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Patrick Kelly
1 Veterans Drive
Minneapolis, MN 55417
To Whom It May Concern:
The State Rehabilitation Council – Blind, SRC-B, is the federally mandated advisory council for Minnesota State Services for the blind, the licensing agency for the Randolph Sheppard Vending Program.  At its February 4 meeting, the SRC-B voted to instruct me, as the current chairperson, to express its support for the locating of a blind veteran, under the Business Enterprises Program, at the Minneapolis Veteran’s hospital.  The Business Enterprises Program administers the Randolph Sheppard program in Minnesota which allows qualified blind persons to operate vending facilities on federal property.
We are very aware that there have been differing interpretations as to the degree to which the Veteran’s Administration is required to host such facilities.  However, we are not aware of any interpretation or ruling that prevents the Veteran’s Administration from doing so.  In this particular instance, a veteran who has lost a good deal of his vision is interested in operating a vending facility at the Minneapolis Veterans’ Hospital.  He has received training under the Business Enterprises Program and is qualified to operate a business of this type.  It is our understanding that the Veterans Administration is unwilling to permit such a facility to be located there.  In all fairness, we further understand that the Veterans Administration has offered several alternatives, but none of these would offer this veteran the ability to operate his own business, which is the prime goal of this program as well as his wish.
Besides our desire to see a fellow blind person get the opportunity to earn a solid income and develop his own small business, it seems to us that this would be very beneficial to other veterans as well.  Such an arrangement would give other disabled veterans the opportunity to see a fellow veteran with vision loss succeed beyond their expectations.  Such an example could serve to raise the bar for other disabled veterans by providing living proof that a disabled veteran can pursue a dream and succeed.  
Please take this special circumstance into account as you consider this case.  It is our sincerest hope that you will consider helping to fulfill the dream of this particular veteran and provide a role model for others at the same time.
Best regards,
Steve Jacobson, Chairperson
Minnesota State Rehabilitation Council – Blind
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