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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR

BLOOD SPILL/
PATHOGEN CARRYING BODILY FLUID CLEAN-UP
Department:
Plant Management




Date:
 May 23, 2011
PURPOSE:

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) outlines the work practices to be followed when cleaning up blood spills and other body fluids that carry pathogens (i.e. Hep-B, HIV etc...)

Note:  Only employees who have received bloodborne pathogens training are allowed to clean up spills of blood or other bodily fluids that can contain bloodborne pathogens.
PRIMARY STEPS:

1) CONTROL TRAFFIC

2) ASSEMBLE CLEAN-UP EQUIPMENT

3) PERFORM CLEAN-UP

4) DISPOSAL OF WASTE

5) PERSONAL HYGIENE

	PROCEDURES
	
	Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Special Precautions

	
	
	
	

	Step #1)
	Control Traffic
	
	

	
	A) Take measures necessary to reduce traffic in the area of the spill.

B) Use wet floor signs, caution tape or co-workers to direct traffic away from the spill area.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Step #2)
	ASSEMBLE CLEAN-UP EQUIPMENT
	
	

	
	A) PM Supervisors and staff will designate areas in each building where blood-spill clean-up materials can be stored after assembly.

B) Materials for clean-up include: universal precautions kit, absorbent pads/materials, pre-mixed bleach solution, bio-hazard/infectious waste containers (bags), dust pan, mop & bucket (for large volume spills).  The bleach solution should be one part bleach and nine parts water (or 10% bleach, 90% water).
	
	Rubber gloves and other PPE (goggles, face shield, shoe covers, apron, etc.) as appropriate for size of spill.

	
	
	
	

	STEP #3)
	PERFORM CLEAN-UP
	
	

	
	A) Put on appropriate PPE.


B) Place absorbent materials over spill.


C) Gently pour disinfectant (the bleach solution) onto the absorbing material.

D) Let stand for 10-15 minutes (Killing infectious agents).

E) Pick up absorbing material.



F) (1) Place waste in bio-hazard container

(2) and disinfectant equipment (broom, dust pan, etc.)  used to pick up absorbing material in bleach solution

G) Wipe area of spill with a disinfectant wetted towel (or mop if feasible) and allow to dry.

H)  (1) Remove gloves, shoe covers and any other disposable PPE and place in bio-hazard container.
(2) If material is soiled, it can be disinfected and disposed of in regular waste.
	
	Do not tear PPE while putting it on.

Avoid direct contact with blood/bodily fluid spill.

Assure absorbing material is soaked.

Use mechanical means (i.e. broom & dust pan, card board, etc.) to pick-up.

Avoid direct contact with waste material.

Disinfectant solution should be 10% bleach.
Use inside-out technique to avoid contact with glove surface.

	
	
	
	

	STEP #4)
	DISPOSAL OF WASTE
	
	

	
	A) Bring sealed container back to bio-materials closet.

B) Notify maintenance supervisor of need to dispose of bio-waste.
	
	Indicate on work order from where the spill occurred.

	
	
	
	


	STEP #5)
	PERSONAL HYGIENE
	
	

	
	A) Thoroughly wash hands, wrists & elbows with warm water and mild soap/detergent.
	
	Note: Any employee who has come into direct contact with blood or other pathogen carry material must be offered HEP-B inoculations and be referred to Minnesota Occupational Health for a post exposure consultation.


Sandea O’Bryant, Safety Administrator
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