Commission of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing Minnesotans
Age-related Hearing Loss and Healthy Aging Task Force

Recommendations for the Minnesota Department of Health

1. Focus on Healthy Aging
· Support legislation to create a Healthy Aging Division with some resources dedicated to age-related hearing loss 

2. Collect & analyze data on age-related hearing loss (or support legislation to require)
· Compile information on current insurance coverage in Minnesota and whether it covers hearing screenings, hearing tests, and hearing aids or assistive devices for Minnesotans over 55
· Catalog data that is already available about incidence and treatment of those experiencing age-related hearing loss – ensure that it is centralized and analyzed 
· Develop data development agenda (DDA) of additional data that is needed assess whether early identification and treatment of age-related hearing loss leads to health care savings 
· Conduct analysis of whether early identification and treatment of age-related hearing loss leads to health care savings in other areas

3. Define age-related hearing loss as a public health issue
· Lead public education about the impact of age-related hearing loss
· Set public health improvement goals related to detection of and intervention for age-related hearing loss
· Ensure that Board of Aging and others incorporate age-related hearing loss into materials for seniors (Senior Linkage Line, info about retirement planning, etc.)
· Include awareness about age-related hearing loss in Dr. Ehinger’s focus on health equity as president of Health Departments. Association

4. Educate Practitioners
· Incorporate screening protocol information into training and education activities
· Otherwise encourage doctors to adopt new hearing screening protocol
· Long term: develop best practices or improved standards for hearing/ vision loss, early identification and treatment and, possibly, required screening at age 50
· Long term:  Encourage increased training for service providers about age-related hearing loss

5. Support Expanded Access to Coverage & Care
· Recommend inclusion of hearing screenings, hearing tests, hearing aids and assistive devices in Minnesota’s essential benefit set for health insurance for those 55+
· Apply for grant funding for a Medicare demonstration project to conduct comparative effectiveness research to determine the benefit of using hearing aids and hearing devices
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