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An Accounting System Designed To Monitor
The Environments W Invest In For Label |l ed Peopl e

An environmental accounting system can best be understood by
maki ng a conparison with several other nore common types of
accounting. A line itembudget, for exanple, identifies the specific
obj ects on which nmoney is directly spent —personnel, office
equi pment, or paper clips. A programbudget, beginning with a nission
statement about a particular goal, groups together the line itens that
conprise a programintended to nmeet that goal. A perfornance budget
organi zes the expenditures for a"particular service in a way that

woul d give sone insight into the efficiency with which that service is
provi ded.

Each of these serves a useful purpose, but none provides the
i nfornati on needed by policynmakers and citizens who are concerned
about the overall environment created by the interlocking conpl ex of
prograns that define the world of the peopl e dependent on those
progranms. As the density of these prograns increases, they begin to
replace the natural community environment with a world of their own.
This "world" is a new environnent that is usually nmore than and
different fromthe sumof its programparts. It often becones the
primary systemof incentives and barriers shapi ng the behavi or of
| abel | ed peopl e and the basic nature of their relationships.
Especially effected are the nost vul nerabl e peopl e whose lives are
nost likely to be a "world" conposed of prograns.

In the extrene, this dense programrati c envi ronnent can becone a
system creating dependency and isolation for the people living init.
Today these problens of dependence and isolation are w dely recogni zed
as common probl ens for highly vul nerabl e peopl e. Policymakers and
concerned citizens, however, have not had a tool that woul d al |l ow t hem
to assess the degree to which agency budgets are contributing to, or
novi ng away from support of these negative environnments. An
envi ronmental accounting systemis such a tool.

In order to create this tool, it is necessary to recogni ze that
every budget is actually a set of choi ces enphasi zi ng one val ue rather
than another. An environnental accounting systemwoul d nake visible
the values inplicit in budget maeking by revealing the degree to which
current budgets invest in, or nove away from environnents that create
i sol ati on and dependence.

VW believe there is now substantial evidence denonstrating that
dependence and isolation are created by environments that are

2040 Sheridan Road/Evanston. lllinois 60201/312-491-3395



aggregates of the foll ow ng:

1. | nadequat e i ncone

2. Over aedi cal i zat i on

3. Dom nance by "experts" and prof essi onal s

4. Rel ati onshi ps in which there is always at |east one
pai d parti ci pant

5. Li ving and worki ng pl aces with nore than one |abelled
per son

6. Deficiency orientation

Let us be clear that disabl ed people, |ike everyone el se,

obvi ously need periodic access to therapy or professional and nedi cal
care- The danger, however, is that these forns of service wll
becone, together with paid rel ationships and | abel | ed group pl aces,
the primary living environment. It is inportant, therefore, to
recogni ze that there are alternative choices to be nade in each of-.- -e
t hese cases so that we can neasure the nature of the budget choices
that are occurring. To this end, an environmental accounting system
woul d neasure these fiscal choices along the followi ng conti nua:

1. Servi ces . . P | ncome

2. Medi cal services.... ... ... . .. .. ... .. ... Non-nedi cal care

3. Prof essi onal services . Lay services

4. Paid relationships - Communi ty
rel ati onshi ps

5. Label | ed group hones and work .~ | ndependent hones
and wor k

6 . Def i ci ency /needs-oriented.. ... . Capaci ty-ori ent ed

services servi ces

Each dol | ar expended shoul d be allocated within the appropriate
continua. This would al so allow per capita neasures of the aggregate
expendi tures per |abelled person.

W recogni ze that this is a very general description. Those who
woul d i ke to discuss devel opi ng an environnental accounting system
may contact us at the follow ng address:
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