The Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing 

Minnesotans Meeting

Minutes - May 15, 2009

MCDHH Offices, Golden Rule Building

85 East 7th Place, Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55101

Members Present:  Tom Anderson, Bruce Hodek, Michele Isham, Dave Kyler, Amy Deneen, Monique Hammond, Patti Morelli Teachout, Dr Susan Rose, Kim Wassenaar

Interpreters:  Patty Gordon, Stephen Medlicott, Sharisse Leier, Lisa Richardson provided CART.  

Visitors:  John Gournaris, Teika Pakalns, Rubin Latz, Emery Dively, Jane Sullivan, Jan Baumgardner, Jenny Dehn, Sue Hughes, Steve Wareham, Jerry Pouliot, and Mitch Killian

Staff:   Mary Hartnett, Cynthia Weitzel, Jamie Taylor, Kay Chiara
1)       Introductions and Communication Ground Rules:  Introductions and communication ground rules were made.
2)       Approval of the January 2009 Minutes  Motion:  It was moved and seconded to approve the January Minutes.  Motion passed.

3)     Legislative Update: 
a)     Type III Bus Bill–The bill passed on April 19th, 2009, was signed by the Governor and became law.  Deaf people can now drive type III buses, (minivans) in school systems again, with the stipulation that they submit to a drug test. That stipulation was in before, but with a physical that included a hearing test.  Schools were fine with maintaining the drug testing requirement.
b)     Accessible State Technology and Websites-  The bill will make state websites, software, hardware accessible to people with disabilities. The legislation will set guidelines that will be based upon 508 standards and WCAG 2.0.
· Closed captioning of state websites of $200K over two years.   

· Another $200 K for MCDHH to provide videos content in American Sign Language and to provide technical assistance.
· $267,000  for the Office of Enterprise Technology and the Minnesota Department of Administration for staff to implement the bill.
Motion:  A work group should be established to determine which content should be produced in ASL if the technology bill passes.  The following subjects were suggested: youth content, and aging and community health, community health workers,” specific information for refugees, and emergency broadcast information.  Seconded and passed unanimously.
c)     Educational Outcomes Bill- Mary shared information about MARS Data, the data that schools collect on every student, and said that it can be disaggregated. The bill passed, was included in the education omnibus bill and is waiting for the governor’s signature.
d)     Unallotment – Bruce talked about the impact that budget reductions were having on the DHHS’ division grants.  Currently there is a 2.58% reduction on a $2.2 million grant, which equates to $38,000.  Of greater concern is the potential of the Governor to unallot more funds on DHHSD and on deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing projects. 
e)     Tax Exemptions for Nonprofits- Cynthia reported the difference between the house and the senate language for the bill that will clarify the conditions nonprofits need to meet to qualify for tax exempt status. The Minnesota Council of Nonprofits has taken the lead on this and is providing excellent leadership.
f)  Parent Guides   Legislation that would add funds to cover Parent Guides to the blood spot fee has been introduced. It looks like it will pass. MCDHH worked with MDH and it was not included in the Governor’s budget. Lifetrack Resources has hired Capitol Hill Associates to lobby for them.
g)      Funding for Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deafblind Programs-  Rubin Latz described the budget reductions to grants for MEC and the VECTOR program.
4)      Education Update
Web Conference on Deaf and Hard of Hearing Data Collection – MCDHH co-hosted a national conference on data collection with MDE.  Dr Susan Rose discussed the need for accountability in data collection and our current struggle with the state to receive it.  Handouts from the Leadership Summit were shared. 

Dr Rose suggested having a commission member sit in on the Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advisory Committee meetings. Mary will attend. 
Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment; Kim Konzera is trying to get a host site established in St. Cloud for the exam.  St. Cloud will need to hire a proctor to administer the online test and results will be sent to Boys Town in Omaha.

The goal is to make state agencies want to provide their own ASL content, once they witness the success of the process.  .

6)     Awards presented to CSD Minnesota Interpreter Referral Service for their fabulous work with the Commission through Deaf, DeafBlind Lobby Day, and throughout the legislative session.  

7)     MCDHH Budget Review - Mary distributed copies of the budget.  She demonstrated the cost savings from the 2008 budget and proposed that part of the funds be used to support the Minnesota Department of Education in the implementation of their new data tracking and reporting law. 
Motion: MCDHH will allocate up to $40,000 of money of carry over dollars from the 2008 budget to assist MDE with the implementation of the law in collaboration with the Minnesota State Academy by loaning Sean Virnig as an education consultant.  Seconded and passed unanimously.
8)     MCDHH and Metropolitan Airport Commission Presentation Steve Wareham, Manager of the Lindbergh and Humphrey Terminals, provided the Commission with a full update of progress being made regarding equal access to information and communication for people who are deaf and hard of hearing within the MSP terminals. 

9)  Awards given to Commission members Patti Morelli-Teachout, and Kim Wassenaar were given awards for their long standing and selfless contributions to the Commission and its mission. 

10)    Adjournment - Motion made to adjourn.   Seconded and passed unanimously.
