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Support American Indian tribal initiatives for human services   
Issue: 

• The White Earth Nation has assumed responsibility for providing human services to tribal 
members with no county or state fiscal support.   

• Red Lake Nation, as a result of federal approval, has assumed responsibility for 
administering the Minnesota Family Investment (MFIP) program. Recipients in the tribal 
program currently receive other economic support and health care services from county 
agencies, which are often difficult to access and require people to travel long distances. 
Additional support is need to transfer these program responsibilities from Beltrami and 
Clearwater counties.  

• American Indian children represent a disproportionate number of children in out-of-home 
placement in the counties associated with the Red Lake Nation and Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe.  

Proposal: 

• Provide an annual appropriation of $1.4 million to the White Earth Nation to pay for 
administrative costs associated with the implementation of the White Earth Nation 
Human Services Transfer.    

• Grant an annual appropriation of $500,000 to the Red Lake Nation to implement a human 
services initiative transferring child care, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), health care and child support services to the tribal government.     

• Invest $945,000 in one-time funding to support planning efforts to transfer Indian child 
welfare services to Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Red Lake Nation. This will expand 
the American Indian Child Welfare Initiative, which currently serves children and 
families living on the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe and White Earth reservations. This 
aligns with the tribal recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force on the Protection of 
Children.    

Benefits: 

• White Earth and Red Lake tribal members will be able to better access health and 
economic assistance benefits and services will be more coordinated. 

• Outcomes for American Indian children in the child welfare system will be improved and 
the disproportionate number of children in foster care will be reduced.  



• Disparities in human services for American Indians will be reduced and outcomes will be 
improved.    

• Tribal human services agencies will be incorporated into the Minnesota human services 
delivery system. 
 

Fiscal impact: 

• FY 2017: $2.8 million   
• FY 2018: $1.9 million  
• FY 2019: $1.9 million  

 

Number of people affected (if applicable): 

• Approximately 2,500 MFIP cases have been transferred to the White Earth Nation from 
Becker, Clearwater and Mahnomen counties.  

• The Red Lake Nation has assumed responsibilities for approximately 600 MFIP cases. 
 

Related information: 

• Governor’s Supplemental Budget Proposal,  Minnesota Management & Budget website, 
http://www.mn.gov/mmb/images/16-17-supplemental-agency-item.pdf 

• Final Report and Recommendation of the Governor’s Task Force on the Protection of 
Children,  https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7057A-ENG 
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