7835.4014

per kilowatt, if of the
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retail rate schedule applicable to the qu facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B,

divided by the number of hours in the billine period; or if the nongenerating utility has not

filed schedule B. the canacitv component must be the capacity cost per kilowatt shown on

schedule H. div ided bv the nurnber of hours in the billing period. If the qualifyins facilirv

does not provide firm power to the utilitv. no capacity component may be included in the

compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4015 TIME.OF.DAY PURCHASE R.{TES.

Subpart 1. Method of billine. The facility must be billed for all

enersv and caoaciw it consumes durine each bitrline period according to the utility's

app[cable retail rate schedule. Any utility rate-regulated by the commission mav propcse

time-oÊday retail rate tariffs which require qualifying facilities that choose to sell power

on a time-of-day basis to also purchase power on a timp-of-day basis

Subp. 2, Compensation to qualifying facílítv. The utility must purchase all enersv

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

8.11

8. l2

8. l3

8.14

8.15

8. l6

8,17

8. r8

8. l9

8.20

8,21

8.22

8.?3

8.24

8.25

8.26

and capacitv which is made available to it bv the qualifvins facilitv. Compensation to the

qualifyins facilitv must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The enersv comoonent must be the appropriate on-peak and off-peak system

incrementai costs shown on schedule A: or if the seneratins utilitv has not filed schedule

A, the energy component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to

the qualifvine facilitv. filed in lieu of schedules A and B: or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A. the energy component must be the energv rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the oualifvins facilitv provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utilitv's net annual avoided capacify cost Der kilowatt-hour

averaged over rhe hours as shown on schedule B: or if the Eenerating utility has

not filed schedule B. the capactty component must be the demand cha¡ge per kilowatt,

if anv. of the retail rate schedule applicable to the qualifvins facility, frled in lieu of

schedules A and B. divided bv the number of on-peak hours in the biilins period: or if

R7Ri5 401 5
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ty has not filed schedule B. the capacity component must be the

capacitv cost per kilowan shown on schedule H , divided by the number of on-peak hours

in the biiline period. The capacity component applies only to deliveries ON-peak

hours. If the facility does not provide firm power to the utiliry, no capacity

comDonent rnav be included in the cornpensation naid to the qualifving facility.

7835.4016 INDTVIDUAL SYSTEM CAPACITY LIMITS.

Subpart I Aonlicabilitv. Individual system capacitv limits are subiect to the

reouirements in Minnesota Statutes. section 2L6F-.164, subdivision 4c.

Subp..?. Usase history. A facility subiect to capacity limits with less than 12 calendar

months of actual electric usage or no demand metering available is sub iect to limits based

on data for similarly situated customers combined with anv actual data for the facility

9.t

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

9.8

9,9

9.10

9.il

9.r2

9.t3

9.r4

9. l5

9.16

9.r7

9. l8

9.19

9.20

9.21

9.22

9.23

9.24

9.25

1835.40L7 NET METERED FACILITY; BTLL CREDITS.

Subpart l. Kilowatt-hour credit. A customer with a net metered faci Iiry can elect

to be for net input into the utility's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour

credit on the customer's bill. subiect to Minnesota Statutes. section 216B "164, subdivision

3a, and the following conditions:

A. the customer is not receiving a value of solar rate under Minnesota Statutes"

section 2168.164 subdivision I

B. the customer is interconnected with a public utility; and

c. the net metered facilitv has a capacify of at least 40 kilowatt capacitv but

less than 1.000 kilowatt caoaciw.

Subp. 2. Notification to customer. A pubiic uúlity must notify the customer of the

option to be compensated for net innut in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit under subpart

1. The oublic utility must inform the customer that if the customer does not elect to be

compensated for net in t in the forrn of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill. the customer

1835 4l]17

pu

q
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lo.t will be comDensated for the net input at the utility's avoided cost rate, as described in

lo.2 the utilitv's tariff for that customer class.

10.3 Subp. 3. End-of-vear net inout. A public utilify must cornpensate the customer, in

lo.4 the form of a for anv net input remaining at the end of the calendar year at the

lo.5 utility's avoided cost rate, as described in the utility's tariff for that class of customer

10.6 7835.4018 AGGREGATION OF METERS.

r0.7 lity must aggregate me ters at the request of a customer as described inA public uti

r0.8 Minnesota Statutes. section 2168. 164, subdivision 4a.

7835.4019 OUALTFYING FACTLITTES OF 1,()OO KTLO\ryATT CAPACITY OR
MORE.

A qualifvine facili ty with capacity of 1.000 kilowatt capacitv or more must negoüate

a contract with the utility to set the applicable rates for paYments to the customer of

avoided caoaci ty and enersv costs. Nothing in parts 7835 .4010 to 7835.4015 prevenrs

a utility from connecting qualifyine facilitie s of greater than I,000 kilowau capacify

under its avoided cost rates

7835.4020 AMOUNT OF CAPACTTY PAYMENTS CONSIDERATTONS.

The qualifvin g facility which nesotiate s a contract under part 7835.4019 must be

r0.9

10. l0

10.r1

10. l2

r 0.13

10.14

10. t5

r0.16

r0.r7

10.l8

t0.t9

r0.20

10.2 t

10.22

10.23

i0.2.1

t0.25

entitled to the full avoided capacitv costs of the urility. The amount of c y Davments

must be determined throueh consideration of:

A. the caoaci ty factor of the q facility;

B. the cost of the utilitv's avoidable capacity;

c, the lensth of the contract teûu

Ð. reasonable scheduling of maintenance:

E. the willinsness and abilitv of the qualifvine facilitv to

7835.402A l0

de Frrn power

during svstem emergencies;
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F. the willin and abilitv of the ne facilitv to allow the utiliry to

dispatch its generated energy:

G. the willineness and abilitv of the qualifyine facility to provide firm capacity

durine svstem peaks:

H. the sancrions for noncomoliance with any contract term; and

I. the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when

caoacitv is added from sualifvin facilities.

783s..4921 UTILITY TREATMENT OF COSTS.

All purchases from qualifyine facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts and

pu¡chases of energy from q facilities with capaci ty of 40 kilowatts or more musr

be considered an enersy cost in calculati ns a utilitv's fuel adiustment clause.

il.1

t i,2

i l.3

I t.4

l 1.5

1 t.6

I1.7

I r.8

r 1.9

n.t0

il.ll

n.t2

I l.l3

I l.14

lr.15

ll.l6

Ir.t7

I l.l8

i l.l9

l 1.20

n.2t

tL.22

n.23

i 1.24

11.25

1835.4022 LIMITING CT]MULATTVE GENERATION.

A nublic utilitv reouestins that the commission limit cumulative of net

metered facilities under Minnesota Statutes. section 21618-.164, subdivision 4b. musr file

its reouest with the commission under chapter 7829.

7835.4023 ALTERNATIVE TARTFF FOR VALTJE OF SOLAR.

If a oublic utilitv has received commission aporoval of an alternative ta¡iff for the

value of solar under Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.t64, subdivision 10, the taritr

apolies to new solar nhotovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariff date.

7835.4750 TNTERCONNECTION STANDARDS.

Prior to siEnins the unifornn statewide contract, a utilitv rnust distribute to

each customer a coov of. or electronic link to. the commi ssion's order establishins

inf erconnection standards dated September 28, 2004, in docket number E-999/CI-01- 1023

The utilitv must provi de each customer a copy of. or electronic link to. subseouent

made bv the of those standards

7835 4750

commission to anv

t1

changes



tu05/r1 REVISOR RSVJC RD4214

7835.5900 EXISTING CONTRACTS.

Any_exis!¡lg interconnection eofrtraets:gntrac.! executed between a utility and a

quatifying facility with ins+alled capacity of less than 40 kilowatts beft,re++e¡"ember

remalns ln force

unúl rerminated bv murual agreement of the Darties.

7835.5950 RENE1VABLE BNERGY CREDIT; OIVNERSHIP.

A qualifyine facili ty owns all renewable energy cred its unless other ownership is

' l2.t

12.2

r2.3

12.4

r 2.5

t2.6

t?.'ì

r2.8

12.9

t2.t0

t2.ll

t2.12

t2.t3

t2.14

12. l5

r2.r6

t2.t7

12.18

t2.t9

t2.20.

t) 1I

t?.22

12.23

t2.24

r 1 'ì<
L 

'.LJ

t2,26

12.27

exoresslv orovided for in the cont¡act between the qualifyine facilitv and a utility under

Darr 7835.9910

783s.9910 IINIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT; FORM.

The form for the uniform statewide contract fur-üse must be applied to all new and

existing interconnections between a utility and cogeneration and small power production

facilities having less than 40 1,000 kilowarts of capacity isarfoll,ovisr t as describedex

in part 7835.5900

UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT FOR COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER

PRODUCTION FACILITIES

THIS CONTRACT is entered inro "bv
(hereafter called "Utility") and

(hereafter called "QF")

RECTTALS

The QF has installed electric generaring facilities, consisting

of

7835.99 t0 t2



'13.t

13.2

13.3

13,4

13.5

t3.6

t3.7

13.8

13.9

13.10

l3.l r

13.12

13.r3

t3.t4

13.15

13. t6

13. l7

13. l8

13. l9

t3.20

13.21

t3.22

t3.23

13.24

t3.25

t3.26

13.2'l

tuosn4 REVISOR RSYJC RD4214

(Description of facilities),

rated at lesrthæaQ- kilowatts of electricity, on property located

at

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parallel wirh rhe Utility.

The QF s electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota

Public Utilities Commission (hereafter called "Commission") rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production and any technical standards for interconnection the Utility has

established that are authorized by those rules.

The Utility is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the eF
and to purchase electricity offered for sale by the eF.

A contract between the QF and the Utility is required by the Commission's rules.

AGREEIvIENTS

The QF and the Utility agree:

L The Utility will selt electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for rhe

class of customer ro which the QF belongs.

2. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the currenr rare schedule filed

withtheCommission.TheQn@9þ9tstherateschedulecategoryhereinafter

indicated fseteetonQ:

a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.3300.

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.3400.

c. Time-of-day purchase rates under parr TS35.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is armched to this contract.

3. The Utility will buy electrici ty from ttre QF under the current rate schedule fúed

with the Commission. If the OF has less than 40 kilowatts canacitv. the O

schedu le categorv hereinafter indicated:

rate under oart

7835.991C)

a. Net enersv billins

t1

7835.4013.

F elects the rate
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b. Simultaneous ourchase and sale billine rate under part 7835.4014.

RD4214

' 14.l

c. Time v nurc rates under Þart 7835.4015

A copv of the oresentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Utilitv will buv electricitv from the QF under the current rate schedule filed

with the Commission. If the OF has at least 40 kilowatts capacity but less than 1.000

kilowatt caoacitv. the OF elects the rate schedule catesory hereinafter indicated:

a. Simultaneous nurchase and sale billins rate under oart 7835.40t4.

14.2

14.3

14.4

14.5

14.ó

t4.7

r4.8

14.9

14. t0

l4.l I

t4.t2

14.13

t4.t4

14.l5

14.16

t 4.t"7

14.18

14.t9

t4.20

14.2t

t4.22

t4.23

14.24

14.25

14.26

t4.2',7

b. Time-of-dav ourchase rates under parr 7835.4015.

A coov of the y filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3 5. The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the time this

contract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or of the Commission, and the QF and the

Utility agree that sales and puichases will be made under the rates in effect each month

during the time this contract is in force.

4 6. The Utility will compute the charges and payrnents for purchases and sales for

each billing period. Any net credit to the QF will be made under one of the following

opúons as chosen by the QF:

1. Credit to the QF's account with the Utility.

2. Paid by check to the QF within 15 days of the billing date.

7. Renewable enersv credits associated with generation from the facility are owned by:

{$. Tht QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules, regulations,

and policies adopted by the Utility not prohibited by the Commission's rules on

Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical connection

and operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the QF's right to

bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized by Minnesota Rules, earts-+e+l3*0ù

@7835.4500,andanyotherprovisionoftheCommission'sruleson
Cogeneration and Small Power Production authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

7R15 ggrO 14
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6 9. The Utility's ruies, regulations, and policies must confonn to the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production.

+ 10. The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conforrn to

the national, state, and local electric and safety codes, and will be responsible for the

costs of conformance.

8_!1. The QF is responsibie for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection

which are estimated to be The QF will pay the Utility in this

way:

912. The QF will give the Utílity reasonable access to its property and electric

generating facilities if the configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection

or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's

properfy, the Utility will remain responsible for its personnel.

l+ll The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system

emergency. The Utility will not discriminate against the QF when it stops providing

electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

{+_!1!. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when

necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain, repair, replace, remove,

investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system.

The Utility will notify the QF before it stops purchasing electricity in this

way:

+2J¿. The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property

damage due to the installation, interconnection, and operation of its electric generating

faciLities. The amount of insurance coverage will be (The t*i*ity

amount must be consistent with the

Commission's interconnection standards under Minnesota Rules, part 7835.4750)

r{ ?

15.3

15.4

15.5

15.6

r5.7

t 5.8

ls.9

r5.10

l5.ri

t5.12

15.13

i 5.14

t5. l5

15. t6

15. t7

15.18

15. l9

t5.20

15.21

t5.22

t5.23

t5.24

t5.25

15.26

t5.27

7835.9910 15
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{3.16. This contract becornes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the

Utilify. This contract will remain in force until either the QF or the Utiliry gives written

notice to the other that the contract is canceled. This con[ract will be canceled 30 days

after notice is given.

+4 17 . This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utility

except that this contract shall at all times be subject to all rules and orders issued by

rhe Public Utilities Cornmission or other govemment agency having jurisdiction over

the subject matter of this contract. The QF and the Utility are not responsible for any

agreements other than those stated in this contract.

THE QF AND THE UTILMY HAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND ACREE

TO BE BOUND BY TTS TERMS. AS EVIDENCE OF THEIR AGREEMENT, THEY

HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOW ON THE DATE WzuTTEN AT

THE BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

QF

B

16.2

16.3

16.4

ró.5

t6.6

16.7

16.8

l6-9

16. r0

r6.rI

16.12

16.t3

t6. l4

16.15

r6. r6

t6.11

16.18

16.19

16,20

16.2t

16.22

t6.23

16.24

r6.25

16.26

16.27

UTILITY

By:

(Title)

7835"9920 NONSTANDARD PROYTSIONS.

A utilitv intendins to implernent provisions other than those included in the uniforrn

statewide form of contract must file a reouest for authorization with the commission. The

filine rnust conform with chaoter 7829 and mus[ identify all provisions the utilifv intends

to use in the contract with a

7835.9920

facili

l6
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' r;.t REPEALER. Minnesota Rules^ oarts 7835 .23 7835.2500'. 7 835.27 00: 7835.2900:

t7.2 7835 7835.4900 7835.500û 7835.51oCI 7835.5200 7835.5300 7835.5400

17.3 7835.5500:7835.5600:7835.57 00; and 7835.5800, are repealed

?835.9920 T7
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CERTIFICATE OF SBRVICE

I" Margie DelaHunt, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy olthe tòllowing
docutnent to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the aftached list by electronic filing, electronic
mail, courier, interothce n¡ail or by depositing the same envelopecl wilh postage paid in the United States
mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
STATEMENT OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS

Docket Number E-9991R-13-729
Dated this 29th day of December,2014

/s/ Margie DelaHunt



Serv¡ce List Name

OFF._SL_1 3-729*Off¡ciat

OFF SL 13-729 Official

OFF_SL_1 3-729,Ofiìc¡at

OF F _SL_1 3-729_Official

OF F_SL*1 3-72g*Officia¡

OFF'SL_1 3-729 Official

OFF SL 13-729 Off¡c¡al

OFF_SL 13-729 Official

OFF SL 13-729 Official

OFF__SL_1 3-729*Ofi¡ôiâl

V¡ew Trade Secrel

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Del¡very Method

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Seruice

Êlectronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seruice

uite

Electronìc Service

Electron¡c Servìce

Address

1800 BRM Tower
445 Minnesota St
St. Paul,
MN
551 01 21 34

2001 sÊ 10th sr

Bentonv¡lle,
M
727 16-5530

85 7th Place E Ste 500

Saint Paul,
MN
551012198

4902 N. Biltmore Lane

Mad¡son,

5371 I
Suite 350

121 7th Place East
St. Paul,
MN
55't012147

30 West Superior Street

Duluth,
MN
55802

11640 73rd Ave N

Maple Grove,
MN
55369

David Gard¡ner &
Associates, LLC

910 17th Street NW, I

1050
Washington,
DC
2000ô

414 N¡collect Mall

M¡nneapolis,
MN
55401 1993

1400 BRM Tower
445 M¡nnesota St
St. Paul,
MN
551 01 21 30

Company Name

Office of the Attorney
General-DOC

WaLMart Stores, lnc.

Department Õf Commerce

lnterstate Power and L¡ght
Compâny

Public Ut¡lities Commiss¡on

Minnesota Power

Minnesota Rurâl Electric
Association

Alliance for lndustr¡al
Êfficiency

Xcel Energy

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

Email

Julia.Anderson@ag. state. m
n. us

N/A

sharon.ferguson@state.mn
.us

michaelgreiveldinger@allia
ntenergy.com

burl.haar@state. mn.us

lhoyum@mnpower.com

joel@mrea.org

N/A

paul.lehnìan@xcelenergy.c
om

agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn. us

Last Name

Anderson

Baker

Ferguson

Gre¡veld¡nger

Haar

Hoyum

Johnson

Kefer

Lehman

L¡ndell

First Name

Julia

Kenneth

Sharon

Michâel

Burl W.

Lor¡

Joel

Jenn¡fer

Paul J.

John



Seru¡ce L¡st Name

OFF_SL-1 3729*Otfìc¡at

OFF_SL_ 1 3-729_Ofi¡c¡at

OFF_SL_1 3-729*Offìc¡at

OFF_SL_'I}'729 Ofücial

OFF_SL_1 $729*Otficiat

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Seru¡ce
reet

E¡ectron¡c Service

Paper Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Address

41 1 1 Technology Dr. NW
PO Box 488
Bem¡dj¡,
MN
56619{488

P.O. 8ox 49ô
21 5 South Cascade S
Fergus Falls,
MN
565380496

332 M¡nnesota Street Ste
w2750

St. Paul,
MN
551 01

P.O. Box 87374

Carol Stream,
tL'
601 88

408 Saint Peter St Ste 220

Saint Paul,
MN
55102-1125

Company Name

Beltrami Electr¡c
Cooperalive, lnc.

Otter Ta¡l Power Company

Mart¡n & Squlres, P.A.

Midwest Cogenerat¡on
Assoc¡at¡on

Fresh Energy

Email

smason@beltramielectric.c

dprazak@olpco.crm

rsâvelkoul@mart¡nsqu¡res.c
om

N/A

ruccolo@f resh-energy.org

Last Nâme

Mason

Prazak

Savelkoul

Sharkey

Stojan Ruccolo

First Name

Samuel

David G.

Richãrd

Patr¡c¡â F

Erin

2



Serv¡ce Lìst Nâme

SPL_SL*Rulemâking -
Energy

SPL--SL_._-Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking
Ênergy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL*SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL-SL_,Rulemaking
Energy

SPL_SL*_Rulenìaking
Energy

SPL_SL_,Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL_-Rulemaking -
Energy

View Trade Secret

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Servicê

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Êlectronic Service

Electronic Servtce

Address

30 W Super¡or St

Duluth,
MN
554022191

1800 BRM Tower
445 Minnesota St
St. Paul,
MN
551Q12134

P.O. Box 496
215 South Cascade
Êergus Falls,
MN
565380496

MN
565490069

PO Box 69

Hawley

Maple Grove
MN
55369471 I

'12300 Elm Creel
Boulevard

PO Box 358
109 2nd Ave East
Halstad,
MN
565480358

Suite 1500
50 Soulh S¡xth Streer
M¡nneapol¡s,
MN
554021498

522 F¡rst Avenue

Two Harbors,
MN
55ô1 ô

MN
56431

120 Fißt Street NW

A¡tkin,

The Kalarìazoo Building
107 West Mich¡gan,

Floor
Kalamazoo,
MI
490074752

Company Name

lvi¡nnesota Power

OfÍce of the Attorney
Generâl-DOC

Otter Ta¡l Power Company

Hawley Publ¡c Utilitjes

Great River Energy

Red River Valley Coop
Power Assn

Dolsey & Wh¡tney LLP

City Of Two Harbors
Munjcjpal Gas

Aitkin Public Ut¡lities

CROCKËR & CROCKER

Emâil

canderson@allete.com

Julia.Anderson@ag.state. m
n. us

pbe¡thon@otpco.com

keberg@arvig.net

jbrekke@grenergy.com

Lt¡rorby@Minnkota.com

brown.andrew@dorsey.co
tït

dcluff@aitk¡nutilities.conl

Last Name

Andelson

Anderson

Beithon

Berg

Brekke

Brorby

Brown

Chañdler

Cluff

Crocker

F¡rst Nâme

Chr¡stopher

Julia

Peter

Kev¡n

Jon

Loren

B. Andrew

Dennis

Dave

Patrick D



Service List Namê

SPL_SL,*Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_.*Rulemãking
Energy

SPL_SL_ Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL,.*Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL*Rulemaking
Energy

SPL._.SL_-Rulemaking
Ênergy

SPL _SL__-.Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking -

Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking
Ênergy

SPL__SL_Rulemaking
Energy

View Trade Secrêt

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Êleclronìc Service

Electronic Service

Paper Seryice

Eleclronic Service

Electronic Service

Pâper Service

Paper Service

Address

225 Cedat P.ill St Ste 1 1 1

Mârlborough,
t\¡A
o1752

548400009

P.O. Box 9
104 South P¡ne
Grantsburg,

l!1N
55402

800 LaSalle Ave

f\,4 ¡nn ea pol is,

PO Box 431

Wadena,
MN
56482

MN
55946

709 Second Street

Kenyon,

MN
561 500900

301 Main Street
PO Box 1023
Lakefield,

85 7th Place F Ste 500

Saint Paul,
MN
551012'198

P.O. Box 99
'1410 NorthStar Drive
Zumbrota.
MN
559921091

MN
56201

PO Box 937
700 SW Litchfield
Willmar.

MN
561 68

P.A. Box227
136 N. Thopson
Rushmore,

Company Name

CTC Comnlunications
Corp. dlbla EañhLink
Business

Northwestern W¡scons¡n
Electr¡c Company

CenterPojnt Energy

Todd Wadena Êlectr¡c
Cooperative

Kenyon Mun¡c¡pâl Utilities

City Of Lakef¡eld

Department of Commerce

Goodhue County
Cooperative Electric

Willmar Mun¡cjpal Utitities

Rushmore Electric Dept.

Ema¡l

om
jcui@onecommun¡cations.c

davedah¡berg@nweco.com

jeffrey.dåugherty@centerp
o¡ntenergy.com

rdoege@toddwadenâ.coop

ut¡lity@cityofkenyon.conl

sharon.ferguson@state.mn
.us

df@gccea.com

BAÐEMAlLrushmore@cent
uryl¡nk. net

Last Name

Cui

Dahlberg

Daugherty

Doege

Eggert

Ërickso¡

Ferguson

F¡ngerson

Gomnl

Gruis

F¡rst Name

Jie

David

Jeffrey A.

Rob¡n

Randy

Mark

ShârÕn

Douglas

Bruce

Coleen

2



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL,*Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL-SL*Rulemâking -
Energy

SPL,,.SL *Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL-_SL __Rulemaking
Energy

SPL__ SL*Rulemaking
Energy

SPL*SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL_.Rulemâking ,
Energy

SPL,SL__Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking
Energy

SPL.*SL_Rulemak¡ng
Ênergy

View ïrâde Secret

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery lilethod

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seruice

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Êlectronic Seruìce
¡te

publicworks@nrtnìron.com City Of Mountain lron 8586 Enterpnse Dr¡ve
South

Paper Serv¡ce

Mountain lron,
fuN
55768

Address

Suite 1750
220 South S¡xth Stre€
Minneapol¡s,
MN
554021425

Su¡te 350
121 7th P¡ace East
St. Paul,
MN
551012147

PO Box 438
502 North Main
Mâhnomen,
MN
56557

500 'l st Avenue SW

Rochester,
MN
559023303

4300 220th Street

Farmington,
MN
550249583

414 Nicoller Malt FL 7

Minneapol¡s,
MN
55401 1993

Suite 202
1619 Dâyton Avenue
St. Paul,
MN
551 04

PO Box 430
4'12 - 8rh Sr. SW
Red Lake Falls,
MN
567500430

P.O. Box 190
209 Maine Avenue, S

106
Adrian,
MN
56110

Company Name

Kutak Rock LLP

Public Utilit¡es Commissiôn

Wild Rice Electric
Cooperative, lnc.

Southern M¡nnesota
Municrpal Power

Dakola Electric Assoc¡ation

Xcel Energy

lzaak Walton League of
America

Red Lake Electric
Cooperat¡ve lnc.

C¡ty of Adr¡an/Adr¡an PUC

Ema¡l

todd. guerrero@kutakrock.c
om

burl.hâar@state.mn.us

shaaven@m¡nnkota.corÌì

chintz@dakotaelectric.com

Regulatory. Records@xcele
nergy.com

ejensen@iwla.org

adrian_admin@iw.net

Last Name

Guerrero

Haar

Haäven

Hayes

Hintz

Hughes

Jensen

Kennedy

Klay

Kleinschmidt

F¡rst Name

Todd J

Burl W.

Steven J

Dân

Corey

T¡ffany

Eric

Ronnie

Donna

Don

3



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL*Rulemaking
Energy

SPL__SL__Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL._SL-_Rulemaktng
Energy

SPL_SL.**Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL-SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL*Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL-SL*Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL, _ Rulemaking
Energy

SPL_SL*Rulemaking
Energy

View Trade Sêcret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

No

Delivery Method

Paper Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Ëlectron¡c Seruice

Electronic Sêrvice

Electronic Service

Electronic Servlce

Electron¡c Seruice

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Address

SD
570420248

PO Box 248
203 W. Center Street
Madison,

Fergus Fa¡ls,
MN
565380496

215 S. Cascade Street, PO
Box 496

4000 East R¡ver Road NE

Rochester,
MN
5590ô281 3

PO Box 626
31 1 10 Cooperative
Rushlord.
MN
5597 1

MN
55Q24

4300 220th sr w

Farmington,

641 Prentice Street

Gran¡te Fâlls.
MN
56241 -1 598

P.O. Box 70

Thompson
IA
54478

215 South Câscade St.
P.O. Box 49ô
Fergus Falls,
MN
565380496

1400 BRM lower
445 Minnesota St
St. Paul.
MN
551 01 21 30

335 Th¡rd Street
PO Box 238
Brownton,
MN
5531 2-0238

Company Name

Heartland Consumers
Power District

Otter Tail Power Company

Rochester Public Ut¡l¡t¡es

Tri-County Electrjc
Cooperat¡ve

Dakota Electric Associat¡on

City of Granite Fa¡ls

Heatland Power
Cooperative

Otier Ta¡l Power Company

Off¡ce of the Attorney
General-RUD

Brownton Municipal Light
Pla nt

Ema¡l

hkonynenbelt@otpco.com

Ikosh¡re@rpu.org

bkrambeer@rec.coop

dlarson@dakotaelectric.co

bill.lavin@gran¡tefalls.com

.cô
m

ilegge@otpco.com

agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn. us

c.lindenìan@cityofbrownton
.com

Lâst Name

Knofczynsk¡

Konynenbelt

Koshire

Krambeer

Larson

Lav¡n

Leerar

Legge

Lindell

Lindeman

First Name

John

Heidi

Latry J.

Brian

Douglas

B¡l¡ aka WP

Jon

Jeff

Jôhn

Cynthia

4



Service List Name

SPL__SL_Rulenìaking
Energy

SPL*SL__Rulemak¡ng -

Energy

SPL_SL.*Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL__SL*Rulerìaking
Energy

SPL_SL__Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL*SL___Rulemak¡ng -
Energy

SPL _SL-*Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL*SL_Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaktng
Energy

SPL_SL__Rulemaking -
Energy

V¡ew Trade Secrei

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seru¡ce

Êlectronrc Seru¡ce

Paper Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Elêctronic Seru¡ce

Pâper Seru¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seruice

Address

823 7rh Sr E

St. Paul,
MN
551 06

MN
55446

18705 37th Ave. N.

Plymouth,

MN
55402

'150 S sth St Sie 2300

M¡nneapol¡s,

18 Main Ave. S.
PO Box M
Bagley,
MN
56621

MN
55402

33 South Sixth Street
Suite 4200
M¡nneapol¡s,

MN
55921

P.O. Box232
231 East Main Street
Caledonia,

103 Oak Street
Box 68
Danube,
MN
56230

41 1 Technology Drive
PO Box 488
Bem¡dj¡,
MN
5661 90488

ND
585050480

600 E. Boulevard Avenue
Stäte Câpital. 12th

Dept 408
Bismarck,

MN
56402

104 Jefferson Street North

Wadena,

Company Name

Energy CENTS Coalition

Stinson,Leonard. Street
LLP

Bagley Public Utilities

Stoel R¡ves LLP

City Of Caledon¡a Electric
Utility

Renville-S¡bley Cooperat¡ve
Power Assn

Beltrami Electric
Cooperal¡ve, lnc.

North Dakota Public
Service Comm¡ssiorì

Wadena Light And Water

Email

pam@energycenls.org

ksmcbr¡de@comcast.net

brian.meloy@st¡nsonleonar
d.com

N/A

apmoratzka@stoel.com

rnelson.calc¡ty@acegroup.c
c

dnewville@renville-
sibley.coop

dnitschk@nd.gov

Last Namê

Marsha¡l

McBride

Meloy

Monsrud

Moratzka

Nelson

Newv¡lle

Nieuwsma

N¡tschke

Robens

F¡rst Name

Pam

Kate

Brian

Michael

Robert

DeeAnne

Lynette

Daffell

Vernelì

5



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL-SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL* Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL,SL_Rulemaking
Energy

SPL_SL__Rulemâk¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL*.SL_*Rulemak¡ng -
Energy

SPL_SL*RUlemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL*Rulemaking
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking
Ênergy

SPL*SL_Rulemaking
Energy

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

NÔ

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Paper Seruice

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Paper Seryice

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Seruice

Electronic Service

Paper Seruìce

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Address

1ô08 NW 4th Street

Grand Rapids,
MN
55744

3724 W. Averê Dr¡ve
P.O. Box 88920
Sioux Falls.
SD
571O9892C)

215 So. Cascade St.
PO Box 49ô
Fergus Falls,
MN
565380496

MN
55350

225 M¡ch¡gan St. SE

Hutchrnson,

125 Êasl Seventh Street

Blue Earth
MN
5601 3

Pel¡can Rapids,
MN
56572

PO Box 643
1401 South

907 1 st Street

Princeton,
MN
55371

Public Works
Box 32
Ada,
MN
565'10

459 S Grove St

Blue Earth,
MN
5601 3-2629

123 Second Street West

Thief Rìver Falls
MN
56701

Company Name

Northwest Gas

M¡ssouri River Energy
Serv¡ces

Otter Tail Power Company

Hutchinson Ut¡l¡ties
Commissiôn

Blue Eañh L¡ght & Warer
Dept.

Lake Reg¡on Electric
Cooperative

Pr¡ncôton Publ¡c Util¡ties

C¡ty Of Ada

Central Minnesotâ
Municipal Power Agency

Northern Municipal Power
Agency

Ema¡l

mrgsimon@mrenergy.conl

rispangler@otpco.com

timothy. stoner@belw. org

nhompson@lrec.coop

dthompson@sherbtel.net

stevet@cmmpa.org

Last Name

Roy

S¡mon

Spângler, Jr

Spethman

Stoner

Thompson

Thompson

Thompson

Thompson

Tveitbakk

F¡rst Name

Joseph

Mrg

Ron

Patrick E

Tim

Tim

David

Lowêll

Steve

Daryl

6



Service L¡st Name

SPL*SL_Rulemak¡ng
Energy

SPL_SL_Rulemaking -
Energy

SPL_SL*Rulemâking -
Energy

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Paper Seruice

Address

1775 Lake Shady Ave S

Oronoco,
MN
55960-2351

'101 F¡rst Street SE
PO Box 96
Wells.
MN
560S7

'146 Third Avenue SE
Post Office Box 55
Blooming Prairle,
MN
55917

Company Name

People's Energy
Cooperat¡ve

Wells PuÞlic Ut¡l¡t¡es

Bloom¡ng Prairie Publ¡c
Ut¡lities

Email

fu elter@peoplesrec.corì1

Last Name

Welter

W¡gern

Wold

First Name

Frank

Ray H.

Sherry

7



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL SL Elecrr¡c Util¡ties

SPL,SL_ Ftectric Utitiries

sPL_SL*ElectÍic utilities

SPL,_SL_Electr¡c Utilities

sPL*SL__Etectric Utitities

sPL _SL_-Etectric utitities

SPL_-SL" ...Êlectric Ut¡t¡ties

SPL_SL*Etecrr¡c Utit¡t¡es

SPL SL Electric Utilities

SPL..,SL*Etectric Ut¡t¡ties

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Eiectronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Paper Sery¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Eleclronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Setuice

Address

PO Box 68

Nielsville,
MN
56568

423 3rd Avenue So.
PO Box 1007
Clear Lake,
SD
57226

PO Box 150
71 176 Tiell Dr¡ve
St. James,
MN
56081

MN
56520

420 Nebraska Avel

Breckenridge,

MN
56532

900 E Kraft Dr.
PO Box 40
Melrose,

MN
56308

6875 Counky Rd 28 SW

Alexandria.

MN
55303

14601 Ramsey Boulevard

Ramsey,

MN
55328

P.O. Box 65
11 Br¡dge Ave W
Delano.

MN
56479-2537

Staples Government
Center

30'1 znd Ave NE
Staples,

118 Fillmore St
PO Box 67
Peterson,
MN
55962

Company Namê

C¡ty of Nielsville

Ham¡in (HD) Elecrric Coop.

South Central Electric
Assoc¡at¡on

City of Breckenridge
Utilities

Stearns Electric Assn.

Runestone Electr¡c
Assoc¡at¡on

CONNEXUS ENERGY

Delano Munìcipâl Utilities

Staples Mun¡c. Water &
L¡ght Dept.

Peterson Êlectr¡c Dept.

Ema¡l

rasanava@rrv.net

ann¡eâ@h-delectric.coop

manderson@southcentralel
ectric.com

ravelsgard@breckenridgem
n. net

badema¡lrkckb@rea-
alp.com

rickb@reâ-alp.com

nâncyb@connexusenergy
com

hbecker@delanomn.us

dbendorf @ci.staples.mn.us

N/A

Last Name

Abentrôth

Aberle

Ande¡son

Avelsgard

Banke

Bânke

Basara

Becker

Bendorf

Benson

F¡rst Name

Stephanie

Mark

Roger

Rick

Rick

Nâncy

Hal

Doug

P



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL_Electric Util¡ties

SPL SL Electric Utiiities

sPL_SL_Electric utitities

sPL*SL*Electric utiliries

sPL SL Electr¡c Utitities

SPL SL E¡ectric Utilities

SPL--SL**Ëlectr¡c Util¡t¡es

SPL*SL ElectricUtit¡ties

sPL SL Electric Ut¡l¡t¡es

sPL_SL_Electric Utilities

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Êlectronìc Service

Electronic Service

Paper Setoice

Paper Seruice

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Seruice

Electronic Seru¡ce

Electronic Service

Fleclronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Address

PO Box 69

Hawley
MN
565490069

315 Main Avenue North
PO Box O
Eagley,
N¡N

5ô621'r001

1537 Broadway
PO Box 38
Bigelow,
MN
561 17-0038

B0 West Ashley St.

Jackson,
MN
56143

600 DeMers Ave. NW
PQ Box 322
East Grand Forks.
MN
567210322

Box 550
101 Front Street Soul
Barnesv¡lle,
MN
5651 4

2411 W. Bridge St
PO Box 485
Owatonna,
MN
55060-0485

PQ Box 358
109 2nd Ave East
Halstad,
MN
565480358

PO Box 69
77100 US H¡ghway 7
Jackson,
MN
56143

22636 US HIGHWAY 59
PO Box 788
Worth¡n9ton,
MN
561 87

Company Name

Hawley Publ¡c Ut¡lities

ClearwateÊPolk Eleciric

B¡gelow EIectr¡c Dept.

Jackson Electr¡c Light
Dept.

East Grand Forks Water &
L¡ght Dept.

Barnesville Telephone
Company

Steele-Waseca
Cooperative E¡ectdc

Red River Valley Coop
Power Assn

Federated Rurâl Êlectric
Assôc

Nobles Cooperat¡ve
Electric

Ema¡l

keberg@arvig.net

bbjerke@minnkota.com

N/A

BADEMAlLleremy-
boogerd@mnenergy.corn

dboyce@ci.east-grand-
torks. mn.us

mbrethorst@bvillemn. net

sbr¡ggs@swce.coop

Lbrorby@M¡nnkota.com

burud@federatedrea.coop

rburud@noblesce.com

Lâst Narne

Berg

Bjerke

Boneschans

Boogeld

Boyce

Brethorst

Br¡ggs

Brorby

Burud

Burud

F¡rst Nâme

Kev¡n

Bruce

Jodi

Jeremy

Dan

Michael

Sydney R.

Loren

R¡chard G

Richard G

2



Service L¡st Name

sPL_SL_Etecrric utilities

SPL SL ÊIECtr¡C UI¡I¡I¡ES

sPL_SL,.Elecrr¡c Ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL SL E¡ectric l.ltilities

SPL SL Electric Ut¡l¡ties

sPL*SL___Etectr¡c Ut¡lities

sPL_SL*Ëtecrric utit¡ties

sPL_SL_Electric utitit¡es

SPL,SL*EteÕtr¡c Ut¡t¡ries

sPL_SL _Electric utitities

V¡ew ïrade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Êlectron¡c Seruicê

Paper Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Address

305 East Luverne Street
PO Box 659
Luverne.
MN
561 56

PO Box ô30

Stephen,
MN
56757

305 North Mâin Street

Winthrop,
MN
55396

MN
56431

'120 First Street NW

A¡tk¡n,

PO Bôx72

Round Lakê
MN
561670072

316 Fillmore Street
P. O. Box 609
Alexändria,
MN
56308060S

PO Box 935

Alvarado,
MN
5671 0

548400009

P.O. Box 9
104 Soulh Pine
Grantsburg,

1 18 North '1st Avenue
PO Box 397
Truman,
MN
56088-0037

MN
55802

30 W Super¡or St

Duluth,

Company Name

Luverne Municipal Utilìties

Stephen Ëlectflc Light
Dept.

Winthrop Munic¡pal Electric
Plant

Aitkin Public Util¡t¡es

Round Lake Munrcipal
Utility

Alexandria Light and Power

Alvarado Electr¡c Dept.

Northwestern Wisconsin
Electric Conrpâny

Truman Municipal L¡ght
Plant

Minnesota Power

Ema¡l

jcall@c¡tyofluverne.org

BADEMAILbT¡an@w¡klel.co
nì

w¡nthrop@mchsi.corr

dclulf@aitk¡nut¡l¡t¡es.com

cityhall@roundlk. net

acrowser@rea-alp.com

N/A

davedahlberg@nweco.com

Juditpu@frontier.com

sdev¡nck@allete.com

Last Name

Call

Chr¡stensen

Clerk

Cluff

Consoer

Crowser

Dagoberg

Oahlberg

Dâvis

DeVinck

First Name

John

Br¡an

City

Dave

Sandy

Ken

Dâvid

Judy

Steve

3



Seroice L¡st Name

SPL_SL*Electr¡c Ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL_SL._- Electric Utilities

sPL._.SL__Elecrric utilities

SPL*SL_EIectric Utitities

SPL_SL*Etectr¡c Ur¡t¡t¡es

SPL SL Eleckic Ut¡lities

sPL -SL*Electric ut¡t¡t¡es

sPL SL Êtecrric utit¡ties

SPL SL Electric Utilihes

SPL_SL_Electric Utilìties

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delìvery Method

Paper Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronìc Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Servìce

Electronic Service

Address

MN
56093

508 South State Street

Waseca,

1554\wy2 I
Two Harbors,
mn
5561 6

MN
56482

PO Box 431

Wadena,

204 Shamrock Drive

Arlington,
MN
55307

228 N. Main Street
PO Box 176
LeSueur.
MN
5605801 76

MN
55336

123'1 Ford Avenue
PO Box 70
Glencoe,

709 Second Street

Kenyon,
MN
55946

P.O. Box 99
1410 Northstar Drive
Zumbrota.
MN
559921091

2400 Margaret St. N.

St. Pêul,
MN
551 09-3020

MN
559ô0-2351

1775 Lake Shady Ave S

Oronoco,

Company Name

Waseca Electric Utility

Cooperative Light and
Power

Todd Wadena Electr¡c
Cooperat¡ve

C¡ty of Arlington

LeSueur Mun¡cìpal Utilities

McLeod Cooperat¡ve
Power Assoc¡at¡on

Kenyon Municipal Utilities

Goodhuô County
Cooperat¡ve Eiectric

North St. Pâul City Hall

Peopies Energy
Cooperative

Ema¡l

N/A

Sdetlefsen@CLPower.com

rdoege@toddwadenâ.coop

ldonabauer(Ðarl¡n9ton mn.c
om

gdrent@c¡tyof¡esueur.com

debert@mcleodcoop.com

ut¡l¡ty@c¡tyofkenyon.conì

df@gccea.com

br¡an.frandle@c¡.north-
saint-paul.mn.us

egarry@peoplesrec.com

Last Name

Dept

Detlefsen

Doege

Donabauer

Drent

Ebert

Eggert

F¡ngerson

Frandle

Garry

F¡rst Name

F¡nânce

Spr¡ng

Robin

Ltza

Greg

Debbre

Randy

Douglas

Brian

Elaine

4



Service List Name

SPL SL Electr¡c Utitit¡es

SPL_.SL"*.Electr¡c Ut¡lities

sPL SL Ëlecrric utitities

SPL SL_Electr¡c Util¡ties

SPL*SL_ E¡ectrìc Utitities

SPL_SL_- Electric Utilities

SPL._SL-,. Electric Ut¡tit¡es

SPL_SL,-,Electr¡c Utilitles

sPL,SL._Ê¡ecrf ic utitities

SPL*SL__Electric Util¡t¡es

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

De¡ivery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Paper Setuice

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Address

227 S. Front Street

St. Peter
MN
56082

MN
56288-0040

8605 47rh Sr
PO Box 40
Spicer,

310 F¡rst North Street

New Ulm,
MN
56073

53718

4902 N. Bilinìore Lane

lvladison,

315 Madison Ave

Ortonville,
M¡nnesota
56278

MN
56364

PO Box 367

Piee,

P.Q. Box227
'136 N. Thopson
Rushmore,
MN
561 68

444 gth Street

Windom
MN
561 01

MN
56557

PO Box 438
502 North Mâin
Mahnonlen,

PO Box 458

Worthington,
MN
561 870458

Company Name

St. Peter Mun¡cipal Utilitíes

Kandiyohi Power
Cooperat¡ve

New Ulm Publ¡c Utilities
Commission

lnterstate Power and Light
Company

Ortonv¡lle Light & Water
Dept.

Pjerz Municipâl Utìlìties

Rushrnore Electric Dept.

Windom Municipal Ut¡l¡t¡es

Wild Rice Eleclric
Cooperative, lnc.

Worth¡n9ton Public Utiilties

Emâi¡

lew¡sg@sâintpetermn.gov

badema¡ld. george@kpcoop
.cônì

gary.gleisner@c¡.new-
ulm.mn.us

m¡chaelgre¡veldinger@alliâ
ntenergy.com

finance@cityofortonville.org

pierz@midconetwork.com

BADEMAlLfushmore@cent
urylink. net

winutl@wìndom-mn.com

shaaven@m¡nnkota.com

com
shain@worthingtonut¡l¡ljes.

Last Name

Geisking

George

Gleisner

Gre¡vôldinger

Grossman

Gruber

Gruis

Grunig

Haaven

Ha¡n

F¡rst Name

L,G.

David J.

Gâry J

Michael

Charleeo

Anna

Coleen

Marv

Steven J.

Scott

5



Serv¡ce List Name

SPL_SL_Eleckic Utilit¡es

SPL_SL*Electric Utitities

SPL_SL* Etectric Ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL_SL*_Electric Utilities

SPL,SL_ Electr¡c Ut¡tiries

sPL-_SL_Etecrric U titities

SPL,_SL_Electric Utilities

SPL_ SL,_Electric Utilities

SPL*SL*.Electr¡c Ut¡l¡t¡es

sPL*SL*Electr¡c Util¡ties

V¡ew ïrade Secret.

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Ëlectron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Eiectronic Service

Electron¡c Seruice

Paper Seru¡ce

Electronìc Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Servtce

Address

MN
56296

PO Box 66

Wheaton,

PO Box 188
145 E 1st St
NeMolden,
MN
56738-01 88

205 West Center Street

Lake City,
MN
55041

PO Box 94

Du nnell
MN
56127

100 E. RobinsÕn Street
P.O. Box 86
Lake Crystal,
l\,'lN

56055008ô

PO Box 526

Redwood Falls,
MN
562830526

24386 Stare Hwy 4
PO Box 529
Sleepy Eye,
MN
56085-0529

Hwy 169 South
PO Box I
Mankâto,
MN
56001

MN
55965

PO Box 657

Preston,

PO Box '1079

Êlbow Lake,
MN
56531

Company Name

Cooperat¡ve lnc.
Traveße Elecrtc

Newfolden Ëlectr¡c Dept.

City of Lake C¡ty

Dunnell Light & Water

Lake Crystal Municipal
utilifies

Redwood Fâlls Publ¡c
Ut¡lit¡es

Brown County Rural
Electr¡c Assn.

Blue Earth-N¡collet.
Faribault Cooperat¡ve
(BENCo)

Preston Public Utilit¡es

Elbow Lake Munrcipal
Electric Dept.

Email

chalverson@traverseelectri
c.cônl

neMolden@wiktel.com

rharkins@c¡. lake-city. nln.us

dunnell@bevcomm.net

lcc¡ty@h¡ckorytech. nel

cheins@ci.redwood-
falls.mn.us

N/A

whensel@benco.org

jhoflrnan@prestonmn.org

c¡tyhall@runestone. net

Last Name

Halverson

Hânsen

Harkins

Hârtung

Hauge

Heins

Hensel

Hensel

Hoffman

Holsen

F¡rst Name

Clayton

Tammy

Rhondâ

Dawn

Robert J.

Charles

Wãde

WR

Joe

jeffrey

ô



Sôruice List Name

SPL_SL__Electr¡c Utilit¡es

SPL._SL*Electric Ut¡tit¡ês

SPL_SL_Electr¡c Utilities

SPL-SL _ Electric Utilities

SPL,SL_Ëlectrìc Utitities

SPL SL Êlecrric Util¡t¡es

SPL-SL _Ëlêctr¡c Ut¡t¡t¡es

sPL.-SL___EIectric Utitities

SPL_SL *Electr¡c Utilities

sPL*SL__Etectrìc Utitit¡es

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

NÕ

No

No

Ðelivery Method

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Êlectronrc Service

Eleclronìc Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Electron¡c Service

Electrônic Seruice

Paper Serurce

Address

60 P¡ne Street

Clements
MN
502¿4

P.O. Box 7'19

Baudette,
MN
56623

4'14 Nicollet Mall FL 7

Minneapolis
r!1N

55401 1993

18 Ma¡n Avenue South
PO Box M
Bagley,
MN
56621

4'l 2 lnternational drive
PO Box 430
Red Lake Falls,
MN
56750

14 North Marshâll Avenue

Spr¡ngf¡eld,
MN
56087

225 3rd Avenue SW
PO Box 488
HaÍrnony,
MN
55939

PQ Box 228
320 East Highway 12
Benson,
MN
5621 5

556 Fißt Avenue
PO Box 308
Westbrook,
t\¡N
561830308

15 E. 4th Ave.

Ada,
MN
5651 0-1 281

Company Name

Redwood Ëlectric
Cooperat¡ve

North Star Electric

Xcel Energy

Bagley Public Util¡ties
Commission-elêc

Red Lake Electric
Cooperat¡ve, lnc.

Springfield Public Utilities

Harniony Water & Light

Agralite Elecrric
Cooperative

Westbrook Municipal L¡ght
And Power

Ada Water & L¡ght Dept.

Fmãil

rhorman@redwoodelectnc.
com

danh@wiktel.com

Regulâtory. Records@xcele
nergy.com

mjensen@bagleymn.us

rjohanneck@minnkota.com

utilit¡es@newulmtel.net

N/A

kjohnson@agralite.com

djutling@centurytel.net

N/A

Last Name

Horman

Hoskins

Hughes

Jensen

Johanneck

Johnson

Johnson

Johnson

Juttìng

Kãppes

F¡rst Name

Ronâld

Dan

T¡ffany

Michael

Roger

Scott

Chris

Koru¡n

Denn¡s

John



Serv¡ce List Name

SPL SL Elecrr¡c Utilities

SPL SL Electric Utilities

sPL_SL_Êtectf ic Util¡ries

sPL SL Elecrfic utit¡t¡es

sPL_SL*Electr¡c Ut¡tit¡es

sPL_SL-_-Electr¡c Utilit¡es

SPL SL__Electric Util¡t¡es

sPL_SL *Electric Utitities

SPL_SL_Electric Utilities

SPL SL Electr¡c Ut¡lit¡es

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Êlectron¡c Service

Electron¡c Servìce

Electronic Seruìce

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Êlectronic Seruice

Paper Serv¡ce

Electronic Se¡r'ice
Ly

Electron¡c Service

Address

PO Box 276
ô28 Atlant¡c Avenue
Kandiyoh¡,
MN
56251-0276

146 3rd Ave SE
PO Box 55
Blooming Pra¡r¡e.
MN
5591 7

522 1 st Ave

Two Harbors,
MN
5561 6

PO Box 50

Warroad
MN
5ô763

PO Box 70

St. James,
MN
56081 -0070

PO Box 1023

Lakelield,
MN
56'150

4000 East River Road NE

Rochester,
MN
559062813

Hwy 371 North
PO Box 507
Brainerd,
MN
5ô401

PO Box 626
31 110 Cooperat¡ve \i\
Rushford,
MN
55971

-11 1 North Main Street

Dundee,
MN
56131-1178

Company Name

Kand¡yohi Public Util¡tìes

Bloonl¡ng Prâirie Publ¡c
Util¡t¡es Commission

Two Harbors Water & Light
Dept.- Êlectrjc

Wanoad Munìcrpal Power
& Light Dept.

St. James L¡ght & Water
Dept.

Lâkefield Public Utilities

Rochester Putrl¡c Uti¡ities

Crow Wing Coopemt¡ve
Power & Light Ço.

Tr¡-County Electric
Cooperative

City of Dundee Light &
Power

Emãil

kandiyohi@front¡er.com

rdkbppu@frontiernet.net

lkleintharbors@front¡ernet.n
et

c¡tysupt@mncable. nei

Adam.koch@c¡.stjanìes.mn
.us

ut¡lities@lâkef¡eldmn.com

lkosh¡re@rpu.org

N/A

Þkrambeer@tec.coop

cityof dundee@swwnet. com

Last Name

K¡drowsk¡

K¡ttelson

Klein

KIe¡nschmidt

Koch

KÕep

Koshire

Kraemer

Krambeer

Krueger

Firsl Name

Susan

Richard

Lee

Ron

Adam

Jim

Larry J.

Bruce L.

Brian

Sara



Service List Name

sPL_SL.__Electric ut¡tities

SPL SL Electrìc Utilities

SPL SL Etectric Utiliries

SPL._SL*Electric Uril¡t¡es

sPL*SL_Electric utitit¡es

sPL SL Êlectr¡c utitities

SPL_SL ElectricUtilities

SPL_SL_Etectric Utiiities

SPL_SL*Electric Ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL_SL_Eleck¡c Ut¡l¡ties

V¡ew Trade Secret

N0

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Paper Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seru¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Seruice

Address

Box 61 1

Alb¡ert Lea,
MN
56007

PO Box 55
246'1orh St
Brewster,
MN
561 1 9-0055

301 Centt"l Avenue

Nashwauk,
MN
55769

MN
55753

PO Box 190

Keewat¡n,

209 East Chapman Street

Elv,
MN
55731

210 Atlantic Ave
PO Box 98
Grove City,
t\,4N

56243

MN
56542

220 E lst St.
PO Box 239
Fosslon,

641 Prent¡cè Street

Granite Falls,
MN
56241,1598

215 South Cascâde St
P.O. Box 496
Fergus Falls,
MN
565380496

61B Second Street, South
P.O. Box 1048
Vìrginia,
t\,4N

55792

Company Name

Freeborn-Mower
Cooperative Services

Brewster Êlectric Light &
Power Dept.

Nâshwauk Public Util¡t¡es

Keewatin Public Util¡t¡es

Ely Light & Wâter Dept.

Grove C¡ty Electric Dept.

Fosslon Munic¡pal Ut¡l¡t¡es

City of Gran¡te Fâlls

Otter Tail Power Company

V¡rg¡n¡a Dept. Of Publ¡c
Utilities

Êmail

jkrueger@fmcs.coop

BADE MAI Lcityofbrewsterm
n@roundlk.net

nashwaukcityhall@mchsi.c
Õm

N/A

elyod@elV.mn.us

BADE MAILcìtyofg rovecity
@earthlink.net

dâve.larson@fosston.com

bill.lav¡n@9ran¡tefalls.com

jlegge@otpco.com

general@vpuc.com

Last Name

Krueger

Kruse

LâBine

Labine

Langowski

Larsen

Larson

Lavin

Legge

Leon¡

F¡rst Name

Greg

Pamela

Mike

Harold

Sharon

Davìd

B¡ll aka WP

Jeff

Terry

9



Service L¡st Namê

SPL*SL_Electric Utitities

sPL_,SL_*Etectfic utitities

sPL SL Elecrric ulilities

SPL_SL_Electric Ut¡l¡ties

SPL*SL_Ëlectric Utit¡t¡es

sPL_SL.*_Eteclric Utitities

SPL_SL_Electr¡c ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL*SL__-Elecrr¡c Ut¡tities

SPL SL Electric Utitiries

SPL_SL_Etectric Utitities

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Seruice

Paper Service

Paper Service

Paper Service

Paper Service

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Electronic Service

Address

'i00 Pionk Drive

Proctor
MN
5581 0

MN
5531 2-0238

335 Third Street
PO Box 238
Brownton,

1009 West L¡ncoln Avenue

Olivia,
MN
56277

1 30 2nd Avenue NW
PO Box 408
SIeepy Eye,
MN
56085

MN
55708

PO Box A

Biwab¡k,

16 South Broadway
PO Box 368
Gilbert,
MN
55741 0368

Grand Rapids Service
Center

2810 Elida Drive
Grand Rap¡ds,
MN

PO Box 125

Jordan,
MN
55352-01 25

PO Box 704

Buhl,
MN
5571 3

MN
55949

RR2 Box 2105

Lanesboro,

Company Name

Proctor Public Util¡ties
Comm

Brownton Municipal L¡ght
Plant

Ol¡v¡a Municipal Wâter &
L¡ght Dept

Sleepy Eye Public Ut¡l¡tìes
Commission

Biwabik Public Utilit¡ãs

G¡lbert Water, L¡ght &
Water Dept.

Lake Country Power

Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative

Buhl Water L¡ght Heat &
Bldg. Comm.

City of Whalan

Email

clind@c¡.proctor.mn.us

c.lindemân@c¡tyofbrownton
.coni

gregl@ol¡via. mn.us

N/A

N/A

BADEMAlLgarymackley@g
jlbertmn.org

gerrym@mvec.net

N/A

melander@acegroup.cc

Last Name

L¡nd

L¡ndeman

Lippert

Logue

Lowell

Mackley

Manager

Mareck

Markas

Melander

First Name

Carol

Cynthiâ

Greg

david

Terry

Gary

General

Gerald

John

Lolly

10



Service List Name

SPL_SL_ Elecrr¡c Ut¡t¡ties

SPL SL Electric Utilities

sPL*SL-_Etectric utilities

SPL,-SL EtectricUiilities

SPL_.SL_Electr¡c ulilities

sPL*SL_Etectric utitities

sPL_SL_Electr¡c Ut¡tù¡es

SPL_SL*Etectr¡c ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL,SL Elecrr¡cUr¡t¡t¡es

sPL_SL*Etectric utilities

View frade Secret

No

No

NÔ

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electrorìic Service

Electron¡c Seruìcê

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Êlectronic Seruice

Paper Service

Electronrc Service

Arrowhead Electr¡c Coop.,
lnc.

PO Box 39

Lutsen,

Paper Servìce

MN
5561 2-0039

Address

1725 US Hwy 12 E. Suite
100

PO Box 68
L¡tchfìeld,
MN
55355

305 1 'l th Street East

Glencoe,
MN
5s336

20 Maine Avenue

Adrian,
MN
56110

126 Marshâll Avenue North

Litchfield
MN
55355

4300 220th Street West

Farmington,
MN
55024

P.O. Box 418
401 Douglas Ave
Moose Lâke,
MN
55767

PO Box 192

Park Rapids,
MN
56470

24 Abbot Avenue S.W.
POBox26
l\,4adel¡â

MN
560620026

'1 12 West Ma¡n
Box 328
Ceylon,
MN
5612'l

Company Name

Meeker Cooperative Light
And Power

Glencoe L¡ght and Power
Conlmission

Adrian Public Utilit¡es

L¡tchfield Public Ut¡l¡ties
Comn.ì¡ssion

Dakota Electric Assoc¡at¡on

Ì!,loose Lake Water And
Light Commiss¡on

Itâsca-Mantrap Coop.
EIectr¡c Assn.

Madel¡a Municipal Light &
Power

Ceylon Water & L¡9ht Dept.

Ema¡l

tmergen@meeker.coop

dave@glencoelightandpow
er.com

tmille12@¡w.net

Þrucem¡ller@c¡.1¡tchfield. mn
.us

gmiller@dakolaelectr¡c.com

debmohelski@mlwl.us

mmonsrud@ìtasca-
mantrap.com

cityofceylon@frontiemet. ne

Jeanne Muntean N/A

Last Name

Mergen

Meyer

M¡ller

Miller

M¡ller

Mohelsk¡

Monsrud

Moses

Muller

First Name

Tinl

Dav¡d

Terrânce

Bruce

Gregory C.

Deb

M¡chael

Steve

Mary

11



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

sPL*SL_Etecrric Utilities

SPL_SL_,Electric Urilit¡es

SPL,SL Electricutitilies

SPL SL Electr¡c Ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL_SL*Electric Utilities

SPL_SL* Êlectric Util¡t¡es

SPL_.SL*Electric Ut¡lities

sPL_ SL- Electr¡c Utitities

SPL_SL*Electric Utilities

SPL SL Electric Utilities

View Trade Secret

No

No

NÔ

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

De¡ivery Method

Paper Seruice

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Servrce

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Paper Seruice

Electron¡c Service

Paper Seruice

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Address

1015 2nd Avenue
Drawer C
Mountain Lake
MN
561 59

MN
55746

'1902 E 6th Ave

H¡bbing,

P.O. Box 230

Aitkin,
MN
56431

Power & Light Dept.
Box 528
Thief R¡ver Falls
MN
56701

MN
55954

Box 425

Mabel,

MN
56581

PO Box 126

Shelly,

18 First St SE
PO Box K
Fa irfax,
MN
55332-091 1

231 Ëâst Main Street
PO Box 232
Caledonia,
MN
55921

'100 Downtown Plz.
PO Box 751
Fairnont,
MN
5603'r-0751

103 Oak Street
Box 68
Danube,
MN
5ô230

Company Name

Mountain Lake Municipal
Utilities

Hibbing Public Utìlìties

Mille Lâcs Electric
Cooperative

C¡ty of Thief R¡ver Falls

Mabel Public Utilities

Shelly Electr¡c Dept.

Fairfax Munic¡pal Ut¡lit¡es

Caledon¡a L¡ght & Water
Dept.

City of Fa¡rmont

Renville-Sibley Cooperative
Power Assn

Email

N/A

garym@hpuc.com

BADEMAIL-
ralphm@mlecmn.com

dnarlock@citytrf .net

N/A

N/A

fairfax@mchsi.com

N/A

tnenrmers@fa¡rnlont.org

dnewville@renville-
s¡bley.coop

Last Name

Murphy

Myers

Mykkanen

Narlock

Narum

Neil

Nelson

Nelson

Nemmers PE

Newville

First Name

Luayn

Gary

Râlph D.

Daie

J

Jodean

Eric

Robert

Troy

DeeAnne

12



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL_*Electr¡c util¡ties

sPL_SL._Electric utit¡ties

sPL SL Electric ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL SL Eleck¡c Utitit¡es

SPL.-SL_Electric Utilites

SPL* SL__Etectr¡c Ut¡¡¡t¡es

SPL-.SL__-Eleclr¡c Ut¡t¡t¡es

sPL*SL_, .Etectric ut¡tiries

SPL_SL Etectr¡c Utitities

sPL_SL*Etecrric ut¡lities

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electron¡c Service

Paper Service

Flectronic Serv¡ce

Pâper Seruice

Paper Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Paper Seruice

Address

400 Fourth Street NE

Ausl¡n,
MN
55912

700 L¡tchfield Avenue SW
P.O. Box 937
Willmar,
MN
56201

702 South lst Street

Estherv¡lle,
IA
51334-1890

PO Box 227

Bigfork,
MN
56628

830 Whitewater Avenue

St. Charles,
MN
55972

1411 Pãcific Avenue

Benson,
MN
5621 5

MN
56475

PO Box 229
525 Pacific Avenue
Randall,

6388 lVaple Street

North Branch,
MN
55056

1025 Roosevelt Avenue
PO Box 647
Detroit Lakes,
MN
56501

PO Box 239

Lake Park,
MN
56554

Company Name

Austin Utilil¡es

Willmar Munic. Ut¡l¡ties
Comm.

lowa Lakes Ëlectric
Cooperative

North ltasca Electdc
Cooperative, lnc.

St. Charles Light & Water
Dept.

Benson Water & Light
Dept.

Randall Municipal Gas

North Branch Municipal

Detro¡t Lakes Publ¡c
Utilit¡es Comnì¡ssion

Lake Park Utilities

Ema¡l

markn@austinut¡l¡ties.conr

N/A

rolesen@ilec.coop

N/A

N/A

N/A

randallcity@braine¡d.nei

nbwlmark@wìndstream.net

N/A

N/A

Last Name

Nibaur

Nitchals

Olesen

Ortman

Pasche

Pedersen

PeteÍschick

Petsche

Punt

Qualley

F¡rst Name

Mark

Michâel

Rick

J.

Sandra

Glen

Gerald

Mårk

Curt

Don

'13



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL*SL__- Elecklc Utilitìes

sPL*SL__Ëtecrric ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL*SL__Electric Ut¡lities

sPL_SL Elecrricutitir¡es

sPL_SL*Etectric uriliries

SPL,SL Etectr¡cUt¡l¡t¡es

SPL_SL*Etectric Utilities

SPL SL E¡ecrric Utitities

sPL*SL_Etectr¡c Ut¡t¡ties

SPL SL Electric Utilities

View Trâde Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delìvery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seruice

Paper Seruice

Electron¡c Service

ElectÍon¡c Service

Electronic Setu¡ce

Electron¡c Serv¡ce

Paper Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Address

1 1 I Central Avenue Norlh

New Prague,
t\¡N
560',21

406 North Minnesota Street

PO Box 108
Warren,
MN
5676201 08

MN
56402

104 Jefferson Street Nodh

Wadena,

101 N. Mott, Box 0

Janesville,
MN
56048061 7

6875 Country Rd 28 SW

Alexândria,
MN
56308

1 1 3 4th Street South

Marshall,
MN
56258

MN
55971

PO Box 430

Rushford,

PO Box 1 10

Eitzen
MN
55931

MN
5656.1 0779

500 Cedar Avenue
PO Box 779
Moorhead,

101 Lake Street S.

Mora,
MN
55051 -1 588

Company Name

New Prague Utilit¡es
Comrriss¡on

PKM Elêctr¡cal Cooperative

Wadena L¡ght And Water

Janesv¡lle Utilitìes

Runestone Electr¡c Assn.

Marshall Mun¡cipal Utilities

Rushford Electr¡c Dept

F¡tzen Public Util¡t¡es

Moorhead Public Service

l\4ora Public Ut¡l¡t¡es
Commission

Ema¡l

bre¡mers@ct.new-
prague. mn.us

clinlonmrogers@hotmail.co
m

Rrooney@rea-alp.com

bradr@marshallutilit¡es,co
m

rushford@acegroup.cc

N/A

mps@mpsutil¡ty.com

l.dhe¡n@cityofmora.com

Last Name

Rermers

Riesen

Roberts

Rogers

Rooney

Roos

Sarvi

Schuldt

Schwandt

Serv¡ce

First Nâme

Bruce

Charles

Vernell

Clinton M.

Ryan

Brad

Steve

Steve

W¡ll¡âm E.

Offìciâl

14



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL_SL_Elecrric Uriliries

SPL -SL Êlectric Ut¡l¡ties

SPL SL_Elecric ut¡tities

SPL -SL_Electric Utit¡ties

SPL*SL_,Êlectr¡c Uti¡¡ties

sPL_SL_Etectr¡c Ut¡tities

SPL_SL Electricut¡l¡ties

SPL_SL__Ëtecrr¡c Ut¡tit¡es

SPL*SL_Electr¡c Utilities

SPL_SL-_*Etectr¡c Utit¡r¡es

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Paper Seruice

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Paper Service

Electronic Service

Eiectron¡c Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Paper Service

Paper Seryice

Address

MN
55060

P.O. Box 800
208 South Walnut
Owatonna,

MN
55006

412 Norlh Main

Braham,

MN
56050

PO Box 218

Kasota,

1'151 Highland Scen¡c
Drive

PO Box 373
Brainerd.
MN
56401 -0373

po box 488

Bemjdji,
Mn
5661 9

PO Box 430

Elk River,
MN
55330-0430

P O Box 21ô

Colman,
5U
570170216

104 South Sect¡on Avenue

Spring Valley,
MN
55975

118lstAveNW
PO box 218
Spring Grove,
MN
55974021 I

MN
55350

225 M¡chigan St. SE

Hutch¡nson,

Company Name

Owatonna Publ¡c Ut¡l¡ties

East Central Energy

Kasota Electric Lìght Dept.

Brainerd Water & Light
Dept.

Beltrâm¡ Electric
Cooperat¡ve

Elk R¡ver Municipal Ut¡l¡t¡es

Sioux Valley -
Southwestern Ëlec Cooop
I nc.

Spring Valley Publ¡c
Ut¡l¡t¡es Comm.

Spring Grove Mun¡c. Ut¡l¡ty

Hutchinson Ut¡lit¡es
Commission

Email

steve.shurts@ecemn.conì

N/A

N/A

ssletten@beltramielectr¡c.c
om

tslominski@elkriverutilit¡es.

ted.snìith@s¡ouxvalleyener
gy.com

wave.net
BADEMAlLsvut¡l@nryclear

N/A

Last Name

Shuns

Shurts

Sickler

Sjolund

Sletten

Slom¡nski

Smith

Smith

Solberg

Spethman

First Name

Stephen

Steve

Rosie

Walter

Sidney

Thereså

Ted

Stu

Lyn

Pak¡ck E.

15



Serv¡ce List Name

SPL SL Etectric ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL_SL*Êtectric Utilities

SPL_SL_Electr¡c Ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL,SL ElectrirUtilities

SPL_SL*Electnc Utilit¡es

sPL._SL*Electf ic Ut¡tities

SPL*SL..__Electric Utilities

SPL_SL Etectricutilities

sPL SL Êtectric ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL,SL ElectricUt¡lit¡es

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

NÔ

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Servìce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Ëlectronic Service

Ëlectron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Paper Service

Electronic Service

Address

mn
56751

po box 1 00

Roseau,

212 Centrâl Avenue

Buffalo,
MN
5531 3

125 East Seventh Street

Bluê Earth,
MN
5601 3

101 Main Street South
P.O. Box'128
Sâuk Centre,
MN
56378

PO Box 550
101 Front St S
Barnesv¡lle,
MN
56514

15 Broâdway North
PO Box 600
Grand Marais,
[/lN
55604

PO Box 548

Baudette,
MN
cÞÞzJ

Pelican Rap¡ds,

PO Box 643
'1401 South

MN
56572

St. Ansgar

PO Box 70

IA
50472

MN
55949

PO Box 333

Lanesboro,

Company Name

Roseau Electric Coop., lnc.

City of Buffalo Municipal
Electr¡c

Blue Earth Ljght & Water
Dept.

Sâuk Centre Public Util¡ties
Comm¡ss¡on.

Barnesville Munic¡pal
Telephone Company

Grand Marais Publ¡c
Ut¡lit¡es Comnì.

Baudette Munic¡pal L¡ght
Plant

Lake Region Electr¡c
Cooperative

Cedar Valley Rural Electric
Coop.

Lanesboro Public Utilities
Commission

Ema¡l

rsp¡cef@roseauelectnc.coo
p

loseph.steffel@c¡.buffalo.m
n. us

t¡mothy.stoner@belw.org

martys@scpuc.com

gswenson@bvillemn.net

mtâylor@boreal.org

gtaylor@mncable.net

tthompson@lrec.coop

N/A

lanesboro@acegroup.cc

Last Name

Spicer

Steffel

Stoner

Sunderman

Swenson

Taylor

Taylor Jr

Thompson

Thompson

Todd

F¡rsi Name

Randy

Joseph

T¡m

Many

Guy

Mike

GB

Tim

Jerry

Dav¡d

16



Serv¡ce List Name

SPL_SL*EIecf ic Utitities

SPL,SL ElectricUt¡tit¡es

SPL.-SL*Electric Utilities

SPL,SL___Electric Utitities

SPL_SL_Electric Utitities

SPL-_SL*Electric Ut¡l¡t¡es

SPL ..SL_-Êlectr¡c Ut¡lties

SPL_ SL_Electflc Utilities

sPL SL Electric utilities

sPL_SL_Eteclric uritities

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

NÕ

No

No

Delivery Method

Paper Service

Paper Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Paper Sery¡ce

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Pâper Seruice

Paper Service

Paper Service

Paper Service

Address

255 Saraz¡n Si.

Shakopee,
MN
55329

MN
56751

100 2nd Avenue
PO Box 307
Roseau,

MN
553730330

6800 Electric Dr¡ve
P.O. Box 330
Rockford,

8586 Enterpr¡se Dr¡ve So.

N4ountain ¡ron,
MN
55768-8260

MN
56265

PO Box 248
501 S 1sr St
Montevideo,

MN
5537 1

907 1st Street

Pr¡nceton,

V¡llâge Hail
PO Box 658
Grand Rapids,
MN

101 First Street SE
PO l3ox 96
Wells,
MN
56097

PO Box 398
230 N Tyler St
Tyler,
MN
561780452

120 E. Br¡dge Ave

Warren,
MN
56762

Company Name

Shakopee Public Ut¡lities

Roseau Mun¡c. Power
Plant

Wright Hennepin Coop.
Electric Assn.

Mounta¡n lron Light &
Water Dept.

Minnesota Valley Coop
Light and Power

Princeton Public Utiliiies
Conrmission

Grand Rap¡ds Public
Utilities Commission

Wells Publ¡c Utilìt¡es

ïyler Munic. Ltght & Power
Dept.

Warren Light & Power
Dept. - Electric

Email

N/A

NIA

N/A

BADÉMAlLcwaino@c¡.mou
ntain-iron.mn.us

bwalsh@mnvalleyrec.com

cwangen@pr¡ncetonut¡lities
.com

N/A

N/A

bademai ljwohler@wa rrenm
innesota.cont

Last Name

Vân Hout

Viekaryous

Vôgt

Wa¡nio

Walsh

Wangen

Ward

Wigern

Williâms

Wohlers

F¡rst Name

Louis

Jim

Mark F

Craig

Robert

Connie

AT

Ray H

Bruce

Jeff

17



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL_SL_Electric Ut¡t¡t¡es

SPL SL Electric Utilit¡es

SPL_SL_,E¡ectric Ul¡¡¡t¡es

SPL_SL*Electr¡c Ut¡lit¡es

V¡ew Trade Sedet

No

No

No

No

Ðelivery Method

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Serv¡ce

Paper Sery¡ce

Electron¡c Seru¡ce

Address

660 V¡ctoriå Dr

Chaska,
MN
55318

2015 'lst Avenue N

Anoka,
MN
55303

PO Box 97

A1pha,
MN
56111

401 F¡frh st. sE

Kasson,
MN
55944

Company Name

City of Chaska Electric
Department

Anoka Water, Light Dept.

Alpha Electric Dept.

City Of Kasson ELECTRIC
Dept.

Ema¡l

jworm@chaskamn.com

Lyager@c¡.anoka.mn.us

N/A

f¡nancedept@c¡tyof kasson.
com

Last Name

Worm

Yager

Yôrk

Zaworsk¡

First Name

Jack

Lor¡

L¡nda

Nancy

tÕ



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL_ lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_.SL_ -lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*.lndependent
Power Producers

SPL*SL -_lndependent
Power Ptoducêrs

SPL_SL_lndependenr
Power Producers

SPL_SL._lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*lndêpendent
Power Producers

SPL*SL_independent
Power Pfoducers

SPL SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL,-SL___lndependent
Power Producers

View Trâde Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Þelivery Method

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Paper Seruice

Electronlc Service

Paper Seruice

Paper Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Paper Seryice

Address

'103 Front Street

Schenectady,
NY
1203s

N/A

150 South Fifth Street,
Su¡te 2300

Minneapolis.
MN
55402

418 Cêntral Avenue

Esterv¡lle.
IA
51334

Suite 1500
50 South Sixth Street
M¡nneâpolis,
MN
554021498

MN
55402

Dorsey & Whitney
50 South Sixth

1500
Mir¡neapolis,

PO Box 33

Parkers Pra¡rie,
MN
56361

NY
1 001 9-5905

'1700 Broadway FL 35

New York,

MN
55402

706 2nd Ave S
Suìte 1200
M¡nneapolis,

TX
77002

808 Travis Street, Ste 700

Houston,

TX
77002

Suite 700
808 Travis St.
Houston,

Company Name

Butfalo Ridge Power
Partners LLC

Quantum Energy

Leonard Street & Deinard

Northstar Transmiss¡on
LLC

Doßey & Whitney LLP

Calp¡ne Corporation

Prairie Wind Energy, LLC

LS Power Corporation

Nat¡onal Wind, LLC

FPL Ênergy Mower County,
LLC

High Prairie W¡nd Farnl ll,
LLC

Email

ebachmeyer@globalwinds.
com

mbeckner@quantumug.co
m

james.bertrând@leonard.c
om

ala n. blu m@blum ândleonar
d.com

brown.andrew@dorsey.co
m

N/A

tjabcad@midwest¡nfo.net

N/A

Þadema¡lwcooksey@nat¡on
alwind.cofft

bob.crowell@hor¡zonwind.c
om

N/A

Last Name

Bachmeyer

Beckner

Bertra nd

Blum

Brown

Brown

Carlson

Contact

Cooksey

Crowell

Crowell

First Name

Frich

M¡ke

James J.

Alan

B. Andrew

B. Andrew

Terry L

Regulatory

wiil

Robert

Roberl



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL*SL__lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_ SL-*lndependent
Power Producers

SPL--SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL SL lndependent
Powef Producers

SPL SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL-"SL*lndependent
Power Producers

View ïrade Secret

No

NÔ

l\o

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Service

Paper Señice

Paper Seruice

Electronic Seruice

u¡te

Paper Setuice

Ëlectronic Serv¡ce

Paper Seruice

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Address

201 Ridgewood Avenue

Minneapol¡s,
MN
554033508

c/o Avant Energy
220 South S¡xth Stre€

Suìte 1300
Minneapolis,
MN
554û2

200 South 6th Street
Suite 300
Minneapolis,
MN
55402

c/o Renewable Energy
Systems Americas lnc.

11101 W. 120th Ave f
400

Broomfield,
CO
80021

201 I Êast Thomas Avenue

Milwaukee,

53211

27451 S Hwy 34

Barrìesville,
MN
56514

27451 S. l-lwy 34

Bârnesville,
MN
56514

1502 17th Sr SE

Pipestone,
MN
56164-2096

1502 17th Sr SE

P¡pestone,
MN
56164

Company Namê

Kenyon Wind LLC

Shell Rock Wind Farm
LLC

Oak Glen Wind Farm, LLC

Pleasant Valley W¡nd LLC

Hãli Moon Power. LLC

PlainStâtes Energy LLC

Bear Creek Wind Partners
LLC

Grant County W¡nd, LLC

Juhl Energy lnc.

Email

j.dan¡elsjr@worldnet.att. net

N/A

N/A

joe.grennan@res-
amef¡cas.com

N/A

l.¡¡hle@rrt.net

N/A

info@juhlwind.com

dan@juhlw¡nd.com

Last Name

Daniels. Jr

Freeman

Freeman

Grennan

Hastings

lhle

lhle

Juhl

Juhl

First Name

John H.

Bruce

Bruce

Joe

Michael

John

John

Corey

Dan

2



Service L¡st Name

Power Producers
SPL_SL_lndependenr

SPL_SL*lndependenl
Power Producers

SPL_SL lndependent
Power Producers

Power Producers
SPL_ SL ,lndependent

Pôwer Producers
SPL*SL_lndependent

SPL_SL*lndependent
Powef Producers

Power Producers
SPL_SL lndependent

SPL_SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*_lndependent
Power Producers

View ïrade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Paper Seruice

Ëlêctron¡c Service

Paper Service
100

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Paper Seruìce

Electron¡c Service

Paper Serv¡ce

Address

37402 Counry Road 187

Sauk Rapids.
MN
56378

'10 2nd Street, Ste 107

Minneapol¡s,
MN
5541 3

c/o Ed¡son Mìssion Energy
3 MacArthur Place,

Santa Ana,
CA
92707

c/o Ëdison Mission Energy
3 MacArlhur Pl Sie 1

Sânta Ana,
CA
92707

222 S gth Sr
Su¡te 1600
M¡nneapol¡s,
Minnesota
55402

212 Atlantrc Ave W

Atwater,
MN
56209

251 1 Technology Dr Ste
110

Elgin,
IL
6Q124

10 2nd Street NE Ste 400

M¡nneâpolis,
MN
55413-2652

'150 South sth Street Suite
2300

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Company Name

Getty Wind, LLC

EDF Renewable Energy

Jeffers Wind 20, LLC

Community Wind North,
LLC

Ecos Energy

Whirlwind Energy, LLC

EcoEnergy LLC

EDF Renewable Eenrgy

Excels¡or Energy

Ema¡l

N/A

lan.Krygowski@edf-re.com

N/A

ml¡tos@edìsonmission.com

chr¡s.little@ecosrenewable.
com

N/A

badema¡lDMiller@ecoener
gyllc.com

kate.ohair@edf-re.com

bademail.tomosterass@ex
celsiorenergy.com

Last Name

Jurgens

Krygowski

Litos

Litos

Little

Meyersoo

Miller

O'Ha¡r

Osteraas

First Name

Roland

lan

Mâriâ

Maria

Christopher

Robert

Donald

Kate

Thomas L.

3



Service List Name

SPL._SL*lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL*lndependent
Power Producers

SPL*SL*lndependent
Power Produceß

SPL SL lndependent
Power Producers

Power Producers
SPL_SL_lndependent

SPL*SL_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL_ lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_-SL*lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL_,hldependent
Power Prodúcers

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Þel¡very Method

Paper Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Papêr Service

Paper Seruice

Paper Seru¡ce

Paper Seruice

Paper Servrce

Êlectronic Service

Paper Seruice

Address

4845 Pearl East Circle
Suiie 200

Boulder
co
80302

58307 County Road 17

Conrfrey,
MN
5601 9

1913 Ewing Ave S

Minrìeapolis,
MN
354 tb

2221 R¡veruood Place

St. Paul,
MN
551 04

222'l Riverwood Place

St. Paul
MN
551 04

OR
97232

PacifiCorp Power
Marketing,lNC.

825 NE Multonomah
Portland,

TX
77002

Suite 700
808 Tr¿vis St.
Houston.

7650 Edinborough Way

MN
55435

Ste 725

Edinâ,

c/o Geron¡mo Wind Energy
7650 Ed¡nbouÍough

Ste 725
Ed¡na,
MN
55435

Company Name

CWS Wind Farm, LLC

Comfrey W¡nd Energy, LLC

Sparks Energy, LLC

Moraine Wind ll, LLC

Elm Creek Wind, LLC

MAPP Wind ll, LLC

High Pra¡rie Wind Farm I

LLC

Geronimo Wind Energy
LLC

Black Oak Wind, LLC

Ema¡l

N/A

ernet.net
comfreywindenergy@f ronti

badema¡lannâ@sparksener
gy.net

N/A

N/A

N/A

patrick@geronimow¡nd.co
m

N/A

Last Name

Ruckers

Samuelson

Schmalzbauèr

Seck

Seck

S¡ckels

Skelly

Smith

Sm¡th

First Name

Michael

Peter J.

ïim

Bnan

M¡chael

Patrick

Patr¡ck

4



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL lndependent
Power Producers

SPL*SL_lndependent
Power Producers

SPL_SL_lndependènt
Power Producers

V¡ew ïrade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Paper Service
t ste

Paper Seru¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Pâper Seruice

Paper Service

Addres

c/o lberdrola Renewâbles
1 1 25 NW Couch Stre(

700
Portland,
OR
97209

PO Box 321

Chok¡a,
MN
56221

618 znd Ave SE

M¡nneâpol¡s,
MN
55414

5200 West 73rd St

Edina,
MN
55439

266 Highway 30

P¡pestone,
MN
56146

Company Name

Heartland Wind, LLC

West Stevens W¡nd. LLC

Project Resources
Corp./Tamarac L¡ne
LLC/Ridgewind

Morgan W¡nd Acqu¡s¡t¡on
Group, LLC

U¡lk Wind Farm, LLC

Emã¡l

NIA

N/A

paul.wh¡te@prcw¡nd.com

N/A

N/A

Last Name

Sokolsk¡

Thorstad

White

Wright

Yarano

F¡rst Name

Adam

Ke¡th

Paul

Jeff

Dan

5



Service L¡st Name

SPL_SL_ l 3-31 5_So¡ar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_,SL,,13-315 Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL- 1 3-31 5_Solar
stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_-'1 3-3'l 5,Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_1 3-315_,Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL,13-315 Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL,_1 3-31 5 ,,Solar
Stâkeholders L¡st

SPL-.SL_1 3-31 5-Solar
StaKeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stâkeholders L¡st

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL*SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Flectronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Address

408 Sainr Peter St Ste 220

St. Paul,
MN
55102-1125

721 W 26th st Suite 211

M¡nneapol¡s,
Minnesota
55405

171 Cheshire Ln Ste 500

55441

Plymouth,
t\¡N

33 South S¡xth Street
suite 4200
Minneapolis,
MN
554ù2

414 N¡collet Mall

M¡nneapolis,
MN
55401

Suite 1500
400 Robert Street
St. Paul,
MN
55101

212 Th¡rd Ave N Ste 560

Minneapolis,
MN
55401

85 7th Place East
Suite 500
St. Paul,
MN
551 01

9549 Penn Avenue S

Bloonìinglon,
MN
55431

9 Cushing, Suite 200

lrvine,
Califonria
9261 I

2001 sE 1Oth st.

Bentonville,
M
72716-5530

Company Nâme

Fresh Energy

All Enerqy Solar

Blue Hor¡zon Ênergy

Stoel Rives LLP

Xcel Energy

M¡nnesota Chamber Of
Conìmerce

Center for Ënergy and
Environment

Departnrent of Comrnêrce

Tenk Solar. lnc.

Newport Partners, LLC

Wal-Mârt

Ernai¡

abbey@f resh-energy. org

michael.allen@ållenergysol
ar. com

johna@bluehorizonsolar.co
m

sebergan@stoel.com

Thor.S. Bjork@xcelenergy.c
om

bblazar@mnchamber.com

mbull@mncee.org

jessica.burdette@state.¡¡rì.
US

jcannon@tenksolar.corr

jcaroll@newportpartners.c
om

Stephen.chriss@wal
mart.conì

Last Name

Abbey

Allen

Aune

Bergan

Bjork

Blazar

Bull

Burdette

Cannon

Canoll

Chriss

F¡rst Name

Ross

M¡chael

John

Sara

Thor

William A.

Michâel J

Jess¡ca

Joel

John J

Steve W



Service List Name

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL__SL,1 3-31 5_Solar
Stâkeholders List

SPL_SL,_1 3-31 5_Solâr
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL_'13-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_.SL_.1 3-31 5^.Solâr
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL*SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders Lisi

SPL_S1...1 3-3 1 5*Solar
Stakeholders Lrst

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL*SL*1 3-31 5,_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Êlectronic Service

Êlectronic Service

Paper Seruiæ

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Sêrvice

Electronic Servrce

Electronìc Service

Address

4000 Minnehaha Ave S

Minneapol¡s,
MN
55406

26 E. Exchange St., Suite
206

St. Paul,
Minnesota
551 01

Su¡te 500
85 Seventh Place Eas
St. Paul.
MN
551012198

4000 M¡nnehaha Ave S

M¡nneapol¡s,
MN
55406

Environmental Health
Section

2785 White Bear Ave
Suite 350

l\,4aplewood,
MN
55109

1619 Dayton Ave Ste 202

Saint Paul,
MN
55104

404 Nicollet Mall

Minneapol¡s,
MN
55401

7650 EdinÞorough Wây
Suite 725
Ed¡na,
MN

404 N¡collet Mall

M¡nneapolis,
MN
55401

Company Name

Appl¡ed Energy lnnovat¡ons

Mìnnesota Center fôr
Env¡ronnlental Advocacy

Department of Commerce

Applied Ênergy lnnovations

Sâ¡nt Paul - Ramsey
County Public Health

lzaak Walton League of
America-MWO

Xcel Energy

Geronimo Ênergy

Xcel Energy

Ema¡l

scoleman@appliedenergyi
nnovat¡onS.org

Icunie@mncenter.org

chr¡stopher.davis@state. nì
n.us

dust¡n@appl¡edenergy¡nno
vations.org

N/A

bdroessler@iwla.org

Rick. Evans@xcelenergy.co
nl

nathan@geronimoenergy.c
om

Lee.E.Gabler@xcelenergy.
com

Last Name

Coleman

Currie

Davis

Den¡son

Donkers

Droessler

Evans

Franzen

Gab¡ler

First Name

Steve

Le¡gh

Chr¡s

Dustin

Dan

B¡II

Rick

Nathân

Lee



Serv¡ce List Name

SPL__SL_1 3-3 1 5_-Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL__ SL. 1 3-31 s_Solar
Stakeholders Lisl

SPL*SL_,1 3-3'1 s*Solar
Slâkeho¡ders L¡st

SPL_SL_1 3-315_Solar
Stakeholdefs L¡st

SPL*SL_1 3-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL*SL_1 3-31 s_,Sotar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL*'1 3-3 15_Solar
Stâkeholders List

SPL-SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
stakeholdêrs List

SPL_SL_13-3'15 So¡ar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders List

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Servrce

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Ëlectron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Address

400 Robert Street North
Su¡te'1500
St. Paul,
Minnesota
55101

St. Paul.
MN
5510'l

85 7th Place Êast, Suite
500

701 4th Ave S Ste 700

M¡nneâpolis,
MN
55415-1842

408 St Peter St

Saint Pâul,
MN
551 01

MN
55402

2200 IDS Center
80 South Eighth
Minneapol¡s,

1 1 25 Ênergy Park Drive

St. Paul,
MN
551 08-500 1

2512 33td Ave South #2

Minneapolis,
MN
55406

414 Nicol¡et Mall, 7th Floor

l\4inneapolis.
MN
55401

1800 Lar¡mer Street

Denver,
co
80202

414 N¡collet Mâll FL 7

M¡nneapolis,
MN
55401 1993

Company Name

Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce

Minnesota Department of
Commerce

Hennepin County DES

Fresh Energy

Briggs And Morgan, P.A.

MISO Energy

M¡nnesota Solar Energy
lndustr¡es Association

Xcel Energy

Xcel Ënergy

Xcel Energy

Ema¡l

bgerber@mnchamber.corn

B¡ll.Grant@state.mn.us

anthony. hainault@co.henn
epin.mn.us

hamilton@f resh-energy. org

shanson@br¡ggs.com

bheath@m¡soenergy.org

lhinkle@mnse¡a.org

holly.r.hinman@xcelenergy
.com

dav¡d.9. horneck@xcelener
gy.com

Regulatory. Records@xcelê
nefgy.com

Last Name

Gerber

Grant

Hainault

Hamilton

Hanson

Heath

H¡nkle

Hinmãn

Horneck

Hughes

First Name

Ben¡amin

B¡II

Tony

J Drake

Sam

Brandon

Lynn

Holly

David

Tiffany

3



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL_SL_13-315 Solâr
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_-1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL,_SL_1 3-31 5_Sotâr
Stâkeholders List

SPL_SL*1 3-3'l 5_Solar
Stâkeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_.Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL__SL_1 3-3 1 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL*SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5*Sotar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

View ïrade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Melhod

Electron¡c Service
rvard

Electronir Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Servicê

Electronic Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Service

Ëlectronic Service

Address

390 City Håll
15 West Kellogg Boul

Saint Paul
MN
551 02

G.O. 7th Floor
414 Nicollet Mâll
Minrìeapolis,
MN
55401 1993

P.O. 5126

Hopk¡ns,
MN
55343

22ô5 Roswell Road
Suite 100
Marietta,
GA
30062

1800 BRM Tower 445
Minnesota Street

St. Faul,
MN
551012134

150 S. sth Street
Suite '1200

Minneapol¡s,
MN
55402

414 N¡collet Mall

Minneapolis,
MN
5s401

414 Nicollet Mall
5ih Floor
Mìnneapolis
MN
55401

4708 york ave. S

Mjnneapol¡s,
MN
5541 0

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall-7th fl

Minneapolis,
MN
5540'l

Company Name

C¡ty of Saint Paul

Xcel Energy

Best Power lnternat¡onal,
LLC

Jenk¡ns at Law

Off¡ce of the Attorney
Generâl-DOC

Moss & Barnett

Xcel Energy Services, Inc

Xcel Ënergy

Sundial Sôlar

Ema¡l

anne.hunt@cr.stpaul.mn.us

steve.huso@xce¡energy,co
m

dkjelle@gmail.com

aj@jenk¡nsatlaw.com

I 
jnda.s.jensen@ag.state.m

n. us

R¡ck. Johnson@lâwmoss.co

kerry.r.klemm@xcelenergy.
com

maE. n.koeller@xcelenergy
.cont

jk2surf@aol.conr

allen.krug@xcelenergy.co
nì

Last Name

Hunt

Huso

Jelle

Jenkins

Jensen

Johnson

Klemm

Koeller

Kramer

Allen Krug

F¡rst Name

Anne

Steve

Dwrghl

Alan

Linda

Richard

Kerry

Mara

Jon

4



Service L¡st Name

SPL*SL_1 3-3.1 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_.SL*13-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5-Sotar
Siakeholders Lìst

SPL_SL_1 3-3 1 5_Sotar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL,SL_1 3-31 5_Sotar
Stâkêholders List

SPL*SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders Lìst

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Sotar
Stâkeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 s-_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

V¡ew Trâde Secret

No

No

No

NÕ

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delìvery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Sèrv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Seruice

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Seruice

Electron¡c Service

Address

825 Rice Street

St. Pâul,
MN

414 Nicollet Mall
7th Floor
Minneapolis,
MN
55401 1993

'1500 Wells Fargo Plaza
7900 Xerxes Ave S
Bloomington,
MN
55431

'11451 Oregon Ave N

Champl¡n,
MN
5531 6

MN
55406

4000 M¡nnehaha Ave S

M¡nneapol¡s,

1961 Selby Ave

Saint Paul,
MN
551 04

121 7th Place E Ste 350

St. Paul,
MN
551012147

53066

961 N Lost Woods Rd

Oconomowoc,

823 7th St E

St. Paul,
MN
55106

570 Asbury St Ste 201

Sainl Paul,
MN
551 04-1 850

Company Name

Xcel Energy

Xcel Energy

Lark¡n Hoffman (Silicon
Energy)

Powerfully Green

Appìied Energy lnnovations

Just Change Law Offices

Public Ut¡l¡t¡es Comm¡ssion

KM Energy Consulting LLC

Energy CENTS Coalition

Wind on the Wires

Ëmail

Scott. J.KurE@xcelenergy.c
om

amy.a.liberkowski@xcelen
efgy.com

rlong@larkìnhoff man.com

rebecca. lundberg@powerf u
llygreen.com

casey@appliedenergyinnov
ations.org

Pmaccabee@justchangela
w.com

n. us
susan.mackenz¡e@state.m

kmain¡@w¡.rr.com

pam@energycents.org

natal¡e.mcintire@gmail.com

Last Name

Ku dz

L¡berkowski

Long

Lundberg

MacCallum

Maccatlee

Mackenz¡e

Ma¡ni

Marshall

Mclnt¡re

F¡rst Name

Scott

Amy

Bob

Rebecca

Casey

Paula

Susan

Kavita

Pam

Natal¡e

5



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL-1 3-31 5_Solar
Stâkeholders L¡st

SPL_SL- 1 3-31 5_Solâr
Stakeholders List

SPL__SL_-1 3-31 5_.Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL_ 13-315_Solar
Stâkeholders L¡st

SPL-_SL 13-315 Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL-SL_'l 3-31 5_,SÕtar
Stakeholders List

SPL,_SL 13-315 Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL--SL_-i 3-3 1 5.-Solar
Stâkeholders L¡st

V¡ew Trade Secret

No

No

NÕ

No

No

t\o

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Electronrc Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Seru¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronìc Service

Electron¡c Service

Address

State Energy Offìce
85 7th Place East,

500
St. Paul,
MN
551 01

33 South tìixth Street
Suite 4200
Minneapol¡s,
MN
55402

51 1 5 45th Ave S

Minneapolis
MN
554 17

408 St. Petêr Street
Harnm Bldg., Suite 220

St. Paul,
MN
55102

2801 21S'I' AVE S STE 220

Minneapo¡¡s,
MN
55407 -1229

St. Paul,
MN
551 01 21 98

Suite 50085 Seventh Place
East

7th Floor
414 N¡collei Mall
M¡nneapoiis,
MN
55401 1993

414 Nicollet Mall

M¡nrìeapol¡s,
MN
55401

121 5 Lilac Lane

Excelsior
MN
55331

Company Name

Department of Coûìmerce

Stoel R¡ves LLP

lru North Solâr

Fresh Energy

Great Pla¡ns lnst¡tute

Department of Commerce

Xcel Ënergy

Xcel Energy

Aladdin Solar

Ema¡l

stacy.mjller@state.mn.us

apmoratzka@stoel,conl

mmorud@Ìrunorthsolat. co
m

notrle@fresh-energy.org

rnordstrom@9p¡sd.net

kate.oconnell@stale.mn. us

n¡ck.paluck@xcelenergy.co
m

jâmes.g.peârson@xcelener
gy.com

dpickard@aladd¡nsolar.co
nl

Last Name

Miller

Moratzka

Morud

Noble

Nordstrom

O'Connell

Paluck

Pearson

P¡ckard

F¡rst Name

Stacy

Andrèw

Marlin

M¡chael

Rolf

Kate

Nrck

Jåmes

Donna
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Service List Name

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL-SL_13-3'15_Solar
Slakeholders List

SPL_SL- 13-315_.Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL-.SL*.1 3-31 5-Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL,SL*1 3-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL*SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Sotar
Stakeholders List

SPL_ SL_,1 3-31 5.-Solar
Stakeholders List

SPL SL 13-315 Solar
Stakeholders Lìst

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders List

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Delivery Method

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Electron¡c Service

Flectron¡c Service

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electronic Seruice

Electron¡c Service

Electronic Service

Address

1215 Lilac Lane

Excelsior
MN
55331

350 South 5th St, #315

Minneapol¡s,
MN
5541 5

St. Paul,
MN
551 01

332 Minnesotâ Street Ste
w2750

MN
55402

12S6thSlSte1137

Minneâpolis,

PO Box 16129

St. Paul
MN
55116

404 Nrcollet Mall

Minneapol¡s,
MN
55401

Ste 122
9100 W Bloomington
BloonÌington,
MN
55431

PO Box 37ô
8787 Silicon Way
Mt lron.
MN
55768

MN
55408

2928 sth Ave S

Minneapol¡s,

408 Så¡nt Peter St Stê 220

Sa¡nt Paul,
MN
55102-1125

Company Name

Aladd¡n Solår

Cìty of Mpls Susta¡nabilliy

Mart¡n & Squires, P.A.

LLS Resources, LLC

Energy Systems Consulting
Serv¡ces, LLC

Xce¡ Energy

Shaddix And Associates

S¡l¡con Energy

MRES

Fresh Energy

Email

cpickard@aladdinsolar.com

gayle.prest@m¡nneapolism
n. gov

rsavelkoul@mart¡nsquires.c
om

Larry@LLSResources.com

mjsreg@earthlink.net

Kevin.D.Schwa¡n@xcelene
rgy.cofn

jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

eshea@sil¡con-energy.com

dougs@nìnRenewables.or
s

tuccolo@lresh-energy.org

Last Nâme

Pickard

Prest

Savelkoul

Schedin

Schuerger P.E.

Schwain

Shaddix Elling

Shea

Shoemaker

Stojan Ruccolo

First Name

Charlie

Gayle

Richard

Larry L.

Matthew J.

Kevin

Janet

Erin

Doug

Êrin



Serv¡ce L¡st Name

SPL_SL_13-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPt_SL*13-31 5*Solar
Slakeholders List

SPL_SL_13-3 1 S_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL_1 3-31 5*Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

SPL_SL*1 3-31 5_Solar
Stakeholders L¡st

View Trade Secret

No

No

No

No

No

Del¡very Method

Elêclron¡c Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Serv¡ce

Electronic Serv¡ce

Electron¡c Service

Address

470 U.S. Bank Plaza
200 South Sixth Stree
M¡nneapol¡s,
MN
55402

414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis,
MN
55401

85 7th Place East
Su¡te 500
Sâint Paul,
MN
551 01

11451 Oregon Avenue N

Champl¡n,
MN
5531 6

7th Floôr
414 N¡collet Mall
M¡nneapol¡s,
MN
55401 1993

Company Name

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered

Xcel Energy

Departmenl of Commerce

Powerfully Green

Xcel Energy

Email

jstrommen@kennedy-
gfaven.com

deb.sund¡n@xcelenergy.co
m

l¡se.trudeau@state.mn.us

DanW¡ll¡ams.mg@9ma¡l.co
m

steven.w.w¡shart@xcelener
gy_com

Last Nemê

Strommen

Sundin

Trudeau

Will¡ams

Wishãrt

First Name

James M.

Deþ

L¡se

Daniel

Steven



Proposed Rules
where: S per point is the dollar amount applied to each ooint: T is the fee target calculated according to part 7002.0410. item C;

and B is the sum ofail points for participating laboratories during the previous calendar year.

7OO2.O43O {,ABORATOR.Y CERTIF'ICATIONAPPLICATION FEES.
Subpart 1. Payment of fees.

A. Certification for a calendar year is provisional until the laboratory's certification application is paid.

B. Fees are non¡efundable once an invoice has been issued.

Subp. 2. App[ication points" The points assessed for cerlification application or categqry types designated in this subpart are
multiplied by the doliar per poht value determined under part 7002.0420 to calcuiate the appropriate fee.

' Application or category t_vpe Points

Initial aonlication

Renewal aoolication

Voluntary field tests

Oxygen utilization
Nitroeen
Phosohorus

Physical
Microbiology
General I
General II
General III
Metals
Orean.ics. ourseable. Gas Chromatosranh-

and Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometer

Organics. semivolatile. Gas Chromatograph

Mass Soect¡ometer

Organics, oreanochlorine compoulds

Subp. 2. Revised app-lications.

A. A laboratory submitting-a revised application to add a new test cateeory to the laboratory's cerlification must pay:
(1) the full category fee if the application is submitted to the aeenc), on or before Jul)r 1; or

(2) 50 percent ofthe category fee ifthe application is submitted to the agency after July 1.

B. A laboratory submitting a revised application to add a test method for a parameter in a category for which the laboratory is aireadl¡
certified must pay 25 percent ofthe total category fee for the parameter.

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUG)
Proposed Perrnanent Rules Relating to Gogenerat¡on and Srnall Power Fnoduction
DUAL NOTIGE: Notice of lntent to Adopt Rules Without a Fublic flearing Unless 25 or More

Ferso¡ls R.equest a Hearing, and Not¡ce of l'learing iÍ 25 ar More Requests for Hearing
Ane Received; Revisor's lD Nunnbe¡'R-04214

Froposed Amendment to Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Fower Production , Minnesota Rules,
Ghapter7835, lncluding Repealof Minn. R. pants 7835.2300; 7835.2500; 7835.2700;7835.2900; 7835.4800;
7835.4900; 7835.5000; 7835.51 00; 7835.5200; 7835"5300; 7835.5400; 7835.5500; 7835.5600; 7835.5700;
and 7835.5800

lntroduction. The Public Utilities Cornmission intends to adopt rules without a public hearing following the procedures in the rules of
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Proposed Rules
the Ofüce ofAdmirristrative Hearings, Minnesota Rules,parts 1400.2300 to 1400.2310, and theAdministrative Procedure Act, Minnesota
Statutes, sections 14.22 to 14.28. Íf, however, 25 or more persons submit a written request for a hearing on the rules by 4:30 p.m. on
February 4, 2015, the Commission will hold a public hearing in the Large Hearing Room, Suite 350, 121 Seventh Place East, Saint Paul,
Minnesota 55101, starling at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 25,2015. To find out whether the Commission will adopt the rules
without a hearing or if it will hold the hearing, you shouid contact the agency cortact person after February 4,2015 and before February
25,2015.

Agency Contact Ferson. Submit any comments or questions on the rules or written requests for a public hearing to the agency contact
person. The agency contact person is: Kate Kahlert, Public Utilities Commission, 121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350, Saint Paul,
Mi¡nesota 55101; phone: (651) 201-2239; fax: (651) 297 -707 3; and e-mail atl. kate.kahlert@Stote.mn.us.

Subject of Rules and Statutory Authority. The proposed rules govern Cogeneration and Small Powe¡ Production. The following rule
parts willbe repealedl Minnesota RulespafisT 835.2300; 7835.2500;7835.2700;1835.29A0;7835.4800; 7835.4900;7835.5000;7835.5100;
7835.5200;7835.5300; 7835.5400;7835.5500; 7835.5600; 7835.5700; and 7835.5800.

The proposed ruies incorporate recent statutory changes to Minnesota Statutes $ 2168.164, which governs intercon¡rections befween
utilities and cogeneration or small power producer facilities (quali$ing facilities). Specifically, the proposed rule amendments increase the

capacity limit on qualifuing facilities interconnected with a public utility to less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity from less thzn40 kilowatt
capacity.

The proposed rules aiso incorporate statutory changes that affect: standby charges on facilities under 100 kW; billing corrpensation
rates for facilities; iimits on cumulative generation; requirements for aggregating customers' meters; capacity limits on wind, solar, and
other diskibuted generation facilities; and the uniform statewide contract. The proposed rules also repeal rules governing interconnection
guidelines and include housekeeping changes to increase clarity.

The statutory authority to adopt the rules is Minnesota Statutes, sections 216^.05,2168.08, and,2168.164. A copy of the proposed
rules is published in the State Register and attached to this notice as mailed.

Comments, You have until 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 4,2015, to submit written comrÌent in support of or in oppositìon to
the proposed ruies or any part or subpart of the rules. Your comment must be in writing and received by the agency contact person by the
due date. Comrnent is encouraged. Ycur comments shouid identify the portion of the proposed rules addressed, the reason for the
commeû| and any change proposed. You are encouraged to propose any change that you desire. Any comments that you have about the

legality of the proposed rules must also be made during this comment period. Please refer to Docket No. E-999lR-13-729 inyow
comments. You may also electronically fìle your comments using the Commission's electronic filing system located at:

h ttp s : //www 
" 
e d o c k e t s. st øt e. m n. u s/E Fí lin g.

R.equest for a Hearing. In addition to submitting comments, you may also request that the Commission hold a hearing on the rules.
You must make your request for a public hearing in writing, which the agency contact person must receive by 4:30 p.m. on February 4,
2015. You must include yor¡r name and address in your written request. In addition, you must identi$ the portion of the proposed rules
that you object to or state that you oppose the entire set ofrules. Any request that does not compiy with these requirements is not valid
and the agency cannot count it when determining whether it must hold a public hearing. You are also encouraged to state the reason for the
request and any changes you want made to the proposed rules.

Withdrawal of Requests. If 25 or more persons submit a valid written request for a hearing, the Co¡runission will hold a public hearing
unless a sufftcient number of persons withdraw their requests in writing. If enough requests for hearing are with&awn to reduce the number
below 25, the agency must give rilrittetr notice ofthis to all persons who requested a hearing, explain the actions the ageocy took to effect
the withdrawal, and ask for written comments on this action. If a pubiic hearing is required, the agency will follow the procedures in
Minnesota Statutes, sections 14.131 to 14.20.

Alternative Format/Accommodation. Upon request, this information can be made available in an alternative forrnat, such as large
print, braille, or audio. To make such a request or ifyou need an accommodation to make this hearing accessible, please contact the agency

contact person at the address or ielephone number listed above-

Modiflcations. The Cor¡mission might modif' the proposed rules, either as a result of public comment or as a result of the rule hearing
process. It must support modifications by data and views submitted to the agency or presented at the hearing. The adopted rules may not

Fage 960 Minnesota Stste Register, lVlonday 29 December 2014 (Cite 39 SR 960)
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be substantialiy different than these proposed rules u¡less the Commission follows the pro cedureunder Minnesota Rules,part1400.21,10.
If the proposed rules affect you in any way, the Cornmission encourages you to participate in the rulemaking process.

Cancellation of X{earing. The Cornmission will cancei the hearing scheduled for February 25,2015, if the agency does not receive
requests for a hearing from 25 or more persons. Ifyou requested a public hearing, the agency will notiff you before the scheduled hearing
whether the hearing will be held. You may also call the ageîcy contact person at 651-201-2239 after February 4,2015 to fin¿ out whether
the hearing will be held. On the scheduled day, you may check for whether the hearing will be held by c alllrig 651-201-2239 or gotng on-
line at: http : //m n. g o v/p u c/í n d ex htm l.

Notice of I{earing. If 25 or more persons submit valid written requests for a public hearing on the rules, the Commission will hold a
hearingfollowingtheprocedures inMinnesotastatutes,sectionsl4.l3ltoL4.20.TheCommissionwil1 holdthehearingonthedateand
at the time and place listed above. The hearing will continue until all interested persons have been heard. Administrative Law Judge James
Mortenson is assigned to conduct the hearing. Judge Mortenson's Legal Assistant Denise Collins can be reached at the Office of
Adminisfrative Hearings, 600 North Robert Street, P.O. Box 64620, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620,telephone: (651) 361-7900, and
fax: (651) 361-7936.

ltrearing Frocedure. If the Commission holds a hearing, you and all interested or affected persons, including representatives of
associations or other interested groups, will have an opportunity to participate. You may present your views either orally at the hearing
or in writing at any time before the hearing record closes. All evidence presented should relate to the proposed rules, You may also submit
written material to the Administratíve Law Judge to be recorded in the hearing record for five working days after the public hearing ends.
At the hearing the Administrative Law Judge may order that this five-day comment period is extended for a longer period but not more than
20 calendar days. Following the comment period, there is a five-working-day rebuttal period when the agency and any iaterested person
may respond in wrifing to any new information submitted. No one may submit additional evidence during the five-day rebuttal period. The
Ofüce ofAdministrative Hearings must receive all comments andresponses submitted to theAdministrative Law Judge no laterthan 4:30
p.m. on the due date. All conrnents or responses received wiil be available for review at the Office of Ad.ministrative Hearings. This ¡ule
hearingprocedureisgovernedbyMinnesotaRules,parts 1400.2000to l4Q0.2240,andMinnesotaStatutes,sections 14.131 to14.20.you
may direct questions about the procedure to the Administrative Law Judge.

The agency requests that any person submitting written views or data to the Administrative Law Judge before the hearing or during the
comment or rebuttal period also submit a copy of the written views or data to the agency contact person at the address stated above.

Statement of Need and Reasonableness. The statement of need and reasonableness summarizes the justification for the proposed
rules, including a description of who will be affected by the proposed rules and an estimate of the probable cost of the proposed rules. It
is now available from the agency contact person. You may review or obtain copies for the cost ofreproduction by contacting the agercy
contact persoû or on the Commission website atl. h@://mn.gov/padíndexhtml.

Lobbyist R'egistration. Minnesota Statutes, chapter 104, requires each lobblst to regíster with the State Campaign Finance and public
Disclosure Board. Ask any questions about this requirement of the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board at: Suite #190,
CentennialBuilding,653CedarStreet,St.Paul,Mìnnesora55155,telephone: (651)539-1180or1-800-657-3BBg.

Adopfion Frocedure if No [Iearing.If no hearing is required, the agencymay adopt the rules afterthe end of ihe commentperiod. The
Commission will submit the rules and supporting documents to the Office ofAdministrative Hearings for a legal review. You may ask to
be notified ofthe date the rules are submitted to the office. Ifyou want either to receive notice ofthis, to receive a copy ofthe adopted rules,
or to register with the agency to receive notice offutu¡e rule proceedings, submit your request to the agency contact person listed above.

Adoption Procedu¡e Afrter a llearing.If a hearing is heid, after the close of the hearing record, theAdministrative Law Judge wili issue
a report on the proposed rules. You may ask to be notified of the date that the Administrative Law Judge's report will become available,
and can make this request at the hearing or in writing to theAdminishative Law Judge. You may also ask to be notified of the date that the
agency adopts the rules and the rules are filed with the Secretary of State by requesting this at the hearing or by writing to the agency
contact person stated above.

Order. I order that the rulemaking hearing be held at the date, time, and iopation listed above.

Dated: 18 December 2014 Burl W. Haar, Executive Secretary

Public Utilities Commission

Minnesota Støte Register, Monday 29 December 2014 Fage 96tr.(Cite 39 SR. 961)
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7835.0100 DEF.INITIONS

[For text of subps 1 to 3, see M.R.]

Subp. 4. Capacity. "Capacity" means the capability to produce, transmit, or deliver electric energy" and is measured by the
megawafts alternating current at the point of common coupiing between a quali$¡ing facilit)¡ and a utilitv,s electric system.

Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with providing the capability to deliver energy. ftc1tçgaÎsiist
of The-¡¡dliry capital costs tgtls,ist of facilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute elechicity and the fixed operating and maintenance
costs of these facilíties.

lFor text of subp 6. see M.R.l

Subp. 6a. Customer. "Customer" means the person named on the utility_electric biil for the premises.

[For text of subps 7 to 15. see M.R.l

Subp. 15a. Net metered facility. "Net metered facililv" means an electric generation facility constructed fo¡ the puqrose of offsetting
energv use ttrough the use ofrenewabie energ,v or high-efficiencJ¡ distributed generation sources.

[Loi text of subps 16 and 17. see M.R.]

Subp. 17a. Public ufility. "Public utili8" has the meaning given in Mi¡¡esota Statutes" section 2168.02. subdivision 4.

[For text of subp 18. see M.R..]

Subp. 19. Quatifying facility. "Qualifying facility" means a cogeneration or small power production facility which satisfies the
conditionsestab1ishedinCodeofFedera1Regulations,tit1e18,

ffiaart_zg2'Theinitialoperationdateorinitia1instai1ationdateofacogenerationorsma1ipowerproduction
facility must not prevent the facility from being considered a qualifying facility for the purposes oftåis chapter ifit otherwise satisfies all
stated conditions.

[For text of subp 20. see M.R.]

Subp. 20a. Standby charge. "Standby charge" means the rate or fee a utility charges for standbl¡ service or standby power.

Subp. 20b.Standby service. "Standby service" means :

A. for public utilities. service or power that includes backup. maintenance. and related services necessary to make electricify service
available to the facilitv. as described in the public utilû's commission-approved standbv tariff: and

B. for a utilitv not subject to the cornmission's rate authority. the service associated with the applicable tariffin effect under
Minnesota Statutes. section 2168.1611. subdivision 3. clause (2).

lFor text of subps 21 to 24. see M.R.l

7835.0200 SCOPE AND PURPOSE"

The purpose of this chapter is to imFlement certain provisions of Minnesota. Statutes, section 2i68.164; the Public Utiiity Regulatory
PoliciesActof l9TS,UnitedStates Code,title 16, section 824a-3 fuemeirftrJ97}; andthe FederalEnergyRegulatoryCommission
regu1ations,CodeofFederalRegulatíons,tit1e18,'NothifIginthischapterexcusesanyuti1ity
from carrying out its responsibilities under these provisions ofstate and federai law. This chapter must at all times be applied in accordance
with its inteni to give the maximum possible encouragement to cogeneration and small powerproduction consistent with protection of the
ratepayers and the public.

7835.0400 FILING OPTION.
It after the initial.lent¿aÐLLz0 L5. filing, schedule C is the only change in the cogeneration and small power producfion tariff to be filed

in a subsequent year, the utility may notifi7 the commission in writing, by the date the tariff is due, that there is no other change in the tariff.
This notification and new schedule C will serve as a substitute for the refiling of the complete tariffin that year.
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7835.0800 SCI{EDULEE.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures for interconnected operations, and the functions
to be performed by any control and protective apparatus.

iTheuti1itymayinc1udeinschedu1eEsuggestedtypesofequipmentto
perfonn the specified fi¡nctions. No standard or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or smail power production.

7 835.1200 AVAXI,ABILTf, Y OF NLINGS.
All filings requiredby pa*s 7835.0300 to 7835.1100 mustbe madgl¡¡ith:üledjn the con:missisncgniln_ission's ele

an.l be maintained at the utility's general ofñce and any other ofüces of the utility where rate case filings are kept. These filings must be
available for public inspection at the commission and at the utilify offices during normal business hours.

7835.1300 GEI.{ERAL REPORTING REQIIIREI/ffiNTS.
Each utility interconnected with a qualifying facility must provide the commission with the information in parts 7835.1400 to

7835.1800g!4ual1yonorbeforelMer.IV[g¡gþ1,@andinsuchforrrrasthecommissionmayrequire.

78352LTO ELECTRICALCODECOMPI,IANCE .

Subpart i. Compliance; standards. The interconnection befween the qualifying facility and the utility must comply with the
requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code;{98-f. cdifioq issued by the Institute of Electrical and Elect¡onics Engi:reers as

. The interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3.

Subp. 2. Intercon¡ection. The interconnection customer is responsible for compl..¡ing with all applicable local. state. and federal
codes. including building codes. the Nafional Electric Code OtrEC). the National Elechic Safetv Code OTESC). and noise and emissions
standards. The Area Electric Power System will require proof of complying with the NEC before the intercon¡ection is made. The
interconnection customer must obtain installation approval from an electrical inspector recognized b)¡ the Mi¡nesota State Board of
Electricit_v.

Subp. 3. Generation system. The interconnection customer's generation system and installation must comply with the American
National Standards Institutellnstitute of Electrical and Elect¡onics Engineers I.ANSI/IEEE) standards aopiicable to the installation.

783 2600 TYPES oF POWER. TO BE OFFEREDiSTANDEX sEBI4eE.
Subpart 1. Service to be offered. The utility must offer maintenance, intemrptible, supplementary and backup power to the

qualifying facility upon request.

Subp. 2. Standby servÍceipublic utility. Apublic utiiitv may not impose a standb]¡ charge for standby service on a qualidving faciiitv
having 100 kilowatt capacitv or less. A utililv imposing rates on a qualifrine facility having more than 100 kilowatt capacit), must comply
with an order of the commission estabiishine allowable costs.

Subp. 3. Standby service; cooperative or municiErality. A cooperative electric association or mwricipai utilitv must offer a qualiffing
facilitv sta¡dbJrpower or service consistent with its applicable tariff for such service adopted underM¿nnesora J¡ar¿¡¿s. section 2168.1611.
subdivision 3, clause (2).

78353000 RATES F'ORIJTIL$Y SAI.ES TO A OUALIFYING FACU,TTY TO BE GOITERNEÐ BY TARMT'.
Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3100, rates for sales to a qualifuing facilitv must be govemed by the applicahle tariff for the

class of electric utility customers to which the qualifting facilityåelqggs q would belong were it not a qualiSring facility.

78353150 INTERCONNECTION WTTTT COOPERATIVE ELECT'RIC ASSOCTATION OR. MUNICIPAL TJ"IILITY.
Parts 7835.3200 to 7835.4000 apply to interconnections befween a qualifting facilitv and a cooperative electric association or

municipal utilitv.

78353200 STANÐARD R.ATES F'OR, P{IR.CIIASES
MUNICIFAI, UTILMMS FR.OM OUAI,IF"YING FACILrIES.

Subpart 1 . Qualifyin& facilities with 100 kilowatt capacitv or tess. For qualifying facilities with capacity of 100 kilowatts or less,

standard purchase rates apply.

The utiiity must make available three types

(Cite 39SR 963) M¡nnesotøStøtefuegíster, Monday 29 December 2t14 Fage963



Proposed Rules
ofstandard rates, described in parts 7835.3300,7835.3400, and 7835.3500. The qualiffing facilþ with a capacity of 100 kilowans or less

must choose intercorurection i¡nder one of these rates, and must speciff its choice in the written contract required in part 7835.2000. Any
net credit to the qualifying facility must, at its option, be credited to its account with the utílity or returned by check within 15 days of the
billing date. The option chosen must be specified in the written contract required in part 7835.2000. Qualifying facilities remain respon-
sible for any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariffunder which they consume electricity from the utiiity.

Subp. 2. Oualifying facilities over tr00 kilowatt capacity. A qualiffing facilit], with more than i00 kilowatt capacitv has the option
to negotiate a confact with a utilify or, if it commits to provide fir¡n power. be compensated under standard rates.

7835.4010 INIERCONNECTION WTIH PT]BLIC U"IILITY.
Parts 7835.4011 to 7835.4023 apply to intercomections between a qualifi¡'rng facilitv and a public utilitl¡.

7835.4011 STAT.IDARD RATES FOR P{JRCIIASES BYPT]BI-IC T].IILITIES F.ROM OUALIF"TINGFACILITIES.
Subpart 1. Standard rates. For gualiffing facilities with less than 1.000 kjlowatt capacitv. standard ¡ates apBly. The utility must make

available the tvpes of standa¡d rates described in parts 7835.4012 to 7835.4015. Qualifi¡ing facilities remain responsible for anl¿ monthli,
service charges and demaud charees specified in the tariffunder which they consume electricitv from the utilitv.

Subp. 2. Negotiated rates. A qualifuing facilitv with 1.000 kilowatt capacit-y or more has the option to negotiate a conh-act with a

utilitv or" if it cornrnits to provide fi¡m power. be compensated r¡rder standard rates.

7835.4012 COMPENSATION.
Subpart 1. Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt capacitv. A qualifi¡ing facility wiú 0 kilowaft capacity has the option to

be compensated at the net energ.v billine rate, the simultaneous pwchase and sale biiling rate, or the time-oÊday billing rate.

Subp. 2. Facilities with at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than L.000 kilowatt capacity. A qualif.ving facility with at least 40
kilowatt capacitv but less than 1.000 kilowatt capacitv has the option to be billed at the simultaneous Burchase and sale billing rate. or at
the time-of-day billing rate.

78351013 AYERAGE RETAIL ENERGY RATE.
Subpart 1 . Method of billing. The utility must bill the qualifying facility for the energ.v suoplied by the utility that exceeds the amount

of energ.v supplied by the qualifying facilif.v during each billing period according to the utiiity's applicable retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for billing. Wtren the erergy generated b)' the qualiÕ,ing facilit], exceeds that supplied by the utilitv
during a biliing period. the utility must compensate the gualil¡ing facilit ¡ for the excess energy at the averaee retail utility energy rate.

7835.4014 SIMULTANEOUS PI]RCIIASE AND SAI,E BILI,ING RATE.
Subpart 1. Method of billing. The quali{ving facililv must be billed for all energ.v and capacitv it consumes during a billing period

accordine to the utility's applicable retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qualifying facility. The utility must pruchase all energ.v and capacity which is made available to it by the
qualifying facilitv. At the ogtion of the quali&ing facility. its eutire generation must be deemed to be made available to the utiiitv.
Compensation to ihe qualiffing facilitv must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energ,v component must be the appropriate system average incremental enerey costs shown on schedule A: or if the
generating utility has not filed schedule A. the energy component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to the
qualiting facilitv. filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if tle nongenerating utilitv has not filed schedule A, the energ.v component must
be the ene¡gy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualiffing facilitv provides firm power to the utiliqv. the capacitv component must be the utilit_v's net annual avoided
capacitv cost per kilowatt-hour averaged over all hours shown on schedule B: gr ifthe generating utilitv has not filed schedule B. the
capacitv component must be the demand charge per kilowatt. if any. of the retail rate schedule applicabie to the qualiñ,ing facilitv. f,iled in
lieu of schedules A and B^ divided by the number of hows in the billing period: or if the nongenerating utiliqv has not filed schedule B. the
capacitv component must be the capacitv cost per kiiowatt shown on schedule H, divided b)¡ the number of hours in the biiling period. If
the qualitins facilitv does not provide firm power to the utilitv" no capacity component may be included in the compensation paid to the
qualiûing facility.
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7835.4015 TIME-OF'-ÐAY PUR.CT{ASE RÁT'ES.

SubPartl.Methodofbillins.Thequalifi/'mgfacilitvmustbebilledforallenerg-vandcapacifyitconsumesduringeachbillingperiod
accordinB to the utìlitv's applicable retail rate schedule. A¡y utility rate-rezulated b)¡ the cornmjssion mal¡ propose time-of-day .etuil .ut"
tariffs which reguire gualiffing facilities that choose to sell power on a time-oÊda), basis to also pu¡chase power on a time-oÊdu, burir.

SubP. 2. ComPensation lo qualifi¡íng facility. The utililv must purchase all enersy and capacify which is made available to it by the
qualifying facility. Compensation to the qualiffing facility must be the sum of itemsA and B.

A. The energ,v component must be the appropriate on-peak and off-peak system incremental costs shown on schedule A; or if the
Beneratin8 utilitv has not filed schedule A" the energy component must be the energy ¡ate ofthe retail rate schealule applicable to th"
QualiÛin8 facility. filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if the noneeneratine utiliqy has not fliled schedule A. the energy component must
be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualif,¡ing facility provides frm power to the utilif.v. the capacity component must be the utiliqv's net an¡ual avoided
caPacitv cost Per kilowatt-hour ave¡aged over the on-pealc hours as shown on schedule B: or ifthe eenerating utilif.v has not filed schrdrl.
B^ the caPacif.v component must be the demand charge per kilowatt. if any. of the ¡etail rate schedule applicable to the qralif,¡ing facilitg
filed in lieu of schedulesAand B. divided by the number of on-peakhours inthe billingperiod: orifthenongenerating utilit_v hæ r.t fil.d
schedule B. the capacit/ component must be the capacilv cost per kilowatt shown on schedule H. divided b)¡ the nr¡nber of on-peak ho*,
in the billin9 Feriod. The capaci4v component applies ontv to deliveries during on-peak hou¡s. Jf the qualiq¡ing facilit_v does oot n.o.,,rid"
firm power to the utiiitv. no capacity comoonent may be included in the compensation paid to the qualit¡ing facilitv.

7835.4016 INDII¡IDUAI- SYSTEM CAPACITY LWIITS.
SubPartl'APPlicability. lndividualsystemcapacitvlimitsaresubjecttotherequirementsinMlnnesora.tratu¡es.section216B.164"

subdivision 4c.

SubP' 2. Usa89üstorl.A facilitv subject to capacitv limits with less than 12 calendar months of actual elecfric usage or no demand
meterin8 available is subiect to limits based on data for simiiarly situated customers combìned with anl¡ actual data for the facility.

7835.4017 NET MtrTERED FACILITY: BU,L CREDITS.
Subpart 1. Kilowaft'hour credit. A customer with a net metered facilify can elect to be compensated for net input into the utilitv's

sYstem in the fonn of a kilowatt-hou¡ credit on the customer's biil. subject to Minn¿sorø J¡azres. secfion 2168.164. subdivisioo 3u. uod
the following conditions :

A. the customer is not receiving a value of solar ¡ate under Minn esorø ,f¡aøres. section 2i68.164. subdivision 10;

B. the customer is intercon¡ected with a public utility: and

C. the net metered facilitghas a capacity of at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1.000 kilowatt capacitv.

Subp. 2. l\otification to customer. Apublic utility must notiff the custome¡ of the option to be compensated fornet input in the form
of a kilowatt-hour credit under subpart 1. The public utilitv must inform the customer that if the customer does not elect to be
comPensated for net inPut in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill. the custome¡ will be compensated for the net input at the
utilitv's avoided cost rate. as described in the utilitv's tariff for that customer class.

SubP.3. End-of--vearnetinput.Apubiicutilítymustcompensatethecustomer.inthefor¡nofapa).ment.foran),netinputremaining
at the end of the calendar year at the utilit-v's avoided cost rate. as described in the utility's tariff fo¡ that class of customer.

7835.4018 AGGREGATION OF' METER.S.
A Public utility must aggregate meters at the request of a customer as described in Mln¡resora Jrarør¿s. section 2168.164. subdivision

4a.

7835.4019 OUALITYINGFACILITmS OF 1.000 Ktr?OWATT CAPACXTY OR. ÙIORE.
A qualifying facilitv with capacity of i.000 kilowatt capacit-v or more must negotiate a contract wíth the urility to set the appiicable

rates forpalÆnents to the customèr of avoided capaciqv and energ.v costs. Nothing in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.4015 prevents a utilitv from
connectine qualiffing facilities of greater than 1"000 kilowatt capacity under its avoided cost rates.

7835.4020 AMOUNT OF CAPACITY PAYIVIENTS; CONSDER.{TIONS.
The Qualifuing facilitv which negotiates a contract underpart 7835.4019 must be enfitled to the full avoided caoacitv costs of the
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utilitv. The amount of capacity pa]¡ments must be determined through consideration of:

A. the capacity factor of the qualiting facilify:

B. the cost ofthe utilitv's avoidable capacitv:

C. the lenqth of the contract term:

D. reasonable scheduling of maintenanbe:

E. the willingness and abilif.v of the qualiô¡ing facilitv to provide fimr power during system emergencies:

F. the willingness and ability ofthe gualiô¡ing facility to allow the utilitv to dispatch its gene¡ated energy:

H. the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract term: and

7835.4021 UTII,ITY TREATMENT OF COSTS.
All purchases from qualiûing facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts and purchases of energ,v from qualiÂ¡ìne facilities with

capacity of 4û kilowatts or more rnusi be considered an energy cost in calci¡latinE a utility's fael adjustment clause.

7835.4022 I,IMIIING C{NVIULATIVE GENERATION.
A oubiic utililv requesti.Êg that the commission limit cumulative generation of net metered facilities under Milrnesorø ,tratu t¿s. section

2168.i64" subdivision 4b. must file its request with the cornmission under chapter 7829.

7835.4023 AI-jIERNATTVE TARITT'FOR. VALUE OF SOLAR..

If a public utilitv has received commission aporoval of an altemative tariff for the value of solar r¡¡dêr Mlzn¿sola .!¿arøl¿s. section

2 1 68. 1 64- subdivision I 0. tå.e tariff applies to new solar photovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariff approval date.

7835.4750 INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS.
Prior to siga.ing the uniform statewidé contract, a utilitv must distribute to each customer ¿ copy of" or electronic li¡k to" the

commission's order establishing interconnection standards dated September 28. 2004. in docket number E-999lCI-0i-1023. The utilitv
must provide each customer a copy of. or electronic línk to. subsequent changes made by the commission to any of those standards.

78355900 EXISTtr.{G CONTRACTS.
AnysxjSdug interconnection co¡traets. segbrac'! executed between a utilþ and a qualiffing facility with installed capacity of less than

40 kilowatts

.ftctotioe-is-efuir¡e

78355950 RENE IVABLE ENERGY CREDIT: O\{NERSIilP.
A Wali$¡ing facilitv owns all renewable eners.y credits unless other ownershþ is expressly provided for in the contract between the

oualifuins faciliw and a utilitv under oart 7835.9910.

783s.9910 UNmOnnn STRrs\ryÐE CONTRACT; FORM
The form for the trniform statewide contract toruse must Ue apptied to all n between a utility and

cogenerationandsmal1powerproductionfacilitieshavinglessthan40-1]000ki1owattsofcapacity@
7835.5900.

TINIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT FOR COGENERATION

AND SMALL POWER PRODUCTION FACILITIES
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THIS CONTRACT is entered ínto _, . by

RECITATS
The QF has installed electric generating facilities, consisting of

tion of facilities), rated ar jess---{+an---ag

(hereafter
called "Utility") and _ (hereafter called "QF').

kilowatts

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Utility.
The QF's elecfric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota Public Utitities Commission (hereafter called ..Commis-

sion") rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production and any technical standa¡ds for intercon¡ection the Utility has established that
are authorized by those rules.

The Utilify is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the QF and to purchase electricity offered for sale by the
QF.

A contract between the QF and the utility is required by the commission,s rules.

AGREEMENTS
The QF and the Utilify agree:

1. The Utility will sell eiectricity to the QF under the rate scheduie in force for the class of customer to which the eF belongs.

2. The Utilify will buy electricity from the QF under the cu¡rent rate schedule filed with the Commission. The eF tru.-1""1"¿"1cqlg the
rate schedule category hereinafter indic¿ted @e*one):

_ a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.3300.

_ b. Simultaneous purchase and sale biiling rate under part 7835.3400.

_ c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 783 5. 3 5 00.
A copy ofthe presently fiied rate schedule is aftached to this contract.

3. The UtilitY will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Cornmission. ffthe eF has less than 40
kilowafts capacitv. the QF ele"ts the rate schedule cat"gory hereinafter indicated:

n Nef enerw hillino rale rrnrler narf 7R15 4O-11

h Simrrlt¡-.^rrc ñr'r 1a-.-.-,1 lp hillino rqfp rrnãa¡ no* '7Q7,< /1A1 /1

c Time-ofl¡ln¡¡ nr'..ho tates rrnrler narf '1R15 AO1\

A copy of the presentiy filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Utility will buy elecfricitv from the qF under the current rate schedule filed wíth the Commission. If the eF has at least 40
kiiowatts caPacitv but less than 1.000 kilowatt capacity. the QF elects the rate scheduie category hereinafter indicated:

-____e-Ëimuftaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.4014.

______b-_Timqqf-dav puchase rates under part 7835.4015.
A copy ofthe presently filed rate scheduie is attached to this contract.
3-5. The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the time this coûtract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or

of the Commission, and the QF and the Utilify agree that sales and purchases wiil be made under the rates in effect each month d.wing the
time this contract is in force,

4-¡i. The Utilþ will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for each biiling period. Any net credit to the eF will
be made under one of the foilowing options as chosen by the eF:

_ 1. Credit to the QF's account with the Urility.
_2. Paid by check to the QF within 15 days of the biliing date.

T.Renewable energy credits associated with generation from the facililv ar" owned by:

5'S. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules, regulations, and policies adopted by the Utility trot
prohibited by the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical connection and
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operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the QF's right to bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized

byMinnesotaRu1es,@7835.4500,andanyotherprovisionoftheCornmission'sru1esonCogenera.
tion and Smail Power Production authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

6 9. The Utilify's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Cornmission's ruies on Cogeneration and Smal1 Power Production.

7l !. The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conform to the national, state, and local electric and safety codes,

and will be responsible for the costs of conformance.

I I L. The QF is responsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection which are estimated to be $_. The QF will
pay the Utility in this way:

9_12. The QF will give the Utility reasonable access to its property and electric generating facilities ifthe configuration ofthose facilities
does not permit disconnection or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's properfy, the Utility
will remain responsible for its personnel.

10-13. The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system emergeûcy. The Utiiity will not discriminate against the

QF when it stops providing electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

tt_l¡t. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity &om the QF when necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain, repair,

replace, remove, investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system. The Utiiity will notify the QF before it stops

purchasing electricity in this way:

12_15. The QF will keep in force liabiiity insurance against personai or properfy damage due to the installation, interconnection, and

operationofitse1eckicgeneratingfaci1ities.Theamountofinswancecoveragewil1be$-(Theuti*irymayrctrcqp.ire-an

783s.47 s0).

13_lé. This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the Utility. This contract will remain in force until either

the QF or the Utility gives w¡itten notice to the other that the contract is canceled. This conhact will be canceled 30 days after notice is

given.

14 17. This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utilrty except that this contract shall at all times be
a,,hie¡r rn qll ñ,lêc âñli ^rrlers issued by the Public Utilities Co¡amission or other governrnent agency having jurisdiction over the subject

matte¡ of this contract. The QF and the Utility are not responsible for any agreements other than those stated in this contract.

TÉIE QFAND THE UTILITY HA\T READ THIS CONTRACTAND AGREE TO BE BOTIND BY ITS TERMS. AS EVIDENCE
OF THEIR AGREEMENT' THEY HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOW ON THE DATE WRITTEN AT THE
BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

QF Bv:

UTILITY By: (Title)

783s.9920 I{ONSTANDAR.D FR.O\rySIOl'lS.
A utilitv i¡tending to implement provisions other than those included ir the wriform statewide forrn of contract must file a request for

authorization with the commission. The filing must conforrn with chapter 7829 and must identifo all provisions the utility intends to use

in the confract with a qualit'ing facilitv.

NEPEALEß. MinnesotaRules.parts7835.2300:7835.2500:7835.2700:7835.2900:7835.4800:7835.4900:7835.5000:7835.5100:
7835.5200; 7835.5300; 7835.5400: 7835.5500: 7835.5600; 7835.5700: and 7835.5800. are repealed.
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Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

CERTIFICATE OF ADDITIONAL NOTICE UNDER THE ADDITIONAL NOTICE
PLAN ON P.27 of the Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR)

Proposed Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production, Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 7835

I certify that on December 29,2014, at St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota, I gave notice
according to the Additional Notice Plan approved by the Offrce of Administrative Hearings on
December 11,2014 Specifically, I:

published the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules, and text of the proposed rules in the State
Register, as attached to item E, of this record as mailed.

mailed a copy of the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules, as proposed, to everyone who
requested to receive it pursuant to Minnesota Statutes $ 14.14, subdivision l(a). I
accomplished this mailing by depositing a copy in the United States mail with postage
prepaid to all persons and associates on the list. The affidavit of service and the mailing
lists are attached to item E of this record as mailed.

gave notice to the Legislature as required by Minnesota Statutes $ 14.1 16. The letter and
certificate of mailing to legislators is attached to item P of this record as mailed.

published the Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules and the Statement of Need and
Reasonableness, including the text of the proposed rules, on the Commission's website
pages that include direct links to the Notice, SONAR, and proposed rules.

I

a

a

mailed the Notice of Intent to Adopt to Minnesota's Electric Utilities.

mailed the Notice of Intent to Adopt to everyone on the Commission's official service list
for this proceeding.

Issued a press release to all newspapers of general circulation throughout the state.

Attached is a copy of the press release as posted on the Commission's website.

Kahlert
Commission Attorney
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!Í' ,, il l'.¡ ,iirii' ri¡iir ' "lilti'-fr1,,,ti;: ¡i,i: ffi
Public Rulemaking Docket

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 14 3C6 (2012) requires each agency to maintain a current,
public.rulepaklng docket. This section contains a list of penãing rulemakings under
consideration. The status of each rulemaking will be updäted aJwe proceeã through the
rulemaking process. All documents,. including any written requests for a public heaiing, are
available through the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission's electronic filíng systeml'
eDockets.

Agency Contact: KataKa¡led
Phone: 651-201-2239

Subject: ln the Matter of Possible Amendments to Rures concerning
White Pages Directory Publication and Distribution

P-999/R-13-459Docket:

Notices:
Ren r¡est for Gorn¡nents and Wonkínq Draft

Comment Period: Not currently in a comment period

See eom¡'nerrts in eDsckets

Hearing lnfo

Status:

Timetable:

Date Adopted:

Rule Filed with
Secretary of State:

Date Effective:

Subject:

Docket:

Notices:

Not yet available

R_eq_uest for comments publised in the state Register october 14,
2013

Ongoing

Not yet available

Not yet filed

Not yet determined

ln the Matter of Posslble Amendments to Rules Governing
Gogeneration and Small Power Production, Chapter 7g35

E-999iR-13-729

þiotice

http ://mn. g ov I puc/ aboutus/rulemaking-proj ect/ind"ex.html 1) /)qn014
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Statement of ìrieeci and Rea
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ent period until February 4,2015
*i
iJl

Hearing lnfo

Status:
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Date Adopted:

Rule Filed with
Secretary of State:

Date Effective:
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Docket:
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Comment Period:

Hearing lnfo.
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Timetable:

Date Adopted:

Rule Filed with
Secretary of State:

Date Effective:

Subject:

ln the Matter of Amendments to Rules Governing certificates
9llq.o (Ghapter TB49l and site and Route permr.ts (chatper
7850) for Large Electric power prants and High-voltàge
Transmission Lines; and to Rules Governing Notice plan
Requirements for l'ligh-Voltage Transmission Lines (part
7829.25501

E, ET, I P-g ggiR-1 2-1246

See Comnne¡rts in eDockets*

lf the commission receives 2s or mofe requests for a hearing, a
hearing will be held on February 2s,2o1s ät t0:00 a.m. in the
Large Hearing Room at the Commission.

ln comment period

Ongoing

Not yet adopted

Not yet filed

Not yet determíned

Recuest f ,i'Cornn':ents

Not currently in comment period

Õ^^ fi tsineDockets

Not yet available

Advisory Committee Established

Ongoing

Not yet adopted

Not yet filed

Not yet determined

In the Matter of Amendments to Rules Governing
Proceeding, Practice, and procedure (Chapte r Tg2g,

http : / I mn. gov I puc / aboutus/rulemaking-pro i ectlindex.html 1'r/1cl/a^1 A
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Public Utilities Commission

Page I of2

The Minnesota Public Utilities Gommission
(PUC) is the state's agency responsible for the
regulation of public utilities such as electric,
natural gas and landline telephone service. The
PUC also has oversight of the construction or
modifications to large energy facilities such as
electric power plants, transmission lines, wind
power generation plants, and large natural gas
and petroleum pipelines.
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For lmmediate Release Contact: MN Public Utilities Commission
Kate Kahlert
651-201-2239
651-297-7073
kate. kahlert@state. mn. us
http //mn.ooviouc.

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION TO AMEND RULES GOVERNING
COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER PRODUCTION

Notice of Proposed Rules

St Paul, MN - December 29,2014 - The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
announced its intent to amend Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7835, to incorporate recent
statutory changes affecting cogeneration and small power production.

The proposed rule amendments incorporate changes to Minnesota Statutes, section
216B..164, which increase the capacity limit of qualifying facilities interconnecting with a
public utility. Under the changes, the capacity limit increases from under 40 kilowatts to
Iess than 1,000 kilowatts. The proposed rule amendments incorporate this and other
changes, including changes to filing and reporting requirements, conditions of service,
compensation rates, interconnection guidelines, and the uniform statewide contract.

The Commission's Notice of lntent to Adopt the proposed rule amendments, along with
the proposed rules, will be published in the December 29,2014 State Regrsfer. All

documents related to this proposed rulemaking are available on the Commission's
we bsite at http :/1n''¡ n. qavlþtjc.

Written comments on the proposed rules may be sent to Kate Kahlert, Commission
Attorney, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place E, Suite 350, St. Paul,

Minnesota 55101 -2147 , by 4:30 p.m. February 4, 2015. Written comments are most
effective when you identify: (1) the specific proposed rule parts you are addressing; (2)
your specific recommendation; and (3) the reason for your recommendation. Please
refer to Docket Number E-999/R-13-729 in your comments.lf 25 or more persons

submit a written request for a public hearing within the comment period, a hearing will
be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 in the Commission's Large
Hearing Room.

All documents, including the proposed rule amendments, are available on the
Comm ission's website at http:i/mn"covlouc. Select Search eDockets.

Telephone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

filt#
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Gertificate Showing SONAR sent to
Legislative Reference Library



Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING THE STATEMENT OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS
TO THE LEGISLATTVE REFERENCE LIBRARY

Proposed Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production, Minnesota Rules,

Chapter 7835; Revisor's ID NumberR'04214

I certify that on December 29,2014, when the Dual Notice was mailed, I submitted an

electronic copy of the Statement of Need and Reasonableness to the Legislative Reference Llbtaty
via email to sonar@lrl.1eg.mn. I mailed this copy to comply with Minnesota Statutes,

sections 14.131 and 14.23. A copy of the cover letter is attached to this"Certificate.

Kahlert
Commission Attorney



Re:

December 29,2014

Le gi sl ative Reference [-lbr ary
ó45 State Office Building
100 Constitution Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

In The Matter of the Proposed Rules of the Public Utilities Commission Governing
Cogeneration and Small Power Production; Revisor's ID Number R-04214

Dear Librarian

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission intends to adopt rules governing cogeneration and
small power production. We plan to publish a Dual Notice of lntent to Adopt Rules in the
December 29,2014 State Register.

The Commission has prepared a Statement of Need and Reasonableness. As required by
Minnesota Statutes, sections 14.131 and 14.23, the Commission is sending the Library an
electronic copy of the Statement of Need and Reasonableness at the same iime we are mailing our
Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules.

If you have questions, please contact me at 651-201-2239.

Yours very truly,

| /.-iÌ'. \-.'i-",1
i.--!1l

Kate Kahlert
Commission Attorney

Enclosure: Statement of Need and Reasonableness

PH()NE (651) 296-7124 FÀX ((r5l) 297-7013 TDD (651) 297,1200 121 7rh Pr..v:r,¿ E,rs¡ Surrr 350 S.u¡¡'r P.rlr-, N{rsxusrrr,r 55l0l'2t47
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Kahlert, Kate (PUC)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kahlert, Kate (PUC)

Monday, December 29,20L4 L:34 PM

sonar@lrl.leg.mn
SONAR

lrl.pdf; SONAR.pdf

Please see attached and let me know if you have any questíons.

Thank you!

Kate

1
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All Written Gomments on the Proposed
Rule that the Gommission Received

During the Gomment Period, Requests
for Hearing and W¡thdrawals of

Requests for Hearing, Except Those that
only Requested Copies of Documents.

Also enclosed is the Notice of
Cancellation of the Hearing, Dated

February 6, which the Commission sent
to all persons who Requested a Hearing
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From
to!
Cc:

Macke¡¿ie-5l]sa! {P|lC)
Benson. Rob¡n IPUC)

Kahlert. Kate IPUC)

FW: Regarding interconnect agreement
Thursday, February 05, 2015 9i57:42 AM

Subject:
Date:

Iìobin"

Cìan you scan this email ânc1 include it in eDockets a letterifìling in dockef 13-729'l

Thanks,
Susan

Susan Mackenzie
MNPUC
651-201-2241

From: Darryl Thayer [mailto: darylsolarl @gma il.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 04,20L5 4:32 PM
To: Mackenzie, Susan (PUC)
Subject: Regarding interconnect agreement

Dear Commissioners,

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed rules for small generators. I have experience
installing hundreds of solar PV systems, decades of solar teaching experience, and have consulted with
dozens of solar professionals nationwide.

Based on my experience with interconnection with numerous utilities in Minnesota, I am concerned that
the proposed changes don't do enough to protect electricity customers who wish to self generate.
Specifically, the rules fall short of setting appropriate parameters around a utility's authority to impose
unreasonable conditions to interconnect. Examples include:

¡ the lack of transparency about cost allocations for upgrades to the utility's distribution system
. imposing excessive technical requirements for code compliant systems.

Complaints from solar professionals and their clients are on the rise with the increasing number of
systems installed in Minnesota.

I recommend that it be made clear that any upgrades to the utility distribution system be explained and
that the costs are fairly distributed between utility and customer. For example, if a transformer upgrade
is determined to be necessary to accommodate solar, the utility should offer their analysis of why the
upgrade is needed and include a breakdown of shared costs for the upgrade instead of making the
customer bear the full cost. The appropriate financial responsibility of the customer is the cost of the
transformer less the amount the utility has depreciated over time. Often times the undersized
transformer is brought to the attention of the utility because of the solar inspection, however the added
solar will reduce the transformer load.

I further recommend both the utility and state acknowledge the state-authorized electrical inspector as
having exclusive authority to pass or fail a system. This means that if an electricity customer produces
evidence that their system has passed electrical inspection, the system is understood to be code
compliant and the utility may not specify additional technical requirements on the customer side of the
meter. This is important since a utility that requires a customer lo do more than provide evidence of a
code compliant system drives up costs and may even specify things that are in conflict with what the
state or local electrical inspector approved. ln no case should a utility require things of the customer that
go beyond code and the state authorized inspector is solely authorized to determine if the system meets
code or not. This should be explicit in the rules. State statues, and adopting the NEC sets the



I

demarcation between the utility and the State regulated inspection. This demarcation is at the mast head
or end of the service lateral. Beyond this point it is clearly State Board of electricity and NEC.
Arguments that they want to add safety are not warranted and may compromise the safety provided by
UL and the NEC.

Thank you for your consideration

DarrylThayer



M idwest Cogeneration Associ ati on
P.O. Box 37874

Carol Stream, lllinois 60188
(603) 323-790e

n i dwestcogen(!ùameritech.nel

VIA E-MAIL AND FIRST CLASS U.S. MAIL

Kate Kahlert
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101
kale. kahl ert(Ostate. lll n. us

Re COMMENTS OF THE MIDWEST COGENERATION ASSOCIATION
In the Matter of Possible Amendments to Rules Governing Cogeneration and
Small Power Productiono Minnesota Rules Chapter 7835; Docket No. E-999/R-13-
729

Dear Ms. Kahlert:

The Midwest Cogeneration Association (MCA) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the Proposed Amendments in the above docket. The MCA is a not-for-profit professional
association dedicated to promoting clean and energy efficient combined heat and power (CHP)
and waste heat-to-power (WHP) technologies. MCA members include representatives of CHP
and WHP technology manufacturers and project developers, energy efficiency analysts, and
energy and environmental consultants and attorneys - a number of whom do business in
Minnesota and all of whom have expertise in distributed generation CHP and WHP technologies
and projects.

As you know, the MCA and several of its members, individually, participated in
Advisory Committee meetings on these rules last spring and summer and provided feedback and
suggestions on early drafts. We appreciate thar. some of our suggestions have been included in
the rules as proposed, e.g.a definition of "cogeneration" in the draft that was inconsistent with
the Minnesota statutory definition is not included in the proposal.

It was our understanding that this rulemaking proceeding was intended to make changes
in the regulations necessary to implement the statutory changes made by H.F. 729 in 2013.
However, we believe the Proposed Rules are inconsistent with H.F.729 on two critical points and
will undermine the intent of the statute if not reconsidered.

t



First, the Proposed Rules contain a definition of "Standby Charges" which diffèrs
substantively from the statutory definition adopted in H.F. 729. MCA raised this issue in the
Advisory Corlmittee meetings and provided written comments on this point to PUC Staffand
the Co¡nmittee.

Second, the Proposed Rules in Section 7835.4012 regarding compensation for net-
metered facilities with capacities between 40 kW to 1,000 kW are inconsistent with the letter and
intent of H.F. 729 and will undennine the usefulness of the net-metering provisions adopted in
that law.

MCA requests the PUC's reconsideration of it's the Proposed Rules on these points and
requests that a hearing be held to obtain full public review of these issues.

1) STANDBY CHARGES

The Proposed Rules propose new definitions of"standby charge" and "standby service"
which differ from the statutory definition of "standby charge." Section 2168.164.2.a states:

"(l) "Standby charge" means a charge imposed by an electric utility upon a

distributed generation facility for the recovery of costs for the provision of
standby services, as provided for in a utility's tariffs approved by the
commission, necessary to make electricity service available to the
di stributed generation faci lity."

This language contains a lesal standard for what utilities can charge for standby service.
"Standby Charges" must be "for the recovery of costs . . . necessary to make electricity service
available to the distributed generation facility." This language provides an important directive to
utilities and the commission on how they are to eslablish standby tariffs and also provides a legal
basis for challenging unwarranted charges.

The proposed regulatory definition ("the rate or fee a utility charges for standby service
or standby power") is simply lautological and therefore unnecessary. But what is more troubling
is that it fails to reference the statutory definition or include the legal standard stated in the
statutory definition. The proposed definition of "standby service" doesn't help. It sirnply
references "commission approved tariffs." This suggests that "Standby Charges" can be based on
whatever tariff the utility chooses to offer and the commission approves. While the commission
should consider the legal standard stated in the statutory defrnition in setting these tarifß, it is
confusing to not reference that standard in the proposed regulatory definition.

MCA provided written comments and recommendations to the PUC Staff and Advisory
Committee on this point (attached here) and believed that there was consensus in the Advisory
Committee that the PUC should either not provide a definition of "standby charges" in the
regulations or simply incorporate the statutory language in the regulation. MCA continues to
believe either of these approaches would be satisfactory.

2



2)

Given the existing statutory definition, the Proposed new regulatory definition is not
necessary. Moreover, as the PUC has now opened a generic docket to review standby charges in
general, it is unhelpful and confusing to adopt a new and inconsistent regulatory definition in this
proceeding.

COMPENSATION FOR NBT-METERING FOR >lOOK\ry BUT < IOOOKW
FACILITIES

Proposed new Section 7835.4012 (for public utilities) addresses "Cornpensation" for
distributed -qeneration facilities. It provides in Subpart l, that facilities with < 40 kW capacity
have the option to be billed at the "net energy rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billing
rate, or the time-of-day billing rate." But, in Subpart 2, facilities with a generating capacity
between 40 - 1000 kW have only the options of the "simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate"
("SPS Rate") or the "time of day billing rate" ("TOD Rate").

The problem with this proposal is that the SPS Rate and TOD Rate provisions in the
existing rules, which the Proposed Rule references and which would be the only option for
facilities with capacity between 40 kW and 1000 kW, require that the distributed generatìon
facility nrusl" provide o'firm power" to receive any payment for the "capacity" component of the
"avoided cost" rate, which is the rate H.F. 729 requires be paid to these generators. This "firm
power" requirement undennines the letter and intent of the net¡netering provisions in H.F.729.

The existing definition of "firm power' in Section 7835.0100, Subpart 1 of the rules is as

follows:

"Subp.9 Firm power: 'Finn Power' means energy delivered by the
qualifying facility to tlre utility with at least a 65 percent on-peak capacity
factor in the month. The capacity factor is based upon the qualifying
facility's maxirnum on-peak metered capacity delivered to the utility
during the month."

The proposed "firm power" requirement for capacity payments is entirely inconsistent
with the concept of "net-metering" at distributed generation facilities, including combined heat-
to-power systems ("CHP Systems"), particularly where the facility's capacity is less than
1,000kW. The reason net-metering is useful for CHP Systems, in particular, is because it allows
the CHP System to be optimized for the thermal load at the facility and therefore to run most
efficiently. When a CHP System is designed to meet the full thennal load of a facility, e.g. an
industrial plant's manufacturìng processes or a commercial buildings comfort heating, the CHP
System may generate more electricity than the facility can use on-site. Net-metering provides the
avenue for "off-take" of that excess electric energy - to the grid. As the Commission knows well,
excess electricity cannot be "flared" to the environment as can heat. Without that "off-take" of
the excess electricity, the CHP System would have to reduce both electric and thennal
production and thus not meet the thermal load of the facility. This reduces the efficiency and
value of the CHP System. The electric load of the "thermal host" facilities can vary daily and
even hourly. Thus, net-metering is an ideal solution allowing CHP Systems to run in a

consistent, stable mode while balancing variations in the facility's electric-to-thermal load ratio.
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But, CHP Systems, particularly those below 1,000kW, are installed by private businesses
primarily to meet the electric and thermal load at their own facilities - not primarily to sell power
back to the grid. While some CHP Systems, mainly much larger than 1,000 kW systems, may be
able to provide the utility with "firr¡r power," as defined in the Commission's rules, most CHP
Systern host facilities need the majority of their CHP System electric generation for their own
operations -- particularly during on-peak periods.

H.F.729 expressly requires that qualifying facilities with capacity between 40 kW and
1000 kW must be compensated at the "avoided cost" rate. That rate includes both energy and

capacity components. By making the capacity component of the compensation contingent on the
provision of oofirm power," the Proposed Rules will effectively deny the great majority of
distributed generation facilities of this size the compensation intended and requiredbyH.F.729.

The Comnrission does not have the authority to limit the full "avoided cost"
compensation required by H.F 729 for these facilities. Therefore, the Commission should
reconsider these proposed rules and amend these rules to conform with statutory requirements

MCA also agrees with the Departrnent of Commerce Division of Energy Resources and
other commenters in this proceeding, that the existing regulatory definition of "firm power" and
"firm power" requirentents in the Commission's regulations, which are now being re-stated in
these rules, are outdated and inconsistent with MISO requirements and the utilities' own
practices. These requirements should be revisited, either in this proceeding or anotlrer
Commission docket.

Thank you for this opporlunity to comment on these irnporknt regulations. MCA
believes that the issues identified herein are substantial and warrant the Commission holding a

public hearing.

Respectfully subm itted,

\
I

Patricia F. Sharkey
Policy Director
M idwest Cogeneration Associ ation

Please send future correspondence
regarding this matter to:

Patricia F. Sharkey
Environmental Law Counsel, P.C.
180 North LaSalle Street, Suite 3700
Chicago, lllinois 60601
312.981.0404
psharkey@environ mentallawcounsel.com
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Powerfully Green ll45l Oregon Avenue North, Champlino MN 55316 ph: 763-438-1976

February 4,2015 Pr,, vv"rfully
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7't'Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul. MN 55101

". i trr¡ .'= f"¡'"

RE: Docket No. 8999/R-t3-7 29

Dear MN Public Utilities Commission,

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the solar interconnection contract.I
have been installing solar for 8 years in Minnesota, and am a solar homeolvner. While solar in Minnesota
is growing rapidly, I feel it is imporlant to continue to keep the interests of the small solar generator in
mind. Small changes to contract language could impose large risks for small solar generators.

I am concerned about the proposal to strike the language in 7835.0800 Schedule E that holds the utility
responsible for not being more restrictive than the currently adopted interconnection guidelines. We have
experienced several recent instances of Minnesota utilities attempting to put the costs of upgrading their
infrastructure onto a proposed small qualifying facility (solar homeowner). It is important to clearly set

boundaries for what a utility is allowed to require as a condition for interconnection, paÍicularly with
respect to cost allocations for upgrades 1o the utility's distribution system and future upgrades costs.

We have also noted that a few utilities seem eager to come up with baniers to discourage homeowners
from installing solar. It should be upheld that a solar PV system that meets National Electric Code
requirements and has passed inspection by the state electrical inspector is code compliant, and not
required to meet additional technical requirements imposed by a utility.

Thank you for making sure that transparency and clear parameters are maintained in our state
interconnection policy.

Sincerely,

W*.*
Rebecca Lundberg
Owner/CEO, Powerfully Green



tm
, Trrrrr-g¡ola power / 30 west superior street / duluth, minnesoÍa ssila2.209l / 218-722-s642 / www.mnwwer.com

Lori Hoywn
Policy Manager
2 I 8-355-360t
/ lt o.t'u nz(i',,n t t t ¡.t r.¡v, er. u¡ nt

February 4,2015

VIA E,FILING
Daniel Wolf
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
1217tt''Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re: In the Matter of Possible Amendments
to Rules Governing Cogeneration and
Small Power Production
Docket No. E-999lCl- I 3 -7 29

Dear Dr. Haar:

The Minnesota Public Utilities Cornmission ("Commission") issued a Notice of Intent to
Adopt Rules without a Public Hearing Unless 25 or More Persons Request a Hearing, and Notice
of Hearing if 25 or More Requests for Hearing Are Received on December 29,2014 ("Notice")
in Docket No. E-999/CI-13-729. Concurrently, the Commission also released a Statement of
Need and Reasonableness ("SONAR") to outline the proposed rule changes consistent with
recent changes to Minn. Stat. $2168.164. Minnesota Power respectfully submits its Comments in
response to the Notice.

Please contact me at the number provided above with any questions or concerns

Yours truly,

Lori Hoyurl
Attachment
cc: Service List

LLE-f E cr ô M 15A. r-r Ya x{A
d.>



STATE OF MINNESOTA

BEFORE THE

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMTSSION

In the Matter of Possible Amendments

fo Rules Governing Cogeneration and

Small Power Production

Docket No. E-999lCl-|3-729

MINNESOTA POWER'S

COMMENTS

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") issued a Notice of Intent to

Adopt Rules without a Public Hearing Unless 25 or More Persons Request a Hearing, and Notice

of Hearing if 25 or More Requests for Hearing Are Received on December29,20l4 ("Notice").

Concurrently. the Commission also released a Statement of Need and Reasonableness

("SONAR") to outline the proposed rule changes consistent with recent changes to Minn. Stat.

ç2168.164.

The Commission opened a rulemaking to consider arnending the Commission's rules

governing cogeneration and small power production to incorporate the statulory changes and to

make housekeeping changes as necessary. An advisory committee was appointed on November,

26,2013. The scope was limited to updating the rules to help facilitate the timely and efÏcient

development of rule amendments and to meet the goal of publishing proposed rule amendments

by the end of2014.

Minnesota Power (or "the Company") participated in the advisory committee rneetings which

infonned the changes outlined within the SONAR. Most of the changes are without controversy

due to the narow scope of this particular rulemaking process. However, Minnesota Power

highlights in these Comments a couple of key clarifications which the Company believes are

essential for these changes to function smoothly.
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Response:

During the course of the advisory committee process, Minnesota Power's representatives

advocated for a clear definition of capacity and how to apply that definition in the distributed

generation ("DG") application, review, and installation process. Creating a clear definition fbr

capacity is necessary to prevent ambiguity and confusion, and to reduce future compliance

issues. Minnesota Power believes the proposed definition within the SONAR requires further

clarification in a number of areas.

Nameplate vs. Measured Capacitv

There are curently two ways of defining capacity; the polenîial output of a DG unit, and the

actualoutput of a DG unit. The potential output is typically indicated by the nameplate data. The

nameplate data describes the maximum amount of electric energy that a generator can produce

under specific conditions. The actual output may be considerably different than the potential

outlined in the nameplate data, and is determined by measuremenf or nretering. From a practical

design perspective, the most valuable definition pertains to maxinrum actual outpul. This is true

for both the DG customer and the utility. The SONAR language states that the intent of the rule

is to view capacity as the amount of electricity actually produced. However; the reference to the

"capability to produce" within the definition hints more at a potential capacity or nameplate

value as opposed to actual production. Minnesota Power suggests that the revised definition

clarify that capacity is the actuallmeasured AC outpul of the DC unit as opposed to the potential

output.

Measurement Criteria

Due to the fact that the definition for capacity outlined in the SONAR is not clear about

measured vs. nameplate capacity, the definition then does not go into detail about the

measurement method. The SONAR does address the topic, but only to stale why it is not

included in the definition. As was highlighted during the advisory committee rulemaking

process, the real issue of concern is that the term, "capacity", is used to describe numerous areas

of both customer generation and customer usage. The consequence of using capacity to define

multiple aspects of generation and usage is that this one tenn will not be adequate for all

2



situations, and shortcomings will exist with whatever approach is taken. The goal sliould be to

eliminate as much confusion as possible for the largest number of circumstances, and deal with

the outliers independently.

Minnesota Power suggests utilizirrg the industry standard l5-minute intervals for measuring

capacity as discussed in the SONAR. This will clarify capacity in the vast majority of the DG

cases and will provide the greatest clarity and practical value to îhose affected.

Point of Conrmon Couolins

Althouglr "point of common coupling" or "point of interconnection" language is

commonplace in the analysis of DG installations, it is not effective when combined with the

definition of capacity set forth in the SONAR. The "point of comnron coupling" is commonly

considered to be the location of the net lneter. The net meter measures the difference between the

amount of energy taken fronr the utility and used on site by the customer and the amount of

energy generated on site and delivered to the utility. It does not reflect the amount of energy

generated and used on site. The definition of capacity of the DG installation should be addressing

only the actual metered production of the generation unit, which.is best measured at the output of

the generator. This is located on the customer side of the point of common coupling. Minnesota

Power suggests "point of generator output" as a tenn that besl describes the point on the output

side of the generator prior to the interconnection with customer load.

Suggested Definitions:

Minnesota Power suggests the following as revisions and additions to the proposed

definitions within the SONAR:

Minnesota Power's proposed language:

"Generation Capacity" means the capability to produce, transmit or deliver

electric energy, and is determined by the maximum l5 minute average alternating

current ("4C") energy production of a qualifying generating facility, measured

with a production demand meter at the point of generator output.
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SONAR language:

Subp. 20b "Standby service."

Standby service. "Standby service" means:

A. for pttblic utilities, service or power that includes backup, maintenance, and

relaÍed services necessaryt to make eleclricitlt seruice available Ío the.faciliry, as

described in the public utility's commission-approved slandby ¡syiff.

Minnesota Power's proposed language:

Subp. 20b. "Standby service."

Standby service. "Standby service" means:

A. for public utilities, service or power that includes backup, maintenance, and

related services necessary to make electric service available to the distributed

generation facility, as described in the public utility's commission-approved

standby tariff.

SONAR language:

7835.4011 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLIC UTILITIES

FROM QUALT FYING FACILITIES.

Subp. 2. Negofiared rates. A qualifyingþcility with 1.000 kilowatt

capacilv or tnore has the opîion to negotiale a conîract u,ilh a ulility, or y''it

commits to provide.firm power, be compensated under slandards rales.

78 3 5.4 O 1 2 COM PENSATI ON.

Subp. l. Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt capacity. A qualifyingfacility

with less than 40 kilowaît capacillt has the oplion to be compensaled aÍ the net

energl billing raîe, the simulTaneous purchase and sale billing rate, or lhe Íime-

of-day billing rate.
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Minnesota Power's proposed language:

7835.4011 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLIC

UTTLTTIES FROM QUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subp. 2. At the end of this sentence, there is a minor typographicalerror;

"standards rates" should be changed to "standard rates."

7 835.4012 COMPENSATI ON

Subp. l. the reference to "net energy billing rate" should be

changed to "average retail energy rate" to match the revised title of 7835.4013

(this matches the terminology in Minn. Stat. 2168.164, subd. 3(d)).

Comment on Resulatory/ Analysis within the SONAR

The following excerpt is taken from Page 24 of the SONAR

,, 
VIT. REGULATORY A NA¿ YSIS

The.following persons u,ill probably benefitfrom the proposed rule:(...)
t Retail electric customers, who will offset reliability concerns during outages by

using electriciQ they are producing."

Minnesota Power believes this statement is misleading to stakeholders and curent/potential

DG customers. The interconnection standards set by the Commission in 2004 clearly prohibit

islanding. If a utility's distribution system loses power, the standards require that the generation

system will be shut down as well. If this occurs, a DG customer who does not have a backup

generator installed would still be without power as long as the distribution system is down. This

is a basic safety requirement needed to prevent unintentional back feed and energizing of the

utility system by the customer generation. The benefit referred to in the above analysis is that of

a simple backup generator that does not operate in continuous parallel mode. It is irnportant to

note that not all DG customers install backup generation.
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Conclusion:

Minnesota Power appreciates the opportunity to be involved in this important rulemaking

process. The proposed changes to processes and procedures will directly affect both utilities and

DG customers alike. The suggested clarifications outlined in these Comments are aimed at better

serving and educating curent and potential DG customers.

Dated: February 4,2015

Respectfu I ly submitted,

Lori Hoyum

Policy Manager

Minnesota Power

30 West Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55802

(21 8) 3ss-360r

lhoyurn@mnpower.com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE VIA
ELECTRONIC FILING

COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

Susan Romans of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, says that
on the 4'h day of February, 2015, she served Minnesota Power's Comments in Docket
No. E-999lCI-13-729 to the Minnesota Public Utilities Cornmission and the Energy
Resources Division of the Minnesota Department of Commerce via electronic filing. The
remaining parties on the attached service list were served as so indicated on the list.

Susan Romans
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RE:

February 4,201.5

Daniel P. Wolf

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Comm ission

L2171h Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-21-47

Comments from Fresh Energy on Amendments to Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power

Production - Docket No. 8999/R-t3-729

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Fresh Energy appreciates the oppoftunity to comment in this docket, as well as participate in the

stakeholder engagement that Public Utilities Commission staff conducted prior to filing the Proposed

Amendment to Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production on December 29,201,4.Ihe
purpose of that stakeholder engagement was to update current rules according to statutory changes

implemented by House File 729, passed in 2OL3 by the Minnesota Legislature.

Fresh Energy has concerns about two areas of the proposed rules. First, the implementation of the

existing definition of "firm power" in parts 7835.3200, 7835.4OL7,7835.4OL4, and 7835.4015 of the

proposed rules may have significant consequences that inhibit distributed generation deployment in

Minnesota, conflicts with a previous Commission ruling on capacity credits for large solar facilities

(8002/M-13-315), and is inconsistent with the Midcontinent lndependent System Operator (MISO) rules

and practices. Fresh Energl recommends: 1-) updating the current definition to match the accredited

MISO capac¡ty relaled to the specific type of generation as explained in MISO's Business Practices

Manual; 2) fufther examining the impacts of the proposed rules relating to firm power on all types of

distributed generation in this proceed¡ng or another Commission docket; and, 3) holding a public hearing

to deliberate these issues.

Second, the proposed rules do not include the statutory definition of "standby charge" implemented by

House File 729. A justification is given on page 6 of the Statement of Need and Reasonableness, filed in

this proceeding on December 29, 2OI4,lhal a definition of standby charges and standby services is both

reasonable and necessary for subsequent rule parls. However, the statutory definition of standby charges

importantly connects the imposition of standby charges to the recoyery of cosls incurred for providing

standby services. Fresh Energy believes this is an important connection to ensure fair and equitable

rates, and recommends that part 7835.0100 include the statutory definitionr and be amended to read:

I Minnesota Statute 2168.164, subdivision 2a, paragraph (l)



"Subp. 20a. Standby charge. "Standby charge" means a charge imposed by an electric utility

upon a distributed generalion facility for the recovery of costs for the provision of standby

services, as provided for in a utility's tariffs approved by the commission, necessary to make

electricity service available to the distributed generation facility.

Subp. 20b. Standby seruice. "Standby service" means:

A. for public utilities, service or power that includes backup, maintenance, and related

services necessary to make electricity service available to the facility, as described in the public

uti I ity's co mm iss i on-a pproved sta ndby ta riff; a nd

B. for a utility not subject to the commission's rate authority, the service associated with

the applicable tar¡ff in effect under Minnesota Statutes, section 2t6B.t7tl, subdivision 3,

clause (2)."

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment in this proceeding. We are happy to answer any

questions you might have.

Sincerely,

Will Nissen

Senior Policy Associate, Fresh Energ¡r

n issen@f resh-e nerg¡.org

657-294-73"43

Allen Gleckner

Senior Policy Associate, Fresh Energy

gleck ner@f resh-ene rgl.o rg

657-726-7574



O Xcel3nergy" 414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55401

February 4,201,5

-Via Electtonic Filing-
Daniel P. tX/olf

Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
1.217'h Phce Easr, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Rn: Corlrlrnxrs
Al,rExnunNTS To Rulgs Got¡ERxrNG CocENRRATIoN AND SMAI-L Pc¡rvBR

PRonucrloN
Docrpr No. 8999 /R-13-729

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Northetn States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission the enclosed Comments in response to the
Commission's December 29,2A1,4 Statement of Need and Reasonableness, and
Notjce of Intent to Adopt Rules.

Please contâct Holll' Hinman at holl)'.r. h inm an@xceien crg)'. com or
(61,2) 330-5941, if you have any questions regarding this fìling.

Sincerely,

/ s/

PnulLBr¡u¡N
M¡NRcBR, CoImLtANCE AND Ftt nlcs

Enclosure
c: Senice List



Srnrn or Mrxxnsor¡
BnpoRn tllre

MlNNesctr¡ Puglr c Unl-ll.r ns Corvrlr¿lssroN

Beveriy Jones Helrc{ing"t
Nancv Lange
Dan Lipschukz

John Tuma
Bets-v \X/ergin

Chair
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

Docrnr No. 8999 /R-1,3-729Ix rs¡ MnrrEn oF Possltsr-ìi
,A.ltr,Nolr¡,NTS TO Rul-l ts GotrnRNlN c;

Coc;ENl¿R,{TroN AND SMÂ.r,r- Po\xiER

P Rc;o u crl o N, M/ÀrÀ'ri .\' orl R ¿-¡lg¡'

CnnprBn 7835

Corrll{sNrs

ColvrNrsNrs

Northern States Pou'er Companv, doing business as Xcel Ener¡Ð', submits to the
N{innesota Public Utilities Commission these Comments in response to the
Commission's December 29,2014 Statement of Need and Reasonableness and Notice
of Intent to Aclopt Rules.

A. Backgtound

The Companv has obsen'ed with interest the Commission's proposed ru1es to align
with the 201,3 Omnbus F.nergv Bill, which amended N{inn. Stat.2168.164 governing
cogeneration and small power production. The proposed rules are intended to
implement the provisions of the bill which expanded net metering to a higher capaciry
threshold, and exempt the application of standbrr charges in certain circumstances,
among other changes.

This demaking foilows the Company's filing of proposed tadff changes to
implement the new state policies on cogeneration and small power productìon.' ,{fter
an exchange of comments and a hearing, the Commission cletermined that the
proposed tariff modifications relating to ûet energy bilLing services, meter aggregation,
distributed generation system limits, Renewable Energ' Credits (REC), meter charges,
and net excess generation payments "raise issues that neecl to be resolved u'ith the

I See l)ocket No. 8002/l\4 -13-642, PetitionþrApprot'a/ rf''[aifl'ÌllodiJications InQhnenting?lel Ìllatuad l;adli4,
Pruui.rion.r, .\'tandby Søvice Examption.ç, and trLeterAg{agatian ParçuaaÍ tct tlte 20/ 3 Onnil¡as Enetgt $i//,1ult' 31,2013.



input of all interested stakeholders" and cleclined to take action on most of the
Companv's reqlÌested tartff changes.: The Commission adclressed ownership of RECs
generated from distributed generation systems in its Jul1, 22,201,4, order.¡ The
Companv then participated in the Commission's advisory committee, rvhich met in
201,4. The Commission issued its proposed rules attachecl to the Staff Briefing Papers
on October 14,201,4, v'hich are included in the Notice issued in this matter on
December 29,2014. \ù7e appreciate the thoughtful approach all partie s have brought
to this discussion.

\ù7e note that u¡e have been approached by a couple of customers in the interim
requesting a net metering interconnection for a system sized gre tü útan 4A krX/. \X/e

highlight in these Comments a ferv of the issues we have ericounterecl as we u'ork to
accommoc{ate these customefs' requests.

\X/e worked directly u'ith one customer, a commercial customer named Terning Seeds,

to creâte a contract solution for the customer's request âs we have no cuffent taúff
rvhich governs the sen'ice for the larger generâtor. We developed a contract using the
Commission's draft rules as a guide ancl fìled it for Comrnission approval.+ At the
time of this fìling, the Commission has issued a revised Notice of a Comment Period
on tl"re Companr,'s fìling. \X/e belier.e the ultimate disposition of this contract request
may be instructive to the Company on a going forward basis for similady situated
customers, in the absence of fìnal rules and approved triff revisions.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide rvritten comments on the Commission's
Statement of Need and Reasonableness and its proposed ruies. \X/e ask that the
Commission consider these Comments in their cleliberation on this matter.

B. Comments on the Proposed Rules

\)íe offer commerìts and clarifi'ing notes on the Commission's proposed rules,
including the appLication of our Section 10 tartff, bill crediting procedure, and R-EC

tfeâtment.

2 See l)ocket No. E-002/M-13-642, Order of the Commission.Jaruary 27,2015.
3 See Docket No. Ë-999lCI-13-72A, In lhe MaÍter o;f a Commission Inquiry inlo Ownership of Renev,able Energ,
Credits used fo Mee! Minne.çota RequiremenÍs.
a See l)ocket No. [ì002/ltï -14-1057 , Pctitirtn þr A1:pwtal oJ'an Auendmut to tl¡e Ekchic .\'truica Agraement a'ith
T am ing .\' eefu , l) ecember 22, 201 4.
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1 . .\'ection '10 Inlerconnection Tañfi'

The Companv interprets the proposed rules and proposed uniform statewide contrâct
(proposed rule 7835.9910) as requiring customers seeking interconnectìon with the
Compan-v under the revised rules fcrr svsteffrs 40 k$ø and above to sign the Company's
Interconnection Agreement, as found in Section 10 of the Company's Electric Rate
Book. This is consistent with how the Companv has presented its proposed contact
in the T-mting.\'eeds docket referenced above.

2. BillCredit.ç

The Companv interprets the proposed rules implementing the on-bill compensation
for customers r.vith net metered facilities for facilities with at leâst 40 k!ø capacity, but
less than 1,000 kW capacirl', in proposed rules 7835.4013,1835.401.4, anð7835.401.5,
as applving a doilar amourit based on ktJ7h output. Based on substantiall,v similar
u'ording, this is consistent with the preexisting rules for facilities uncler 40 kW
capacirt as set forth in current rules 7835.3300, 7835.3400, and 7835.3500. The dollar
rralue is applied per month and kV4r credit inputs are riot "banked" over time. The
Companv interprets the proposed rules to implement meter aggregaaon in the same

mânner: compensation will be in the form of a doliar amount based on kWh output,
and k\X/h quântities are not "banked" over time.

t. P'l:-C.ç

The Company believes tl"re Commission's proposed rule part addressing REC
ownership should be broadened to ref-lect circumstances where the disposition of
RECs is determined by Commission orcler, in addition to private contract. This
change v'oulcl be consistent with the July 22,201.4 Order in Docket No. 8999 /CI-13-
720. By including Commission order in its sources of authoriw, the Commission can
ar.'oid the submission of rule variances or individual contracts to trânsfer RE,Cs where
Commission order has alreadv provided for REC ownership. The Companv suggests

possible language as follows:

7835.5950 RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDIT; OSøNERSHIP.

Generators o\r¡n all RECs unless: (1) other ownership is expresslv provided for
b)' o c,rrrtfact berween the generator and a utiliq'; Q) state larv specifìes a

different outcome; or (3) specifìc Commission orders or rules specify a

different outcolrle.

3



CoNcrusroN

\X/e appreciate the opportunit)'to provide written comments on the Commission's
Statement of Need and Reasonableness and its proposed rules. The Company
requests that the Commission considers these Comments when it deliberates on this
matter.

Dated: February 4,201,5

Northern States Power Company

4
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EA
February 4,2015

Daniel P. Wolf, Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East. Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

SahjecÍ: In the Møtter of Possihle Amendments to Rules
Governing Cogenerøtion ønd Smsll Power Production
(Minnesotø Rules Chøpter 7835)
DockeÍ No. E-999/R-I 3-729

Dear Mr. Woll

The Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA) respectfully submits the

attached comments in response to the Proposed Amendments to Rules Governing

Cogeneration and Small Power Production published in the State Register and the

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission or MPUC) Statement of Need and

Reasonableness (SONAR) issued by the Commission in the above-referenced docket on

December 29,2014.

MREA represenls the interests of the state's 44 electnc distribution cooperatives

and the six generation and transmission cooperatives that supply thern with power. Our

member cooperatives are not-for-profit electric utility businesses that are locally owned

and governed by the r¡ember-consurners they serve.

The Minnesota Rural Electric Associa¡ion appreciates the opportunity to submit

comments in this matter on behalf of the state's electric cooperatives.

Sincerely,

/s/ Darrick Moe

Danick Moe
President & CEO
Minnesota Rural Electric Association

E,nclosure
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l, Cherry Jordan, hereby certif,i that I have this day served copies of the attached
document to those on the following service list by e-filing, personal service, or by
causing to be placed in the U.S. mail at Farmington, Minnesota.

Docket No. E-999/R-I 3-729

Dated this 4th day of February, 2015

lsl Cherry Jordan

Cherry Jordan
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February 4,2015

COMMENTS OF THB
MINNESOTA RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Introduction

The Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA) respectfully submits the

attached comments in response to the Proposed Amendments to Rules Governing

Cogeneration and Small Power Production published in the State Register and the

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission or MPUC) Statement of Need and

Reasonableness (SONAR) issued by the Comnrission in the above-referenced docket on

December 29,2014.

MREA represents the interests of the slate's 44 electric distribution cooperatives

and the six generation and transmission cooperatives that supply them with power. Our

member cooperatives are not-for-profit electric utility businesses that are locally owned

and govenred by the member-consumers they serve.

Statutory and Regulatory Background

The Commission currently has rules governing interconnections between utilities

and qualiflring facilities, cogeneration and small power production facilities, entitled

under federal law to sell their output to utilities. The rules govern filing and reporting

requirements, conditions of service, compensation rates, wlreeling and exchange

agreements, interconnection guidelines, and they also establish a unifom statewide

contract.



During the 2013 legislative session, the Legislature amended Minn. Stat. $

2168.164 governing cogeneration and small power production. The statutory changes

primarily affect interconnections between qualifying facilities and public utilities.

This rulemaking proceeding will update the rules to incorporate the recent

statutory changes and to make housekeeping changes as necessary. On August26,2013,

the Comnrission published a Request for Comments in the State Register and did a mass

rnailing to the rulemaking list, requesting comments on arnending the rules to incorporate

the statufory changes.

The Commission subsequently appointed an advisory committee, which met

monthly between April and August 2014.

MREA Comments

The Minnesota Rural Electric Association, and staff from several electric

cooperatives, attended and participated in the stakeholder process leading to the drafting

of the proposed cogeneration rule amendments. MREA has comments and suggested

changes to the proposed rule amendments as follows:

l. Definition of "Capacity"

2. Definition of "Customer"

3. Uniform Statewide Contract

I. Definition of "Capacit)"'

The proposed definition of "capacity" in Minnesota Rule 7835.0100 states

Subp.4. Capacity.
"Capacity" means the capabilify to produce, transmìt, or deliver electric
energy, and is measured by the number of megawatts alternating current at
the point of common coupling between a qualifying facility and a utility's
electric system.

The definition of "capacity' was discussed several times during the stakeliolder

meetings. While the generic definition of capacìty contained in these proposed rules is

fine, cooperatives had encouraged the adoption of additional definitions/descriptions to

clarify the meaning of "capacity" in other situations. Following are three definitions that

cooperatives shared in the stakeholder process:

For determining generation system size - used for qualifyìng for Net Energy
Billing; qualify for røtes; Technical Stundørd thresholds; Metering requirement
thresholds:
Capacity of Generation System - means the maximum capability to produce
electrical energy and is quantified as the greater of either the manufacturer's



nameplate continuous kilowatts (kW) rating or the maximunr measured kilowatts
(kW) alternating current (AC) produced by the generation during standard l5-
minute intervals.

For determining when standhy chørges may be applicable:
Capacity for standby -quantified by the nameplate rating for continuous output of
the generation system.

For reportíng to the Deparlment of Commerce for compliance:
Capacity of distributed generation surplus production - quantified by the
maximum number of kilowatts alternating current (AC) produced and measured
at the point of common coupling during standard l5-minute intervals.

These additional definitions would help clarify specific situations and help avoid

future confusion.

2. Definition of "Customer"

The proposed definition of "custonrer" in Minnesota Rule 7835.0100 states:

Subp. 6a. Customer.
"Customer" means the person named on the utility electric bill for the
premises.

In other proceedings before the Commission, electric cooperatives have raìsed the

issue/concern of people establishing electric service where the only load being served is

the distributed generation / qualifying facility. ln essence, these facilities are "merchant

generators" and not qualifying facilities being constructed to serve a portion or all of a

traditional consumer Ioad. The definition of "custorner" could have helped with the

merchant generator issue. We encourage the Commission to begin addressing this n'ìatter

through the docket that was initiated some tinre ago now.

3. Unifonn Statewide Contract

The proposed amendments to the Uniform Statewide Contract contained in parl

7835.9910 begins with a description of when the Uniform Statewide Contract should be

applied. The proposed anendments adjust the language as it applies to investor-owned

utilities. Minnesota Statutes leading to these rule amendments, however, do not apply to

cooperative and municipal utilities. Accordingly, we recommend that the opening

paragraph to proposed 7835.9910 be nlodified as follows:

The form for the uniform statewide contract must be applied to all new and
existing interconnections between a utility and cogeneration and small power
production facilities having less than 40 kilowatts of capacitv for electric



cooperative and municipal utilities and 1,000 kilowatts of capacit)z for public
utilities is as follows:, except as described
12.17 in part 7835.5900.

The amended 7835.9910 goes on to include the following two new sections in the

Uniform Statewide Contract that only apply to investor-owned utilities as follows:

3. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate
scheclule filed with the Commission. If the QF has less than 40 kilowatts
capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.4013.
b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under parf 7835.4014.
c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.401 5.

A copy ofthe presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the cument rate
schedule filed with the Commission. If the QF has at least 40 kilowatts
capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity, the QF elects the rate
schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under parf 7835.4014.
b. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

To avoid confusion for consumers, and cooperative and municipal utilities

executing this contract with those consuûrers, we request that the Commission clarify in

the order adopting these rules that these two sections, and any other provisions that only

apply to investor-owned utilities, are only required in the Uniform Statewide Contract for

investor-owned utilities. We also request that the Commission expressly authorize

cooperafive and municipal utilities modifications to the Uniform Statewide Contract that

eliminate any non-applicable provisions or clarify those with applicability limited to

investor-owned utilities. In the alternalive, the proposed rules should include two

separate versions of the Unifonn Statewide Contract that distinguish cooperative and

municipal utilities from investor-owned utilities.

Conclusion

Minnesota's electric cooperatives appreciate the opportunity to participate in the

stakeholder process and submit comments on these proposed rule amendments. There is

an ever increasing interest and participation in distributed generation among consumers

in Minnesota. lt is vital that Minnesota Rules applicable to such installations provide for

an orderly installation of tlrese facilities. MREA encourages the Commission to adopt the

changes to the proposed rule amendments we have identified in these comments to help

enhance the irnplementation of the proposed rules.



Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Darrick Moe

Darrick Moe
President & CEO
Minnesota Rural Electric Association
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Fovrenawfl,nYFebruary 4,2015

Daniel P. Wolf
Executive Secretary
M innesota Public Util ities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Proposed Amendments to Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power
Production, Minnesotø Rales., Chapter 7835; Including Repeal of Minn. R. parts
7835.2300;7835.2500; 7835.2700; 7835.2900;7835.4800; 7835.4900; 7835.5000;
7835.5100; 7835.5200; 7835.5300; 7835.5400; 7835.5500; 7835.5600; 7835.5700; and
7835.5800.
PUC Docket No. E-9991R-13-729

Comments of Otter Tail Power Company

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Otter Tail Power Company ("Otter Tail") respectfully submits this letter as its Comments in
response to the December 18,2014 notice ("Notice") of the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission ("Commission") in the above-referenced docket.

Our comments seek a balance between closure on the rules and comprehensive and
meaningful rulesl. On one hand, having near-tenx closure on the rules allows for
implementation for all stakeholders, yet on the other hand, less than meaningful rules that are
Ttnalized too soon can cause distortion of understanding in its application as well as

compliance with these rules. Otter Tail urges the Commission to also seek the appropriate
balance between closure and inclusion of meaningful rules for the public good.

I Otter Tail is cognizant of Xcel's F;002/M-14-1A51

Ar {lqwl (.)¡potanity l:nplayr
." f ernrnrrlr-..*



Daniel P. Wolf
February 4,2015
Page2

Otter Tai I's Recommendations
Otter Tail's comments focus on two important factors within this rule-rnaking process:
defining the term'ocapacity" and addressing production meters.

o Incorporate various contexts for defining capacifyz,per Attachment 1

. Address the requirernent for production meters in the Comrnission's interconnection
standards3.

Discussion
The tem 'ocapacity" is used in multiple contexts throughout chapter 7835. Otter Tail
believes that a clear definition of the term capacity within in its proper context will provide
both transparency and clarity tlrroughout Minn. Stat. $ 2168.164.|n these comments, Otter
Tail summarizes the various uses of the term capacity and provides specific
recommendations for the definition of capacity within those contexts.

The concern over the definition of capacity is not unique to Otter Tail. At the final Advisory
Committee Meeting, a number of Minnesota electric utility providersa delivered a joint set of
issues/concerns for the participants. Capacity, and its various contexts, was identified as one
of the key issues/concems.

The tenn "capacity" irnpacts a variety of important func¡ions of distributed generation for all
stakeholders. For example, the term capacity is used:

l. As the foundation fbr measuring facility output capability.
2. For defining compensation amounts between parties.
3. For determining qualification levels of facilities.
4. In the context of sizing equipment.
5. In relation to the safety aspects of sizing equipnrent and protection devices

Having a clear understanding the tenn within each context will help remove ambiguity
amongst the parties and enhance compliance with applicable statutes and associated rules.
These various contexts of capacity were also described in the Commission Staffls October
30, 2014 Briefing Papers.

2 There may be other context definitions for capacity not included in Attachment I
3 In the Matter of Establishing Generic Standards for Utility Tariffs for Interconnection and Operation of
Distributed Generation Facilities under Minnesota Laws 2001, Chapter 212,Docket No. E-999lCl-01- 1023,
Order Establishing Standards (Septembe r 28, 2004).
aOn August l8'20l4,the following utilities contributed general conrments to the Advisory Comurittee
Members: Connexus Energy, Dakota Electric Association, Great River Energy, Minnesota Municipal
Utilities Association, Minnesota Power, Minnesota Rural Electric Association, Otter Tail Power Company,
Steele-Waseca Electric Cooperative, and Xcel Energ¡'.



Daniel P. Wolf
February 4,2A15
Page 3

Because of its importance, Otter Tail recommends changes lo the proposed rule amendments
for the term capacity (e.g. Chapter 7835.01 subp.4) to include more clearly defìned, context
based definitionss as listed in Attachment L This attachment originated from the

aforementioned joint set of electric utility provider issues/concerns.

And finally, production meters should be addressed in the Commission's interconnection
standards, as suggested in the Commission Staff s October 30,2014 Brief,rng Papers.

Production meters provide benefits to the delivery system, customers, and to the state. Tlrese
benefits include actual versus net measurements of production for delivery system design
(i.e. reliability and safety) as well as meeting required state production reporting.

Otter Tail appreciated the contributions of those involved in the Advisory Committee process

as well as the opportunity to provide these comments.

Otter Tail has electronically filed this document with the Commission and has served a copy
on allpersons on the attached service list. A Certificate of Service is also enclosed.

Please contact me by phone at (218) 739-8595 or by email at clprazak(øl:otpco.com if you
have any questions.

Sincerely.

/s/ DAVID G. PRAZAK
David G. Prazak
Supervisor Pricing & Tariff Administration

wao
Enclosures
By electronic filing
c: Service List

t Otter Tail is willing to work with other stakeholders to find an appropriare place in the Amended Rules



Attachment 1

Various Contexts for Defining Capacity

Defïnitions of Capacify
Due to the rnultiple ways the term capacity is utilized within Minnesota's Chapter
Rules 7835 with regards to electricily, it seems beneficial to define capacity explicitly
for the situation the section of Chapter Rules is addressirrg. The following is a

recommendation from the utilities of different capacity definitions and the situation
the definition would be used in.

Capacity - Generic definition
Capacit)t - is the maximum average energy v,hich is produced or is designed to be
produced over slandard IS-minute intervals.

For determining generation system size - used for: qualifying for Net Energy
Billing; qualifying for rates; technical standard thresholds; metering
req uirement thresholds.
Caoacit.v o.f Generation System - means Íhe maximum capabilig ro produce
eleclrical energv and is quantified as the grealer of eilher the manufaclurer's
nameplate continuous kilowatls (kVIt) rating or rlxe maximum measured kilowatTs (kí4t)

alternating curcent (AC) produced by the generation during standard lî-minute
intervals.

For determining when standtry charges may be applicable
Capacitv.for Standb,v * quantified by the nameplate rating slated in kilowatts (kW)
ahernating cltrrent (AC) for continuous output of the generalion :;ystem.

For reporting to the DOC-DER for Compliance
Capacitv o.f DG's Surplus Production - quantified by the ntaximunt number of
kilowatls alternating current (AC) produced and measured at the point of'common
coupling during slandard I 5-m inute intervqls.
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Re: Proposed Amendments to Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production,
Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7835; Including Repeal of Minn. R. parts 7835.2300;7835.2500;
7835.2700; 7835.2900; 7835.4800; 7835.4900; 7835.5000; 7835.5100; 7835.5200; 7835.5300;
7835.5400; 7835.5500; 7835.5600; 7835.5700; and 7835.5800.
PUC Docket No. E-9991ft-13-129

I, Wendi A. Olson, hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of the following, or
a summary thereof, on Mr. Daniel P. Wolf and Sharon Ferguson by e-filing, and to all other
persons on the attached service list by electronic service or by first class mail.

Comments of Otter Tail Power Company

Dated this 4th day of February 2015

/s/ WENDI A. OLSON
Wendi A. Olson
Regulatory Filing Coordinator
Otter Tail Power Cornpany
2l 5 South Cascade Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537
(218) 739-8699
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MARTII.¡ SOUIRES
P¡.

Re:

Attonrc1,s At Law
332 Minnesota Street

Suite W2750
sr. Paul, MN 55101

Teleplrone: 65 l -7 67 -3'l 40
Facsimile: 65 I -228-91 6 I

wrv rv. nra¡1ì nsclg ires. c o m

February 4,2015
Richaxl J. Søvclkoul

Diruct Diol # 651-767-3745
t'i^ av¿ I k o u l@trt ur li, tsa il i t' e s, c t) ilt

COPY VU E-MAIL: leøte.lrshlerl@state.mtt.us
ORIGINAL VU U,S. MAIL

Kate Kahleft
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

In the Matter of Possible Amendments to Rules Goveming Cogeneration and

Small Power Production, Minnesoîn Rules Chapter 7835; Docket No. E-999lR-l 3-729
Our File No. 2177-01

Dear Ms. Kahlert

These comments are written on behalf of the City of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, the

Metropolitan Council and Metropolitan Airports Commission to proposed changes to the
proposed rules as previously filed.

These comments are also being electronically filed in the above-referenced docket.

Sincerely,

/ei Richard J. Savelkoul
Richard J. Savelkoul

RJS:wsl

Service List
Larry Schedin (via email)
Kavita Maini (via email)

cc:



STATE OF MINNESOTA
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

In the Matter of Possible Amendments to
Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small
Power Production, Minnesota Rules Chapter
7835

MPUC Docket No. E-999/R-13-729

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS, HENNEPIN COUNTY AND
THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL AND THE METROPOLITAN

AIRPORTS COMMISSION COMMENTS

I. Exncurrvn Suuuanv
The City of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Metropolitan Council and Mehopolitan

Airports Commission (the "Large Goverrunent Consumer Group") propos€ that the proposed

rules be modified to inco4rorate the Federal requiremerrts for qualified facilities and add

consideration of accredited capacity or avoided capacity needs that benefrt a system's ratepayers

to the extent that a facility with 1,000 Kw capacity or more brings to a system.

II. An¿.lysrs or INDrvrDUAL RULBs

7835.0100 - Definitions
Subp. "Accredited Capacity"

Accredited Canacity. "Accredited Capacit)¡" means the capacity of a qualii¿ine facilitv
dgtermined by the MidContinent Independent System Operator ("MISO"). or such
govemir:e oreanization that replaces MISO. that allows the facilitv's Accredited Capacity
to be included as part of a Load Serving Entit]¡'s plan for resource adequacy.

7835.4020 - Amount of Capacity Payments; Considerations

The qualifying facility which negotiates a confract under part7835.4019 rnust be entitled
to the full avoided capacity costs of the utility if the utility needs capacity within a l0-
year planning period. The amount of capacity payments must be detemined through
consideration of the followins. without requirernent that ali be met:

A. the capacity factor of the qualif ing facility;



B. the cost of the utility's avoidable capacity:

C. the length of the conh'act tenl;

D. reasonable scheduling of maintenance;

E. tlie willingness a¡rd ability of the qualifying facility to provide firm power
during system emergencies;

F. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to allow the utility to
dispatch its generated energy;

G. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to provide firm capacity
during system peaks;

H. the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract tenl; and

I. the smaller ca¡lacity increments and the shorter lead times available when
capacity is added frorn qualifuing facilities. an{

J. The expected Accredited Capacit)¡. capacity value or expected capacitv value
to tlie utilit.v in its resource plan.

These changes are needed to both bring tlie rules into compliance with PURPA laws¡ and allow
for consideration of the resource planning benefits that a distributed generation facility brings to
the utility's system.

Dated: February 4,2A15 Respectfu lly submitted,

/e/ Richard J. Savelkoul
Richard J. Savelkoul
Martin & Squires
Attorney for Large Govemment Consumers Group
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W2750
St. Paul, MN 55101
Plrone: (651) 767474A

I Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, as amended, (PURPA) l8 CFR 292.303(b) requires capacity
payments to Qualified Facilities if the utiiity has capacity need during the succeeding ten years.

2



CERTIFTCATE OF SERVICE

I, Wendy S. Latuff, hereby certify tl¡at I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the
following to all persons at the addresses on the attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail,
courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same enveloped with postage paid in the United
States rnail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

LARGE GOVERNMMENT CONSUMER GROUP
COMMENTS

Do cket Nu¡nber n-999 -R-t3 -7 29
Dated this 4th day of February, 2015

lsl Wendy S, Laruff
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3724Wesl Avera Drive
PO Box 88920

Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8920
Telephone : 605.338.4042

Fax: 605.978.9360
www.mrenergy.comE N E R G Y S E R V I C E S@

February 4,2015

Kate Kahiert
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
12I7th Place East, Suite 350
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

Re: comments on Possible Amendments to Minnesota Rules, chapter 7g35
PUC Docket No. E-9991R-13-729

Dear Ms. Kahlert:

This letter is in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Comrnission) notice
dated December 1 8, 2014 requesting comments on proposed amendments to rules goveming
cogeneration and small power production. Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) appreciates
the Commission's eflbrts to ensure that its rules are consistent with recent statutory chãñges to
Minn. Stat. $ 216P.164, and offers the following comments relating to the proposed rules that
govern interconnections between utilities and cogeneration or small power production facilities.

MRES has identified four changes that it believes should be made to the proposed rules to
increase clarity, avoid ambiguity, and more closely conform the rules with Minn. Stat. $
2168.164, the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, as amended, and the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission's implementing regulations. For the convenience of the reader,
MRES' comments are presented in the order in which the rule pafis appear in the proposed rules,

7835.2100 - Electrical Code Compliance

The proposed rule does not indicate what version of the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC)
applies in this subpart. If the intent is to have the most recently published edition of the NESC
apply, MRES recommends the proposed rule be modified as shown below in red.

Subpart 1. Compliance: standards. The interconnection between the qualifying
facility and the utility must comply with the requirements in thc nlr'¡sT lv nublisl'red
eclition of the National Electrical safery coderlgs-l-edibisû issued by the Institute of
Elechical and Electronics Engineers

@. The interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3,

7835.47 50 - Interconnection Standards

The proposed rule requiring a utility to provide a customer a copy of, or link to, the
commission's interconnection standards would impose a significant financial and administrative



Ms. Kate Kahlert
February 4,2015
Page2

burden on small municipal electric utilities with limited resources. Additional language should
be inserted in this rule provision to allow a utility to noti$ its customers of their commission's
interconnection standards by publishing notice of those standards in a newspaper of general
circulation in the service area of the utility. This would ease the burden on small municipal
electric utilities while ensuring that custorners are aware of their commission's standards. MRES
recommends the proposed rule be modified as shown below in red.

Prior to siqnins the unifom statewide conhact. a utiiitv must distribute to each customer
a copy of. or electronic link to. the commission's order establishine interconnection
standards dated September 28.2004. in docket nurnber E-999/CI-01-1023. The utilitl/
must provide each customer a copy of. or electronic link to. subsequent changes made b)¡

A Lrtilit LlIrenlent
lce ln a ne\\,s ion in tl¡e utilit

ilrlÌrr¡na1ir¡n t lhc Cornnlissit¡n cslahlr cci i¡rtcrconlrectir¡n in docket E-
99qrcI-01- l . and clesclii-riliu u'helc ü c(lll\ ()l' tlìc ct'nllli sslt)t-ì s llllercOllneclt0l'ì)

ltandar"ds ma-v b

7835.5900 - Existing Contracts

The proposed rule provides that any existing interconnection contract executed between a utility
and a qualiôring facility (QF) with capacity of less than 40 kW remains in force until terminated
by mutual agreement of the parties. However, there may be provisions in an existing
interconnection contract that allow apariy to unilaterally terminate the contract without having
to obtain consent of the other party. For example, a utility may exercise a right to terminate an
existing interconnection contract if the QF is not, or at any time ceases to be, a "qualif ing
facility" under the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 ar if tire utility determines thar
its purchases from the QF would result in costs greater than those which the utility would incur if
it did not make such purchases. See 78 C.F.R. þ 292.304(Ð. The proposed ru1e should take into
account existing contracts that may be terminated under law by means other than mutual
agreement of the parties. MRES recommends the proposed rule be modified as shown below in
red

Anys¡-ts1¡ng interconnection e€å+ra€tsçgg!&q! executed between a utility and a
qualifyingfacilitywithi*s+all.edcapacityoflessthan40ki1owatts@

remains in force until
tenninated by mutual agreerrent of the parties. or as otherwisc:specilÌecl in tbc cr$tract.

terminstien; but net less tåan ten ns- rnere tharr 30 days,

7 835.9920 - Non-standard Provisions

The proposed rule requires utilities, including municipally owned electric utilities, which intend
to irnplement provisions other than those included in the uniform statewide contract to file a
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February 4,2015
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request for authorization with the Commission. As written, the proposed rule is inconsistent with
Minnesota Statutes $ 2168.164, subd. 9., which authorizes the local goveming body of each
municipal electric utility to regulate matters concerning cogeneration and small power
production as long as the governing body adopts and has in effect rules implementing Minnesota
Statutes $ 21 68. I 64 which are consistent with the cogeneration and small power production
rules adopted by the Commission. The proposed rule should be modified to clarify that the local
governing body of a municipal electric utility has authority to determine the provisions in the
contract as long as it has adopted and has in effect rules consistent with Minnesota Rules Chapter
7835. This could be accomplished by adding part 7835.9920 to the definition of "utility" under
part 7835.0100. MRES recommends the proposed rule be modified as shown below in red.

Subp. 24. tJtility. "Utilityu means:

A. for the purposes of parts 7835.1300 to 7835.1800 anð7835.4500 to 7835.4550, any
public utility" includìng municipally o'wned electric utilities or cooperative electric
associations, that sells eiectricity at retail in Minnesota; or

B. for the purposes of parts 7835,0200 to 7835.1200, 7835.1900 to 7835.4400,
7835,4600 to 7835.6100, and 7835.9910 to 7835.9920, any public utility, including
municipally owned electric utilities and cooperative electric associations, that sells
electricity at retail in Minnesota, except those municipally owned electric utilities that
have adopted and have in effect rules consistent with this chapter.

MRES appreciates the opporfunity to provide these brief comments on proposed rules governing
cogeneration and sr¡all power production. MRES requests that these cornments be incorporated
into the draft rules proposed by the Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

MISSOUR] RIVER ENERGY SERVICES

By: /s/ f)erpk
Derek Bertsch
Staff Attorney, Legal
Missouri River Energy Services
P.O. Box 88920
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8920
cierek. berl sch(l¡rren erg]¡. cour
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Beverly Jones Heydinger
John Tuma
Nancy Lange
Dan Lipschultz
Betsy Wergin

Chair
Commissioner
Comrnissioner
Commissioner
Com¡nissioner

In the Matter of Possible Amendmenls
to Rules Governing Cogeneration and
Small Power Production

Docket No. E-999lR-13 -729
Date: February 4,2015

MISSOURI RJVER ENBRGY SERVICBS
COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE
AMENDMENTS TO MINNESOTA
RULES, CHAPTER 7835

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

COLINTY OF LINCOLN

I, Tasha Altmann, being first duly swom, depose and state that on thc 4 day of Fcbruary,
2015,1 se¡ved a true and conect copy of the MISSOURI RMR ENERGY
SERVICES COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS TO MINNESOTA
RULES, CHAPTER 7835, on behalf of Missouri River Energy Services, by electronic
fìling, to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, T2l Tth Place East, Suile 350, St.
Paul, MN, 55101-2147, and where not served by email, I have served a true and correct
copy thereof by depositing the same in the US Mail at Sioux Falls. South Dakota.

asha Altmann
Subscribed and swom to before me

this \sday of February,2014

Dcrck Berlsch
My comrnission expires

)
) SS.

)

DEREK BERTSCH
NOTARYPUBIIC
SOIJTH DA'(OTA ^.€+b)

LrlL/d
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February 4,2Ot5

Daniel P. Wolf
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
12L7ln Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Div¡sion of Energ/ Resources
Docket No. E999/R -13-7 29

Dear Mr. Wolf:

On December 18, 2O!4, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a
Notice of lntentto Adopt Rules in Docket E999/R-1-3-729. Allached are the comments of
the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources (Department) in this
matter.

The Department is available to answer any questions the Commission may have

Sincerely,

/s/ SUSAN L. PEIRCE
Rate Analyst

sLP/rr
Attachment
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¡. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The 201-3 Legislature amended Minn. Stat. $21-68.!64 governing cogeneration and small
power production affecting interconnections between qualifying facilities and public utilities.
As a result of those legislative changes a rulemaking proceeding was undertaken to
incorporate the statutory cha nges.

On December 18, 201,4, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a
Dual Notice of lntent to Adopt Rules without a PublÌc Hearing unless 25 or more Persons
request a hearing, and Notice of Hearing if 25 or More Requests for Hearin{ are Received.

II. DEPARTMENT COMMENTS

The Department recommends a number of edits to the proposed rules. The Department
believes one issue, the definition of "firm power," may warrant further discussion in a public
hearing if the Commission determines a public hearing is necessary.

A. DEFINITION OF FIRM POWER

The use and definition of "firm power" in the current and now proposed rules is outdated, is
contrary to Midcontinent lndependent System Operator (MISO) rules and practices,
contradicts recent Commission orders, and is inconsistent with recent Department positions.

Consistent with Department positions in recent dockets and the subsequent Commission
Orders (e.9., E002 /M-13-3L5, Rate for Large Solar PV), this outdated concept of "firm
power" in the proposed rules should be replaced with the current reliability-based loss of
load expectation (LOLE) approach to determining capacity for planning resources and the
definition should be anchored in MISO's Resource Adequacy Business Practice Manual
(M ISO BPM-0 l-1-114, effective 9 I 1/ t4).



Docket No. E999/R -13-7 29
Analyst assigned: Susan L. Peirce
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https:llwww. misoenerg!¡.orglLibraq¿lBusinessPracticesManuals/Pages/BusinessPraclices
Manuals.aspx

The language of concern is found in:

7835.0100 DEFTNtTtONS

Subp. 9 Firm Power. "Firm Power" means energ/ delivered by
the qualifying facility to the utility with at least a 65% on-peak
capacity factor in the month. The capacity factor is based on the
qualifying facility's maximum on-peak metered capacity
delivered to the utility during the month.

Firm Power is subsequently referenced numerous times throughout the proposed rules, and
affects the compensation paid to a qualifying facility. The references include:

7835.3200 Standard Rates For Purchases by Cooperative Electric Associations
and Municipal Utilities From Qualifying Facilities.
7835.40II Standard Rates For Purchases by Public Utilities From Qualifying
Facilities.

Subpart 2 to each of these rule parts includes similar language. The proposed language
in Minn. Rules pt. 7835.401-1-, subp. 2 states (emphasis added):

Subp. 2. Negotiated Rates. A qualifuing facility with l-,000 kilowatt capacity or more
has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it commits to provide firm
power, be compensated under standard rates.

ilt.
tv.

7835.4014 Simultaneous Purchase and Sale Billing Rate
7835.401-5 Time-of-Day Purchase Rates

Subp. 2, B. of each of these rules includes similar language. The proposed language in
Minn. Rules pt. 7835.401-5, subp. 2, B states (emphasis added):

B. lf the qualifying facility provides firm power to the utility,
the capacity component must be the utility's net annual avoided
capacity cost per kilowatt-hour averaged over all hours shown
on schedule B; or if the generating utility has not filed schedule
B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per
kilowatt, if any, of the retail rate schedule applicable to the
qualifying facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B, divided by
the number of hours in the billing period, or if the
nongenerating utility has not filed schedule B, the capacity
component must be the capacity cost per kilowatt shown on
schedule H, divided by the number of hours in the billing period.
lf the qualifying facility does not provide firm power to the utility,
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no capacity component may be included in the compensation
paid to the qualifying facility.

The Department recommends the definition of firm power be revised to read:

7835.0100 Subp. 9 Firm Power. For purposes of this chapter,
"Firm power" means the capacity credit for the specified type of
generation as determined by the methodologl in the most
recently approved MISO Resource Adequacy Business Practices
Manual.

B, MINN. RULES PT.7825.0800, SCHEDULE E

Minn. Rules pt. 7835.0800 governs the utility's filing of its safety standards in Schedule E.

The proposed rule strikes the sentence, "These standards and procedures must not be more
restrictive than the interconnection guidelines listed in parts 7835.4800 to 7835.5800."

The Department recommends that, rather than strikingthis sentence, it be revised to read
"Ïhese standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than the interconnection
guidelines listed in p¿¡fs ."

Minn Rules 7835.2tOO requires compliance with the National Electric Code, and
7835.4750 requires that the utility provide customers with a copy of the Commission's
September 28, 2OO4 Order in docket No. E999/Cl-01-l-023 establishing interconnection
standards and any subsequent revisions. The inclusion of this proposed sentence with the
Department's proposed revision will ensure customers remain protected from the imposition
of excessive technica I requirements.

C. UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT; M/NN. RULES PT.7835.99L0

The Uniform Statewide Contract contains language setting forth a qualifying facility's (QF)
election for the rate schedule under which the utility will buy electricity from the QF.
Specifically, the contract states:

The QF and the Utility agree:

L. The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for the
class of customer to which the QF belongs.
2. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed
with the Commission. The QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

_a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.3300
_b.Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.3400
_c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.3500.
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A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed
with the Commission. lf the QF has less than 40 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the
rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

_a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.4OL3
_b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.4014
_c.Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.401-5.
A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed
with the Commission. lf the QF has at least 4O kilowatts capacity but less than l-,000
kilowatt capacity the QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

_a. Net energy billing rate under part 7835.401-3
_b.Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.40L4
_c.Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.401_5.
A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

The rates referred to under No. 2 in the Uniform Contract, and set forth in Minn. Rules pts.
7835.3200 - .3500 specifically refer to the standard rates for purchases by Cooperative
Electric Associations and Municipal Utilities from Qualifying Facilities. The rates referred to
under Nos. 3 and 4 in the Uniform Contract, and set forlh in Minn. Rules pts. 7835.401-3 -
.4OL5 refer to Public Utilities.

The Department recommends that additional clarifying language be added to the Uniform
Contract to specifically identify that No. 2 in the contract pertains to Cooperative Electric
Associations and Municipal Utilities, and Nos. 3 and 4 pertain to Public Utilities. The
Department recommends the following additions:

The tltility Cooperative Electric Association or Municipal Utility will buy
electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the
Commission.

Thefuþ.[g Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate
schedule filed with the Commission.

4 The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate
schedule filed with the Commission.

D, AREA ELECTRIC POWER SYSIEM

Minn. Rules pt. 7835.21-00, subp. 2 states "The Area Electric Power System will require
proof of complying with the NEC before the interconnection is made." The proposed rules do
not include a definition of the Area Electric Power System.

2

3
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The Commission's lnterconnection Standards contained in its September 28,2OO4 Order in
Docket No. 8999/Cl-01-1023 defines an Area Electric Power System as "an electric power
system (EPS) that serves Local EPS's. Note. Typically an Area EPS has primary access to
public rights-of-way, priority crossing of property boundaries, etc." The Department
recommends the definition of an Area Electric Power System be added to the list of
definitions contained in Minn. Rules pt. 7835.01-00.

II¡. SUMMARY OF DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

The Department recommends that the Commission adopt the proposed Rules Governing
Cogeneration and Small Power Production with the following revisions:

7835.0100 Subp. 9 Firm Power. "Firm Bewer" means energy delivered þy the

menth, The eaBaeity faeter is based upen the qualifying faeility's maximum en Beak
metered eaBaeity delivered te the utility duringthe menth, For purposes of this
chapter, "Firm power" means the capacity credit for the specified type of generation
as determined by the methodology in the most recently approved MISO Resource
Adequacy Business Practices Manual.

7835.0800 Schedule E. Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards,
required operating procedures for interconnected operations, and the functions to be
performedbyanycontrolandprotectiveapparatus.

7835,48e0 þ 7835,58e9, These standards and orocedures must not be more
restrictive than the interconnection Euidelines listed in parts 7835.21-00 and
7835.4750.

3. 7835.991-0 Uniform Statewide Contract

2 The tltili+y Cooperative Electric Associatíon or Municipal Utilit!¡ will buy
electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the
Commission.

ïhe Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate
schedule filed with the Commission.

4 The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate
schedule filed with the Commission.

Minn. Rules pt. 7835.01-00 Definitions. Area Electric Power System "Area Electric
Power System" is an electric power system (EPS)that serves Local EPS's. Note.
Typically an Area EPS has primary access to public rights-of-way, priority crossing of
property boundaries, etc.

2

3

4.
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The Department concludes that the definition of "firm power," may warrant further
discussion in a public hearing if the Commission determines a public hearing is necessary

/ft
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NOTTCE OF CANCELLAT¡ON OF HEARING TO PERSONS WHO REQUESTED A
HEARING

Proposed Rules Governing cogencration and Smstl Power Production, Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 7835

To persons who requested a hearing. The Commission is sending this Notice to all persons who
requested a hearing.

The he¡ring is canceled. In the December 29,2014, State Regist"r, on pages 959 to 9óg, the
Public Utilities Commission published a Notice of Intent to Aãopt Rules rãating to cogeneration
andsmall power production. The Notice stated that a hearing would be held on ti" proposed rulesif 25 or more persons submitted written requests for a hearin-g. In response, the Commission
received two requests for a hearing. Consequently, the Comriission is cancelingthe hearing. The
Commission will adopt the rules without a hearing and then submit the rules anã other required
documents to the chief Adminishative Law Judgã for review by the Office of Àdministrative
Hearings. The Commission will consider all wriiten comments when it adopts the rules.

Agency Contact Person. The agency contact person is: Kate Kahlert at the public utilities
Commission' l2l Seventh Place East, Suite 35b, and phone: ó51-201 -Zz3g.euestions or
coJ,nments concerning the cancellation of the hearing or about the rule adoptiù process shou¡J bedirected to the agency contact person.

b'+ttuJ.

Minnesota Fublic Utílities Commission

Date Kahlert
Commission Attorney

Revisor's lD Number R-04214
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Public Utilities Commission

Adopted Permanent Rules Relating to Cogeneration and Small Power Production

7835.0100 DEFINITIONS.

[For text of subps 1 to 3, see M.R.]

Subp. 4. Capacity. "Capacity" means the capability to produce, transmit, or deliver

electric energy, and is measured by the number of megawatts altemating current at the

point of common coupling between a qualifting facility and a utility's electric system.

Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with

providing the capability to deliver energy. The utility capital costs consist of the costs

of facilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute electricify and the fxed operating

and maintenance costs of these facilities.

[For text of subp 6, see M.R.]

Subp. 6a. Customer. "Customer" means the person named on the utility electric

bill for the premises.

[For text of subps 7 to 15, see M.R.]

Subp. 15a. Net metered facility. "Net metered facility" means an electric generation

facility constructed for the purpose of ofßetting energy use through the use of renewable

energy or high-efficiency distributed generation sources.

[For text of subps 16 and 17, see M.R.]

Subp. 17a. Point of common coupling. "Point of common coupling" means the

int where the lnc the of

output, is connected to the utility's electric power grid.

Subp. {+u_!lþ. Public utility. "Public utility" has the meaning given in Minnesota

Statutes, section 216g-.02, subdivision 4.

783 5.0100 Approved Uy R.,riro.? Èr
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[For text of subp 18, see M.R.]

Subp. 19. Qualifying facilify. "Qualifying facility" means a cogeneration or small

power production facility which satisfies the conditions established in Code of Federal

Regulations, title 18, part 292. The initial operation date or initial installation date of a

cogeneration or small power production facility must not prevent the facility from being

considered a qualifying facility for the purposes of this chapter if it otherwise satisfies

all stated conditions.

[For text of subp 20, see M.R.]

Subp. 20a. Standby charge. "Standby charge" means the rate or fee a utility charges

for the recovery of costs for the provision of standby service or standby power.

Subp. 20b. Standby service. "Standby service" means:

A. for public utilities, service or power that includes backup, or maintenancq

and=rela# services , as

describedinthepub1icuti1ity.scommission-approVedstandbytari@

electricity service available to the distributed generation faciliW; and

B. for a utility not subject to the commission's rate authority, the service

associated with the applicable tariffin eflect under Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.16ll,

subdivision 3, clause (2).

[For text of subps 2l to 24 23, see M.R.]

Subp. 24. Utility. "Utility" means:

or text of item see M.R.

B. for the purposes of parts 7835.0200 to 7835.1200, 7835.1900 to 7835.4400,

7835.4600 to 7835.6100, and 7835.9910, and7835.9920, public utility, including

municipally owned electric utilities and cooperative electric associations, that seils

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.tt

2.12

2.13

2.t4

2.15

2.16

2.17

2.t8

2.19

2.20

2.21

2.22

2.23

2.24

2783 5.0100
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3.1s

3.16
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3.2t

3.22
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3.24
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electricity at retail in Minnesota, except those municipally owned electric utilities that

have adopted and have in effect rules consistent with this chapter.

7835.0200 SCOPE AND PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to implement certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164;the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, United States Code,

title 16, section 824a-3; and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission regulations,

Code of Federal Regulations, title 18, part 292. Nothing in this chapter excuses any utility

from carrying out its responsibilities under these provisions of state and federal law. This

chapter must at all times be applied in accordance with its intent to give the maximum

possible encouragement to cogeneration and small power production consistent with

protection of the ratepayers and the public.

7835.0400 FILING OPTION.

If; after the January 1,2015, filing, schedule C is the only change in the cogeneration

and small power production tariffto be filed in a subsequent year, the utility may notiff

the commission in writing, by the date the tariff is due, that there is no other change in the

tariff. This notification and new schedule C will serve as a substitute for the refiling of

the complete tariff in that year.

7835.0800 SCHEDULE E.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures

for interconnected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and

protective apparatus. These standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than

the standards contained in the electrical code under part 7835.2100 or the interconnection

standards distributed to customers under part 7835.4750. The utility may include in

schedule E suggested types of equipment to perform the specified firnctions. No standard

or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

J7835.0800
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7835.1,200 AVAILABILITY OF FILINGS.

All filings required by parts 7835.0300 to 7835.1100 must be filed in the commission's

electronic filing system and be maintained at the utility's general offrce and any other

offices of the utility where rate case filings are kept. These frlings must be available for

public inspection at the commission and at the utility offices during normal business hours.

7835. tr.300 GEI\ERAL REPORTII..{G REQUIREMENTS.

Each utility interconnected with a qualiffing facility must provide the commission

with the information in parts 7835.1400 to 7835.1800 annually on or before March 1, and

in such form as the commission may require.

QUALIFYING

C. for each qualifying facility type, the total kilowaff-hours delivered per month

by the utility to all net averaee retail utiliry energy ffiHlglg qualifting facilities; and

D. for each qualifying facility type, the total net energy delivered per month to

the utility by net average retail utilb energy b.ilHjate qualiffing facilities.

7835.1s00 OTHER QUALTFYTNG FACILTTTES.

For all qualifying facilities not under net avetag" retail utiliû energy billing, the

utility must provide the commission with the following information:

or text of items A and B

REVISOR RSI/NB

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.tt
7835.1400 N+T AVERAGE RETAIL UTILITY ENERGY BILLED
FACILITIES.

4.12 For qualifying facilities under net average retail utility energy billing, the utility must

4.13 provide the commission with the following information:

or text of item see M.R.

B. for each qualiffing facility type, the total kilowatt-hours delivered per month

to the utility by all net averaee retail utiliry energy HH ratg qualiõ'ing facilities;

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.t8

4.t9

4.20

4.21

iaa+.2¿

4.23

4.24

4783 5.1 500

see M.R.
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5.1 7835.2100 ELECTRICAL CODE COMPLIANCE.

5.2 Subpart 1. Compliance; standards. The interconnection between the qualifying

s.3 facility and the utility must comply with the requirements in the most recently published

5.4 edition of the National Electrical Safety Code issued by the Institute of Electrical and

Electronics Engineers. The intercorrnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3.5.5

5.6

5.',7

5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

5.t2

5.13

5.r4

5.15

5. 16

5.17

5.19

5.20

Subp. 2. Interconnection. The is

responsible for complying with all applicable local, state, and federal codes, including

building codes, the lrlational EHrie Electrical Code (I.IEC), the National Eleetrie

Electrical Safety Code (NESC), and noise and emissions standards. The lceæÐleetrie

require proof

in compliance with the NEC before the interconnection is made. The intereomeetiür

eustomer qualifying facility must obtain installation approval from an electrical inspector

recognized by the Minnesota State Board of Electricity

Subp. 3. Generation system. The

generation system and installation must comply with the American National Standards

Institute/Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (ANSI/IEEE) standards

applicable to the installation

5.18 7835.2600 TYPES OF PO\ryER TO BE OFFERED; STA|IDBY SERVICE.

Subpart 1. Service to be offered. The utility must offer maintenance, interruptible,

supplementary, and backup power to the qualiffing facility upon request.

5.21 Subp. 2. Standby service; public utilify. A public utility may not impose a standby

charge for standby service on a qualifying facilify having 100 kilowatt capaeity or less. A

utility imposing rates on a qualiffing facility having more than 100 kilowatt capacify must

comply with an order of the commission establishing allowable costs.

5.22

5.23

5

5.24

7835.2600
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6.2

6.3

6.4
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Subp. 3. Standby service; cooperative or municipalify. A cooperative electric

association or municipal utility must offer a qualifying facility standby power or service

consistent with its applicable tariff for such service adopted under Minnesota Statutes,'

section 216B.16ll, subdivision 3, clause (2).

783s.3000 RÄTES FOR UTILTTY SALES TO A QUALIFYTNG FACILTTY TO
BE GOVERNED BY TARIFF.

Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3100, rates for sales to a qualiffing facility

must be governed by the applicable tariff for the class of electric utility customers to

which the qualifying facility belongs or would belong were it not a qualifying facility.

7835.3150 INTERCONNECTION WITH COOPERÄTIVE ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION OR MUNICIPAL UTILITY.

Parts 7835 .3200 to 7835.4000 apply to interconnections between a qualiffing facilify

and a cooperative electric association or municipal utility.

7835.3200 STANDARD RATES FOR. PURCHASES BY COOPERÄTIVE
ELECTRIC ASSOCIÄTIONS AND MI.NICIPAL UTILITIES FROM
QUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart 1. Qualifying facilities with 100 kilowatt capacity or less. For qualifying

facilities with capacity of 100 kilowatts or less, standard purchase rates apply. The utility

must make available three types of standard rates, described in parts 7835.3300 ,7835.3400,

and7835.3500. The qualifring facility with a capacity of 100 kilowatts or less must

choose interconnection under one of these rates, and must speciff its choice in the written

contract required in part 7835.2000 Any net credit to the quali$'ing facility must, at its

option, be credited to its account with the utility or returned by check within 15 days of the

billing date. The option chosen must be specified in the written contract required in part

7835.2000. Qualifting facilities remain responsible for any monthly service charges and

demand charges specified in the tariff under which they consume electricity from the utility.
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Subp. 2. Qualifying facilities over 100 kilowatt capacity. A qualifying facility with

more than 100 kilowatt capacity has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it

commits to provide firm power, be compensated under standard rates.

7.4 7835.3300 NæT AVERAGE RETAIL UTILITY ENERGY BIIJ'ING RÄTE.
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Subpart 1. Applicabilify. The net average retail utiliff energy tnl+ing rate is available

only to qualiffing facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts which choose not to

offer electric power for sale on either a time-of-day basis or a simultaneous purchase

and sale basis.

[For text of subps 2 and 3, see M.R.l

7835.4010 N.{TERCONNECTION WITH PUBLIC UTILITY.

Parts 7835 .4011to 7835.4023 apply to interconnections between a qualifying facility

and a public utility.

7835.4011 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLIC UTILITIES
FROM QUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart l. Standard rates. For qualifying facilities with less than 1,000 kilowatt

capacity,standard rates apply. The utiiity must make available the types of standard rates

described in parts 7835.4012 to 7835.4015. Qualifring facilities remain responsible for

any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariff under which

they consume electricity from the utility.

Subp. 2. lt{egotiated rates. A qualiffing facility with 1,000 kilowatt capacity or

more has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it commits to provide firm

power, be compensated under standard rates.

7835.4012 COMPENSATION.

Subpart 1. Facilities with less than 40 kitowatt capacity. A qualifying facility

with less than 40 kilowatt capacity has the option to be compensated at the net_gyglqgg

77835.4012



8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

8.11

8.12

8.13

8.14

8.15

8.16

8.r7

8. 18

8. 19

8.20

8.21

8.22

8.23

8.24

8.25

07lt4lIs REVISOR RSI/NIB AR42I4

retail utiiity energy bi++ing rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate, or the

time-of-day billing rate

Subp. 2. Facilities with at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt

capacity. A qualiffing facility with at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000

kilowatt capacity has the option to be billed at the simultaneous purchase and sale billing

rate, or at the time-of-day billing rate.

7835.4013 AVERAGE RETAIL ENERGY RÄTE.

Subpart 1. Method of billing. The utility must bill the qualifying facility for the

energy supplied by the utility that exceeds the amount of energy supplied by the qualiffing

facility during each billing period according to the utility's applicable retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for billing. When the energy generated by the

qualifying facility exceeds that supplied by the utility during a billing period, the utility

must compensate the qualifying facility for the excess energy at the average retail utility

energy rate.

7835.40L4 SIMULTANEOUS PURCHASE AND SALE BILLING RATE.

Subpart 1. Method of billing. The qualiffing facility must be billed for all energy

and capacity it consumes during a billing period according to the utility's applicable retail

rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qualifying facility. The utility must purchase all energy

and capacity which is made available to it by the qualifying facility. At the option of the

qualifying facility, its entire generation must be deemed to be made available to the utility.

Compensation to the qualiffing facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate system average incremental

energy costs shown on schedule A; or if the generating utility has not filed schedule A,

the energy component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to the

87835.4014
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qualifying facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A, the energy component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualifying facility provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacity cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over all hours shown on schedule B; or if the generating utility has not filed

schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per kilowatt, if any, of the

retail rate schedule applicable to the qualiffing facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B,

divided by the number of hours in the billing period; or if the nongenerating utility has not

filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the capacity cost per kilowatt shown on

schedule H, divided by the number of hours in the billing period. If the qualiffing facility

does not provide firm power to the utility, no capacity componentmay be included in the

compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4015 TIME-OF-DAY PURCHASE RÄTES.

Subpart l. Method of billing. The qualifying facility must be billed for all

energy and capacity it consumes during each billing period according to the utility's

applicable retail rate schedule. Any utility rate-regulated by the commission may propose

time-oÊday retail rate tariffs which require qualifying facilities that choose to sell power

on a time-oÊday basis to also purchase power on a time-oÊday basis.

Subp. 2. Compensation to quatifying facitity. The utility must purchase all energy

and capacity which is made available to it by the qualiffing facility. Compensation to the

qualifying facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate on-peak and off-peak system

incremental costs shown on schedule A; or if the generating utility has not filed schedule

A, the energy component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to

the qualifring facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A, the energy component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

97835.4015
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B. If the qualifying facilify provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacity cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over the on-peak hours as shown on schedule B; or if the generating utilify has

not filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per kilowatt,

if any, of the retail rate schedule applicable to the qualifting facility, fited in lieu of

schedules A and B, divided by the number of on-peak hours in the billing period; or if
the nongenerating utility has not filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the

capacity cost per kilowatt shown on schedule H, divided by the number of on-peak hours

in the billing period. The capacity component applies only to deliveries during on-peak

hours. If the qualifying facility does not provide firm power to the utility, no capacity

component may be included in the compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4016 INDIVIDUAL SYSTEM CAPACITY LIMITS.

Subpart 1. Applicability. Individual system capacity limits are subject to the

requirements in Minnesota Statutes, section 216r-.164, subdivision 4c.

Subp. 2. Usage history. A facility subject to capacity limits with less than 12 calendar

months of actual electric usage or no demand metering available is subject to limits based

on data for similarly situated customers combined with any actual data for the facility.

7835.4017 NET METERED FACILITY; BILL CREDITS.

Subpart 1. Kilowatt-hour credit. A customer with a net metered facility can elect

to be compensated for net input into the utility's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour

credit on the customer's bill, subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.l64,subdivision

3a, and the following conditions:

A. the customer is not receiving a value of solar rate under Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164, subdivision 10;

B. the customer is interconnected with a public utility; and

7835.4017 10
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C. the net metered facility has a capacity of at least 40 kilowatt capacity but

less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity.

Subp. 2. Notification to customer. A public utiiity must notify the customer of the

option to be compensated for net input in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit under subpart

1. The public utility must inform the customer that if the customer does not elect to be

compensated for net input in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill, the customer

will be compensated for the net input at the utility's avoided cost rate, as described in

the utility's tariff for that customer class.

Subp. 3. End-of-year net input. A public utility must compensate the customer, in

the form of a payment, for any net input remaining at the end of the calendar year at the

utility's avoided cost rate, as described in the utility's tariff for that class of customer.

7835.4018 AGGR,EGATION OF METERS.

A public utility must aggregate meters at the request of a customer as described in

Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 4a.

7835.4019 QUALIFYING FACILITTES OF 1,000 KILOWATT CAPACITY OR
MORE.

A qualifying facility with capacity of 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more must negotiate

a contract with the public utility to set the applicable rates for payments to the customer of

avoided capacity and energy costs. Nothing in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.4015 prevents

a utility from connecting qualiffing facilities of greater than 1,000 kilowatt capacity

under its avoided cost rates.

7835.4020 AMOUNT OF CAPACITY PAYMENTS; CONSIDERÄTIONS.

The qualifring facility which negotiates a contract under part7835.4019 must be

entitled to the fulI avoided capacity costs of the utility. The amount of capacity payments

must be determined through consideration of,

A. the capacity factor of the qualifying facility;
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B. the cost of the utility's avoidable capacity;

C. the length of the contract term;

D. reasonable scheduling of maintenance;

E. the willingness and abilify of the qualifying facility to provide firm power

during system emergencies;

F. the willingness and ability of the qualifring facility to allow the utility to

dispatch its generated energy;

G. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to provide frm capacity

during system peaks;

H. the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract term; and

I. the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when

capacity is added from qualifying facilities.

7835.402I UTILITY TREATMENT OF COSTS.

All purchases from qualifying facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts and

purchases of energy from qualifying facilities with capacity of 40 kilowatts or more must

be considered an energy cost in calculating a utility's fuel adjustment clause.

7835.4022 LIMITING CUMULÄTIVE GENERATION.

A public utility requesting that the commission limit cumulative generation of net

metered facilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 4b, must file

its request with the commission under chapter 7829.

7835.4023 ALTERNATIVE TARIFF FOR VALUE OF SOLAR.

If a public utility has received commission approval of an alternative tariff for the

value of solar under Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 10, the tariff

applies to new solar photovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariff approval date.

7835.4023 T2
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13.1 7835.4750 INTERCONNECTIONSTANDARDS.

Before a customer the uniform statewide contract, a utility

I J.J must distribute to eaehlhat customer a copy of, or electronic link to, the commission's

order establishing interconnection standards dated September 28,2004, in docket number13.4

13.9

13.10

13.t2

13.13

13.r4

13.15

t3.t6

13.17

r3.5 E-999lCI-01-1023 or to curren effective interconnection standards established

13.6 subsequent commission order

13.7

13.8 7835.5900 EXISTING CONTRACTS.

Any existing interconnection contract executed between a utitity and. a qualifying

facility with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts remains in force until terminated by mutual

13.11 agreement of the parties or as otherwise specif,ied in the contract.

7835.5950 RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDIT; OWNERSHIP.

all renewable energy credits unless:

A. other ownership is expressly provided for in-the lae contract between the

andautility@

B. state law specifies a different outcome; or

C. specific commission orders or rules specify a different outcome

13.18 7835.9910 UNIFORM STATE\ryIDE CONTRACT; FORM.

The form for the uniform statewide contract must be applied to all new and existing

interconnections between a utility and cogeneration and small power production facilities

having less than 1,000 kilowatts of capacity, except as described in part 7835.5900.

LIITIFORM STATEWIDE CONITRACT FOR COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER

PRODUCTION FACILITIES

13.19

13.20

13.21

t3.22

13.23

13.24 THIS CONTRACT is entered into

-, 
bY

13.25

7835.9910 r3

(hereafter called "Utility") and
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(hereafter called "QF").

RECITALS

The QF has installed electric generating facilities, consisting

of

t4.t
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(Description of facilities),

rated at _ kilowatts of electricity, on properfy located at

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parailel with the Utility.

The QF's electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota

Public Utilities Commission (hereafter called "Commission") rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production and any technical standards for interconnection the Utility has

established that are authorized by those rules.

The Utility is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the QF

and to purchase electricity offered for sale by the QF.

A contract between the QF and the Utility is required by the Commission's rules.

The eF and the utility agree: 
AGREEMENTS

1. The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for the

class of customer to which the QF belongs.

2. The Cooperative Electric Association or Municipally Owned Electric Utility will

buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission.

The QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. ìtet Average retail utility energy bi1+ing rate under part7835.3300.

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part.7835.3400.

7835.9970 I4
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c. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part7835.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule

filed with the Commission. If the QF has less than 40 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the

rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. Net Average retail utili8 energy bil+iûg rate under part7835.4013.

c. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule

filed with the Commission. If the QF is not a net metered facility and has at least 40

kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000 kilowaff capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule

category hereinafter indicated:

a. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part7835.4014.

b. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

15.17 5. The Public Utility will buy electricity from a net metered facility under the current

15.18 rate schedule fifed with the Commission or will compensate the facility in the form of a

15.19 kilowatt-hour credit on the facility's enersv bill. If the net metered faciliW has at least 40

ts.2o kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the rate òchedule

15.21 categoryhereinafterindicated:

t5.22 a. Kilowatt-hour enersv credit on the customer's energy bill, carried forward

1s.23 and applied to subsequent energy bills, with an aq4ual true-up under part7835.4017

t5.24 b. Simultanequs pqlchase an{ qale bllli4g rate under part7835.4014.

15.25 c. Time-of-dav purchase rates under part7835.4015.

A copy of the presentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this contract15.26

783 s.9910 15
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5_þ. The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the time this

contract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or of the Commission, and the QF and the

Utility agree that sales and purchases will be made under the rates in eflect each month

during the time this contract is in force.

6 7. The Public Utility, Cooperative Electric Association, or Municipally Owned

Electric Utility will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for each

billing period. Any net credit to the QF other than kilowatt-hour credits under clause 5

will be made under one of the following options as chosen by the QF:

* a. Credit to the QF's account with the Utility.

2b. Paidby check to the QF within l5 days of the billing date.

7 8. Renewable energy credits associated with generation from the facility are

owned by:

I9. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules,

regulations, and policies adopted by the Utility not prohibited by the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical

connection and operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the

QF's right to bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized by Minnesota Rules,

part7835.4500, and any other provision of the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

9-1iQ. The Utility's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production.

+O_!1 The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conform to

the national, state, and local electric and safety codes, and will be responsible for the

costs of conformance.

++ 12. The QF is responsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection

which are estimated to be $ . The QF will pay the Utility in this

7835.9910 t6
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way

+2 13 The QF will give the lJtility reasonable access to its properly and electric

generating facilities if the configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection

or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's

properfy, the Utility will remain responsible for its personnel.

ßJ!. The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system

emergency. The Utility will not discriminate against the QF when it stops providing

electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

++J1. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when

necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain, repair, replace, remove,

investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system.

The lJtility will notify the QF before it stops purchasing electricity in this

way:

+5_1É. The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property

damage due to the installation, interconnection, and operation of its electric generating

facilities. The amount of insurance coverage will be $ (The amount

must be consistent with the Commission's interconnection standards under Minnesota

Rules, part 7 835.47 50).

+6I7_. This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the

Utility. This contract will remain in force until either the QF or the Utility gives written

notice to the other that the contract is canceled. This contract will be canceled 30 days

after notice is given.

l+l! This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utility

except that this contract shall at all times be subject to all rules and orders issued by

the Public Utilities Commission or other goveniment agency having jurisdiction over

7835.9910 t7
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the subject matter of this contract. The QF and the Utility are not responsible for any

agreements other than those stated in this contract.

THE QF AND THE UTILITY FIAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE

TO BE BOLTND BY ITS TERMS. AS EVIDE}{CE OF THEIR AGREEMENT THEY

HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOW ON THE DATE WRITTEN AT

THE BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

18.8

18.9

18.10

QF

By

18.11

rB.t2 UTILITY

18.13 By

l 8.14

18.rs (Title)

18.16

18.17

18.18

18.19

18.20

18.21

18.22

18.23

7835.9920 NONSTANDARD PROVISIONS.

A utility intending to implement provisions other than those included in the uniform

statewide form of contract must file a request for authorizationwith the commission. The

filing must conform with chapter 7829 andmust identify all provisions the utility intends

to use in the contract with a quali$ing facility.

REPEALER. Minnesota Rules, parts 7835 .2300;7835.2500;7835.2700;7835.2900;

7835.4800;7835.4900;7835.5000;7835.5100;7835.5200;7835.5300;7835.5400;

7835.5500 ; 7 835.5600; 7835.5700; and 7835.5800, are repealed.

7835.9920 18
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BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSTON

Beverly Jones Heydinger
Nancy Lange
Dan Lipschultz
John A. Tuma
Betsy Wergin

In the Matter of Possible Amendments to Rules
Governing Cogeneration and Small Power
Production, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7835

Chair
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

ISSUE DATE: July 17,2015

DOCKET NO. E-999lR- I 3-729

ORDER ADOPTING RULES

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

In August, 2013, the Commission opened this rulemaking to incorporate recent statutory changes
to Minn. Stat. $ 2168.164, governing cogeneration and small power production.

On October 30"2014, at a duly noticed meeting, with a quorum present, the Commission
authorized the proposal of rules in Chapter 7835. The proposed rules, along with a Notice of Intent
to Adopt, were published in the December 29,2014, State Register.

The Commission received eleven comments on the proposed rules

The Commission also received two hearing requests during the comment period, neither of which
was withdrawn. Under Minn. Stat. $ 14.25, an agency is required to hold a public hearing if 25 or
more persons submit written requests for a public hearing on the proposed rule. The Commission
did not hold a public hearing because the Commission received fewer than25 hearing requests.

On February 6, 201 5, .the Commission sent notice of cancellation of the public hearing to those
persons who requested a hearing, as well as to those on the official service list for the proceeding
The notice was also made publicly available on the same day, via the Commission's electronic
filing system.

The Commission received no requests for notice of the rules' submission to the Office of
Adm in istrative Heari ngs.

The Commission met on June 12, 2015" at a duly noticed meeting, with a quorum of its members
present, to adopt the proposed rule amendments.

The agency has complied with all notice and procedural requirements in Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 14, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 1400; and other applicable law. At its June l2 meeting, the
Commission adopted the rules, with modifications as set forth below, and authorizing the
Executive Secretary to sign this Order.
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

I. Introduction

Having considered the entire record herein, the Commission finds that the proposed rules are
needed and reasonable for the reasons set forth in the Statement of Need and Reasonableness
The Commission makes modifications to the proposed rules as described below.

II. Background

On August 26,2013, the Commission published a Request for Comments in the State Register
and did a mass mailing to the rulemaking list, and others potentially interested in or affected by
this rulemaking proceeding, requesting comments on amending the rules to incorporate recent
statutory changes to Minn. Stat. $ 2168.164.

In response to comments received, the Commission appointed an advisory committee, which met
monthly between April and August,2013. Commission staff worked with the committee to
identifli issues and to further develop possible rule changes in response to committee input,
consistent with the Commission's objective to update the rules as necessary to incorporate
statutory changes and to make housekeeping changes as necessary to increase clarity. The
committee was able to resolve a number of issues, although there were issues on which the
committee did not reach consensus.

With input from the committee, the Commission developed proposed rules, which were published
in the State RegisÍer on December 29,2014, along with a Notice of Intent to Adopt the rules. The
Commission issued its Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) that same day.

The Commission received eleven comments on the proposed rules, most of which include
recommended clarifications to the proposed rule language, and most of which the Commission
will adopt, as explained in further detail below.

III. Modifications to Proposed Rules

Modifications to proposed rules are governed by Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b) and (c), which
state:

(b) A modification does not make a proposed rule substantially different if:

( 1) the differences are within the scope of the matter announced in the notice of intent to
adopt or notice of hearing and are in character with the issues raised in that notice;

(2) the differences are a logical outgrowth of the contents of the notice of intent to adopt
or notice of hearing and the comments submitted in response to the notice; and

(3) the notice of intent to adopt or notice of hearing provided fair warning that the
outcome of that rulemaking proceeding could be the rule in question.
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(c) In determining whether the notice of intent to adopt or notice of hearing provided fair warning
that the outcome of that rulemaking proceeding could be the rule in question the following
factors must be considered.

(l ) the extent to which persons who will likely be affected by the rule should have
understood that the rulemaking proceeding on which it is based could affect their
interests;

(2) the extent to which the subject matter of the rule or issues determined by the rule are
different from the subject matter or issues contained in the notice of intent to adopt or
notice of hearing; and

(3) the extent to which the effects of the rule differ from the effects of the proposed rule
contained in the notice of intent to adopt or notice of hearing.

The Commission makes the following modifications, which do not make the proposed rules
substantially different, as explained below.

A. 7835.0100, subp. 5. Capacity Costs.

The Commission will make the following technical correction to the definition of '"capacity
costs." The definition will be modified to read:

"Capacity costs" means the costs associated with providing the capability to deliver
energy. +hey-€onstst-of The utility capital costs consist of the costs of facilities used to
generate, transmit, and distribute electricity and the fixed operating and maintenance
costs of these facilities.

The Commission makes this change to ensure grammatical accuracy and to simply and clarifu its
rule language in a manner that does not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed.

B. Part 7835.0100. Point of Common Coupling.

The proposed rule defines "capacity" as the number of megawatts alternating current at the
"point of common coupling." The Commission received comments from Minnesota Power
recommending that the definition be modified to state that it is measured by the number of
megawatts alternating current at the "point of generator output," instead of at the "point of
common coupling." The Commission concurs that generator output (the customer's actual
output) is relevant in measuring capacity.
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To address the issue raised, however, the Commission will separately define "point of common
coupling." Use of this term is consistent with recent Commission decisions, including the
Commission's decision establishing interconnection standards, which define "point of common
coupling" as the point where the local area electric power system (the customer's system) is
connected to an area electric power system (the utility's system).1

The Commission will therefore define the term as follows

"Point of common coupling" means the point where the qualifzing facility's generation
system, including the point of generator output, is connected to the utility's electric power
system.

It is necessary and reasonable to define this term consistent with the definition contained in the
Commission's interconnection standards and to clari$r that the point of generator output is
relevant in measurin g capacity.2

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Adding a definition of "point of common coupling" is within the scope of the changes contained in
the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which states that the proposed rules incorporate statutory changes
affecting capacity. It is a logical outgrowth of these changes and the comments received to clarifli
that measuring the capacity of a customer's facility includes measuring generator output.

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which incorporate and clarifli the new
statutory definition of "capacity." And based on Minnesota Power's comments, affected persons
should have understood, and did understand, that this rulemaking proceeding could affect their
interests.

C. 7835.0100, subp. 20a. Standby Charge.

The Midwest Cogeneration Association recommended clarifliing that a standby charge is the rate
or fee imposed by a utility for "the recovery of costs for the provision" of standby service.

The Commission concurs with the Midwest Cogeneration Association to further clariÛz the rule,
as recommended. The Commission will therefore modif,i the proposed definition of "standby
charge" to read:

"Standby charge" means the rate or fee a utility charges for the recovery of costs for the
provision of standby service or standby power.

I In the Matter of Establishing Generic Standards for Utility Tarffi for Interconnection and Operation of
Distributed Generation Facilities under Minnesota Laws 2001, Chapter 212, Docket No.
E-999lcl-01-1023, Order Establishing Standards (September 28,2004); and In the Matter of the Petition
of Northern States Power Company, d/b/a Xcel Energy for Approval of its Proposed Community Solar
Garden Program, E-002/M-13-867, Order Approving Solar Garden Plan with Modifications
(September 17 .2014).
2 By the time the Commission met to consider adopting the proposed rules, Minnesota Power had
concurred with staffs recommended definition of "point of common coupling."
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The Commission makes this change to simplifli and clarifu its rule language in a manner that
does not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. But this change, to the extent that it is
more specific, and therefore different from the proposed rule, is a logical outgrowth of, and
within the scope of the Notice and proposed rules, which provided notice of changes affecting
standby charges. And based on the comments ofthe Midwest Cogeneration Association, affected
persons should have understood" and did understand, that their interests could be affected by this
rulemaking proceeding.

D. 7835.0100, subp. 20b. Standby Service.

The Commission concurs with a recommendation of Minnesota Power to modifu the definition of
'standby service" to use "distributed generation facility," in place of "facility." This is consistent
with use of "distributed generation facility" in the statutory definition of "standby charge."

The Commission will also modify the proposed rule to increase clarity by removing the phrase
"related services." Standby service includes "backup" or "maintenance" services, both of which
the existing rules define. It is therefore unnecessary to include the phrase "related services."

With these two changes, the Commission will also make a technical correction to increase
grammatical clarity in the proposed rule by moving the phrase "as described in the public utility's
commission-approved standby tariff'to the middle of the sentence. The proposed rule will
therefore be modified to read.

"Standby service" means

A for public utilities, service or power that includes backup or maintenance an#
related services. as described in the public utilitl¿'s Commission-approved
standb]¡ tariff,, necessary to make electricity service available to the distributed
generation facility.
s+andþ+arifr;

These changes are necessary and reasonable to increase clarity and to make the rule more
consistent with the statutory language.

These changes do not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
The Commission makes these changes to simpli$r and clari$, its rule language in a manner that does
not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. But this change, to the extent that it is more
specific, and therefore different from the proposed rule, is a logical outgrowth of, and within the
scope of, the Notice and proposed rules, which provided notice of changes affecting standby
charges. And based on the comments of Minnesota Power, affected persons should have understood,
and did understand, that their interests could be affected by this rulemaking proceeding.

E. 7835.0100, subp.24. Utility.

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) recommended a technical clarification to the definition
of "utility" to include a reference to proposed rule provision, 7835.9920, governing nonstandard
contract provisions.
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The Commission concurs with MRES and will therefore modifr the proposed rule to read:

"Utility" means.

fText of item A omitted herel

B. for the purposes of parts 7835.0200 to 7835.1200,7835.1900 to 7835.4400,
1835.4600 to1835.6100, and 7835.9910^ and7835.9920, any public utility, including
municipally owned electric utilities and cooperatrve electric associations, that sells
electricity at retail in Minnesota, except those municipally owned electric utilities that
have adopted and have in effect rules consistent with this chapter.

This correction clarifies, without altering the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed, that the
existing definition applies to the proposed rule part cited. Proposed rule part7835.9920 is not
intended to apply to municipal electric utilities with separate rules that are in effect and consistent
with the Commission's rules.

F. 7835.0800. Schedule E.

The Commission received comments from the Department of Commerce (the Department) and
Powerfully Green recommending that the Commission modifu the proposed rule by nor striking
the following sentence:

These standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than the interconnection
guidelines listed in parts 7835.4800 to 7835.5800.

The proposed rule showed this sentence with a strikethrough because the rule parts cited will be
repealed, but in comments, the Department and Powerfully Green stated that retaining the
sentence and citing to other applicable rule parts clarifies the existing policy objective that utility
standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than what is required by other, applicable
standards.

The comments recommended citing to existing rule part 7835.2100, which governs compliance
with the National Electrical Safety Code, and to proposed rule part 7835.4150, which requires
each utility to distribute copies of the Commission's standards to their customers before they sign
the uniform statewide contract.

The Commission concurs with the comments that clariffing the sentence, rather than striking it,
is reasonable and will modi$r the sentence to read as follows:

These standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than the standards
in the electrical code

standards distributed to customers under part 7835.4750.

This change is necessary and reasonable to underscore the current policy objective limiting a
utility from establishing more restrictive standards and procedures than are required by the
National Electrical Safety Code or by the Commission.
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This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. g 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Clarifuing the sentence using updated citations, rather than striking it, is within the scope of the
changes contained in the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which states that the proposed rules affect
interconnection standards. It is a logical outgrowth of these changes and the comments received
to update the rule citations listed.

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which remove references to outdated
interconnection guidelines. And based on the comments of the Department and Powerfully
Green, affected persons should have understood, and did understand, that this rulemaking
proceeding could affect their interests.

G. 7835.2100. Electrical Code Compliance

The Commission received comments from the Department and MRES recommending
clarifications to the proposed rule language.

l. Subpart I

MRES recommended clarifying subpart I of the proposed rule by adding the following language,
as underlined:

The interconnection between the qualifuing facility and the utility must comply with the
requirements in the most recently published edition of the National Electrical Safety
Code;{98{-ed+t+eq issued by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers as-

. The
interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and3.

The Commission eoncurs with the recommended clarification of MRES. The editions of the
National Electric Safety Code are issued every five years, and the Commission will therefore
incorporate the proposed modification. This change is necessary and reasonable to increase
clarity and to eliminate possible confusion over which edition applies.

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Clariffing language governing electrical code compliance is within the scope of the changes
contained in the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which states that the proposed rules include
housekeeping changes to increase clarity It is a logical outgrowth of these changes and the
comments received to clariflz which edition of the National Electrical Safety Code is applicable

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which require compliance with the
National Electrical Safety Code. And based on the comments of MRES, affected persons should
have understood, and did understand, that this rulemaking proceeding could affect their interests.
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2. Subparts 2 and 3

The Department recommended adding to the rules a definition of "electric area power system,"
which is defined by the Commission's interconnection standards as "an electric power system
that serves local electric power systems."3

To address this issue, the Commission will use "qualifuing facility" and "utility," consistent with
existing rule language (rather than use the terms "interconnection customer" and "area electric
power system," which are used in the Commission's order establishing interconnection
standards). The Commission will therefore modif,i subparts 2 and 3 as follows.

Subpart 2. Interconnection.

The ffi qualifiring facility is responsible for complying with all
applicable local, state, and federal codes, including building codes, the National
Electrical Code (NEC), the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC), and noise and
emissions standards. The utility must require proof eÊ

facil ln with the NEC before the
interconnection is made. The +ntereenneetien-eustomer qualif.ving facility must obtain
installation approval from an electrical inspector recognized by the Minnesota State
Board of Electricity.

Subp. 3. Generation system.
The ffi qualifuing facilitv's generation system and installation
must comply with the American National Standards Institute/Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers(ANsVIEEE) standards applicable to the installation.

These changes are necessary and reasonable to increase clarity by eliminating possible confusion
between language used in existing rule parts and language used in the Commission's
interconnection standards.

These changes do not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
The Commission makes these changes to simplify and clarify its rule language in a manner that
does not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. But this change, to the extent that it is
more specific, and therefore different from the proposed rule, is a logical outgrowth of, and
within the scope of, the Notice, which states that the proposed rules include housekeeping
changes to increase clarity. Clarif ing terminology is logically within the scope of the issues
identified in the Notice. And based on the Department's comments, affected persons should have
understood, and did understand, that their interests could be affected by this rulemaking
proceeding.

H. 7835.4019. Qualifying Facilities of 1,000 Kilowatt Capacity or More.

The Commission will make a technical correction to the first sentence of proposed rule part
7835.4019 to clariSr that the rule applies to interconnections with a public utility. The proposed
rule will therefore read:
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A quali$ing facility with 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more must negotiate a contract with
the public utility to set the applicable rates for payments to the customer of avoided
capacity and energy costs.

The Commission makes this change to simplify and clariSr its rule language in a manner that
does not alter the meanrng, or effect of the rule as proposed.

I. 7835.4750. Interconnection Standards.

This proposed rule requires a utility to distribute to each customer, prior to signing the uniform
statewide contract, a copy of the Commission's current interconnection standards, and to provide
to each customer subsequent changes to the standards. MRES recommended that the proposed
rule be modified to allow utilities the option of satisfuing the notification requirement by
publishing notice of the Commission's interconnection standards in a newspaper of general
circulation, along with information on where customers can obtain a copy of the standards.

MRES stated that it would be burdensome for some utilities, particularly smaller utilities, to
notifu customers individually of subsequent changes to the standards.

The proposed rule is intended to require a utility to provide the Commission's interconnection
standards (or subsequent changes to the standards) only prior to signing the contract with the
customer. The Commission will therefore address the issue raised by MRES by clari$uing the
proposed rule to read as follows:

Before a customer signs the uniform statewide contract, a utility must distribute to
that customer a copy of, or electronic link to, the commission's order establishing
interconnection standards dated September 28,2004, in docket number E-999lCI-01-
1023, or to currentl effective interconnection standards established bv subseouent
commission order

This change is necessary and reasonable to clari$r that a utility must distribute the
interconnection standards to customers prior to when they sign the contract.

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Modifying the language to clarify the responsibilities of a utility to provide information to
customers is within the scope of the changes contained in the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which
states that the proposed rules include changes affecting the uniform statewide contract. It is a
logical outgrowth of these changes and the comments received to clarifiz that a utility is required
to distribute the Commission's interconnection standards to new customers before they sign the
contract but is not required to subsequently distribute any changes made to those standards to all
customers.

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which require utilities to provide
customers with the Commission's interconnection standards before they sign the contract. And
based on the comments of MRES, affected persons should have understood, and did understand,
that this rulemaking proceeding could affect their interests.
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J. 7835.5900. Existing Contracts.

MRES recommended clari$ing the proposed rule, which incorporates statutory language
affecting existing interconnections. The statute applies the uniform statewide contract to all new
and existing interconnections except that existing contracts may remain inforce until terminated
by mutual agreement between both parties.

MRES stated that some utilities might, under existing contracts, exercise a unilateral right to
terminate, according to the terms of the existing contract. While the statute was amended to apply
the uniform statewide form of contract to all new and existing contracts, the statute states that
"existing contracts may remain in force until terminated by mutual agreement between both
parties." MRES recommended modifuing the proposed rule to add the phrase "or as otherwise
specified in the contract" as shown in bold below:

Any existing interconnection eentraets-çqnlLI4EL executed between a utility and a
qualiffingfacilitywithinstalledcapacityoflessthan40kilowatts@

witlr-the uniferm statervide eontraet at the eptiorrof
remains in force until

terminated b)¡ mutual agreement of the parties or as otherwise specified in the contract.

The Commission concurs that this modification clarifies that parties will continue to have the
option to exercise their rights to terminate, which are otherwise in effect under an existing
contract. The Commission will therefore modifu the proposed rule language as recommended.

This change is necessary and reasonable to ensure flexibility for regulated entities, as anticipated
by the statute, The statute's use of the word "may remain in force" leaves discretion to allow
parties to be governed by the terms of an existing contract.

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Modiffing the language to incorporate flexibility anticipated by the statute is within the scope of
the changes contained in the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which states that the proposed rules
include changes affecting the uniform statewide contract. It is a logical outgrowth of these
changes and the comments received to clari$r that parties have the option to terminate their
contracts by mutual agreement, or as otherwise specified in the contract.

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which incorporate statutory changes
governing contract termination, consistent with the statutory changes. And based on the
comments of MRES, affected persons should have understood, and did understand, that this
rulemaking proceeding could affect their interests.
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K. 7835.5950. Renewable Energy Credit; Ownership.

Xcel Energy recommended changes to the proposed rule to incorporate the precise language
from the Commission's decision on renewable energy credit (REC) ownership.a Xcel
recommended that the rule be modified to read.

@itf€rvnsGeneratorsownallrenewableenergycreditsunless(l)other
ownershipisexpresslyprovidedfor+n-theb)¡acontractbetween@a
senerator and a utility @; (2) state law specifies a different outcome.
or l3) soecific Commission orders or rules specifv a different outcome.

The Commission concurs with Xcel that this is a reasonable change and will therefore modif,i the
proposed rule as recommended. This change is necessary and reasonable to further clarifl, the
proposed rule, consistent with the Commission's decision governing REC ownership.

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. $ 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
The Commission makes this change to simply and clari$z its rule language in a manner that does
not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. But this change, to the extent that it is more
specific, and therefore different from the proposed rule, is a logical outgrowth of, and within the
scope of the Notice, which provided notice that the proposed rules include housekeeping
changes to increase clarity. It is a logical outgrowth of these changes and the comments received
to more precisely incorporate the language from the Commission"s decision governing REC
ownership. And based on Xcel's comments, affected persons should have understood, and did
understand, that their interests could be affected by this rulemaking proceeding.

L. 7835.9910. Uniform Statewide Contract; Form.

The Commission received comments on proposed changes to the uniform statewide contract
from Xcel Energy, the Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA), and the Department.

l. Kilowatt-hour credits

The recent statutory changes include a provision stating that a net metered facility (with capacity
of at least 40 kW but less than 1,000 kW) has the option to be compensated for net input into the
utility's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the customer's bill carried forward and
applied to subsequent energy bills.s The proposed rules incorporate this statutory provision in
proposed rule part 7835,4017. Through inadvertence, however, the proposed rule changes to the
uniform statewide contract do not list the kilowatt-credit as an available option to qualifying
customers.6

a In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into Ownership of Renewable Energy Credits (Jsed to Meet
Minnesota Requiremenls, Docket No. E-999lCI-13-720, Order Determining Renewable Energy Credit
Ownership Under Minn. Stat. $ 2168.164 (July 22,2014).
5 Mintr. Stat. $ 2168.164, subd. 3a.

6 
The existing contract language lists compensation rates that correspond to rule parts governing the rate

category listed. For example, clause 2 of the contract lists three rate categories, each with a citation to the
corresponding rule part governing the rate listed.
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In response to the proposed rules, Xcel stated that it would not bank a customer's kilowatt-hour
credits for net input. Instead, customers would be compensated for net rnput at the avoided cost
rate (generally lower than the kilowatt-hour credit rate) in the form of a payment (not
kilowatt-hour credrts) each month.

The Commission will therefore modify the proposed rule to include a clause allowing net
metered facilities to select the kilowatt-hour credit option; the clause will correspond to rule part
7835.4017 and will read as follows.

5 The Public Iltilitv will huv electrìcrtv a net metered facilitv under the current
rate schedule fited with the Commission or will comoensate the facilitv in the form of a
kilowatt-hour credit on the facilitv's enersv bill If the net metered facilitv has at least 40
kilowatts canacitv br¡t less than 000 kilowatt caoacitv- the OF elects the rate schedule

category herein?fter indicated:

a kilowatt-hour enersv credit on the er's enersv bill- carried forward and
q lied to sub canrranf o-or-t, hi il ,,,;+h qn ennrrql frrrc-rrn rrnrler nqrt'7Q?\ Añ1'7

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under þart7835.4014.

rates under I

ed rate schedule is

The Commission will also clarify clause 4 of the contract to state that it applies to non-net
metered facilities by adding the following language.

If the QF is not a net metered facilitv and has at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than
1,000 kilowatt capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated.

These changes are necessary and reasonable to clarify that a net metered facility has the option to
elect the compensation rate governed by proposed rule part7835.4017, which authorizes a
customer to elect compensation in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the customer's energy
biil.

This change does not create a substantially different rule under Minn. Stat. g 14.05, subd. 2 (b).
Incorporating a contract clause to allow a net metered customer to select a form of payment, as

set forth in a corresponding proposed rule provision, is within the scope of the changes contained
in the Notice of Intent to Adopt, which notified persons that the proposed rules incorporate
statutory changes governing billing compensation rates for facilities. It is a logical outgrowth of
these changes and the comments received to add a contract clause that enables customers to elect
the compensation rate set forth in part7835.4017 .

Furthermore, fair warning of this change was provided. It is consistent with the issues contained
in the Notice and is similar in effect to the proposed rules, which authorize a customer with a net
metered facility to select compensation in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit under part
7835.4017. And based on Xcel's comments, affected persons should have understood, and did
understand, that this rulemaking proceeding could affect their interests.
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2. Use of "utility"

The Department recommended clariSring use of the term "utility" by instead using "cooperative
electric association or municipal electric utility" in clause 2 of the contract and by using "public
utility" in clauses 3 and 4 of the contract.

MREA similarly recommended that the proposed rule be modified to specify that the contract
governs interconnections between: a cooperative electric association or a municipal electric
utility and a qualifzing facility having less than 40 kW capacity or a public utility and a
qualifying facility having less than 1,000 kW capacity. MREA also recommended adding
language to state that contract terms applicable only to public utilities are not required in the
contract used by cooperative electric associations or municipal electric utilities.

The Commission concurs with the recommendations of the Department and MREA to clarify its
use of "utility." To address the issues identified in comments, the Commission will modify
clause 2lo read.

The Cooperative Electric Association or Municipall-'¡ Owned Electric Utility will buy
electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission

The Commission will also modifu the first sentence in clauses 3,4 and 5 of the contract to state
that the "'public" utility will buy electricity,

Further, the Commission will clarifiz use of ""utility" in the language of clause 7 (previously
numbered as clause 6), which governs the form of payment to be made. The Commission will
also modif,i that clause to clarif,i that the customer, except a net metered customer who has
elected compensation in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit, has the option to elect the form of
payment listed.

Clause 7 will therefore be modified to read

7 The Public Utility. the Cooperative Electric Association, or the Municipally Owned
Electric Utility will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for each

billing period. Any net credit to the QF, other than kilowatt-hour credits under clause 5

above. will be made under one of the following options as chosen by the QF:

_ + 4. Credit to the QF's account with the Utility.

_2 þ Paid by check to the QF within 15 days of the billing date.

These changes are necessary and reasonable to increase clarity in the use of "utility" and to
ensure that payment options are consistent with existing rule language, as well as with the
statutory change governing kilowatt-hour credits for net metered facilities.
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The Commission makes these changes to simpliff and clarifu its rule language in a manner that
does not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. These changes, to the extent that they
are more specrfic" and therefore different from the proposed rule, are also a logical outgrowth of,
and within the scope of, the Notice and proposed rules, which provided notice of changes to the
uniform statewide contract.

In addition, fair warning was provided. These changes are nearly identrcal in effect to the
proposed rules and are consistent with proposed rule part 7835.401 7. And based on the
comments of the Department and MREA, affected persons should have understood" and did
understand" that their interests could be affected by this rulemaking proceeding.

M. Average Retail Utility Energy Rate.

7835. 1400; 7835.1500; 7835.3300; 7835.4012; and 7835.9910 - Average Retail
Utility Energy Rate.

The Commission will make a technical correction to the rules by replacing "net energy billing
rate" with "average retail utility energy tate." These terms are used interchangeably but "'net

energy billing rate" is not a defined term. The term '"average retail utility energy rate" is,
however, defined under part 7835.0100, subp. 2a, and the Commission will therefore update the
rules to incorporate its use throughout the rule chapter.

The proposed rules uss "average retail energy rate" in proposed rule part 7835.4013, but use "'net

energy billing rate" in proposed rule part 1835.4012.In comments on the proposed rules,
Minnesota Power recommended using the retail energy rate in place of the net energy billing rate
in proposed rule part 7835.4012.

The Commission concurs with Minnesota Power and will therefore adopt use of "average retail
utility energy rate" in proposed rule part 7835.4012, as well as in parts 7835.1400,7835.1500,
7835.3300, and 7835.9910, clause 2, of the uniform statewide form of contract.r

The Commission makes these changes to simplifu and clariSr its rule language in a manner that
does not alter the meaning or effect of the rule as proposed. These changes, to the extent that they
are more specific, and therefore different from the proposed rule, are also a logical outgrowth of,
and within the scope of, the Notice and proposed rules, which provided notice of housekeeping
changes. In addition, fair warning was provided. These changes are nearly identical in effect to
the proposed rules, which use the terms interchangeably. And based on Minnesota Power's
comments, affected persons should have understood, and did understand, that their interests
could be affected by this rulemaking proceeding.

7 The adopted rules will show "average retail utility enerÐ/ rate" in place of "net energy billed rate" and
will show "average retail utility energy billing" in place of "net eners/ billing."
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IV. Modifications Recommended in Public Comments and Not Made

The Commission received comments recommending the following additional changes to the
rules as proposed.s

A. 7835.0100, subp. 9. Firm Power.

The Commission did not propose changing the definition of "firm power," but the Commission
received comments from the Department" Fresh Energy, and the Midwest Cogeneration
Association recommending that the Commission adopt a new definition of "firm power." The
existing rule definition reads:

"Firm power" means energy delivered by the qualifuing facility to the utility with at least
a 65 percent on-peak capacity factor in the month. The capacity factor is based upon the
qualifuing facility's maximum on-peak metered capacity delivered to the utility during
the month."

"Firm power" is used in current rule parts governing compensation rates to qualifuing facilities
that are interconnected with a public utility, a cooperative electric association, or a municipal
electric utility. The proposed rules do not incorporate any changes to the existing definition.

Under the current rules, a quali$zing facility that commits to provide firm power will be

compensated at the avoided cost rate, which includes an energy and a capacity component.e The
capacity component is not, however, included in the compensation rate if the qualiSzing facility
does not commit to provide firm power. The existing rules also include a methodology for
determining the capacity component. Each utility's specific costs and calculations are detailed in
tariffs.

Commitments to provide firm power help ofßet a utility's capacity requirement for serving its
load and therefore the capacity component is excluded from the compensation rate paid to
qualif,iing facilities that do not commit to provide firm power.

The proposed rules incorporate existing public policy by requiring larger qualifizing facilities
(with capacity of at least 40 kV/ but less than 1,000 kW) to commit to provide firm power to
receive the avoided cost rate, including both the energy and capaci¡r components.l0

I By th. time the Commission met to consider whether to adopt the proposed rules, Otter Tail Power and
Minnesota Power stated that they concurred with staff s recommendation to make no further changes to
the definition of "capacity," although in comments they had recommended modiSring the proposed rule
definition.
n Th" ."..ption to this billing rate applies to net metered facilities that produce monthly net input and
elect to be compensated in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit caried forward to subsequent energy bills.
t0 Lunguug" in the proposed rules incorporates language from existing rule parts 7835.3400 and
7835 3500
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1. Comments

The Department, Fresh Energy, and the Midwest Cogeneration Association recommended
repealing the existing definition and instead using a definition consistent with how Midcontinent
Independent System Operator (MISO) determines accredited capacity for specific types of
generation in its Business Practices Manual.

The Department recommended the following definition

"Firm power" means the capacity credit for the specified type of generation as

determrned by the methodology in the most recently approved MISO Resource Adequacy
Business Practices Manual.

The Department stated that the current definition of '"firm power" is outdated, is contrary to
MISO rules and practices, and is inconsistent with recent Commission orders and Department
positions.

Fresh Energy and the Midwest Cogeneration Association also recommended further exploring
how firm power requirements affect all types of distributed generation.

The Midwest Cogeneration Association stated that limiting compensation (excluding the
capacity component) to qualiSuing facilities that do not commit to provide firm power unfairly
penalizes qualifying facilities that use the majority of their power to meet their own load. Further,
the Midwest Cogeneration Association stated that the statute requires compensation at the
avoided cost rate, which includes the capacity component.

The Commission also received comments from A Work of Art Solar Sales and Sundial Solar
recommending that qualifiing facilities not be required to make commitments to provide firm
po*er. "

2. Commission Action

The MISO methodology for determining capacity credits varies because there are multiple types
of capacity credits (e.g., intermittent, region wide, or wind). And use of a MISO methodology
may not be applicable to all utilities, such as cooperatives and municipalities, meaning that a new
definition of "firm power" would not necessarily fit all rule parts where the term is used.

It is also unclear if adopting the MISO methodology would conflict with the existing rule
methodology for determining the capacity component of the avoided cost rate. Any correlation
between the MISO methodology and the rule's methodology could be considered when
evaluating individual utilrty tariffs detailing capacity costs and credits, and therefore analyzing
utility filings might be more effective than amending the rule at this time.

The advisory committee did not develop this issue, which appears to warrant additional
discussion before making rule changes. Further, Minn. R. 7829.3200 governs rule variances,
which can be used to vary aCommission rule under certain circumstances.

t' Th.r. comments were filed on April 14,2015,after the comment period closed.
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For these reasons, the Commission declines to adopt a new definition of "firm power."

B. 7835.0100, Subparts 20a and 20b. Standby Charge and Standby Service.

Fresh Energy and the Midwest Cogeneration Association recommended using the statutory
definition of standby charge, stating that it is more accurate. The Midwest Cogeneration
Association stated that the proposed rule should not limit standby service to "backup,
maintenance and related seryices" and recommended that these issues be further explored,
consistent with the Commission's directive to open a generic proceeding to address standby
rates.l2

Although the Midwest Cogeneration Association had recommended against limiting the
definition of standby service to "backup, maintenance, and related services," the proposed rule is
consistent with utility tarifß, which ordinarily treat backup and maintenance services as types of
standby service.

The Commission declines to adopt the exact statutory language without any clarifications. The
existing rules contain definitions of: backup power, interruptible power, maintenance power, and
supplementary power. Typically, utility tariffs do not describe standby service as interruptible
and supplementary power; and no one recommended considering other types of power, other
than these, for inclusion in the definition.

Further, these issues will continue to be developed in the Commission's generic proceeding on
standby rates. For these reasons, the Commission declines to adopt this change.

C. 7835.4020. Amount of Capacity Payments; Considerations.

The City of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, the Metropolitan Council, and the Metropolitan
Airports Commission jointly recommended adding a definition of "accredited capacity"'to be
used in part7835.4020, which governs capacity payments.

They recommended the following definition

"Accredited capacity" means the capacity of a qualifuing facility determined by the
Midcontinent Independent System Operator ("MISO") or such governing organization
that replaces MISO, that allows the facility's accredited capacity to be included as part of
a load serving entity's plan for resource adequacy.

They recommended using the term in proposed rule part 7835.4020 as follows

The qualifiing facility which negotiates a contract under part7835.4019 must be entitled
to the full avoided capacity costs of the utilit)¡ if the utiliq¡ needs capacity within a
10-year planning period. The amount of capacity payments must be determined through
consideration of foll without that all

't S.. In the Mauer of a Ratefor Large Solar Photovoltaic Installations Order Setting Final Solar
Photovoltaic Standby Service Capacity Credit, Requiring Updates, and Requiring Compliance Filing"
Docket No. E-002/M- l3-3 15 (May 19, 2014).

l7



the capacity factor of the qualifying facility;

the cost of the utility's avoidable capacity;

the length of the contract term;

reasonable schedul ing of maintenance;

the willingness and ability of the qualif ing facility to provide firm power
during system emergencies;

the wilhngness and ability of the qualifying facility to allow the utility to
dispatch its generated energy;

the willingness and ability of the qualiS'ing facility to provide firm capacity
during system peaks;

the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract term; and

the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when
capacity is added from quali$ring facilities.

the expected accredited capacity. capacity value. or expected capacity value to
the utility in its resource plan.

This issue was not developed by the advisory committee, and it is unclear, without further
discussion, whether a definition based on a MISO determination would effectively address the
issue identified.

Further, this change appears to be unnecessary because accredited capacity can be considered
under F or G above. The Commission therefore declines to adopt this change

V. Modification to the Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR)

Minnesota Power recommended amending language on page 24 of the SONAR, which identifies
the persons who will probably benefit from the proposed rule. Included in the list are "retail
electric customers, who will offset reliability concerns during outages by using electricity they
are producing."

Minnesota Power stated the Commission's interconnection standards require that during outages,
the qualifuing facility's generation system be shut down as well. As a result, customers without a

backup generator installed will not have power during outages. According to Minnesota Power,
this prevents unintentional back feed and energizing of the utility system.

The Commission concurs with Minnesota Power that this is generally true and will therefore
correct the SONAR as recommended by striking the following language.

retail electric customers, who will offset reliability concerns during outages by using
electricity they are producing.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I

J

18



VI. Conclusion

The Commission adopts and incorporates the Statement of Need and Reasonableness as the
factual basis for the proposed rules, as modified above. The Commission finds that the proposed
rules, as modified above" are needed and reasonable. The Commission adopts the proposed rules,
as modified above.

ORDER

The Commission adopts the above-captioned rules, in the form set out in the State
Register on December 29,2014, with the modifications set forth above and indicated in
the Revisor's draft, file number AP.42l4, dated July 14,2015.

2. This order shall become effective immediately

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

?-*LWø*fþf
Daniel P. Wolf
Executive Secretary

This document can be made available in alternative formats (e.g., large print or audio) by calling
65L296.0406 (voice). Persons with hearing loss or speech disabilities may call us through their
preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

t9



o
Not Enclosed: Notice of Submission of

Rules to OAH
This is not enclosed because no persons

requested notification of the submission of the
rules to OAH



P I

Other Documents, including a copy of
the letter showing the agency sent
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consulted with MMB



Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

CERTIFICATE OF SENDING THE NOTICE AND THE STATEMENT OF NEED AND
REASONABLENESS TO LEGISLATORS AND THE LEGISLATIVE COORDINATING
COMMISSION

Proposed Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production, Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 7835
Revisoros ID Number R-04214

I certify that on December 29,2014, when the Commission mailed Notice of Intent to
Adopt Rules under Minnesota Statutes, section 14.14 or 14.22,I sent a copy of the Notice and the
Statement of Need and Reasonableness to certain Legislators and the Legislative Coordinating
Commission by either depositing them in the United States mail with postage prepaid. I mailed
these documents to comply with Minnesota Statutes, section 14.116. A copy of the cover letter is
attached to this Certificate.

I'

I(ahlert
Commission Attorney
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Senator John Marty
Environment and Energy Committee
323 State Capitol
75 Rev" Dr- Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Senator David J. Tomassoni
Environment, Economic Development and
Agriculfure Budget Division
State Capitol, Room G-9
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Representative Melissa Hortman
Energy Policy Committee
377 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

December 29,2014

Representative Joe Atkins
Commerce and Consumer protection
Finance and policy Committee
583 State Offìce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Faul, Minnesota 55155

Re:

Senator David M. Brown
Environment and Energy Committee
109 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Senator Bill Ingebrigsten
Environment, Economic Development and
Agriculture Budget Division
143 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St" Paul, Minnesota 55155

Representative pat Garofalo
Energy Policy Committee
247 State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Representative Joe Hoppe
Commerce and Consumer protection
Finance and policy Committee
343 State Office Building
i00 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd"
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Legisl ative Coordinating Commission
T2State Office Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd
St. Paul, MN 55155

In The Matter of the Proposed Rules of the Public utilities commission Governingcogeneration and small power production; Revisor,s ID Numbe r F.-042r4

PH()NE (651)296-7124 lr¡\x(65i) 2g7'7073 TDD('51) 297'1200 l2l 7rhPr.,vr' E.ts'r s.rr,'-150 srrx-rprtr-,ùfrrxr;srrr.r5)101-?t47



Dear Legislators:

The Public Utilities Commission intends to adopt rule amendments that incorporate recent
statutory changes to Minn. Stat. $ 216B.164 goveming cogeneration and smalì power production.

The Commission currently has rules goveming interconnections between utilities and qualifying
facilities (cogeneration and small power production facilities) entitled under federal law to sêll 

-
their output to utilitibs. The rules govern filing and reporting requirements, conditions of service,
compensation rates, wheeling and exchange agreements, interconnection guidelines, and they also
establish a uniform statewide contract.

During the 2013 legislative session, the Legislature amended Minn. Stat. $ 2168.164 governing
cogeneration and small power production. The statutory changes primarily affect interðonnectiolns
between qualifying facilities and public utílities.

The statutory changes increase the capacity limit for facilities interconnecting to a public utility.
Under the changes, the limit increases from /ess than 40 kilowatts (kW) to teis than 1,000 kW.

The statutory changes also include:

. establishing a new annualbillin/accrediting method;. prohibiting standby charges for facilities under 100 kW;
' requiring public utilities to aggregate meters for net metering at customer's request;
' authorizingthe Commission to limit cumulative generation from net-metered facilities

and permittingapublic utility to request that the Commission set such limits;
' authorizing public utilities to limit capacity to l20Yo of demand for wind customers and

to l20o/o of energy consumption for solar photovoltaic customers; and
' changing requirements governing the uniform statewide contract to incorporate the

new net-metering threshold.

This rulemaking proceeding will update the rules to incorporate the recent statutory changes and to
make housekeeping changes as necessary.

Minnesota Statutes, section 14.116, states:

"14.116 NOTICE TO LEGISLATURE.
When an agency mails notice of intent to adopt rules under section 14.14 or 14.22,

the agency must send a copy of the same notice and a copy of the statement of need
and reasonableness to the chairs and ranking minority party members of the
legislative policy and budget committees with jurisdiction over the subject matter
of the proposed rules and to the Legislative coordinating commission-

In addition, if the mailing of the notice is within two years of the effective date of
the law granting the agency authority to adopt the proposed rules, the agency shall
make reasonable efforts to send a copy of the notice and the statement to all sitting
legislators who were chief house and senate authors of the bill granting the



rulemaking authority. If the bill was amended to include this rulemaking authority,
the agency shall make reasonable efforts to send the notice and the statement to the
chief house and senate authors of the amendment granting rulemaking authority,
rather than to the chief authors of the bill.',

We plan to publish a Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules in the December 29,2014 State Register and
are now mailing the Notice under section 14.14 or 14.22.

As required by section 14.116, the Commission is sending you a copy of the notice and the
Statement of Need and Reasonableness. For your information, *" ai" also enclosing a copy of the
proposed rules.

If you have any questions about these rules, please contact me at 651-201-2239.

Kahlert
Commission Attomey

Enclosures: Notice of Intent to Adopt Rules
Statement of Need and Reasonableness
Proposed Rules

Legislative Coordiriating CommissionCC



Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

CERTIFICATE OF CONSULTING \ryITH COMMISSIONER OF MANAGEMENT AND
BUDGET IN COMPLIANCE WITH MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION I4.I3I

Proposed Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production, Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 7835

I certify that on December 2,2014, at St. Paul, Ramsey County, Minnesota, I

consulted with the Commissioner of Minnesota Management and Budget in compliance
with Minnesota Statutes, section 14.l3I, by mailing a letter with these enclosures:
1. The Governor's Office Proposed Rule and SONAR Form.
2. The Revisor's draft of the proposed rule.
3. The December 2,2014 draft of the SONAR.

a

a Copies of both the letter sent to the Minnesota Office of Management and Budget and the
response received from the Office are attached to this Certificate.

Kate Kahlert
Commission Attorney
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December 2,2014

Elisabeth Hammer
Executive Budget Officer
Minnesota Management and Budget
658 Cedar St., Suite 400
St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: In'The Matter of the Proposed Rules of the Public utilities commission Relating tocogeneration and Small power production; Governor,s Tracking R_04214

Dear Ms. Hammer:

Minnesota statutes, section 14"131, requires that an agencyengaged in rulemaking consult withthe commissioner of Minnesota Management & eudget, "to hãtp evaluate the fiscal impact andfiscal benefits of the proposed rure on ùnits of rocal gãvernment.,,

Enclosed for your review are copies of the following documents on proposed rules governingcogeneration and small power production"

1' The Governor's office Froposed Rule and soNAR Form.2. The Revisor's draft of the proposed rule.3. The December 2,2014,0râR òf tne SONAR.

I am also delivering copies of these documents to the Governor,s office today.

If you ar any other representative of Minnesota Management & Budget has questions about theproposed rule, please call me at 65 1 -20 I -2239 " Please send any correspondence about this matterto me at the following address Kate Kahlert, Minnesota public Utilities Commission, 121 TthePlacs East, Suite 350, St. paul, Minnesota 551 0l ; or email at: kate.kahl lìc

Y
!i,

Kate Kahlert
Commission Attorney

y :t1t: :,-i.r (:. i i1i i-C. 11ì lt.,.tS

PFIONE (651)296-7124 FA'\(ó51) zg7-7073 TDD (651) 297-1200 121 TthPr,rceE.rs. Su¡¡e350,s¡r¡{rprur-,MrNruesor.r 5510r-2147
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Date:

To:

Fhone:

Subject:

December L6,20L4

l(ate l(ahlert
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

1,21,7th. Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

From: Betsy Hammer, Executive Budget Officer
Minnesota Management & Budget

651"-701.-8022

Review of Proposed Amendments of the Rules Relating to Cogeneration and Small Power

Production; Revisor's lD Number R-0421'4

BACi(GROUND
The public Utilities Commission currently has rules governing interconnections between utilities and qualifying

facilities, cogeneration, and small power production facilities. Qualifyingfacilities are cogeneration orsmall

power productíon facilities that meet certain federalstandards. During the 2013 legislative session, statutory

changes were made that primarily affect interconnections between qualífying facilities and public utilities.

The proposed rule amendments update rules to incorporate the recent statutory changes and to mal<e

housekeepíng changes. The rule amendments primarily affect public utilities, and would have a limited impact

on municipal or cooperative utilities. Without these updates, rules would be inconsistent with statutes

governing cogeneration and small power production.

EVAI-[.'ATION
On behalf of the Cornrnissioner of Management & Budget, I have reviewed the proposed rule and related

SONAR. Based upon the ínformation provided to me by the Public Util¡ties Commission, there does not appear

to be a significant cost to local units of government.

The impact to local units of government is primarily related to their status as utility customers and ratepayers.

To the extent that local units of government choose to become customers offsetting their energy usage by

producing energy, their utility bills may change. However, the cost advantage or offset would depend on other

investments made (such as purchasing and installing solar panels). The proposed rule amendments may also

have some impacts on ratepayers. Io the extent that local units of government or state agencies are ratepayers,

they may experience some changes. How ratepayers are ultimately affected will vary by utility, and rate changes

are subject to contested case proceedings and review by the PUC.

The proposed rule amendments mal<e other minor changes that may have some impact on municípally-owned

or co-operative utilities. For example, a change is made to filing options that could have a limited impact

resulting ín fewer tariff filing updates required.

cc: Angela Vogt, Budget Dívision Team Leader

658 Cedar Street o 400 Centennial Office Bldg. r Saint Paul, MN 55155

TTY: 1-80A-627'3529
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MINNESOTA OTTICN OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
600 North Robert Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 551-01

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 64620
St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620

Voice: (651)
TTY: (651)

Fax: (6.51)

367-790o
367-7878
539-0300

July 27,2015

Katherine M. Kahlert
Commission Attorney
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
350 Metro Square Building
121 Seventh Pl E
Saint Paul, MN 55101

ln the Matter of the Proposed Rules of the Public Utilities
Gommission Governing Gogenerat¡on and Small Power Production
OAH 5-2500-32078; Revisor R-4214

Dear Ms. Kahlert:

Enclosed herewith and served upon you is the ORDER ON REVIEW OF RULES
UNDER MINN. STAT. S 14.26 in the above-entitled matter. The Administrative Law
Judge has determined there are no negative findings in these rules.

The Office of Administrative Hearings has closed this file and is returning the rule
record so that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission can maintain the official
rulemaking record in this matter as required by Minn. Stat. S 14.365. Please ensure
that the agency's signed order adopting the rules is filed with our office. The Office of
Administrative Hearings will request copies of the finalized rules from the Revisor's
office following receipt of that order. Our office will then file four copies of the adopted
rules with the Secretary of State, who will fonryard one copy to the Revisor of Statutes,

one copy to the Governor, and one to the agency for its rulemaking record. The
Commission will then receive from the Revisor's office three copies of the Notice of
Adoption of the rules.

The Commission's next step is to arrange for publication of the Notice of
Adoption in the State Register. Two copies of the Notice of Adoption provided by the
Revisor's office should be submitted to the State Register for publication. A permanent

rule without a hearing does not become effective until five working days after a Notice of
Adoption is published in the State Register in accordance with Minn. Stat. $ 14.27.

Re



Katherine M. Kahlert
July 27,2015
Page 2

lf you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Denise Collins at
(65 1 ) 361 -7 87 5 or denise.collins@state. mn. us.

Sincerely,

Jim Mortenson
Administrative Law Judge

Enclosure
cc: Office of the Governor

Office of the Attorney General
Legislative Coordinating Commission (lcc@lcc.les.mn)
Revisor of Statutes (paul.marinac@revisor.mn.gov)



oAH 5-2500-32078
Revisor R-4214

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

FOR THE PUBLIG UTILITIES COMMISSION

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) is seeking review and
approval of the above-entitled rules, which were adopted by the agency pursuant to
Minn. Stat, S 14.26 (2014). On July 17,2A15, the Office of Administrative Hearings
(OAH) received the documents that must be fifed by the Commission under Mínn. Stat.
S 14.26 and Minn. R. 1400.2310 (2013). Based upon a review of the written
submissions and filings, Minnesota Statutes, Minnesota Rules,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. The Commission has the statutory authority to adopt the rules.

2. The rules were adopted in compliance with the procedural requirements of
Minnesota statutes, chapter 14, and Minnesota Rules, chapter 1400 (2014).

3. The record demonstrates the rules are needed and reasonable.

4. The rules are APPROVED

ln the Matter of the Proposed Rules of the
Public Utilities Commission Governing
Cogeneration and Small Power Production

ORDER ON REVIEW OF
RULES UNDER
M|NN. STAT. S r4.26

MORTENSON
Administrative Law J udge

Dated )þrfæv



STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF ADM¡NISTRATIVE HEARINGS

ADM I N ISTRATIVE LAW SECTION
PO BOX 64620

600 NORTH ROBERT STREET
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55164

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Rachel Youness certifies that on July 27, 2415, she served a true and correct

copy of the attached Order on Review of Rules; by placing it in the United States mail

or by courier service with postage prepaid, addressed to the following individuals:

Katherine M. Kahlert
Commission Attorney
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
350 Metro Square Building
121 Seventh Pl E
Saint Paul, MN 55101

Elizabeth Dressel
Policy Coordinator
Otfice of Governor Mark Dayton
20 W Twelfth St Ste 116
St Paul, MN 55155

Legislative Coordinating Commission
(lcc@lcc.leg.mn)

The Honorable Lori Swanson
Minnesota Attorney General
102 Capitol Building
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
St. Paul, MN 55155

Paul Marinac
Office of the Revisor of Statutes
paul. marinac@revisor. mn, gov

ln the Matter of the Proposed Rules of
the Public Utilities Commission Governing
Cogeneration and Small Power
Production

OAH Docket No, 5-2500-32078
Revisor R-4214
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iVIINNESOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES C()M[4ISSION

MINNESOTA OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
600 North Robert Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Mailing Addreas:
P.O.Box64620
St. Paul, Minnesota 55164-0620 August 28,2015

Kendra McCausland
Legal Assistant

Voice (651) 367-7900
TTY: (651) 367-7878
Fax: (651) 5394300

Nancy Breems
Secretary of State, Elections Division
180 State Office Building
100 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1299

ln the Matter of the Proposed Rules of the Public Utilities
Commission Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production
OAH 5-2500-32078; Revisor AR-4214

Dear Ms. Breems:

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. $ 14.26, and Minn. R. 1400.2300, subp. 8, the Office of
Administrative Hearings is filing with the Secretary of State four copies of the above-
entitled adopted rules, The rules were approved for legality by the Office of
Administrative Hearings on August 28,2015.

Please send the agency copy of the rules to

Katherine M. Kahlert
Commission Attorney

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Pl E Ste 350

Saint Paul, MN 55101

lf you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Denise Collins at
65 1 -36 1 -7 87 5 or den ise. collins@state. mn=us.

Re

WlfbûM)¡tu

Enclosures
cc: Katherine M. Kahlert (via email)



Adopted Rules
A rule becomes effective after the requirements of Minnesota,S/dlrl¿s $$ 14.05-14.28 have been met and five working days after

the rule is published iîfhe State Regisl¿r, unless a later date is required by statutes or specified in the rule. If an adopted rule is iden-
tical to its proposed form as previously published, a notice ofadoption and a citation to its previous State Registerpublication will be
printed. Ifan adopted rule differs from its proposed form, language which has been deleted will be printed with strikeouts and new
language will be underlined. The rule's previous Støle Register publication will be cited.

KEY: Proposed Rules - Underlining indicates additions to existing rule language. Strikeouts indicate deletions from existing
rule language. lfa proposed rule is totally new, it is designated "all new material." Adopted Rules - Underlining indicates additions
to proposed rule language. Stri*cout indicates deletions from proposed rule language.

Public Utilities Commission
Adopted Permanent Rules Relating to Cogenerat¡on and Small Power Production

The rules proposed and published at State Register, Volume 39, Number 26,pages959-968, December 29, 2014 (39 SR 959), are
adopted with the following modifications:

7835.0100 DEFINITIONS.

Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with providing the capability to deliver energy. The utility capital
costs consist ofthe costs offacilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute electricity and the fixed operating and maintenance costs
of these facilities.

Subp. 17a. Point of common coupling. "Point of common couoling" means the point where the qualiûring facility's generation
s]¡stem. including the point of generator output. is connected to the utilitv's electric power grid.

Subp. tr-L7h. Public utility. "Public utility" has the meaning given in Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.02, subdivision 4.

Subp. 20a. Standby charge. "Standby charge" means the rate or fee a utility charges for the recoverv of costs for the provision of
standby service or standby power.

Subp. 20b. Standby service. "Standby service" means:

A.forpublicutilities,serviceorpowerthatincludesbackup,p¡maintenance3rrffiservices@
ã'aitab+e-to-the+æi1ity'asdescribedinthepublicuti1ity,scommission-approvedstandbytari
available to the distributed generation facility; and

[For text of subps 2l to 2123 see M.R.]

Subp. 24. Utility. "Utility" means

[For text of item A. see M.R.]

B. for the purposes ofparts 7835.0200 ro 7835 J200,7835.1900 to 7835.4400,7835.4ó00 to 7835.6100, and 7835.9g10, and7835.gg20.
any public utility, including municipally owned electric utilities and cooperative electric associations, that sells electricity at retail in
Minnesota, except those municipally owned electric utilities that have adopted and have in effect rules consistent with this chapter.

7835.0800 SCHEDULE E.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures for interconnected operations, and the
functions to be performed by any control and protective apparatus. These standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than
the standards contained in the electrical code under part 7835.2100 or the interconnection standards distributed to customers under
patt7835.4750. The utility may include in schedule E suggested types of equipment to perform the specified functions. No standard
or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

7835.14OONEJF AVERAGE RETAIL UTILITY ENERGY BILLED QUALIFYING FACILITIES.

For qualif,ing facilities under îct-avçrage-r9ta:il-.uli.Uly energy billing, the utility must provide the commission with the following
information:
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[For text of item A, see M.R.J

B. for each qualifuing facility type, the total kilowatt-hours delivered per month to the utility by all net_averagglç1ail-uliliry energy
bilHËIs qual ifu ing facilities;

C. for each qualifying facility type, the total kilowatt-hours delivered per month by the utility to all nct_qv9¡¿gc¡gq[!¡¡[!j! energy
bil+edlate qualifr ing facilities; and

D. for each qualifuing facility type, the total net energy delivered per month to the utility by ret ayçIqge rgla:ilulLiliry energy b,ilffi rat¡e
qualifuing facilities.

7835.1500 OTHER QUALTFYING FACILITIES.

For all qualif,ing facilities not under net avclggc¡elLai.!-lllliliry energy billing, the utility must provide the commission with the following
information:

[For text of items A and B, see M.R.I

7835.2100 ELECTRICAL CODE COMPLIANCE.

Subpart I .Compliance; standards. The interconnection between the qualiflring facility and the utility must comply with the requirements
in the most recently published edition ofthe National Electrical Safety Code issued by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
The interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3.

Subp.2.Interconnection.Theiisresponsibleforcomplyingwithallapplicablelocal,
state, and federal codes, including building codes, the National g+eetrie ¿lcctrlcal Code (NEC), rhe National €ffiEþqrrþ¿! Safety
Code(NESC)'andnoiseandemissionsstandards.Therequireproofofeormpþitg.'¡[þa!-¡!þç
qualif]¡ingfacilit.visincompliancewiththeNECbeforetheinterconnectionismade.Thei
must obtain installation approval from an electrical inspector recognized by the Minnesota State Board of Electricity.

Subp.3.Generationsystem.Theigenerationsystemandinstallationmustcomplywith
the American National Standards Institute/lnstitute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (ANSVIEEE) standards applicable to the
installation.

7835.33 00 NET AVERAGE RETAIT UTILITY ENERGY B{LI;[NG RATE.

Subpart I .Applicability. The net 3ygragglgta¡l-ulLry energy loil*ing rate is available only to qualifuing facilities with capacity of less
than 40 kilowatts which choose not to offer electric power for sale on either a time-of-day basis or a simultaneous purchase and sale basis.

[For text of subps 2 and 3. see M.R.J

7 835.40T2 COMPENSATION.

Subpart l.Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt capacity. A quali$,ing facility with less than 40 kilowatt capacity has the option to be
compensated at the ne-t¿vcragç¡gta¡l-u!¡lj$ energy b'ilÏrng rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate, or the time-of-day billing
rate.

7835.4019 QUALTFYING FACILITIES OF 1,000 KILOWATT CAPACITY OR MORE.

A qualifliing facility with capacity of 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more must negotiate a contract with the puhlic_utility to set the
applicable rates for payments to the customer of avoided capacity and energy costs. Nothing in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.401 5 prevents a
utility from connecting qualifing facilities of greater than 1,000 kilowatt capacity under its avoided cost rates.

7 835.47 50 INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS.

@igNtheuniformstatewidecontfact,autilitymustdistributetocach_t]fuLtcustomeracopyof,or
electronic link to, the commission's order establishing interconnection standards dated Septemb er 28,2004,in docket numb er E-999!CI-
01-1023, or to currently effective interconnection standards established by subsequent commission order. @
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7835.5900 EXISTING CONTRACTS.

Any existing interconnection contract executed between a utility and a qualiffing facility with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts
remains in force until terminated by mutual agreement of the parties or as otherwise specifi .

7835.5950 RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDIT; OWNERSHIP.

all renewable energy credits unless;

A.otherownershipisexpresslyprovidedforirrthejy¿contractbetween@andautilityffidü-eaft
7&#9*&;

B. state law specifies a different outcome: or

C. specific commission orders or rules specii¡ a different outcome.

7835.9910 UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT; FORM.

The form for the uniform statewide contract must be applied to all new and existing interconnections between a utility and cogeneration
and small power production facilities having less than I ,000 kilowatts of capacity, except as described in part 7835.5900.

UNIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT FOR COGENERAIIONAND SMALL POWER PRODUCTION FACILITIES

THIS CONTRACT is entered into

-, 
by (hereafter

(hereafter called "QF").

RECITALS

TheQFhasinstalledelectricgeneratingfacilities'consistingof

(Description
of facilities), rated at_kilowatts of electricity, on property located at

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Utility.

The QF's electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (hereafter called
"Commission") rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production and any technical standards for interconnection the Utility has

established that are authorized by those rules.

The Utility is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the QF and to purchase electricity offered for sale by
the QF.

A contract between the QF and the Utility is required by the Commission's rules.

AGREEMENTS

The QF and the Utility agree:

1. The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for the class of customer to which the QF belongs.

2. The Cooperative Electric Association or Municipallv Owned Electric Utility will buy electricity Íïom the QF under the current
rate schedule fìled with the Commission. The QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

_ a. Xet ¿vcraeqsl4tlrtiliry energy b'illing rare under part 7835.3300.

_ b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.3400.

_ c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission. If the QF has less
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than 40 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

_a. ++et¿ygræC_tel4tlslt!ry energy b'illing rate under part 7835.4013.

_ b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.4014.

_ c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the cunent rate schedule filed with the Commission. If the QF is not a
net metered faciliw and has at least 40 kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule category
hereinafter indicated:

_a.Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.4014.

_ b. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

5. The Public Utility will buy electricitv from a net metered facility under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission or
will compensate the facility in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the facility's energy bill. If the net metered facilitv has at least 40
kilowatts capacitv but less than 1 "000 kilowatts capacitv. the OF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. Kilowatt-hour energy credit on the cuqtomer's energy bill. carried forward and applied to subsequent energ]¡ bills. with an

annual true-up under part 7835.4017.

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under pan 7835.4014.

c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presentlv filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

5..6. The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the time this contract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or
of the Commission, and the QF and the Utility agree that sales and purchases will be made under the rates in effect each month during the
time this conffact is in force.

6 1. The Public Utility. Cooperative Electric Association. or Municipallv Owned Electric Utility will compute the charges and
paymentsforpurchasesandsalesforeachbil1ingperiod.AnynetcredittotheQwillbe
made under one of the following options as chosen by the QF:

_I z. Credit to the QF's account with the Utility.

_2þ. Paid by check to the QF within 15 days of the billing date.

7'[. Renewable energy credits associated with generation from the facility are owned by:

8-9. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules, regulations, and policies adopted by the Utility not
prohibited by the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical connection and
operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the QF's right to bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized
by Minnesota Rules, part 7835.4500, and any other provision of the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production
authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

9-l!. The Utility's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and Small Power
Production.

*O-LL. The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conform to the national, state, and local electric and safety
codes, and will be responsible for the costs of conformance.

tt-12. The QF is responsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection which are estimated to be $ The

QF will pay the Utility in this way:
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*2-þ. The QF will give the Utility reasonable access to its property and electric generating facilities if the configuration of those
facilities does not permit disconnection or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the eF's property, the
Utility will remain responsible for its personnel.

€-þ. The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system emergency. The Utility will not discriminate against the

QF when it stops providing electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

*4-L1. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain,
repair, replace, remove, investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system. The Utility will notifu the QF
before it stops purchasing electricity in this way:

*51þ. The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property damage due to the installation, interconnection, and
operation ofits electric generating facilities. The amount ofinsurance coverage will be $ (The amount must be consistent
with the Commission's interconnection standards under Minnesota Rules, part7835.475Q).

*6-11. This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the Utility. This contract will remain in force until either
the QF or the Utility gives written notice to the other that the contract is canceled. This contract will be canceled 30 days after notice is
given.

t7-LE. This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utility except that this contract shall at all times be
subject to all rules and orders issued by the Public Utilities Commission or other govemment agency having jurisdiction over the subject
matter of this contract. The QF and the Utilify are not responsible for any agreements other than those stated in this conhact.

THE QF AND THE UTILITY HAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY ITS TERMS. AS EVIDENCE
OF THEIR AGREEMENI THEY HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOW ON THE DATE WRITTEN AT THE
BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

QF By:--
UTILITY By (Title)

Official Notices
PLvsuarÍto Minnesota Stdtutes $$ 14. l0l, an agency must first solicit cornments from the public on the subject matter of a possible rulemaking

proposal under active consideration within the agency by publishing a notice in the State Regìster af least 60 days before publication of a notice tã
adopt or a notice ofhearing, and within 60 days ofthe effective date ofany new statutory grant ofrequired rulemaking.

The State Register also publishes other official notices ofst¿te agencies and non-state agencies, including notices ofmeetings and matters of
public interest.

Minnesota Gomprehensive Health Association
Notice of Enrollee Appeal Hearing

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Minnesota Comprehensive Health Association's (MCHA) Enrollee Appeal will be held at
2 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2015.

The meeting will be initiated at the MCHA Executive Office, 5775 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 910, St. Louis Park, MN; it should be noted
that some attendees will participate telephonically.

If anyone wishes to attend or participate in this meeting please contact MCHAs Executive Office,952-593-9609, for additional
information.

Page 352 Mìnnesota State Reg¡ster, Monday 2l September 2015 (Cite 40 SR 352)



1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

Lt2

l.l3

t.t4

l.l5

1. t6

t.t7

l. l8

l. r9

1.20

r.2t

1.22

1.23

1.24

07114/15 REVISOR RSIA{B AR4214

Public Utilities Commission

Adopted Permanent Rules Retating to Cogeneration and Small Power Production

7835.0100 DEFINITIONS.

[For text of subps 1 to 3, see M.R.]

Subp. 4. Capacify. "Capacity" means the capability to produce, transmit, or deliver

electric enerry, and is measured by the number of megawatts altemating current at the

point of common coupling between a qualifying facility and a utility's electric system.

Subp. 5. Capacity costs. "Capacity costs" means the costs associated with

providing the capability to deliver energy. The utility capital costs consist of the costs

olfacilities used to generate, transmit, and distribute electricity and the fixed operating

and maintenance costs of these facilities.

[For text of subp 6, see M.R.]

Subp. 6a. Customer. "Customer" means the person named on the utility electric

bill for the premises.

[For text of subps 7 to 15, see M.R.]

Subp. l5a. Net metered facility. "Net metered facility" means an electric generation

facility constructed for the purpose of offsetting energy use through the use of renewable

energy or high-efüciency distributed generation sources.

[For text of subps 16 and 17, see M.R.]

Subp. 17a. Point of common coupling. "Point of common coupling" means the

point where the oualifuins facilitv's seneration system. includine the point of senerator

output. is connected to the utility's electric power srid.

Subp. +laJlþ. Public utility. "Public utility" has the meaning given in Minnesota

Statutes, section 2168.02, subdivision 4.

17835.0100 Approved O, R.uiror-ZÑ
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[For text of subp 18, see M.R.]

Subp. 19. Qualifying facility. "Qualifying facility" means a cogeneration or small

power production facility which satisfies the conditions established in Code of Federal

Regulations, title 18, part 292. The initial operation date or initial installation date of a

cogeneration or small power production facility must not prevent the facility from being

considered a qualifying facility for the purposes of this chapter if it otherwise satisfies

all stated conditions.

[For text of subp 20, see M.R.]

Subp. 20a. Standby charge. "Standby charge" means the rate or fee a utilþ charges

for the recovery of costs for the provision of standby service or standby power.

Subp. 20b. Standby service. "standby service" means:

A. for public utilities, service or power that includes backup, or maintenancq

an#relafed services as

describedinthepublicutility'scommission-approVedstandbyt*i@
electricitv service available to the distributed seneration facility: and

B. for a utility not subject to the commission's rate authority, the service

associated with the applicable tariffin effect under Minnesota Statutes, section 216P..1611,

subdivision 3, clause (2).

[For text of subps 2l to 24 23, see M.R.]

Subp. 24. Utility. "Utility" means

or text of item see M.R.

B. for the putposes of parts 7835.0200 to 7835.1200,7835.1900 to 7835.4400,

7835.4600 to 7835.6100, and 7835.9910, and7835.9920, any public utiliry, including

municipally owned electric utilities and cooperative electric associations, that sells

7835.0100 2
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electricity atretail in Minnesota, except those municipally owned electric utilities that

have adopted and have in effect rules consistent with this chapter.

7835.0200 SCOPE AND PURPOSE.

The purpose of this chapter is to implement certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.164;the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of I97ï,United States Code,

title 16, section 824a-3; and the Federal Enerry Regulatory Commission regulations,

Code of Federal Regulations, title 18, part 292. Nothing in this chapter excuses any utility

from carrying out its responsibilities under these provisions of state and federal law This

chapter must at all times be applied in accordance with its intent to give the maximum

possible encouragement to cogeneration and small power production consistent with

protection of the ratepayers and the public.

7835.0400 FILING OPTION.

If after the January 1,2015, filing, schedule C is the only change in the cogeneration

and small power production tariffto be filed in a subsequent year, the utility may notify

the commission in writing, by the date the tariff is due, that there is no other change in the

tariff. This notification and new schedule C will serve as a substitute for the refiling of

the complete tariffin that year.

7835.0800 SCHEDULE E.

Schedule E must contain the utility's safety standards, required operating procedures

for interconnected operations, and the functions to be performed by any control and

protective apparatus. These standards and procedures must not be more restrictive than

the standards contained in the electrical code under part 7835.2100 or the interconnection

standards distributed to customers under part7835.4750. The utility may include in

schedule E suggested types of equipment to perform the specified functions. No standard

or procedure may be established to discourage cogeneration or small power production.

t7835.0800
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7835.1200 AVAILABILITY OF' FILINGS.

All filings required by parts 7835.0300 to 7835.1100 must be filed in the commission's

electronic filing system and be maintained at the utility's general offrce and any other

offtces of the utility where rate case frlings are kept. These filings must be available for

public inspection at the commission and at the utility offrces during normal business hours.

783s.1300 GENERAL REPORTING REQUTREMENTS.

Each utility interconnected with a qualifying facility must provide the commission

with the information in parts 7835.1400 to 7835.1800 annually on or before March 1, and

in such form as the commission may require.

QUALIFYING

783s.1s00 OTHER QUALIFYTNG FACILITTES.

For all qualifying facilities not under net average retail utility energy billing, the

utility must provide the commission with the following information:

fFor text of items A and B, see M.R.l

4.r0

4.tl
7835.1400 ¡IE|F AVERAGE RETAIL UTTLITY ENERGY BTLLED

4.14

4.15

4.r6

FACILITIES.

4.12 For qualifying facilities under net average retail utility energy billing, the utility must

4.13 provide the commission with the following information

or text of item see M.R.

B. for each qualifying facility type, the total kilowatt-hours delivered per month

to the utility by all net averaee retail utiliry energy qualifying facilities;

4.17 C. for each qualifying facility type, the total kilowatt-hours delivered per month

by the utility to all net average retail utiliû energy ffil€d-Iglg qualifiing facilities; and4.18

D. for each qualifying facility type, the total net energy delivered per month to

the utility by net average retail utility enerry Hl€d_Iatg qualiffing facilities.

4.t9

4.20

4.21

4.22

4.23

4.24
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5.1 7835.2T-OO ELECTRICAL CODE COMPLIANCE.

Subpart l. Compliance; standards. The interconnectionbetweenthe qualifying

facility and the utility must comply with the requirements 14 !þg most recently published

edition of the National Electrical Safety Code issued by the Institute of Electrical and

Electronics Engineers. The interconnection is subject to subparts 2 and 3.

Subp. 2. Interconnection. The is

responsible for complying with all applicable local, state, and federal codes, including

building codes, the National Eleetrie Electrical Code OIEC), the National Ðleetrie

Electrical Safety Code (NIESC), and noise and emissions standards. The z4reaÐHrie

require proof that the rS

in compliance with the NEC before the interconnection is made. The intereenneetion

mustobtaininstal1ationapprovalfromanelectricalinspector

recognized by the Minnesota State Board of Electricity.

Subp. 3. Generation system. The

generation system and installation must comply with the American National Standards

Institute/Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (ANSVIEEE) standards

applicable to the installation

7835.2600 TYPES OF POWER TO BE OFFERED; STANDBY SERVICE.

Subpart l. Service to be offered. The utility must offer maintenance, intemrptible,

supplementary, and backup power to the qualifying facility upon request.

5.2t Subp. 2. Standby service; public utility. A public utility may not impose a standby

charge for standby service on a qualifying facility having 100 kilowatt capacity or less. A

utility imposing rates on a qualifying facility having more than 100 kilowatt capacity must

comply with an order of the commission establishing allowable costs.

5.23

5.22

5

5.24

7835.2600
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Subp. 3. Standby service; cooperative or municipality. A cooperative electric

association or municipal utility must offer a qualiffing facility standby power or service

consistent with its applicable tariff for such service adopted under Minnesota Statutes,

section 2168.1611, subdivision 3, clause (2).

7835.3000 RATES FOR UTILITY SALES TO A QUALIFYING FACILITY TO
BE GOVER¡ÍED BY TARIFF.

Except as otherwise provided in part 7835.3100, rates for sales to a qualifiing facility

must be governed by the applicable tarifffor the class of electric utility customers to

which the qualifying facility belongs or would belong were it not a qualifying facility.

7835.3150 INTERCONNECTION WITH COOPERATIVE ELECTRIC
ASSOCIÄTION OR MUNICIPAL UTTLITY.

Parts 7835.3200 to 7835.4000 apply to interconnections between a quali$'ing facitity

and a cooþerative electric association or municipal utility.

7835.3200 STANDARD RÄTES FOR PURCHASES BY COOPERATIVE
ELECTRIC ASSOCIATTONS AI\D MUNICIPAL UTILITIES FROM
QUALIFYING FACILITTES.

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

6. t3

6.74

6.l5

6.16

6.17 Subpart l. Qualifying facilities with 100 kitowatt capacity or less. For qualifying

6.18 facilities with capacity of 100 kilowatts or less, standard purchase rates appty. The utility

6.te must make available three types of standard rates, described in parts 7835.3300, 7835.3400,

6.20 and 7835.3500. The qualiffing facility with a capacity of 100 kilowatts or less must

6.2r choose interconnection under one of these rates, and must specifu its choice in the written

6.22 contract required in part 7835.2A00 Any net credit to the quatiffing facility must, at its

6.23 option, be credited to its account with the utility or returned by check within 15 days of the

6.24 billing date. The option chosen must be specified in the written contract required in part

6.2s 7835.2000. Qualifting facilities remain responsible for any monthly service charges and

6.26 demand charges specified in the tariff under which they consume electricity from the utility.

6783s.3200
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Subp. 2. Qualifying facilities over 100 kilowatt capacity. A qualifying facilify with

more than 100 kilowatt capacity has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it

commits to provide firm power, be compensated under standard rates.

7-4 7835.3300 NE# AVERAGE RETAIL UTILITY ENERGY BII*'nre RÄTE.

7.5 Subpart 1. Applicability. The net average retail utility enerry bit+ifrg rate is available

7.t

7.2

t_5

7.6

7.7

7.8

7.9

7.10

7.11

7.12

7.13

7.14

7.ls

7.t6

7.17

7.18

7.19

7.20

7.21

7.22

7.23

7.24

7.25

only to qualifying facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts which choose not to

offer electric power for sale on either a time-of-day basis or a simultaneous purchase

and sale basis.

or text of 2 and3 see M.R.

7835.4010 INTERCONNECTION WITH PTIBLIC UTILITY.

Parts 7835.4011 to7835.4023 apply to interconnections between a qualifling facility

and a pubtic utility.

7835.4011 STANDARD RATES FOR PURCHASES BY PUBLIC UTILITIES
FROM QUALIFYING FACILITIES.

Subpart 1. Standard rates. For qualifying facilities with less than 1,000 kilowatt

capacity, standard rates apply. The utility must make available the types of standard rates

described in parts 7835.4012 to 7835.4015. Qualifying facilities remain responsible for

any monthly service charges and demand charges specified in the tariffunder which

they consume electricity from the utility.

Subp. 2. Negotiated rates. A qualifying facility with 1,000 kilowatt capacity or

more has the option to negotiate a contract with a utility or, if it commits to provide firrn

power, be compensated under standard rates.

7 835.4012 COMPENSATION.

Subpart 1. Facilities with less than 40 kilowatt capacity. A qualifying facility

with less than 40 kilowatt capacity has the option to be compensated at the net ¡yqegg

77835.4012
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retail utilitv energJ bit+h€ rate, the simultaneous purchase and sale billingrate, or the

time-of-day billing rate.

Subp. 2. Facilities with at least 40 kilowatt capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt

capacity. A qualifying facility with at least 40 kilowaff capacity but less than 1,000

kilowatt capacity has the option to be billed at the simultaneous purchase and sale billing

rate, or at the time-of-day billing rate.

7835.4013 A\rERAGE RETAIL ENERGY RÄTE.

Subpart 1. Method of billing. The utility must bill the qualifying facility for the

energy supplied by the utility that exceeds the amount of energy supplied by the qualifying

facllity during each billing period according to the utility's applicable retail rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Additional calculations for bitling. Wlien the energy generated by the

qualifying facility exceeds that supplied by the utility during a billing period, the utiliry

must compensate the qualifying facility for the excess energy at the average retail utility

energy rate.

7835.4014 SIMULTANEOUS PURCHASE AND SALE BILLING RATE.

Subpart 1. Method of billing. The qualifying facility must be billed for all energy

and capacity it consumes during a billing period according to the utility's applicable retail

rate schedule.

Subp. 2. Compensation to quatifying facitity. The utitity must purchase all energy

and capacity which is made available to it by the quati$,ing facility. At the option of the

qualifying facility, its entire generation must be deemed to be made available to the utility

compensation to the qualiffing facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate system average incremental

energy costs shown on schedule A; or if the generating utility has not filed schedule A,

the energy component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to the

I7$5.4414
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qualiffing facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A, the enerry component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

B. If the qualifying facility provides firm power to the utility, the capacity

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacity cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over all hours shown on schedule B; or if the generating utility has not f,iled

schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per kilowatt , if any, of the

retail rate schedule applicable to the qualiffing facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B,

divided by the number of hours in the billing period; or if the nongenerating utility has not

fiIed schedule B, the capacity component must be the capacity cost per kilowatt shown on

schedule H, divided by the number of hours in the billing period. If the qualiffing facility

does not provide firm power to the utility, no capacity component may be included in the

compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4015 TIME-OF-DAY PURCHASE RÄTES.

Subpart L Method of billing. The qualifting facility must be billed for all

energy and capacify it consumes during each billing period according to the utility's

applicable retail rate schedule. Any utility rate-regulated by the commission may propose

time-oÊday retail rate tariffs which require qualiffing facilities that choose to sell power

on a time-of-day basis to also purchase power on a time-oÊday basis.

Subp. 2. Compensation to qualiffing facilify. The utility must purchase all energy

and capacity which is made available to it by the qualifying facility. Compensation to the

qualiffing facility must be the sum of items A and B.

A. The energy component must be the appropriate on-peak and oflpeak system

incremental costs shown on schedule A; or if the generating utility has not filed schedule

A, the energJ component must be the energy rate of the retail rate schedule applicable to

the qualiffing facility, filed in lieu of schedules A and B; or if the nongenerating utility has

not filed schedule A, the energy component must be the energy rate shown on schedule H.

97835.4015
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B. If the quali$'ing facility provides firm power to the utilify, the capacíty

component must be the utility's net annual avoided capacity cost per kilowatt-hour

averaged over the on-peak hours as shown on schedule B; or if the generating utility has

not filed schedule B, the capacity component must be the demand charge per kilowatt,

if any, of the retail rate schedule applicable to the qualifying facility, filed in lieu of

schedules A and B, divided by the number of on-peak hours in the billing period; or if
the nongenerating utility has not fiIed schedule B, the capacity component must be the

capacity cost per kilowatt shown on schedule H, divided by the number of on-peak hours

in the billing period. The capacity component applies only to deliveries during on-peak

hours. If the qualifying facility does not provide frm power to the utility, no capacity

component may be included in the compensation paid to the qualifying facility.

7835.4016 INDIVIDUAL SYSTEM CAPACITY LIMITS.

Subpart L Applicabitity. Individual system capacity limits are subject to the

requirements in Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 4c.

Subp. 2. Usage history. A facility subject to capacity limits with less thanl2 calendar

months of actual electric usage or no demand metering available is subject to limits based

on data for similarly situated customers combined with any actual data for the facility.

7835.4017 NET METERED FACILITY; BILL CREDITS.

Subpart 1. Kilowatt-hour credit. A customer with a net metered facility can elect

to be compensated for net input into the utility's system in the form of a kilowatt-hour

credit on the customer's bill, subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision

3a, andthe following conditions:

A. the customer is not receiving a value of solar rate under Minnesota Stafutes,

section 2L68.164, subdivision 10;

B. the customer is interconnected with a public utility; and

7835.4017 10
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C. the net metered facilify has a capacity of at least 40 kilowatt capacity but

less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity.

Subp. 2. Notification to customer. A public utility must notiff the customer of the

option to be compensated for net input in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit under subpart

l. The public utility must inform the customer that if the customer does not elect to be

compensated for net input in the form of a kilowatt-hour credit on the bill, the customer

will be compensated for the net input at the utility's avoided cost rate, as described in

the utility's tariff for that customer class.

Subp. 3. End-of-year net input. A public utility must compensate the customer, in

the form of a payment, for any net input remaining at the end of the calendar year at the

utility's avoided cost rate, as described in the utility's tariff for that class of customer.

7835.4018 AGGREGÄTION OF METERS.

A public utility mult aggregate meters at the request of a customer as described in

Minnesota Statutes, section 2168.164, subdivision 4a.

7835.4019 QUALIFYING FACTLITIES OF 1,000 KILOWATT CAPACTTY OR
MORE.

A qualifying facility with capacity of 1,000 kilowatt capacity or more must negotiate

a contract with the public utility to set the applicable rates for payments to the customer of

avoided capacity and energy costs. Nothing in parts 7835.4010 to 7835.4015 prevents

a utility from connecting qualiffing facilities of greater than 1,000 kilowatt capacity

under its avoided cost rates.

7835.4020 AMOUNT OF CAPACITY PAYMENTS; CONSIDERATIONS.

The qualiffing facility which negotiates a contract under part7835.4019 must be

entitled to the full avoided capacity costs of the utility. The amount of capacity payments

must be determined through consideration of:

A. the capacity factor of the qualifying facility;

7835.4020 ii
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B. the cost of the utilify's avoidable capacity;

C. the length of the contract term;

D. reasonable scheduling of maintenance;

E. the willingness and ability of the qualiffing facility to provide firm power

during system emergencies;

F. the willingness and ability of the qualifying facility to allow the utility to

dispatch its generated energy;

G. the willingness and ability of the qualifting facility to provide firm capacity

during system peaks;

H. the sanctions for noncompliance with any contract term; and

I. the smaller capacity increments and the shorter lead times available when

capacity is added from qualifying facilities.

7835.402I UTILITY TREATMENT OF COSTS.

All purchases from qualifying facilities with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts and

purchases of energy from quali&ing facilities with capacity of 40 kilowatts or more must

be considered an energy cost in calculating a utility's fuel adjustment clause.

7 835.4022 LIMITING CUMULATIVE GENERATION.

A public utility requesting that the commission limit cumulative generation of net

metered facilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 216P.164, subdivision 4b, must file

its request with the commission under chapter 7829.

7835.4023 ALTERNATIVE TARIFF FOR VALUE OF SOLAR.

If a public utility has received commission approval of an alternative tarifffor the

value of solar under Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.164, subdivision 10, the tariff

applies to new solar photovoltaic interconnections effective after the tariffapproval date.

7835.4023 t2
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I3.I 7835.4750 INTERCONNECTIONSTANDARDS.

13.2 igq the uniform statewide contract, a utility

13.3 must distribute to eaehlhat customer a copy of, or electronic link to, the commission's

13.4 order establishing interconnection standards dated September 28,2A04, in docket number

r3.s E-999|CI-01-1023. or to currentlv effective interconnection standards established by

13.6 subsequent comrnission order

13.7

13.8

13.9

13.10

l3.ll

13.12

13.13

13.14

13.1 5

13.16

13.17

13.18

13.19

t3_20

13.21

13.22

13.23

13.24

13.25

7835.5900 EXTSTING CONTRACTS.

Any existing interconnection contract executed between a utility and a qualifying

facility with capacity of less than 40 kilowatts remains in force until terminated by mutual

agreement of the parties or as otherwtse specified in the co .

7835.5950 RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDIT; OWNERSHIP.

all renewable energy credits unless:

A. other ownership is expressly provided for in-the ly a contract between the

andautility@

B. state law specifies a different outcome; or

C. specific commission orders or rules specifv a different outcome.

7835.9910 UNIFORM STÄTEWIDE CONTRACT; FORM.

The form for the uniform statewide contract must be applied to all new and existing

interconnections between a utility and cogeneration and small power production facilities

having less than 1,000 kilowatts of capacity, except as described in part7835.5900.

I.]NIFORM STATEWIDE CONTRACT FOR COGENERATION AND SMALL POWER

PRODUCTION FACILITIES

THIS CONTRACT is entered into

-, 

bY

783 5.9910 t3
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(hereafter called "QF")

RECITALS

The QF has installed electric generating facilities, consisting

of

t4.l

14.2

t4.3

14.4

14.5

14.6

14.7

14.8

t4.9

14.10

14.tt

t4.12

14.13

t4.14

t4.r5

14.16

14.t7

14.18

14.19

14.20

t4.21

14.22

14.23

14.24

14.25

14.26

14.27

(Description of facilities),

rated at _ kilowatts of electricity, on property located at

The QF is prepared to generate electricity in parallel with the Utility.

The QF's electric generating facilities meet the requirements of the Minnesota

Public Utilities Commission (hereafter called "Commission") rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production and any technical standards for interconnection the Utility has

established that are authorizedby those rules.

The Utility is obligated under federal and Minnesota law to interconnect with the QF

and to purchase electricity offered for sale by the QF.

A contract between the QF and the Utility is required by the Commission's rules.

AGREEMENTS

The QF and the Utility agree:

1. The Utility will sell electricity to the QF under the rate schedule in force for the

class of customer to which the QF belongs.

2. The Cooperative Electric Association or Municipallv Owned Electric will

buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule filed with the Commission.

The QF elects the rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. àtet Averæe retail utilify enerry bit+iñg rate under part7835.3300.

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part7835.3400.

7835.9910 14
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c. Time-of-day purchase rates under part 7835.3500.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

3. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule

filed with the Commission. If the QF has less than 40 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the

rate schedule category hereinafter indicated:

a. ìtet Average retail utility enerry H+ing rate under part7835.4013.

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part7835.4014.

c. Time-oÊday purchase rates under part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presently f,iled rate schedule is attached to this contract.

4. The Public Utility will buy electricity from the QF under the current rate schedule

filed with the Commission. If the QF is not a net metered facility and has at least 40

kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatt capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule

category hereinafter indicated:

a. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part7835.4014.

b. Time-of-day purchase rates undet part 7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

5. The Public Utilitv will buy electricity from a net metered faciliW under the current

rate schedule filed with the Commission or will compensate the facility in the form of a

kilowatt-hour credit on the facilify's energy bill. If the net metered facitity has at least 40

kilowatts capacity but less than 1,000 kilowatts capacity, the QF elects the rate schedule

hereinafter indicated

a. Kilowatt-hour energy credit on the customer's energy bill, carried forward

and applied to subsequent energy bills, with an annual true-up under part7835.4017

b. Simultaneous purchase and sale billing rate under part 7835.4014

c. Time-oÊdav ourchase rates under part7835.4015.

A copy of the presently filed rate schedule is attached to this contract.

783s.9910 l5
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5 6. The rates for sales and purchases of electricity may change over the. time this

contract is in force, due to actions of the Utility or of the Commission, and the QF and the

Utility agree that sales and purchases will be made under the rates in effect each month

during the time this contract is in force.

67 . The Public Utility. Cooperative Electric Association, or Municipally Owned

16.1

16.2

16.3

16.4

16.5

16.6

16.7

16.8

16.9

16.1 0

l6.l I

16.12

16.13

16.14

16.15

16.16

t6.17

16.18

16. l9

t6.20

16.21

16.22

16.23

t6.24

16.25

16.26

16.27

Electric will compute the charges and payments for purchases and sales for each

billing period. Any net credit to the Qe, otner tnan mtowaft-frou

will be made under one of the following options as chosen by the QF:

* a. Credit to the QF's account with the Utilify.

2b. Paid by check to the QF within l5 days of the billing date.

7 8. Renewable energy credits associated with generation from the facility are

owned by:

I9. The QF must operate its electric generating facilities within any rules,

regulations, and policies adopted by the Utility not prohibited by the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production which provide reasonable technical

connection and operating specifications for the QF. This agreement does not waive the

QF's right to bring a dispute before the Commission as authorized by Minnesota Rules,

part7835.4500, and any other provision of the Commission's rules on Cogeneration and

Small Power Production authorizing Commission resolution of a dispute.

9_fQ. The Utility's rules, regulations, and policies must conform to the Commission's

rules on Cogeneration and Small Power Production.

+O11. The QF will operate its electric generating facilities so that they conform to

the national, state, and local electric and safety codes, and will be responsible for the

costs of conformance.

++ 12. The QF is responsible for the actual, reasonable costs of interconnection

which are estimated to be $--. The QF will pay the Urility in this

783s.9910 16
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way

EJ1. The QF will give the Utility reasonable access to its proper{y and electric

generating facilities if the configuration of those facilities does not permit disconnection

or testing from the Utility's side of the interconnection. If the Utility enters the QF's

property, the Utility will remain responsible for its personnel.

# l!. The Utility may stop providing electricity to the QF during a system

emergency. The Utility will not discriminate against the QF when it stops providing

electricity or when it resumes providing electricity.

+4_li. The Utility may stop purchasing electricity from the QF when

necessary for the Utility to construct, install, maintain, repair, replace, remove,

investigate, or inspect any equipment or facilities within its electric system.

The Utility will notify the QF before it stops purchasing electricity in this

way

+sLq. The QF will keep in force liability insurance against personal or property

damage due to the installation, interconnection, and operation of its electric generating

facilities.Theamountofinsurancecoveragewillbe$-(Theamount

must be consistent with the Commission's interconnection standards under Minnesota

Rules, part 7 835.47 50).

+6 17. This contract becomes effective as soon as it is signed by the QF and the

Utility. This contract will remain in force until either the QF or the Utility gives written

notice to the other that the contract is canceled, This contract will be canceled 30 days

after notice is given.

-f+_!q This contract contains all the agreements made between the QF and the Utility

except that this contract shall at all times be subject to all rules and orders issued by

the Public Utilities Commission or other goverrrment agency having jurisdiction over

7835.9910 T7



O7II4/15 REVISOR RSI/I.{B AF.1214

the subject matter of this contract. The QF and the Utility are not responsible for any

agreements other than those stated in this contract.

THE QF AND TIIE UTILITY HAVE READ THIS CONTRACT AND AGREE

TO BE BOLIND BY ITS TERMS. AS EVIDENCE OF TFMIR AGREEMENT, TITEY

HAVE EACH SIGNED THIS CONTRACT BELOV/ ON TFIE DATE WRITTEN AT

TI{E BEGINNING OF THIS CONTRACT.

By:

QF

l8.l

18.2

18.3

18.4

18.5
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18.23

UTILITY

By:

(Title)

7 835.9920 NONSTANDARD PROVISIONS.

A utility intending to implement provisions other than those included in the uniform

statewide form of contract must file a request for authorizationwith the commission. The

filing must conform with chapter 7829 andmust identiff all provisions the utility intends

to use in the contract with a quali$ing facility.

REPEALER. Minnesota Rules, parts 7835 .2300;7835.2500;7835.2700 7835.2900;

7835.4800; 7835.4900; 7835.5000; 7835.5100; 7835. 5200;7835.5300; 7835.5400;

7835.5500; 7835.56001' 7835.5700; and 7835.5800, are repealed.
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